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| costal Church of God of America, Author, Ex o8ition of the 
_of Revelation. Writer for PENTECOSTAL + H various 


lo Lhe TY Bach, D.G.M, - Minister, United Evangelical Lutheran Church, | 

Dn RTM 20 Ns Parlier, California, b., Thisted, Denmark, Dana Colleges , and” 
 -  TPINETELY "Seminary, Blair Nebraskas, Pastor, Mauriceville, 

n New Zealand, 1912-16; mission in Japan, 1916-41; teacher 

Ren any gt. Japanese, Navy Lan guage School, 1943 © Writer for DANISH 

=. LUTHERAN: CHURCHES (2bodies). 


EE | ey, Paul; Publisher of Eagle Rock Press-Advertiser, 5040 ; 
SO RTE a I Bagle Rock Blvd.; Los Angeles 41, Author, of several 'novels 
and biographies; member of various Fyress and Authors clubs. 
Writer for LATTER DAY SAINTS (2 bodies). 
: | Becker, Raymond V.; Editor, Foursquare Magazine, 1100 Glendale 
ENG Blvd. Los Angeles. Graduate, ollege, Viriter for 
Ct Ce ILY INTERNATIONAL CHURCH OF THE POURSQUARE GUSPEL 


a Is --- Berner, Carl Walter, M.A.; Lecturer, Univ. Southern California, 
8ince 1938; pastor , Faith Evang. Lutheran Church, S. Broadway 
TIEN \& 55th, Los. Angeles, since 1925, Author historical articles 
Eyed and devotional booklets. Writer for MISSOURI SYNOD LUTHERAN 


: CHURCH. © | = 
| > Carter, Wilford P., B.A.; B.Th.; President, Western Baptist 
OE 2 State Convention; Minister, Calvary Baptist Church, Santa 


DE Elk Monica. Morehouse College, and Bishop Collere. Writer for 
NEGRO BAFTISTS., - 


Ne eh ore ho ea © 7, Eugene, B.,S.,; Superintendent of Youth, Califomia 
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Yn Ie TO i _ Yearly Meeting of Friends, 116 N, Washington Ave., Whittier, 


}____—=———- Reared in India. Pacific 'Collepe and Cascade College: eradu- 
4 __ © > ._ ate work, Berkeley Baptist Divinity School, Editor of Friends 
= ons. Writer for FRIENDS. =» 


ON Sea nn Loyala Univeraslty, Los Angeles, 
oo a of 2p 10044 agate; 
; OS - Dept. of History ,- Los. Angeles 
; RIES -; Prof. of History, Loyola Univ. 
32 N 7 eng since 193k. Specialist in historiographical 
Es ies archdiocese of Los angeles. Writer for RUMAN CATHOLIC 
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s Dean of Cha pman College, 
1chburg College, Butler 
Univ. of. Chicago. Minister,”” 
(Disciples) in iana and Michigan; pro- _ + 
——____  fes80r, Butler Univ, and Drake Univ., Staff Lecturer, Over- 
--_ .. dde College, Birmingham, gland. Author, various volumes. 
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Ditzler, Harold E., B D.; Minter, Pirst Evangelical & Re- 
formed Chur ch, 332 Wl, 37th + 'Los Angeles 7. Susquehanna 
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Flening, Sandford, M.Th., B.D., PhB.,; President,, Berkeley by 


Fox, Joseph S. ; 1476 Morena Blvd. Jan ge; Calif. Writer 


Gilliard, Alfred Jd.,; Lieutenant Colonel, The Salvation Arm 


Univ., Princeton Theological Seminary, Lancaster Theological 
Zeminary , Univ. of Edinburgh Scotland. Pastorates in 2cot=- 
land, Pennsylvania, and Los Angeles, Author of NBC radio ser- 
mons , Out of the Blue. Writer Por EVANGELICAL & REFORMED CHURCH . 


Drury, Clifford M,, Ph.D.; Professor of Church History, 2an 


Francisco Theological Zeminary, San Anselmo, California. 
Author, various books; of ficial historidn U, '8 Navy Chaplain . 
Corps, 'and author of its 3 volume history, Writer £ or. PRES> _ 
BYTERIAN CHURCHES (5 bodies). 


Fagnham, E,C.,, D.oD.,, Executive Secretary, Church Federation of 


Los Ang reles, 3ince 1938; and, since 191.1, , the General Secretary 


of the "Southern Calif. Council - of Protestant Churches, He was fa 


13 years .the Executive Secretary of the Portland Council of : 
Churcnes of Portland, Oregon, The Los Angeles Church Federation 
has'a staff of Sixty. persons,. and a program which makes It pro- 
bably the largest Church Federation in the nation, Writer for 
GROWTH OF FROTESTANT COOPERATION. = 
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Baptist Divinity School, and President, Northern Baptist 
Convention, 1949, 2606. Dwight Way, Berkeley lh, Db. Australlia: 
Berkeley Baptist Divinity School], and Yale Univ, SUPt. 

Home M;jssions, S, Australia Baptist Union; pastor, »t, Feter's 
Bapt1ist Church, Adelaide, Frof, Church History, Berkeley BDS «< 
1926==-; President BBDS, since 1937, Author three books, Writer 
for BAPTISTS (North and 3outh ). | 
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832 W, 9th St.,, Los Angeles wo Pregent position, Field 
Secretary (personnel Director) the Western Territory USeAs, 
* comprising eleven'Western States, Hawaii, Alaska, and the 

Fhillippine Islands, Became newspaper. re porter in Yorkshire, 


"England; served at sea during World War I, Travelled on Sal- 


vation Army gervice in Europe, Far East, North and South Amer- 
ica, Fifteen years” editor of the parent Salvation Army publ- 


 Ication, The War LEY, London, England, VO IHKE- EE URN HEAT ASS 


TON ARNY . : ny 


'% A 
2 : \ 
hy” 
WV 
- 
_ b| 
a 
4 
oy 
- 2 
BY 1 
W. - 
_ 
5» 
* 
%; 
Z 
> 
Oo 
e Pl 
_ 
, 
7 
£ 
, 
- 
n 


ink sembly of God, 3035 2 
ey, 7 tes in Nehraska, Cleve- 
. President, Glad Tid- 
| kuthor of three volumes 
Writer for ASSEMBLIES 
eorge, BD, "Ph.D. « (Minister, Western Knoll Congregat- 
aurch, "718%, at Gramercy Place,. Los Angeles lh, Chapman 
\ Yale University, Univ. of Southern California, Fre- 
astorate 8ince 1939, Writer for CONGRTGATIONAL AND 
TSTIAN CHURCH, 
\ John Edward, M.A., D.D.; Chaplain, California Hospital: 
SITS 7c OCALA Moni ca Hospital ; 1414, I; Hope 3t,, Los Angeles 15, 
EL. -—PeansyIvania College, Syracuse Univ. , and Gettysbure Theolog- 
CE Ee 2, / ical Seminary , Pastorates in New York and Califomia; Pres- | 
| | - ident, California Syhod, United Lutheran Church, 6 yrs; stat- 
isticlan, £3” YrS., Zditor and author. Writer for UNTT#D 
I] LUTHERAN' CHURCH | | 
E--..---fobwes, Jess D.C., D.D.; General Superintendent (organizer 
Ne we hon Cog 1935} United Mach of God, 1012 Beacon Ave,, Los Angeles, 
ET — - Writer for CHURCHES OF GOD (3 bodies). 
rea ng os. Horsch, Lid., A.B., MiA.; Prof. of Economics, Chaffey College 
Do oe Ontario, California, since 1931, Bethel College, and Pomona 
RS OR ec College. Writer for. MENNONITE CHURCH(3 bodies). Ga 
Hunt, Rockwell Dennis, Ph.D., L.L.D.;Litt.D.; Director, Calif- 
Es ornia History Foundation, Stockton, California. rofessor 
2 in: Wapa Colleges, Univ. of the Pacific, Univ, : of Southern Cal- 
ny Iifornia, Univ. of California, former Director, School of Re- | 
"Univ. of Southern California. Author of many books 
fornia history=--the latest, California Ghost Toms Live 
Writer for. METHODIST CHURCH,” | 
en TT Litt.D., D.D.; b. Ontario, Canada, Prof: -* | 
ib ical Literature, EC Tiont The olog cal College, | 
8, 1925-43, Pastor, Moody Memorial Church, Chi- 
is, 1930-49, Rs of 29 expository volumes , 
a+ "(including the national hi story the Flymouth 
_ and many pamphlets Writer for PLYMOUTH BRETHREN 
Ne F-8 Ep RI | »; 
T.M.; Statistician, California Ilutheran Con- | 
. Eh > 5calon, Calif., University. of Minnesota | 
Ns hoo3oet cl Semin , and Union Theological Seminary, 
ast e309 n Idaho, Nort Dakota, and California. Writer bs, 
= AOGOSTANA LUTHERAN curd oO = 


Jordan Artionia V. (Mrs. F.D.) MA: 1277 W. 25th $2; Low 
Angeles President, Los Angeles Metropolitan Council of 
the yy Council of Negro Women, Howard University;. 


University of Chicago, M.A, Former editor, Missionary Re- Os 7 
corder (official organ for A.M,E, Church) Writer for CAN : 
METHODIST, AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL, and COLORED METHODISP 
CHURCHES, 
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Knott, James Proctor, Ph.D.; Prof, of History, Pacadena: College, 
Fasadena, Calif, 51 Hawthorne St., G1 endale & CALLE + Four 
Jlegrees from Univ. of Southern California. Frofessor at 
Pasadena College since 1913, with .periods of pastorate in South- 
ern California, Various trips to Europe for making films and 
lecturins, Writer for CHURCH OF TH? NAZARENE, 


Kosturos, Anthony; Minister, Greek Community of Los Angeles, 
1216 San Julian Ot, , LOS Angeles 15:,' Calif, Graduate, Greek 
Orthodox Theological Institute, Pomfret, , Conn, Writer for 
EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH#ZS., 


Kononen, Onni; Minister, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 2139 Byron 
OO, Berkeley "9 california. Attended Waterloo Theological 
Seminary, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, and University of Helsinki 
Finland, Missionary of the Finnish 'Vissionary Society (Finland) 


to China, Pastorates in Minnesota .and California, YWriter for 
FIND LSH IUTHERAN CHURCH(3 bodies). 


is ter, Los Anfgele 
ls Central avenue, 
ashington, and. re: 


Field 'Directo ' & Buddhist Chur che 
DDHIST MISSION. 


Californ? 
ATiter for 


Linden, Gs Vander, B.\.; Minfter, Reformed Chureh , Paremodat! 
california. Central College, "Yestern Theolog ical 3eminary. 
Pastorates in Middle West; 3tated Clerk, php of Califor- 


nia, since 19,5, Writer for REFORMED CHURCH and, CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH. - 
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Lindquist, Eolle.s Re 1, Box 20 Kineabure, California, Writer 
for SCANDINAVIAN RVANGELTICAT CHURCHES. | ; IN 

MeCumber, Harold Oliver, M.A., Ph. D.; Visiting Prof. DE History , | 
University of 3outhern California, 2798 Wynwood Lane, Los \ | 
Angeles, California, Union Collep e (Nebraska) Univ, of 3 # | 
Minnesota, Univ. of California. y TY Pacific Union College, 
Walla Walla Colleze, Emmanuel MissLonary. College (Michigan), 
_ California Institute of Technology, Univ. of Southern. California, = 
Authro TSIELTIEG —- MesSage_ in the _Solden Way,  ReTUar, FT = | 
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lawyer, 2041 n's Alvarado So; 
contributor, The Nation 
of Relis ious Fducation, 
cluding Frejudice, Brothers Under 
ege Anti-Jemitism in America, 
, OTC, Writer Tor \ v9 OF 
= 
+Th.; Canon of St. Paul's Cathedral, 1100 Avenue = 
Los Angeles 2,  b. Brighton, England, Emmanual College, Tens 
. of Saskatchewan, Anglican Theological College (Canada). 
ionary in British' Columbia and Yukon, Since 1931, -Cal- 
, and Canon Lecturer, Writer for PROTESTANT : 
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Sos gdeking, Geo, H., MA., B.,D, Minister,: First Lutheran Church, 

DE © Fullerton, California, Capital Univ. '(Colu umbus, O.,), Indiana 
LOS NET 7 and Evangelical Ilutheran Seminary, Writer for AMERICAN 
© LUTHERAN CHURCH and EVANGELICAL LUTHzRAN CHURCH 

Rr; Claddys E., MiA., DoLitt., LL.D; Prof, of History & Dir- 

ES DER | actor of Peace "Studies, anchester College, N, Manchester, 

2s es I Indiana, Graduate Studies in Switzerland and Scotland: cur- 

ER ——— ator of archives'of Church of the Brethren, District of 5, 

California, 1933-47. Author, Settlement of the Brethren on 

SE ER the Pacific 31ppe. - Writer for 
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SHES. ewmnark, Marco Ross, A.B.; 977 arapahoe St., Los Angeles, Univ- 
Fe Os Hi versity of California, abvare to of Berlin (Germany), Organ=- 
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AN METHODIST CHURCHES ( 2 bodies); 
| Route 1, Puente, California, To Kansas 
> and Rice Collegiate Institute,  _ | 


-— —£.- > -18er and ex-Fresident, "Nathan Straus Palestine Zociety; Pres- | 
Lo 1dent Historical Gociety of Southern California, 1940-41, | 
Author various books, Writer for JE?ISH CONGRE BATIONS.. 
| a HoGes Evan © elist, Secretary of the Southern California 
nce of the 'ree Methodist Church, 519 5, Lemon Ave.,, | 
E California, Greenville (Illinois) College; graduate | 
2 ceidental, and University Southern California, | | 
: __ Author A Flamin Cross (fiction), Teach history, Los | 4 
: OI TRE CalaeS:  Fantorater in” California, VWriter 


Evangelical United Brethren churches in 


gn196, ta, Ana, and Whittier; college, 
, Oregon, Superin. tendant, California 
r for EVANGELICAL UNIT®D BRETHREN, | 
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| Angeles,  Universit 


a DE ENS Wei rnd hag: of Catie denin +5324 wy 7 Prnns ; 
- +  -» Beach, 1928-h1, Writer for CHURCH OF CHRIS 
| Taylor, Wm, J.; Minister, 156 W. 57th St., Los oy le 
| --  * Bs Th, and BU. , Temple "Hall Colleve and "Theol. em., C | 
A180 atterided 1.1.7.9. Bible -College, Los Angeles Baptist ; 
: Sem. Pastorates in Blythe, £1 Centro, and Ios Angeles, Vr | 0 Be 
| _ for CHURCH OF GOD-IN- CHRIST, nn ng Ee ne UE Lo Be. 
; TT Utter, James W., MA, ; Professor of History, Cha Ts ANNE. 
NE DT > 1538 ITrving Ave., Glendale, Chapman Collere, niversity of gs | 
| Southern California, Specialist in california and 1— 
| History, Writer for CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ). 
SELF, West, W.B., TheD;:; Professor of New Testament, $6) Fepperdine 
| Co 1leze, 121 W., 79th St.,, Los Angeles, since 193 Research, 
| Oxford Writer for CEURCHES OF CHRIST. non. Og 
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Wilbur, Earl Morse, A.M., 5t., B., D.D.; 21 Mosswood Road, * 
OY | Berkeley l, Mini5ter Unitarian and Congregational Churches, . L 
| Edgar Organizer, "and -Dean *(190- 11), then President (1911-31) Fac-= _ 
| ; ific Unitarian School for the Ministry, Lecturer, Manchester | 
_ College, Oxford University, Gugzenheim Fellow, Hibbert Fellow, - 
\uthor of several Unitarian and Conrregational "histories-- TNT. 
the latest, A History of Unitarianism, Translator; Servetris' 


| De TrinitatTs Frroribus, Writer for UNITARIAN CHURCH . RT oC” | 
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of religious faith in California is a color- | 
' pageant, replete with heroism, adventure, and high achieve- 
ment, The celebration of one hundred years of statehood in 
| mands a recognition of the role of religious belief in 
ulding of this bouyant, commonwealth. EEE 
Ss) iiverse and rich in a0 Toy have bean tho gifts of | 
California to her people: - overflowing abundantly to serve 
EVI rodigally the other states and the nations of the world-- - 
that her deeds in the realm of the Spirit have remained in the 
© wrappings of modesty, 50 geemly and in keeping with their kind, 
ESC EA bountiful nature rich in age-laid resources, a felicitous 
2 that makes for health, a getting which cauges the ris-. 
 Ang/world populations and powers to gee her as not only their 
anding metropolis of _ ideas and hopes -- these and other 
8 rees have cl or a recognition that leaves but 
eality, a spirſtual personality, _ | 
; is a factor of greatest moment in the story of 3 centuwy. 
ornia enjoys the positive blessing of a _ 
gia .ciem and the State - but not a divorce 
——_ religious concern and activity - 
California Centennials Commission, of which the | 
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then the congent of. the person. thus chosen, The Selection 


DF manifests in almost every cas® the choice or. the denomin=- 


Hon. J. R, Knowland is the chairman, could not inaugurate offi= 
cial obgervances, studies, a publications which "MELEE appear to. 
1dentify the commonwealth as a legal whole with gome Segment 

of its people as a religious community of belief, For this 
reason it was necessary, as well as appropriate, that a 

broadly inclusive group of individuals should associate them- 
gelves in a task of research and publication to focus the faith 
of a great commonwealth into a single witness, Acting under 

the friendly support and encouragement of Cnapman College, 

the oldest college in Southern Californat, and of which I had 
the satisfaction of being the Dean from 1945-1949, this writer 


nas been the chairman. of Studies and editor of the present 


centennial volume, Four years of planning and work on the. — TRE 
part. of more than forty collaborators. are thus brought tO 
integrated fruition. 
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This volume 1s the first s8uccessful effort 11 the nation 
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to write and pubiish A comprehensive state history of x eli gious 
bodies, s0 far as the authors are aware. The selection of the 
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writers for the various denominations was accomplished by ob 


taining first a nomination by the bishop, meper inpangON, con-. 


vention /executive or other chief ecclesiastical leader, nd 
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The churches that are included in this review: of reli- 


P— 


gion in California comprise all principal groups listed in 


the latest United States Census of Religious Bodies (1936 


edition, Volume I), plus other denominations that were over- 


TIooked in that survey or which have come into 'exigtence Since 
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that date, The religious groups that were found by the ZOVern- 
ment tabulators, but for which we obtained no historian, 1f 

| b added together would embrace only one per cont ol the then 
reported menbership in the state. (There were 1,891,670 mem-_ 
bers showmm in the 1936 census for the bodies here reviewed, 


and 21,666 for all the s8mall remaining denominations.) Por 


de tilts i. EET IR. CO I" 
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"convenience and for clarity we have grouped certain "families" 


en ens nn pot ie, 


of churches in a single sketch - e.g., the five kinds of Fres- 


byterians, and the three species of Mennonites -- and, naturally, 


the 8ix varieties of Plymouth Brethren. Our history thus in- 


| a eludes the story of geventy denominations (in chapters) 


whose numerical strength is shomm as follows: 
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Church 


Adventists (2 bodies) 
As8emblies of God 
Baptist, Northern 
Baptist, Southern 
Baptist, Negro 

Brethren, German Baptist 
Brethren, Plymouth (6 boa 
Church of Christ, Scientist 
Church of God in Christ 
Church of the Nazarene 
Churches of Christ 

Churches of God (3 bodies) 

_ Congregational and Christian 
Disciples of Christ 

Eastern Orthodox (3 bodies) 
 Evangelicgl and Reformed ' 
Evangelical United Brethren 
Federated (Commmity) 


Friends 


Int, Ch, of Foursquare Gogpel 
Jewigsh Congregations 

Latter-day Saints (2 bodies) 
Lutheran, Amer, Conf, (2 bodies) 
Lutheran, Augustana 

Tutheran, kiilg8souri Synod, 
Lutheran, United 

Lutheran, Danish (2 bodies) 
Lutheran, Finnish (2 bodies) 
Kennonite (3 bodies) 

iethodist Church 

Methodist, African Colored(3 bodies) 
| Hebthodist, Free ant Neslevan (2) 
Pertecostal Assemblies (1 bodies) 
Presbyterian Churches (5 bodies) 
Protestant Episcopal Church 
Reformed Churches (2 bodies) 
Roman Catholic Church 

Salvation Army 

Scandinavian Evangelical Bodies (2) 
| Vnitariangs 

All other Denoninations 


'3 bodies) 


U.S, Cetizus, 1936 


Churches liembers 


219 


229 
76 
65 


75 
25 
15 


26, 827 
14, 229 
80,571 
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This Survey, 1950 


Churches 


= 


27, 100 


159, 340 
2 |, 398 


814,476 


13, 115 
2,531 
35, 000 
12, 000 
18, 933 
25, 000 


7, 000 


5, 965 
3, 290 


1/embers. ; F 
45,168 (7th Day otity) : 
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(14 bodies) 
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3,723 , 085 
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| Cooperation," and "Varieties of Religious ; 
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latter being a brilliant review and analysis 
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Much original historical data has been compiled and - | 
EE Ee og An | | - 


coraed nere Ior The first time £ Only a few of the churches 
published volumes to which our writers could -turn for _ 
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_  SHhort, papers off partial themes of denominational development, 
RD. convention reports,” and local church histories. Some of the | 


oups, of European ez=Srrenms origin , had records primarily 


* =» | ow 


| native tongues, and this data is revealed here for the first 
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Yes ; The Seventh-day Aadventist church had its inception during the 
; _ great religious awakening that so profoundly-stirred the evangelical 
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y Dk ehurches on both sides of the Atlantic during the third and fourth 


—____ @ecades of the last century. Everywhere men and women turned to their 
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Bibles as never before since the days of the Reformation of the 
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- 8ixteenth century. The impulse for this renaissance in the world of 


SE Teligion was a profound belief in the imminent return of Jesus Christ 


TS in the clouds of heaven. The movement held the center of the s tage 
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72 _ devout experience espoused the cause. All these men the world around 


[= þ 'baged their belief in Chris%'s coming on 8uch prophecies as Matthew 

b 19.  » 25; Revelation 12, 15; Daniel 2, 7; and 8:14. From this latter 

: 4 prophecy - "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then |hall the 
A Es 8anctuary be cleansed " - William Miller, a Baptist layman of New 

= MD «, and his colleagues drew the unwarranted conclusion that the 
” bo be cleansed was this earth, and that the text referred 

| 83's 8econd advent. They established the 
of this "cleansing" 4n the autumn of 1844. be 
Tt 4 date came and went, but Christ 41d not appear as had been 
; : - Tens of thousands who had believed in their preaching and | 
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Those who maintained their belief in Christ's imminent return 
800n diverged into two groups, ohe of which believed that a mistake 
had been made in the date, They began to 8et other dates, and in time 
Split up into several bodies. The other group, out of which the 


Seventh-day Adventist denomination. came, held that the date was correct 
but that the event predicted for the date was wrong, 

After a diligent 8s tudy of the sanctuary question they came to 
believe that Christ, the great High Priest, upon His ascension to heaven 
entered the holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, and that in 1844 He 
entered the most holy. place, there to oleanss it by blotting out the 
8ins of all thosge who have accepted the sacrifice He made on Calvary. 
They believed that the great antitypical Day of Atonement began at the 
time they had s8upposed Christ was to appear; als when Christ finishes 
His work in the sanctuary, He will come to visit judgment upon the . 
earth - an event, of course, Still future, 

In the meantime many of- these Adventist believers became con- 
vinced from their 8study of the Bible that the Seventh day of the week, 
not the first day, was the Sabbath taught by the Scriptures and commanded 
by God, They immediately began the observance of this day. The espousal 
of these two unique doctrines ayow_ tha lines which marked this group as 
a distinet people, and the title Seventh-day Adventists was adopted as 
an appropriate name, Coming out of all the evangelical churches as 
they did, they brought with them the heritage of a profound belief in 
the basice truths first given to the Christian ehureh by Christ and the 


apostles and perpetuated by loyal believers in all ages. Believing 
that the time was hastening on apace when Christ would be revealed in 
the elouds of heaven, and that "this gospel of the kingdom 8hall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all na $10ns; "and then 


— 


| Le ed BY Se ASIA; een fo blows bat oe RO AE eb LR WE 


J. 
4 4 - _. 
* 
" + SU 
E 1 & "2 be 
ww ol # % 7.5 v4.4 'Y a A kt $* k a 44 TY OOIET ©0036 0a ONE»; OE "5m i - x ”" & Fl » 
boa” ua — a Gs a ob; A A ao REECE 
of #* 0; . 
" > 

. s\ ' 

we PIP = 
"_ F - * MP mn £ 

+4 
- 
- i 
- * 
EIS. a : j* 
. 
a at 
*- 
_ - 
CY 
. ” 
- ; : -_ a — 
p< - 
”- 
7: 435 6 oF ©44 A, 7 l F "# , . 4 l $ 
K ; xx \. 3$-- 8 j 
\ he; $5 ba _ Y a go b <. 4 l 
te ns oF, -—F ” T3 Ov, , ' , \ a o 5 8 F / 
WEE IE Lats | | fa” 
$: | ome” | = . they launched a world-wi de POZPam 
CF - + », bs - , 6 p - , 
\ "Ic Peg nl , . ” 
OY 8 d T 
n x 4 ; n 
AS , f » ; \ ul + 
ww. _ 
4” '% 


4 
I. 
i 


el promulgation. This program was early carried on under four 


6 OR 2.80 : the teaching of the gospel of health; Christian education of 
the ehildren and youth; the publication and s8cattering of Christian 


Es literature; /personal evangelism by the preaching of the word .of God. 


Pacific 


[Baker , A, L. Belief and Work of 
—— Press Publishing As8n., Mt. View, Calif., 1942, pp. 8-15]. 


The adherents of this new belief were, as a rule, poor in this 


__ world's goods, many having disposed of their possessions in anticipation 


Ip 


of Christ's return, Yet little more than a century later Seven th-day 
_ Adventists were presenting their message in printed or oral form in 


Li 810 languages to the peoples of 413 different countries; in 1948 the 


membership of its 9,749 ehurches throughout the world had reached 


LG -_ 
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672,658, including that in 215 mission fields; the property value 
totaled more than $138,000, 000, representing investments in 545 institu- 


| tions, including 49 publishing houses, 184 sanitariums, hospitals, 
| _ elinies, and treatment rooms, 290 8econdary and advanced schools,- one 


of which is a medical college, and other subsidiary institutions; a 


- 


Þ IRE total of more than $532,855,870 in tithes and offerings had been con- 
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th tributed since the formation of the chureh ;, 1iterature 8ales at the 


— elose of 1948 for this same period were regis tered at $195,288,795, 


A . 


Se The world membership of the church numbered about 3,000 in 


bw" hw” : 


9, the year the first Seventh-day Adventist arrived in California. 


CO I: Ig 5 M 
BIOS. 8s Pioneer, Merritt Kellogg, born in Massachusetts, was the eldest 
Ae Ee afES EA EINE | 5 I 
Wo”, + on | 
of a family of 8sixteen children, one of whom was Dr. John Harvey Kellogg, 
Coen We ty ; EE 
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for many years head of the Battle Creek Saniterium, and another, F 
Williem K, Kellogg, cornflakes manufac turer and philanthropist. In 
the middle thirties the Kellogg: had moved to Michigan and there em- 
braced the Seventh-day Adventist faith. _ This midwest aregamas 


(particularly Þffooted b by the panie of 1897, and it was due ehiefly 
to economic strain that Merritt Kellogg and his wife made the decision 


to go west and settle in the new country. After trading their house 
for a team of horses, harness and a wagon in part payment, disposing 


of all their household effects except their beflding, 


a few cooking 
utensils and a chest of carpenter's tools, late in March of 1859, 

they, with their three young children, started west. It was an epic 
Journey which brought them into San Francisco five months later with 
1ittle more than the clothes on their backs, the tool cheek and one 
dollar in capital. Kellogg had bartered their equipment at Laramie, 
Wyoming, in exchange for passage the remainder of -the way to California. 
However, the day they arrived Kellogg was hired on the spot, as he was 
unloading his tool chest, at a carpenter's wage of $10 a day. 

Kellogg's observance of the seventh day of the week as the 
gabbath attracted the attention of -B. Go. SHY. John, & Lumber Tellyman at 
the wharves, who had accepted the doctrines of adventism in 1845 but 
had never heard the new views on the sanctuary. Under Kellogg's wt 
St. John and his wife accepted all the tenets of this new faith. In- 

' 8pired by this SUCCQSS Kellogg later rented a hall for 81X Weeks and 


Lranmrt 
held meetings three times each week; also he lent his books to thous 


who were interested. As a result fourteen persons accepted the teach- 
ings, a Bible class and Sabbath sc hool were organized, and for the 


next two years these met regularly in Kellogg's home on Minna street. 


| In the fell of 1864 these new converts gent a call, augmented by $155.00 
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ey ST) gold, to the newly organized Seventheday Adventist General 
Conference in Battle Creek, Michigan, for ministerial aid. However, 
it was not until four years later that J. N. Loughborough and D. T. 


Bourdeau, of Michigan, volunteered for this mission. Both of these 


men had been with the church, holding leading positions in its organization 


81nce the early fifties. Loughborough, who began preaching the Advent 
mess8age in New York state when he was seventeen, was thirty-six years 
014d when he began his work in California and the record of his service 
here eoverys nearly half a century. His influence. can be traced in 
the founding and establishment of practically every major institution 
of the chureh in the State, Bourdeau remained in California but one 


year as There was a call from the church leaders for him to return to 


the New England states to preach among the French. 


Sz —James White 
In June, 1868, an article/appeared in the Seventh-day Adventist 


church paper, the Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, outlining the plans 


for the proposed evangelistic miss8ion to California, with a plea for 


aonations to finance the enterprise. The missionaries designed to take 


a new tent with them in which they could hold meetings eight or nine 
"months in the year. The cost of this, plus transportation to California 


and other eXPCnses for the miss8ion, was estimated at approximately 


$1, 000, a&s the overland railroad to California was then not completed 


arrangements for their passage were made with a steamship company; and 
in the 1441s of June, 1868, Loughborough with his wife and small so0n, 


and Mr, and Mrs. Bourdeau, 88lled from New York for A8pinwall (now Colon). 


: The first days out the weather was stormy, the Pa8Sengers geasick, and 


0s mY. noafed Cuba, TONGRDOFOugh noted in his. tary: "Zome men going 
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them to take the trip again." Reaching Aspinwall they ero88ed the. 
Isthmus of Panama by rail, and thence by steamer they 8ailed through 
the more placid waters of the Pacific to San Francisco, arriving on 
Saturday, July 18, twenty-four days after leaving New York. Ina. 
Short time the missionaries were at the St. John home where the church 
members had assembled for worship, and after a hearty weleame Lough- 
borough and Bourdeau preached at the s8ervice which followed. 

These Adventist preachers found San Francisco, then a city of 
about 50, 000, quite different from New England where it had been 
necessary to exercise great economy to make "both ends meet.” Such 
frugality they were aware would be considered "pennywise" by Californians 
for at that time the smallest coin in circulation in the state was ten 
cents; and although these easterners were delighted with the climate, 
the warmth of their welcome, and, after their 8sparse 8ship diet, with 
the large variety of fruits, FOUL IGLLOO and grains on the market, yet - 


they so0o0n Tealized that to assume the expense of a tent effort in this 


eity would be quite beyond their slender means. In searching for a 


place to pitch the tent the only lot. they could find rented for $40 a 
month, a new 8situation for Loughborough who in A WLUh tent 
meetings had never paid a dollar for that privilege. 

When James White, president of the General Conference, made the 
call in the-Adventist church paper for $1,000 to finance the mis8ion 
venture to california a New York newspaper grasped 1t as a news note of 
4nterest and printed: TY This paper reached California and the item 


'eame to the attention of a company of worshipers (Independents) In 
Petaluma who, impressed through a dream of one of their members that 


V 


these men were meSSengers of God, 8ent a representative to San Francisco _ 


to search for them and invite them to bring their tent to Petaluma. 
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WY os 9 any took advantage of the opportunity to attend these Gospel 


baghOn.c 


a Bordeau at nes made arrangements to go, Petaluma, 


- miles nor th of San Francisco, was then a thriving little town of 


about two thousand population. The Independents furnished ground and 


aided in putting up the tent and the local lumber dealer lent them 
boards for g8eats. The first meeting, held the evening of August 15 


— 


1868, attracted but forty persons as an epidemic of smallpox had swept 


' 


through that part of the state and this was the first public gathering 
in the tom after the quarantine was lifted. The following Sunday 


_— 


evening, however, over four hundred people came and it was necesaary to 


Toll up the walls of the tent 80 all could hear the preaching. At the 


 elose of the meeting as Bourdeau was handing out some tracts, one man 
881d: "You can't afford to give those away for nothing. Here's a dollar. 
Give away a doller's worth for me.” Others handed him fifty-cent pieces 


- 


and quarters. Soon the 8stand was cleared of its books and tracts, and 


the people had handed Bourdeau more than the retail price of the stock. 
Money was plentiful in California at that time, wages were high, and 


- reading matter was scarce. Four different shipments of: books were 801d 


at the tent in Petaluma, and James White wrote asking what they were 
aoing with all the books. "You are gelling more books,” he said, "than 
— all the tent companies east of the Rocky Mountains. 


Often among the listeners at the tent were transients, farmers 


ay 


who hauled their wheat and other produce from all parts of Sonoma and 


. « an 


+ Rx o y ®; 


Mendocino counties to TE nn to be marketed, and unable to return 


to. their homes the eo Ds nel there overnight. With time on their 
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'on an urgent invitation from one of these, Loughboroygh and 
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Bourdeau after elosing the Series in Petaluma in which twenty accepted - 
the new teaching, moved the tent to Windsor, Sonoma county. There 
fifty meetings were held resul ting in a dozen converts. It was while 
chopping wood for one of these converts that Abram La Rue Tread 2s 
of the Adventist literature, attended the meetings, was baptized, and 
later became the first Seventh-day Adventist missionary to China, 
Spreading the Advent cave) by the printed page. 

| Loughborough PERF? Bourdeau were persuaded by one of the new 
believers” aliz—lyttekor] to hold their next meetings in the Blakely 
schoolhouse near his home five miles from Santa Rosa on the road to 
Guerneville., To meet his first appointment on January Sl, 1869, 
Loughborough left Petaluma on horseback, riding the sixteen miles in 
the rein. He preached Ate -T199 Sermons in which the people ch owed 

became  because of increased attendance 


8UCch a lively interest it wes necessary/ to move to a larger school 


building in the Piner district a short distance away. Here his 


preaching was continued until April 8. Then it was noted rTevivalist ; 
of another denomination, holding meetings in Santa Rosa, became quite. 


bitter in his denunciations against Loughborough and Bourdeau and 
challenged them to debate. This challenge was accepted and a two day 
discussilon was arranged on the perpetuity of the Ten Commandments , to 
begin the following Monday at the Piner 30hoolhouse. 

Monday was a rainy day but the people came in 8uveh numbers the 


schoolhouse could 75% hold them and they quickly moved to a nearby barn, 


| <— — The following day, however, was fair and the crowd immense. 
According to-the Sonoma Demoerat "Everything that could run on wheels 
went out to the second day of the debate.” The opinion generally 
expressed was that the Seventh-day Aadventist preachers had been mis- | 


represented. Thus rather than detracting it added to their SUCCESS, 
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+ Og and aue to this favorable reaction, "We aecided to erect our tent in 


; "Ra Ro8a," Loughborough noted in his lies, "Deemi ng 1% better to Le. 
enter the eity on full tide than to seek another place where both wind 
and tide mieht be against us.” The large tent pavilion was pitched 
a few blocks from the county courthouss. Fifty 8ermons were preached 
by Loughborough and Bourdeau between April 22 and June 6, resulting 
in the baptism of forty pPerg8ons. Later the first Seventh-day Aidventist 
_ehurch building in California was erected on this site and on November 
'21, 1869, was dedicated by Bourdeau, 
The following April Bourdeau and his family returned to New 

England. Financially the mission had become 8e1lf-sustaining. Four 
churches had been established with a combined membership of more than 
one hundred. The opposition of other ministers was subsiding, the 
pregs was: favorable to them, and in TT their church work was 
commanding the rTespect of Tu People. After Bourdeau left, Loughborough 
was Joined by M. GC. Cornell, an evangelist Tfrom Michigan, also NVerri tt - 
G., Kellogg who had just Te turned to California after completing a 

| Shor% medical course in New Jersey. In May the tent was moved to 
: Bloomfield fourteen ni16s Ssouthwest of Santa Rosga, Within a month 
after their arrival an epidemic of the dreaded s8mallpox broke out. 
Some of the vietims died and many were expoged to the disease before 
they knew what i% was. Nearly half of the inhabitants fled in terror 
from the tomn . As all public meetings were prohibited the tent was 
taken down and 8tored, 


Elizabeth Judson ' Roberts, California author and wri ter of- 


n._ Tore , tells of the FISEA 00091 _ "The ery of those he 
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in Sonoma County at Bloomfield. He 4id not belong to any church as 
he could never reconeile his idea of a just God with the theory of 
eternal punishment for the wicked. 

"TI Still remember the terror which Spre ad through the 
s8ettlement when smallpox wore out. Por it was a terrible thing in 
those days. Many families fled, leaving stricken members to aie with- 
out Care. . . . Loughborough, Cornell, and Kellogg remained, took care 
of the sick, buried the PEE and instructed those who were well how 
to care for themselves. After the epidemic abated the Adventist 
ministers again put up the tent, the meetings were regumed and People 
erowded into the tent, among them my Tather, . When he heard the sermon 
on the state of the dead he made the decision to accept the beliefs 


and join the church.” Later this convert, John B, Judson, was 


"fam - the Sa Pancual F lley;en@/for 8 ome 
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In June, 1871, Loughborough and Cornell held their first 


meetings in San Francisco. They pitched their Joes on the south s8ide 
opening 


of Market Street between 9h and 6th and the £+ypet Sermon arew an 


audience of several hunted. At that time, according to the Daily Call, 


there were representatives in San Francisco from practically every 
nation on: earth and every state in the Union, and the turnover in 
population was 80 constant that with the pacsing or an eighteen month 
period there would be 25, 000 people in the city who had not been there 
before. Many of these transients bound for foreign ports attended the 
meetings and took away with them tracts and pamphlets to aistribute on 
their Journey. The missionaries continued their preaching until ia 
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aty new members were added to the ehurch, 
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4 RS The following Sumner of 1872, Loughborough and Cornell chose 


— —— 


© lot opposite the courthouse in Woodland (pop. then e2000) 


Ki by \ - 


on whioh to set up their Gospel tent. Attracted, no doubt, by the unique 


zetacle to a church under canvass and the eloquence and zeal of the 
two preachers, more than one hundred and fifty persons attended the first 


Service and by the following Sunday the number 8welled to one thousand. 


The meetings continued with unabated interest until the middle of September | 
when the work of the church was given further impetus by the arrival of | 


Temes White and his wife, Ellen G6. White” from Battle Creek, Michigan. 


_ The ammall company of Bible students which finally resolved | 


into the Seventh-day Adventist church, in studying Revelation 12:17 and 


dn tb rn os. > 


= — Sod ht whine <EnG9, © Atntees: 


19:10, accepted the belief that the spirit of prophecy should be mani- 


x by 


fested in the Temnant church in: the generation preceding Christ's second 
| advent. To them it appeared that Ellen-G, White (1827-1915) gave proof 
that 8he was endowed with this special gift of prophecy, During a long 
ministry She did much to |shape the policies of the Seventh-day Adventist 


denomination and unify the churches. She was the author of 42 volumes 


© Aots of the Apostles, Christ's Object Lesgons, - >, 
, Fundamentals of C 
ist and Satan, Life Sketches of Ellen G. White, The 


. 


Stian Education, The Great Contro- 
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, Patriarchs and Prophets, Steps to Christ, and 
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FO her writings were designed to supplant or to add to the cannon of the 
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WW, __ Seriptures, After the death of her husband, James White, in 1881, Mrs. 
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continued to travel extensively attending conferences and camp 


wy 


RAW Nd gen 


- & + 1 
: o Tx 4 bh «4 : 
' 5 ny LAN 
g $a ett p - a - " "R - 


s. She labored in Europe from 1885 to 1888, and in Australia _- 
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his work as president of the General Cour CF Snce and editor of the church. 


cause of ill health James White had been forced to give up temporarily 


paper. To Wel0ome the Whites, the believers a56edt.60 at a pleasant oak 
grove on the farm of a convert in Windsor where the pavilion tent and 
thirty camping tents had been pitched. James White arrived to preach 
the opening 8ermon at this first Seventh-day Adventist campmeeting in 
the state, held the latter park of September, 1872. .”"I think I never 
8aW a company all together,” wrote Mrs, White, "s0 intelligent, 80 
exceptional 1n every way, as the company we met on the campground, " 

At the close of the campmeeting the Whites spent a few weeks with 


Loughborough and Cornell as they continued their preaching in Woodland, 
church 


_ o - 


then responded to an invitation to meet with the Vebievers in San Franciseco. 
here 


[— a Sstate meeting of-tho-eomrepss Was held/in February, 1875, the 
consisting of s8even churches and 2588 members 
aSgociation was res0lved into a 8 Fate Gonference/ and J. N. Loughborough 
was elected president, a position he retained until 1878. | 
In May, 1875, the newly organized conference began a sumer 
campaign or evangelism in Napa Valley, and 4n the fall of that year a 
campmeeting was held in Yountville. S1XxTy family tents as well as the 
8ixty-foot pavilion tent were pitched, and the attendance ran as high 
as fifteen hundred in an evening. Here planswere laid for establishing 
a publishing house. Recollections of this meeting are told by Alma E. 
MeKibbin, teacher and author, whose parents were in attendance: | 
"\mong the s tories my parents told me in my early childhood was - 
one ,of a campmeeting held at Yountville. . . .The matter of Special | 
importance at this meeting was the need of a paper in which to publish 
the Biblical truths which were 80 precious to them and which they Telt 
it was their duty to share with the world. My parents had but recently 


come from the middle west,. where money of any kind was SCarce, especially 


g014 coin. when the people wore” aaked | to contribute to this contemplated 


onterpri is ©, my rather, Looking BDOYS over the agenbled Congregation, Re» | 
| = ER path, DT motto ntor nn eee BS , _ > S. 
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. to himself: 'These people will not give enough to buy the ink 


; rv the first 64ition.' But the hands that went into the pockets of 


4 


ue Jeans or the folds of print dresses brought out not silver, but 
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- 
* 
-% p 

- o b 


. 14 - gold coins and, more amazing 8till, unminted gold in bars and 


= 


wedges. Soon thousands of dollars lay heaped upon the rostrum, the 


gifts of a humble people moved by a great faith." 


Oakland, then a city of about 18,000, seemed the strategic 


® Spot in which to begin the publishing work, and -in the spring of 1874 


Tames White, as publisher and editor, put out the first Paper bearing 


Bios the title The Signs of the Times, with gubscription terms "Two aollars. 
; 'a year to those who choose to pay, and Tree to all others as Tar as the 
| Paper is 8ustained by the donations of the liberal friends f the cauge”; 
its objective, an eXPO8Sitor of the prophecies, A reporter of the signs 
_—_______ of The times. In 1904 this plant, the Pacific Press Publishing 4880ciation, | 
-—— was moved to Mountain View, thirty-eilght miles south of San Francilsco, 
mhere it sbends today 8till devoted entirely to the publishing = ret 
7 cal, educational, health, and temperance literature, Aside from the 
7 Signs of the Times with an average weekly circulation of 550,000 copies, 
re: es other .chureh periodicals and religious books published have brought the 


| | | } 
, : 


" _ total 8ales during the last seven year period well over the twenty million 


| Sy CO; dollar mark. In addition to the main plant in Mountain View, it operates 
Eon C | three depository branches; also two factory branches devoted to the 


1 publication .of Christian literature in foreign languages, The branch *” 


We © factory in Brookfield, Illinois, on the outskirts of Chicago, publishe5 


p - _— 
">. — f ” 
* . 


: Fl : 6 7 ”- J 
» .* \ n 
” 2 de" ka : ) & [5 da . 
« 


"oY MM. af . { 3#; + 


cated in the Canal Zone at Cristobal, 8upplies literature, including 
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10us books and periodicals in twenty-six foreign languages; another, 
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At the third California Conference 8es8ion held in the. 
fall of 1874, William N. Healey, E, F. Unhl, C. A. Carey, Andrew 


Brorsen, Knud Brorsen, B. A. Stockton, J. S., Howard, A. VW. Bartlett, 
and John Judson were licensed to preach; and with the as51 8$8n00 of 
two evangelists fra the East, D. M. Canright and George I, Butler, 
the work of the oarch moved forward rapidly. The following year 


B. A. Stephens, J. D, Rice, and M. C. Israel were ordained, and J. H. 
Waggoner came from Battle Creek to aid in the preaching. Seventh-day 
Adventism took root in the sgouthern part of the state through the 
 4nitial efforts of the John Juason family who settled in the San Pasqual 
valley, 40 a rTesult of the preaching of William Healey who in 1880 
established the first Seventh-day Adventist church in Los Angeles. Later 
Healey held tent meetings in San Diego and in 1887 organized a church 
there. | | 
; | Lg 
Thus the story of the Seventh-day Adventist church in 
California quickly Passes into a larger phase where it cannot be told 


in the lives of a few men. 


In attempting'to follow the Scriptural pattern of Christ, 
who. spent more time in ministering to.-the s1ck than in preaching, the 
Seventh-day Adventist ehureh early in its history placed Special emphasis 
on this dual capacity of the Gospel. One of the first moves Was to 
Sstart a des mis88ionary program to Promote the principles, of heal th- 
ful living and the rational treatment of digease. In 1666 the Western 
Health Reform Institute, later known as the Battle Creek Sanitarium, 
was established on the OUTSKLP ts, of Battle Creek, Miehigan; and from 
- the scientific experimentation carried on there and at the later | 


established ANGPL CGR Medical ui 5Lonary Colleges. a ATT EM evolved which 
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nce has been incorporated into a chain of hospitals, sanitariums, | 
ensaries the world around. ; 
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The first of these medical units to be established in 


___ California was the St, Helena Sanitarium. This was built with contri- 
| TEDE'S; 


butions from members of the church and opened its doors in 1878, A 


few Years later a nurses!' training course was offered. Today the 
| graduates from this school of nursing total about one thousand, many 


of whom are gerving in foreign miss1lon fields; and the property of the 


155 bed sanitarium and hospital embraces some five hundred acres of 
land with more than fifty buildings. 


” 
yy 


Þ- | During the eighties and nineties Ellen G. White and other 
Foe 3 TEag denominational pathfinders traveled extensively preaching their gospel 
OAT 24g of healthful living, and in 1901 the directory of the Seventh-day 
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Adventist ehureh 118% 


86 medical missionaries of whom L111 were 
qualified MAFPAETACS « In 1900 Ellen White returned to California and 
.. ____ made her home at "Elmshaven, " St. Helena, The following years, until 


her death in 1915, were devoted to writing much of which was directed 


j toward the urgency of promoting a strong medical missionmry work in 


- 


_ Southern California, —* - | 
WY 6; IE | Between the years 1902 and 1905 properties were purchased and 
{ © t+hree 8anitariums established. The first, the Paradise Valley Sm itarium 


hd 


: = : hy OB - r 


___ | 
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| on the outskirts of San Diego, now has a 115 bed capacity. The second, > 
Te the Glendale Sanitarium, one of the finest of its kind in the United 
fe. - States with its 225 bed zanitarium and hospitel, was built with contri- 
I : 4 butions not only from members of the Seventh-day advent ist ehureh but 
lt Fol = fas. From eivie-minded residents of the surrounding communities who 
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+third, now a 135 bed sanitarium, was established at Loma Linda near 
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At this Loma Linda site, in 1909 the Seventh=day Adventist = | 
denominational medical school, The College of Medical Evangelists, | 
was officially born, superceding the american Medical Missionary 
College in Battle Creek, whose unique existence terminated in that 


year, The Tacilities of this medical college, which is rated as a 


elass "A" gschool by the American Medical ads0ciation, linclude, aside 

from the Loma Linda campus, a 207 bed clinical unit in Los Angeles, 

The White Memorial Hospital; also two schools of nursing (one at 

Loma Linda and one in Los Angeles), a school of dietetics, and schools 

of physical therapy and clinical laboratory technology. The aratuates {| 
: of this school who have received the degree of Doe tor of Medicine, 
number 2277, many of whom have gone-as' medical missionaries to almost 
every country of the world, 

Perhaps the most outstanding feature of the Seventh-day 

Adventist church from its beginning has been the emphasis given its” 


Seventh-day Adventiists | 
educational s8ystem. Education, / kaey believe, should comprehend the 


"harmonious development of the physical, the intellectual, and 
Spiritual faculties"; and their system today starts with the kinder- 
zarten and carries through to advanced degrees. The first definite 
steps toward establishing an elementary and academic school system 
in California were ' taken at a campmee ting held in>Sacramento in 1881, 
The following year the first school, Heal dsburg College, was opened. 
In 1909 this was relocated at Angwin, and is today known as Pacific 
Union College, an accredited college of Liberal Arts, with an extension. 
"branch in Hawaii, and en enrollment of 950 college students. A 
s818ter institution, La Sierra College, established at arlington in 1920, 
carries the zame Scholastio rating, with a present enrollment of 770 


college students. The ehurch als supports 18 academies and 142 _ 
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fornia with a total membership of 45,168. 
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early pioneered evangelistic work in Nevada, 
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ian Islands, and the constituency of these areas 


1ifornia to form what is knom today as the 
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nee of Seventh-day Adventists,with offices | 
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80 located here is the headquarters of the church's 


Listic organ of the air, The Voice of Prophecy, which today 
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the people to be patient "unto the coming of the Lord," 
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, he introduced the illustration of the husbandman who patiently 
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IS 


to germinate, to grow, mature, and ripen for harvest, -- "Behold, 


naiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience 


SL, z | For it, until he receive the early and latter rain." James S:7, * 


: 


5 'On this pazzage of Scripture we find this comment in Jamieson, Fausset & Brown's 


; 
G 
' 
/ 
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_ * 


tter rain about March or April, to mature the grain for harvest. The latter rain 


: Fon that Shall precede the coming spiritual harvest, will probably be another Pentecost- 


Ee like effusion of the Holy Spirit." A prophecy, as well as a comment, | 


_ ——— 


% 


| 


About fifty years ago there was such a "Pentecost-like effusion of the Holy 


Spirit," and the people who class themselves, and are classed, as Pentecostal peoples, 


£7 : believe that that "effusion" was "the latter rain" that God designed should "mature 


ng the grain” for that coning spiritual .harvest that our Lord spoke of when He sa1id,. "The 


F 


harvest is the end of the world,” or,. according to the Revised Standard Version, "the 


. 


end of the age." Matt. 13:39, Pentecostal people, generally, believe that we are 


—— 


living in the last days of ”Pthe last days,” and that the Lord's coming is very near. | 


They believe that the "effusion of the Holy Spirit" that characterized the turn of 


z the century was a part of the divine program, being designed by God to muature the 


oo 


. grain for harvest, and that this "effusion" or, outpouring, should be regarded as 


the outstanding evidence that we are approaching the culmination of the church age, 


t 1t will S00n be said that "the fulness of the Gentiles" has come in, and 


v/ 


"taking out from among the Gentiles of a people for His name," 


þ Hs © 


Ll 


ing of this Latter Rain outpouring of the Spirit there was « fear 


. 


'of the Spirit-baptized believers to continue in the organizations 


ted for the reason that those "organizations almast un- 
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lence that the Spirit-filled believers were Sure was 4 


hundred and twenty believers, who, "when the _ _- 
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| to 8speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them | utterance,” acts 2:4. For —_ : 
eral years an extreme view concerning PO RANANS $408 prevailed, and the Fe: and file | 
of the believers oppozed all SUggestions that they be organized into a body, aggert- 
PO. that the Lord is He who forms the Church which is the body of Christ, that the. 
Church is an organism, not an ODD OP7 7 4 and that the tendency of organizations, 
wherever they have been attempted, has been to curb the activity of the Spirit, and 

| hamper the freedom of the saints, and that it is 8ufficient that we have the Spirit 

| to inspire us, and to "guide us into all truth," 

But as time passed it became evident that some sort of an organization was es- 
Sential, Kissilonary zeal characterized the Spirit-filled group, and in order to carry 
on the work of world CELRPATINEINER GT OT TS TORY it became apparent that it was nec- 


e88ary to put forth co-ordinated effort, and that this could not be done SUCCes8- 


fully without ara tio, 22 out of the initial outpouring of the Spirit there 


\ 


have risen numerous Pentecostal organizationse 


Among these the one with the largest constituency and misslonary program 1s the 
As8S8emblies of God, It came into existence in the year 1914 at Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
where a group had met for the purpose of ' devising means, under divine guidance, for 

aggressive 
closer co-operation in the work of God and more , agygruatus effort to promulgate the 
"full gospel" which Pentecostal people believe includes belief in Divine Healing, 
the imminent coming of the Lord, and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit according to 
Acts 2:4, 


It was not long after the formation of what was called the General Council of the 


As8semblies of God until District Councils began to be formed in almost all parts 


— — ſO _—oo__— + — 


« of the country, the District Councils being, not gubservient to, but constituent -- 


parts of the General Council fellowshipe. 


Of the original group that formed the General Council, the only one 8till living 


who is connected at the present time with the officiary at headquarters in Springfield, 


Ae | 
| Moe, is Dr, J. SS thomas tb FLQOORS Se0r0tarys One For aftor our” organization I 
; tu wt t | | | 

was effected we-hed $506 622008 ministers 11i8ted on books, At the preent tims ; 


Art —S 
_ w&_havs MYMENEMEYBNE 6,200 6FLRTB0 ministers, and 4,377 L10enged ministerse of this 


' number 1,471 reside in California. 
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= we DL T ot Cound 11s have been formed in California, each of these including, at 
a a and Nevada District, and the Southern California and Arizona Districts WOE 
| Th Arizona became a LS Diatriet with its own Superintendent and Pres ' 
Y At the time of organization the head of each District was known as Chairman; 
: oR bs: uently, in order to bring the Districts into line with the Constitution of the 
- General Council, he was given the title of Superintendent. ; 
| The first of the Districts in the state came into being in Glad Tidings Temple, 
San Francisco, in 1918 when approximately forty ministers came together at the in- | 
| vitation of Pastor R. J. craig for the purpose of effecting the organization, Pastor | 
| Cralg was chogen as Chairman, and served in that capacity until the.time of the | 
: eighth S08810n, at which time it was decided that the Chairman should give his full | 
time to the work of the District. M. T. Draper was elected, and after serving for 
ton years, was Succeeded by J. Paul Thommen who died while in office in 1939, Since | 
| that tine the office has been filled by R. J. Thurmond, Leland R., Keys, and Up VT. T. : 
I” Gaston, the present Superintendent. At the present tine the ministerial membership 
Fe: 3 consists of 725 ministers, of whom 418 are ordained, and 49 are missionaries, either 
: ordained. or Licensed. - f 
2k The Southern California. and Arizona District came into being in Los Angeles in 
1920. A group of ministers' came together at the invitation of Dre, George N. Eldridge, 
bs: | pastor of Bethel Temple, and elected Dr, Eldridge to the office of Chairman. Three 
28 + years "i Dr, Eldridge relinquished the office on account of failing health, and 
BY 6b - as Succeeded by his son-in-lan, Louis F. Turnbull, who had been a missionary in 
[ Yes IH India for nany years and had returned to become Assistant Pastor of Bethel Temples. 2 
- | \ Upon his resignation two years later, due to pressing duties in connection with | 
by | | ES Bethel Tenple, A. G. Osterberg became Superintendent, serving in that capacity for 
Pe ny yoars, being 8ucceeded by Ben Hardin, who, in turn, was Succeeded by F. C. 
TAY th, the progent Superintendent. At the pregent time the total ministerial | 
nl, | of the District is 746, of whom 477 are. ordained ministers, and 24 of | 
= : En o 6d cervice as foreign aleoLemricn, or are ——— 8uch service | 
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| standing. Nearly every as8enbly has had a miss8ionary vision, and ome of them have 
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Each of the Districts has streased evangelism and world-missilons, and the cone 


tributions that have been made both in missionary personnel and money have been out- 


£ 
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: 
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excelled in/their vision and giving in a most unusual manner, giving the lie to the 
old 8lander that premillennialism paralyzes missionary enthusiazm and effort. our 7 421 _ 
people are all premillennialists, and the ratio of their giving to world-emissions may 
well put many postmillennialists to shames, 

According to the report made by Noel Perkin, Missilonary Secretary, to the Gen- 
eral Council convening in Seattle in September, 1949, the As8emblies in the United 
States contributed to World Missions during the twenty-three month period ending 
June 30, 1949, the sum of $4, 712, 643.60. Of this sum California contributed $604, 133, £0, 
a larger sum than that contributed w F eventbiice in any other single states, 

The educational institutions which have played, and are 8still playing, - an im- 
portant part in the organization, are Glad Tidings Bible Institute in San Francisco, 


the Southern California Bible. College, now located near Santa Ana; and the Latin 


American Bible Institute which was founded in San Diego by Miss Alice Luce in 1926, 


and was moved to Los Angeles in 1941 where it enjoyed steady growth until it became 
apparent that it was necessary to SeCure larger quarters. 4 four-acre tract as 
purchased in Puente, and building operations commenced, the first s0il being turned 
by the Misslonary Secretary of the General Council, Noel Perkin, Oct,26, 1946, 31n0e 
the founding of Ds s8chool a total of 162 students have graduated, a majority of 
whom are engaged in active pastoral or missionary service among the Spanish-speaking 
peoples 

Glad Tidings Bible Institute was founded in 1918 in connection with Glad Tidings 


Temple in San Francisco, Irs. Mary Craig, the wife of the pastor and founder of the 


Temple, Robert-J. Craig, has been regarded as the founder of the Institute as Bhe it 


was who had the vision and gave $40, 000 of an inheritance she had received for its 


founding. It had a very humble beginning, but s0on grew until it had a student body 


of approximately 200, Rooms in the Temple were fitted up as class rooms, and a Six- 


story dormitory was constructed in connection with the Temple to provide living 


a 
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. le and dormitory having F—= estimated value at 7 
ctely a anarter of «a million dollars. Pastor Craig died 
pastorate Is the Temple by Leland R. Keys, who had 
ntendent, and is the present pastor. The Bible Institute had been 
: Lvately oune@ | and managed, having siuply District endorsement, but under the 
| Y | pastorate ar Pastor Keys was turned over to the Distriot which assumed complete 
control, Since the founding of this Bible Institute, which was the first educational 
institution to be founded under Pentecostal supervision in the state, more than & | 
| thousand graduates have gone out to minister in the hone land or 'in foreign fields, 
| and Bome are rendering Service today in practically every 8state of the Union, and in 
; | almost every mission field where. there is an open door, The students have almost un- 
| limited opportunities to be adequately trained in practical work, as the Temple Cone 
ducts a down-towun Missilon which 1s open every night in the year, and as San Francisco ; 
is a St from which students can go to various near-by communities to render 5$Ser- | 
- vice in the founding of new assemblies or in evangelistic effort in assemblies whose 
EIS  pastors foel the need of Such azsistance. The Temple 1s one of the most aggressive | 
| evangelistic centers on the Pacific coast, and the pastor, Leland R. Keys, 1s one 
£5 of our aioss and most forceful preachers. For many years there was an evangelistic I 
:  poervice in the Temple every night of the year, and a service is held almost Srery 
TEN wy bh : ; evening at the present timss The leading evangelists' of the iszemblies of God.visit L 
HR = and conduct Services from time to time in the 62 80 the students are afforded 
| _ - ER adequate opportunity to become acquainted with the methods employed by the various 


lists, and also to render practical Service in the moet 


et ings held, 
Fg : | £5 Ty "a F - 


+ The Southern California 'Bible College had its inoipienc in Los Angeles in 1920, 


= : pts | E : - | | p—_ 
| being founded by Rev. and Mrs, Harold K. Needham, to whom God gave a vision of the 
Y FS eo: ET t need of an institution for the training of young people for Christian ser- 
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knowledge of the great truths of the Bible and of the will and plan of God for 


the human race, There was als0 a lack of training in the fundamentals of education and 


in the ordinary ways of life, thus making it difficult for young missionaries to 


master a foreign language or to impart to others a knowledge of spiritual truths which 


they had experienced. Hence 'a training school for Christian leadership' -- the South- 


erh California Bible Colleges," 


_—__ 


The institution was launched in the large residence property of Rev, and Mrs, 
Needham, with the help of Rev. D. W. Kerr and ReVes Willard Pierce, In 1922 the first 
class of 11 members graduated, New courses of study were added as the need pregented 
its8elf., The grout was healthy and Steady, and in 1927 the Property once COMP IEG 
by the Annandale FERENT Haus and later converted into the Pagadena Military Ac- 


LE 


ademy, was acquired trench the enerous 574 of ur, and Mrs, M.E.Laynee The school 
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was goon given recognition by the state as a Theological College, Then Vorld Yar II 


engulfed the world this was the first institution inthe group of Pentecostal schools 


whose graduates were recognized by the Var Department as eligible to appointment as 
Army Chaplains. Up until the present tine (1949), 525 students have been graduated. S 
of this number 78% or about 409 have gone into full Christian service, and some who 


did not complete tneir courses of training are numbered among those who are: devoting 


their full time to the work of the ministrye | - 
The buildings in Pasadena being found inadequate to care for the gronuing 8tudent 


body of the expanding institution, a new 'ocation was sought, 120 acres of the Santa 
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Ana Air. Base being purchased, The Layne Foundation gave $100, 000 for this purchase, 
to be added to other available funds, and a loan at a low rate of interest was Secured 
to make up the necessary balance, As the Southern California District, with its fi- 


%. 


nancial resources, is back of the institution, it can| aafely be aid that it rests 


>» 


2 


upon a very stable financial foundation. Dr. Irvine J. Harrison is the present Pres- 
ident, and the Southern California Bible College promises to be a great asset in the 
future to the Assemblies of God, and to a of California, 

_ One of the outstanding organizations of the ASSemblies of God is the young peo- 


| Þle's organization known as Christ's Anbas8adorfe, To California polongs the distine- 
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tion of having originated the novenent that i88ued in this organization which has 


| os nation-wide in its extents 
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progenting 30 asgemblies, cane together in Oak- 


= and regolved themselves into a business meeting | 


and methods for promoting the work among young peo- 


7 & pastor in Stockton, was chosen chairman, It was decided, in 
| ty and further progress, to SIA Gadd catmeal CE tioas: The name, : 
rs for Chri« was chosen, and at the next convention, held in 
Ls ys ' Re Steelverg was Ye President. That office he occupied for ten 
, years. At the last 2e85io0n of the General Council of the AsSemblies of God, convening 
'in Seattle, in September 1949, he was elected to the office of General Superintendent | 
of the Asgemblies of God, Succeeding Ernest S. Williams who had efficiently filled 
= ke at office during the i 20 years. 50 ms General Superintendent is a Califor- 
SN ai man who was one of the first, if not the first, to have a vision of the need of | 
& young people's organization. X 
other parts of California several groups of young people were formed for aggnanaminse 
| aggressive Christian effort; and in the fall of 1925 an effort was made to merge 
—_—_ -... these groups into one bodyyg «wa To Carl Hatch who was leader of the young people in 
| + : : 


Bethel Temple, Los Angeles, belongs the credit for having s8uggested the name, Christ's 


Ambagsadors, which was finally adopted as the official name of the organization which 


received district recognition. As this name, through publicity given in the Pentecos- 


if JJ? - 


tal Evangel, the official organ of the A4s8emblies, became generally known, young peo- 


le's groups in many of the ass8emblies adopted it, and the organization in northern 


: 


'@ better fellowship, to drop its own name, and adopt it als. 
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7 1 - : ws rk that has been accomplished by these young people since they became an 
2 = zed body has been of far-reaching 8ignificance. Their zeal for the cause of 


ization, has been, it is believed, unsurpassed by that of any other group 


xr 8126, A *Speod-the-Light" program was Launched in 1944 for the purposs of 
biles, airplanes, frigidaires, and other havipment for the missionaries, 
to ma le the more opeedy evangelization of pagan lands, and the sum of $545,000 
=T 10ns of it by means of fairs and feativals, Of this amount our 
| ave contributed more than $100, 000. Fu | 
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In largely attended conventions, and at their numerous rallies, missionary 8p eak- 


ers have 8stirred the hearts of the young people to their depths, until sacrificial 


giving has been phenomenal, and many of the young people have not only given 1liber- 
ally of their means, but have placed themselves upon the altar of consecration for 


Service, and from among them many have gone forth to the regions beyond to preach the 


gospel which has meant s0 much to their own hearts. 


vention should be made of some of the outstanding churches that have contributed. 
to the success of the Assemblies in California, but lack of space limits the number 
to two, 
Fethel Temple, Los Angeles, founded by Dr, George N. Eldridge, is among the most 
flourishing and influential in s0outhern California, 4 commodious hougse of worship 
was completed and aedicated in 1916 on old Justicia Street, It was the privilege of 
the writer of this sketch to preach the dedicatory s8ermon on the text, "And he called 
the name of that place Bethel" (Gene28:19). In 1930 the city required the property 
for civic development, A new 83te was gecured at 1250 Bellevue Avenue, where a build-e 
ing with a seating capacity of & thousand was constructed., This is the present lo- 
| cation'of Bethel Temple, Dre, Eldridge, the founder of the Temple, was & commanding 
personality, a forceful preacher, an able expositor of the Word, and a fearless de- 
| fender of the faith. Vhen he became physilcally incapacitated for further active 
8ervice, and later died in 1930, the congregation Sustained a great loss, He was 
Succeeded by his s0n-in-law, Louis F. Turnbull, who, assisted by his gifted wife, 


Josephine Turnbull, who had inherited many of her father's traits, has been carrying 


on with marked 8uccess., Large congregations have attended the Sunday morning Services 
to be edified by Mrs, Turnbull's able expositions of the Tord, This church has deen 
one of the largest contributors to missions among our assemblies, having given during 
the past Lecade the sum of $110, 000. 
Glad Tidings Temple in 3an Francisco is generally regarded as the evangelistioc 
center of that metropolis, and is well known among Pentecostal people, not only 
| throughout California, but everywhere in the United States and Canada, It was found 
ed by Robert J. Criag, who in the early days of the Pentecostal movement vent through 


many trying experiences, but having unwavering faith in God, believed that he was 
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each evening. Pastor Craig adopted the sl as 


terally thousands were Saved in the 


Py 
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n-toun Missilon that was later established and financed by 


ls have been converted through the efforts of the students 


who later went out to render gervice as pastors, evangelists, and miss- 


; and it is believed that long ago the goal which Pastor Craig Set was 


| v Glas Tidings Temple is located at 1451 Ellis Street. The property was originally 
owned and operated by & close corporation, although Pastor Craig was one of the 
_- _ AsSemblies of God nintoters; but under the pastorate of Pastor Keys; a local Church 
el err me ronee | nas elected by the Temple membership, and the corporation turned the property 
8 i over to the properly constituted Board, 80 that the church is now organized, and 
| the property held, in harmony with the provisions of the -Constitution and By-laws 
TRE of the General Council of the Assemblies of Gods ET 
Ny —_ aro many other outstanding churches of A OT as tare. 7 
Y Bs ES able mentio on account of their aggroesive evangeliom or phenomenal misSionary | 
© © v2 | giving, and the act that they have contribute@-80” largely to the success"that has | 
KO IL Woe. ee OY our efforts wom the beginning; but in the Interest of the conservation of 
is vrief skotoh a. Ce reno PR DEER ED Maake 
sters, and members, believing that it is "not by might, nor by power, but 
, of God" that reeults are achieved, thank God most heartily that the 
| de ith us, and has "confirmed the Vord with signs folloning," and that | 
\o Holy 8 it is 84111 signally operating in our nidst, and we believe will con- 
ate until the day of the Lord's ontag when the great Head of the 
z> . of / the travail of Bi goul and be s8atisfied," ; | 
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> The number of ass8emblies in California affiliated iu HE es Council fellow 
ship is $12, and these have reported a membership of 27,100, This reported member- : $ 24 
| Ship, however, very inadequately represents the strength of the assemblies, as many | 7 ; 
or We people are 8still averse to having their names recorded on aan of ficial re- Ew 1 : 
« cords, maintaining the idea that, being members of the body of Christ, they ought s + 
not to be connected with any organization that they regard as human in origin, For all ; 
practical purposes, however, they are asSembly members, regularly attending the ger- | 
vices and contributing liberally to the support of the work, Eut, since their names 
are not on at records, > cannot include their number in the official report of uw Tk. | 
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It is not easy to secure agreement on a date for the beginning of Baptist 


_ 


history, Modern Baptist churches have taken as their standard of faith and prac- 
gs tice ehurches of the New Testament, and thus have claimed that the churches 
of the first century correspond in doctrine and polity to modern Baptist churches, 


The- older Baptist historians sought to 8how that the witness of the Apostolic 


NI TI 


8 - churches has never been lost, and that thus it is possible to trace an unbroken 
Succession of Baptist churches from thoge founded by the Apostles, The regult is - 
bn Ee ee a Strange listing as "Baptists" of groups which held to certain of the principles 


of modern Baptists, but few of which would be included in the Baptist fellowship I 


: if they now existed, "The instincts of the writers who made these exeursions into 
| of 


genealogy," declared Principal A. C. Underwood, "were sounder than their s8cholarship. " 


nr Om ne no ru er nie ESC EP EB 


= | A distinction made by Professor Henry C, Vedder is valid, He divides his 
YE | |... —  beok into two Sections of approximately equal length, .the first being a history of 
"= - : Y - Baptist principles, and the second a history of Baptist churches, The former begins _ 
| EE with the first century, and the latter with the geventeenth, when modern Baptist 


RES - f . 


——___  @hurches Cane into being, | 


jj © © * Modern Baptist churches throughout the world stem from a two-fold origin, 
"pO | and the other in the United States. Both movements aroge out of 


tist branch of the Puritan movement which had its origin in England in | 


- 
- 


of the 8ixteenth century. 
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ehureh at Gainsborough, in the north of England, was joined 2] 


. 
: \ o 
#5 > & - LIOES #F 


Se » © Por To oyoys Ad te >, on 
ws Se HE ..t Fs, © EC; $ 
ES, J =» : 


;bout 1606 by John Smyth, a minister of the Church of England, who became the 
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pastor or "teacher" of the group. The severe | persecution of non-conformists by 
James I caus ed the Gains borough group to emigrate to Holland, where they estab- 
146i thenbotves as the Second English Church at Amsterdam, Here menbers of the 
group became convinced of the scriptural WSIS of a regenerate chureh, holding 
that baptism is valid only on a personal confeacien of faith, Smyth. baptized 
himself, and then baptized Thomas Helwys and thirty-six others, thus forming, 
in TI the first Baptist church of modern times. 

Soon after, probably in 1612, Helwys and others of the group returned to 
London and founded the first pa traced oaron known to have existed in Mgland, 


a 


This movement became known as Greta Kpblots, borunes an accordance with 
Arminian theology FR. held to a general atonement, namely, that Christ died for 
all men, in opposition to. the view of a particular atonement held by Calvinists, 
that Christ died only for the elect,” | 

Another group of Baptists came into being in England before the middle of _ 
the seventeenth century, holding to the Calvinist theology, and known as Particular 
Baptists. Apparently the beginning of this movement came in 1633, when a new 
church was formed of seventeen members, Some of these held to believers! baptism, 
the church being of tmixed" boa." John Spilsbury became pastor of this 
group, and owntinils, probably in 1638, the church adopted Baptist principles and 
practices, and became the first Particular Baptist church in Fngland, In 1891 
the General Jap 3ots and v0 Particular Baptists united in the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain and rats. 

The beginning of the Baptist movement, in America is ass8ociated with the 
name of Roger Williams, whose emphasis upon "8oul liberty" and the Separation of 
Church and State places his name among the "heroic great" of American history,? 
In 1631 Williams reached New England and became pastor of the "Salem church, with 
i intervening period of Service at Plymouth. Five years after reaching New Eng- 


Land he was Sentericed by the General Court at, Boston to banishment from the colony 
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To "his friends fron Salen Joining with hin, In 1838 these settlers on- 
vo: : EL oP into the-"Providence Compact,” thus establishing the first government ever 
> founded on the principle of absolute religious liberty, 
| See | Williams Y this time was not a Baptist, However, he and others of the 
_ gettlers were led to believe that New Testament baptism was of believers only. | 
LS Henee, in 1639, Williams was baptized by Ezekiel Holliman, a former member of ” 
the Sale church, and then Williams baptized ten others, thus constituting the 
—— first Baptist church in America. 
Soon after this another Baptist church came into being at Newport, under 
FL: the leadership of John Clarke, The Newport settlement consisted of those who 


Sought to escape the persecuti on of the Massachusetts colony by establishing first 


- 4 CS | _ - 8 ? 


Bea: a s8ettlement in New Hamps hire and then on the island of Aquidneek, which they pur- 
Pk. c hased from the Indians and renamed Rhode Island, A church was organized, with 
Clarke as pastor, and gome years later, the exact date of which is unknom, this 
became a Baptist church under Clarke! s leadership, 16h is the traditional date 
for this, but the first definite knowledge is that a Baptist church existed in 

in 1648, | 


The progress of Baptists in.what is now the United States was slow during 


mm” 


- 4 


ET Eau :  - ihe first century of their existence, However, after the Great Awakening which 


= 2 on M in Northampton, Mas8achusetts, in 1734, the growth became rapid, The or- 
FF : p : ; L2 ion of As80ciations aided in this growth, but the most significant agency 
2 _ : | ; Int expansion was the American Baptist Home Mission Society, which was or- 


York on. 27,1832, The Society owed its origin to the missionary 
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Peck and the missionary statesmanship of Jonathan Going, Its 
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been carried out heroically and Sacrifically 
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by a host of hane missionaries, who have ones a2 danger and difficulty, disease 
and lone1iness and privation, It was this agency which was responsible for the 
beginning of Baptist work in California, and which has been a major factor in 


extending the Baptist witness in the state during the past century, 


BAPTISTS IN CALIFORNIA : 


The attention of the Home Mis ion Society was first directed toward Cali- 
rornia by one of its pLoneer missionaries, Ezra Fisher, of Oregon cans Before 
the new territory was taken over by the United States, Fisher wrote to the Society 
urging that missionaries bo gent to the scattered settlers there, After the terri- 
tory was ceded to this commtry he wrote with greater urgency, and in 1847 the 
Committee on Missions of the Home Mission Society was inotractid to conduct in- 
quiries concerning the need and practicality.of this service. The result was 
that on. September 28, 1848, the Society adopted the following resolution: "That 
we concur with the Committee on Missions in their view of the desirableness of 
establishing a misslon station at San Francisco in California, provided that a 
Suitable missionary can be gecured for that Service"? | ; 

The finding of the man was not an easy task, but "by an interposition of 
divine TP WANYM he was discovered in a young pastor in Jersey City, O8go0d | 
Church Wheeler. At first Wheeler resolutely declined the Pn Fn pe to become the 
first Baptist mi.884onary to dt raraka.: He had been in Jersey City less than a 

"oo and the re had made rapid progress under his leadership. "TI would not 
change my pulpit," he declared, "for any other in the United States." However, 
he and his wife were unable to shake off a sense of responsibility, For ten days 
they wrestled in prayer, At last light came and they knew that God was leading 


them to what the president of the Society had described as "the darkest 8pot on 


layman, Charles Le, Ross, _gave him excellent Support and encouragement, 


from the 


's : 
i © On November 16, the appointment, was made by the Home Mission Society, 


, at the foot of the cross, was removed from my 


and fifteen days later, on December 1, 1848, Wheeler and his wife 8ailed out of 
New York harbor on their way to San Francisco by way of the Isthmus of Panama, 


Space does not permit the recording of the long arduous Journey, There 


were many hours of discouragement and uncertainty, and almost constant danger and 


discomfort, kt, New Orleans they learned that the rumors of the California gold 


digcovery had been verified, 
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and from then on the Journey had "nightmare" qualities 


—— 


for the missionaries, with a dearth of adequate accommodations, highly inflated 
prices everywhere, disease and dangers, innumerable difficulties and delays, and 


Sg, L090 companionship with rough and profane men concerning whom Wheeler de- 


w 


"None on earth need the Gospel more." | 


= . 


Ninety days after leaving New York, on February 28, 1849, the missionaries 


clared: 


S8ailed through the Golden Gate on the steamer "California," the first steamship 


. to enter The Bay, Landing at San Francisco they found conditions that almost 


beggard desc ript Lon, 


- 


turbulent tent=city z» with the fever of gold coursing through every man's veins, 


The gmall Sleepy pueblo known as Yerba Buena was now a roaring 


a 4 
"D. . 


ER: | [ 
and with evil rampant and unashamed. 


"The vice and inmorality which reign around 
- me," Wheeler wrote, "far Surpassing anything I ever 8aw before, would, but for 
Divine assistance, mke my whole head 8ick and my whole heart, faint," 


-:b once Wheeler plunged into the work for which he had come}? A fine Baptist 


It was in 


built house of Ross that Wheeler held his first service elghteen days 


Cancerning this gervice the latter wrote: "It was cold and 


but with a short notice we collected a congregation, to whom I was permitted 


\ 


of the preciouaness of Christ to those who believe. There was deep emo- 


tears stealing dom the cheeks of my hearers ." 
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This was the beginning of a s8eries of vid tn Baptist history In | 
California which nates the year 1849 one of the most memorable in that long and | 
thrilling Story, In May, morning and evening 8ervices began and a Sunday School 
was organized, On June 8 a regular prayer meeting was started, Sixteen days 
later it was voted to organize a Baptist church, and on July 6 the church was 
c onstituted with six members. Two days later the first commnion service was 
held, On July 10, four days after the founding of the church a building was 
started, the first Protestant church building ever erected in California, and 
on August 5 it was dedicated, In October the first baptismal service was held, 
the other churches in the city disbanding their services in order that pastors 
and people might participate in this first baptism by tra cis the state, It 
Look place at North Beach, in the waters of San Francisco Bay, and the service 
created a profound impression upon a large congregation gathered for the occasion. 
In December the first, Free Public School in California was established in the-— 
First Baptist Church of San Francisco by John C. Pelton, a Baptist layman of 
Tremont Temple, Boston, who thereby laid the foundation of the state's excellent 
educati onal system, _ 

From these humble beginnings the Baptist witness expanded. The following 
year Churches were organized at San Jose and Sacramento, and two new-aleoLonarice 
_ arrived, Levi 0, Grenel and Francis E. Prevaux Growth was 8s low at first, but 


times of refreshing" added to the membership of the churches, In the Fall of 


in early Baptist history in the state. The combined membership of the three 


W: 


churches when this took place was 53, In 1853, the California Baptist Convention 
was organized, holding its first regular meeting at Santa Rosa in a grove of 


1850 the San Franc isco Baptist As 80Ciation was organized, as an important step 
trees, An interesting drawing of the Scene was published in the Home Mission 


Record of May, 185h, The first sermon was preached from the text: "God forbid _ 
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another epoch in the religious history of California, 


AV Unis Uwum there were 12 churches, th a total membership of 400, This Conven- 
tion carried on its work for three years when it was digbanded, In 1857 tw new 


EE ION 


DE en tions came into being, the Pacific Baptist As88ociation and the Sacramento 
nnd 'b The importance of united effort in the work of the 


2 Valley Baptist AsSociation, 
ES TSR r gdom, wich gave rise to these organizations, is expressed in a circular letter 


> | read at the meeting of the San Francisco As88o0ciation in 1853, "Union is strength," 


DE Pe [4 Said. "hs the fibres of a cable have an aggregate of strength, which they 
: 7 | would not Ra if they acted 8eparately, 50 Christiahs increase their s8trength by & 
= union," +? | | 
| Bog D Re  _ Meantime new Churches were being organized in various localities, some of 

| which had a brief existence, while others Were destined to Carry On a blessed 
© miniotry throughout the years, The Third Baptist Church of San Francisco, at first * | 
= 2: noun as the First Colored Baptist Church, was established in 1852; the First 
Þ | Baptist Church of Stockton in 1853; and the First Baptist Church of Oakland in | 

. EET 185k, In 1853 the first Baptist church in Southern California was organized, the 

> = I | <t at E1 Monte, then known as Lexington, Churches were reported in ie 

EE and Bernardino in 1860, although these did not hogan permanent organi - ' 

: mia , new churches being organized in these centers Some years later, It was 

| Dy that a permanent organization was effected at San Bernardino ; 

5 when the First, Baptist Church of Los Angeles really got underhay. 

h Life of many of the Baptist, churches organized in the 8tate 

5 | For a goc Cephas C. Bateman, writing in 1888, declared: 

$ State, though of Egyptian fertility, has dom to this wm RN 

| ve one for permanent, Baptist churches... . .Retrogression 

| than progression, " An 11lustration of this is 


_ pe 
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to be 8een in the case of the church at Weavertown, Trinity County, This chureh 


was organized by the Rev. W. S, Kidder, and a Short time later the latter wrote 


concerning "the 8ad story of its demise," "Mr. and Mrs, Domnhour, whom IT baptized 


there, goon went East, as also did the clerk, George H, lard; Stockwell eutored 
| | the army, and the Deacon hung himself," In 1867 Wheeler reported that 100 
Baptist churches had been organized in the state up to that time, more than half . 
of which had become extinct. The membership of the churches at that date was 2020; : 
As the years advanced new As80ciations were formed, and new State Conven- 


- 


tions were organized, The Second Convention came into being in 1.860 at San 
Francisco, and three years later an As80cilat ion Was. constituted ir in Suk Cali- 
fornia, the Los Angeles Baptist Ass8ociation, Previously the Baptist churches in 
the southern' part of the state had been rather loosely related to the San Francisco 
A88ociation, but it was impossible for them to participate adequately in this 
| _—__ Larger fellowship because of the problems of distance and -transportation, -Unfortu--. 
So Tg the s8trong emphasis on the independence of the Local church aroused a Tear 
of the possible domination of the churches by the Associatiom, and the early 8e8- ) 
s8ions of the Los Angeles koedtatiin were poorly attended, 

The closing year of the first quarter os California Baptist history marked 
the reormnization of the State Convention, The report that EAT PU that during 
the twelve months period nine missLonaries had been at work, Several houses of 
worship had been erected, anda new-As880ciation; the: sixth'in the.state; hah been 
organized with the name of EFastern Baptist As880ciation, The report presented a 
stirring het Les to the churches: "The future of our denomination in this tate | 
depends largely upon — not resolutions but action, giving earnest a nd aggressive 
work for God and his cause," The Rev, John Francis, ouperinendent of Baptist 


Chinese Missions in the state, presented an encouraging report of his work, noting 


especially the return of Dong Gong, the first convert of the mission in San 
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ts entered upon the 8econd quarter century of work the churches 


- is = were | "to give, and pray and work" for the extension of the Baptist fellow- 
w = "hls of the 8tate, However, Baptists once more evidenced a difficulty in cooperative 
| : work, : Differences of opinion and procedure developed, and in 1881 a large group, 
i including 8ome of the beat leaters in the state, withdrew from the California 
Baptist Convention and organized the General Baptist Convention of California,” | 
ET 6 The reason given for this action was the upholding of "the purity and efficiency 
| of chureh and ministerial life.....for the purpose of maintaining and propagating 


those principles which are absolutely necessary for true and permanent denomina=- 


tional Success,”" The older Convention 80on passed out of existence, and the 


General Baptist Convention of California became the agency through which the” 
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 fellowship with one another. and carried on their missionary activity. 


- 


A Hep __ Eleven years later another division occurred, but for a very different 
Z : reason, The gense of isolation felt by the ESPREM in Southern California had | 

_ _- already given rise to the organization of the Los Angeles Baptist As80ciation 
AQ [= | 7 an 1869, followed by the formation of the Santa Barbara As80ciation in 1876 and 
"20 "2B the San Diego As880ciation in 1891, Plans were now made looking toward the or- 
| B- TE Es ganizing of a thorn California Baptist Convention, Luding all the area 
- =- OS x the north line of Kern County and the north line of San Luis Obispo County, 
I E-:- 'to the Mexican border,” An early manuscript history states: "This move- 
S EY ; - : ow. as made as a matter purely of Sutninie and economy in the presentation 
; Ee transaction of our missionary and educational affairs, and not from diss8atis- 


th the brethren of the northern part of the 8tate. 


" . i * 
- 
4 


; move in this direction was made at a meeting of the Los Angeles 


in 1890, and the organization was consummated in 1 892, with 
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fifty-three churches and a total of 4,357 members constituting the new Conven=- | 


tion, This proved to be a strategic development in extending the Baptist fellow- 


_ s8hip in Southem California, and the number of churches grew rapidly, The two 


Conventions, Northern and Southern, have been directing in the development of 


Baptist work in the 8tate, both of them carrying on vigorous missionary, evangelis tic 
and educational programs , 

In. 1899, at the close of half a century of California Baptist history, the 
annual meetings of the various agencies which later united to form the Northern 
Baptist Convention were held in San Francisco in celebration of the 'Baptist, Jubilee 
in the state, At this time there were 120 churches with 9,864 members in Northern 
California, and 65 churches and 6,002 members in the South, a total of 185 churches 
and 15,866 members .<* 

The next half century 8aw remarkable growth in the number and s8trength 


of the churches. The following table indicates the development, and g8hows the 


Shift from the greater Baptist strength in Northern California to the Southern 


California Convention: 


Northern California Southern California Total 
Year Churches Members Churches Members Churches Members 
1.849 1 "FM "ER oY : 
1899 1.20 9,864 65 6,002 185 1 5,866 
1924 14h 20, 516 124 35,2% 2 68 _ 55,810 23 
IE -- 185 60,206 221 99,134 4,06 1 53 ,3k0 


I 


From the beginning the Baptist leaders had been interested in education 
and egpecially ministerial education, Wheeler's commission included instructions 
to give heed to education, and he gave splendid Lead ership and support in this field, 


as did many other leaders, It is an interesting fact that the first free public 


8chool in California was carried on in the building of the First Baptist Church of 


San Francisco, which was mde available for this purpose without charge, This 
gp | 


8chool was conducted by John C. Pelton, a member of Tremont Temple Baptist Church of 


TY _ come to California for this Specific purpose, bringing with him ; 
Fo OO - : ©s and a School bell, bearing the inseription: "Donated to the First | 
of San Francisco," Thus foundations of the beneficient public 
: 3 system of the state were laid," | 
: 4 Various s8chods, "Female Seminaries," "Academies," "Institutes,” were endorsed 
: and supported 'by Baptist groups, In addition, the importance of establishing in- 
stitutions of learning was stressed constantly, In 1850 the San Francisco A8so0cia- 
tion had a Strong Committee on Education; and in 18 53 the California Baptist Educa=- 
tion Society was organized for the definite purpose of establishing "a Literary 24s 


and Theological Institution.” However, the results were disappointing, In 1864 
' a Board of Trustees was elected to establish an institution, which was to be known 


AS "The University of San Francisco, " 29 | ; 


" A few years later a beginning was made which developed into California | 
- College, A Baptist institution which purchased college property at Vacaville in | 
| 1870 and carried on under severe handicaps for a number of years, ultimately 
_ moving to Oakland, where the collegs rendered valuable Service, In 1899 the 
Pacific Baptist Theolo Ig a Union was organized, and the following year instruction 
E  eetes began at Oakland under President E. H. Gray, Both of these institutions merged 


- 


þ ultimately to form the Berkeley Baptist Divinity Sehool, now one of the strong 


—_— <a; 


accredited theological seminaries of the denomination. 


In Southern California early efforts were made to establish an educational 


- es | the University of Ios angeles carrying on work for several Years. 
E - fo lowev ever, little success folldwed these efforts until the founding of the University | 


in 1909, now one of the strong Baptist colleges, with high standards 


a 


tian, | | 
, ; al of Baptist work in California has turned the eyes of the de- 


| ACr0Ss The years, It is a picture of lights and shadows, of dig- 
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of devotion and Sacrifice and achievement, The denomination now exercises a 


wide influence in the noral and religious life of the state, Baptist, churches are 
ministering to ten different national grazps, In addition to the two educational 
institutions mentioned above, the Spanish-American Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Los Angeles is carrying on successfully a unique ministry to the Spanish-speaking 
churches, In addition, dab are geveral other educational institutions which 
minister to the Baptist comstituency but without official recognition of the de- 
nomination, Als0, there are Several institutions organized for other purposes, 
giving evidence of the s8piritual vigor of the Baptist fellowship on the shores of 
the Western 8ea, These include homes for children and for the aged. 

This story of California Baptists thus far has dealt chiefly with the main 
group of the denomination identified with the agencies of the Northern Baptist Con- 
vai; In the Pioneer Decade both Northern and Southern Baptists participated in 
the establishment of the Baptist cause, but the state was early —_—— as the field 
of the BEL AS Baptists, As early as 1852 a Negro Baptist church was organized in 
San teens. and many strong Negro churches have developed, In 1949 the Northern 
California Baptist Annual 1isted forty churches with 9,476 members in the General 


27 
Baptist Convention (Negro). 


In addition, .there were eight churches not 1isted, 
making a total of forty-eight churches in the a8sociation, 2* In Southern California 
there are many 8trong churches 8erving the colored population, The Western Bapti s 
Convention of Southern California reports one hundred twenty-one churches with a total 


members hip of 75,000. ? This 8hows a marked growth in recent years, the published ; 
Minutes of the Convention in 1932 listing only thirty=seven churches.” 0 Many of these 


churches have been affiliated with the State Conventions and in some fashion with the 
Northern Baptist Convention, Some other relatively s8mall Baptist groups have carried 
on their work in the 8tate, but the great majority of the churches have been linked with 
the agencies of Northern Bapti sts. 


Howver, in 1%42 a group of 8mall churches not in fellowship with the State 
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the door for an aggressive program of expansion in California 
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- 232. churches with a total membership of 27,398, as of October 1, 


IR: At the same time, they maintain a number of important institutionss. 
SORE It is unfortunate that this has given the appearance of competition on the 
| part of these two great Baptist bodies, and vigorous protests have been made from 
time to time by Northern leaders. The two groups seem destined to pursue their work 


- — 


Ep s ide by 8ide, virtually as two Separate denominations » although bearing the name 


Baptist, Both groups are characterized by a warm missionary and evangelistic zeal, | 


. and both are carrying on a vigorous program of expansion, Fran 1940 to 1949, 5h 
ehurches of the 227 churches affiliated with the "ME OR California Baptist eh Pe 
78 have been organized ;”* while in the last ten years Baptist churches in the Northern 
ID | California Baptist Convention have increased 42 per cent, 56 new churches having 
| : __ organized in ha last decade 237 Practically all of' the Southern Baptist 
— | a formed during the past seven years, 
ER It is apparent that Baptists are taking a worthy place in the moral and 
ow spiritual life of California, 'The 8pirit of many who thus serve is expressed in the 
= = = 70 3 of one of the early misslonaries: "If I had one hundred bodies, and as 


tongues, I would lay them all upon the altar of God in California," 
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m Baptists, and in the intervening years they have made remarkable : 
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£ - 9), Pe 11; I:8 (April, 1850), p. 31; I:11l (July, 1850), 
es M nutes San Francisco Baptist As80ciation, 1853, p. 16, => | 
| We F 16, Cephas C. Bateman: Outlines of Baptist History in Northern California. 


Fe (1888), PP + 7-8, 
17. Minutes, California Baptist State Convention, 1867, pels., 


= 


| » Annual Report of the California Baptist State Convention, and Education 
Ds iety, 187h, PP. 8-9, 
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- Minutes of, General Baptist Convention of California, 1881, See p., 12, 
Years of Bapt ry in Southern California, (1941), 
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21, This manuseript iatory 1s in possession of the Southern California Baptist 
= - —— _-  Canvention, Los Angeles. 
22, Wn ates *& ths Dre Lic Convention of Northern and Central California, 
1899, PP» 59-6h; ceedings of the Southern California Baptist Convention, 
1899, pp. 20-21, : 
| + These figures, with the exception of those for the year 1849, are taken from 
OD the Annuals of the two Conventions, 
| 2k, Frank Souls et al., Annals of San Franciseo (New York, 1855), p. 679, See 
: | ot 1 Steamghip Pioneers (San Franciso, 1874), Pe 317; and WoW, Ferrier, 
Do inety Years of Kucation in California, 1846-1936 (Berkeley, 1937), p. 373 
£7 : ut ; WP Fs ric Baptiat, IR _ KY (tay, 1899), Po mY 
> : £ ) efert es in Sandford Fleming: Op. Cit., Chapter XV 
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San Francisco Baptist A880ciztion, 1853, pe. 36, 
S Apnual, 1949-1950, Ps lh, 
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30, Minutes, Western Baptist Convention of Southern California, 1932, Pe 36, 
Nashville, 1949, Reported by Dr. A. F. Crittendon, Executive Secretary, _- 
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. IJ» Report of the Statistical Department of the Baptist 
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; Southern Baptist General Convention of California, | : 
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+» "Fields are White Unto Harvest," (A publication of the Southern California 
Baptist Convention) 


33, Northern California Baptist Annual, 1949-1950, pe. 55. | 


3h, Home Mission Record, IV:h (July, 1853), p.kh; William Cathcart: The Baptist 
EncyecLlo 


dia, Þ. 1032, Sandford Fleming, Op. Cit., pp. 98-99, 


= OR 1 | 


Py Yb AF 37 


$48 


- 


"2" 


—_— OI” 


C's 


% dike Car df cnt rt 4 


wA—_—_ 
£ 
= 


/ ', 


«Gwe HAENCESAaADGD Ht ALES: oe 


3 aA 
- 


— 
hs 
af 
- 


< 
6 
: "a 4 
oy > +. 44 
( e { * 
. R 
- c 
. , - is T4 WT” + 
” \ "ot 
" » - b./ 
— #1 
wg 
= 
YO) 
. 0 
” - © : 
" T i» 
- \ ! 
: _ . " 
- = ” a, 
l C | 
: 
x . 
. o 
, ” a : . . 1 
»» Py a "w KAY * 
” i k S _ =” | wth " & & *\ 
[OLOOED . J > 4% v BF vr «> ———F« 
© . ! oy hs. | » "- Ts Corg.7 3s 1 
0 - : G "\ ; . k ("-v Pp. 
» . - . * - Fj " **, 
b y 2 (! F . : . ® , \ . I I «.y 
_ os $6 5 A REAR ICS del et tr rts PAM Ras Is Bris, bs Lay >, OW . : - , _ ——— __—w—_ VS Ws ern LO A SEA FI rn en DVD IE LI Ire LE EA Ge Ate eee AE Rn a Air hb Met os , 
b - ” avWVH- "þ " 
. _ ——_ ” 
= - oF 
v : EF . 
I, 
- v 4 8 
. 
k ” 
' ? . 
- > | - 
-— - j 
— __ . l 
- 4 - va + 
_— - -—- / 
p £ » , _ "X. 
. % ? - - ® p L Ts l 
® = - - 4 , - . G ow © 8 b 7% 
« . . - =_ ” dy : 163 = " 
A A ; __ = : : we , , 
/ e . ” - yp. > 2” 8.446 4... 2 . 4 
- l - "I" . _ ' 4 b % N 
Y þ4 = . ja - 
* s * - 6 % 


4 
8 


"Ss ; 
_— 
PRES 


* "2 4 
k. \ - - .. : rw 
q » Fi - F2 % 4 * 3 _ « 
"Oo © + 2 « "4 
ar. 
LP, GT "a. 


— 
+4 


KEY? 


2, ws | | | IS bee 
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Oh fo scanty historical record presented here concerning 
e Negro Baptist Church in California is due in large part to 
the conditions under which the early members of this race lived 


— 
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pioneer days. Education in the nature of formal schooling 


OO was a rarity among slaves and early freedmen, with the result 
that records were kept mostly in the portehable nencyea of 
| the folk in the congregations. In the cage of the few churches 
_ -hat did keep written documents, often these papers and books | 
were held in the homes of officials, where fire or other means 
= 088 destroyed them, Es | | | 
S There were two churches of the early days for which good 
CE DS, records were pregerved - the Second Baptist Church of Los angeles, 
E |; 20 en which lays claim to being the oldest Negro church in the West, 
os or at, least in Los Angeles, and the Second Baptist Church of _ 
© In 1890 five ministers met in the Ebenezer Baptist Church 
© | of: Oakland and organized. the Western Baptist As8ociation of | 
ia, the first Negro Baptist A8S8ociation in the states, 
men were C.H,Anderson of Second Church, Los angeles, Wk. 
of San Diego, W.H.Bromley, B.Avens, and A.J.Roberts. 
at Ject was to rpomote home and foreign missions, 
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and to unite in fellowship and work the Baptist churches of the 
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far west, The one As88ociation was designed to serve both the 

northern and zouthern portions of the state, 
In 1891 the first regular 8ession of the A8s0ciation was 

held, at Bakersfield, The second As8ociation Meeting convened 

in Los Angeles, in 1892, Rev, W.A.Mitchell was elected Moderator 

in 1895 succeeding C,H,Anderson, and continued in this position 
Soon the idea was born in the mind of Dr, Anderson to have 

as one of the objectives of the As8sociation a Home for Aged 

Baptists, This thought was shared by all present and a committee 

was appointed to look into same, By this time the Woman's AUX= 

iliary had been organized and it was ready to join in the purchase 


of property for the_establishment of the home, A 8ite was 8ec- 


ured in Vineland, and every department, of the As88Soclatlion accep- 
ted this: as their. project, Dr.,Anderson was named chairman of 
the board of Fromotions. 

In the Convention 565800 in august 1912 the Convention. 
decided to sell the Vineland property and purchase another 
8ite in South Los Angeles that would enable them to expand. 
This site was purchaged and a 16 room house erected and operated 
as a home for the aged. There were in all 6 acres involved and 


the property was goon free of debt through the efforts > the 
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good women of the Convention, headed by Sister Strickland, 
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y is Still in possession of the Western Bap- 
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vention of California (incorporated) and plans 
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foot to convert it into a Christian Center as it is | 


>; 
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located in an area where there are 24,000! Negroes. 
Tos . The Rev. W.P.Carter is President of the Convention, and 
Es in Northern California, 6 State Conventions, 19 
Peat. District As8Sociations and a membership of LA, 18 18 
Abu = : includes all Negro Baptists of all Conventions. 
TY SE noefetcts EEE Ea 5c 7 : : 
A 1ist of the Presidents of the Convention of Negro Baptist is 
mn | 1- Rev. C, .Andexs0n-1890-93 13- Rev, W.H.Rozier-l925-27 
ENS  2> Rev. Wet . Bromley-1893.-94 14,- Dr. W.D.Carter 1927-30 
© 3- Rev. W.A.Mitchell-1895-1908 15- Rev. H.B.Thomas- 1930-36 
+ Rev. J.D.Gordan= 1908-1909 = 16- Rev. 0-H. Hampton 1935-196 
8 Rev. 8 . Cooper- 1909-10 17- eve. W.P.Carter 1946 
SEES = WS regent President 
«Jackson= 1910-11. = | | | | 
H.Anders0n-1911-1913 DE = Fs ER | | 
Mb 193-19 -  _ ns | 
Rey. H.B.Thomas- 1914-1917 : | 
Rev. J.D.Gordan- 1917-18 ES. 2s 
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The family of Brethren bodies includes the Church of the 
Brethren, the O14 German Baptist Brethren, the Brethren Church, and 
the Grace Brethren, The Church of the Brethren is by far the 
largest .EFOUPs Formerly its official name was German Baptist 
Brethren Chureh and it is gometimes labeled as the 1Gongervative" 
The 014 German Baptist Brethren are the ultracongervatives 


The 


EPOUPes 


and are commonly known as "014 Orders" in Brethren circles. 


Brethren Church 1s commonly called the "progressives"(in thege 


elreles,) A recent division in its "ranks; however, bas regutted _ 


of 


in a new body known as the Grace Brethren, "—Ti8ge bodies trace their 


origin to a Paropean background and can be gaid to have come out 


P——_—— 


; of the Pletist movement which developed in the late geventeenth 


century. The Iutheran and Reformed ehurches had become gomewhat 


formalized by this time, and gome individuals felt that the emphasls 


on creeds had cauged Christiangs to forget that they were called to 
a new way of 1ife; dey felt that they needed to recapture, if 
possLlble, the gimple faith and dynamic of the primitive chureh, 
| Then, too, the long religious wars and their accompanying pergecutions 
had produced the convietion on the part of many that all this was 
incompatible with Christianity which was a religion of klndliness, 


devotion and good-will, Some left the State churches and began to 


—SRECINIL XS LCL CIR AD 7 ies ard 


hold meetings privately in which they gought further guidance in 
the Christian way. 
The first leader of the Church of the Brethren, Alexander Mack, 


came under the influence of gome of thege Pietigts, Ernest Hochman 


became his intimate friend, and together they made many journeys 


along the Rhine, Hochman taught that true religion involved a 


oY © he 


. 8 ab H \ 0 J 
4 A ho us ge has 24 + #6 edges 4 S£>2 

2+ — "_ ha” 8» Fa FAT, & 

_ "x; # +8. 5ST 24 EEC no in EMC IE 
7 SOLE fee 1g FOO. 2% þ 14 4, 1d a5 SETINTY o 

v5 I Ie. p. RT JORFOAR ur HI V L 
s Vv (f J, WS Reg [SETLTO (-< > "YEA SO, 98 
"7 - þ 


<a—_—— * 


SZ. 1 w 2 a *Jev,. PY 


4 . 4 » - 4 * 3, * K * . 
DOA ERP ; » . —_— RN 4 SE n | . . 0 \ » _ \* . a4 -A | . 4" EE. 8 0 l EE EE AA Ca 2a Re aaa Me bs 6 
& W3 ' " 


Page 2 


change of heart and perfect love of God and man, Like many other 
reformers they guffered pergecution, Mack, who came from the 
Reformed background of the Paletinate, was compelled to leave his 
home, ant flee to Wittgenstein where a friendly count gave him 
refuge, Eventually he came to differ from his friend on one 
important matter hh 1,0, that J egus ' coungel for the egettlement of 
aiegputes necegsitated gome form of ehureh organization, In 1708 
he and geven others decided to take this etep, As he degcribes It, 
at the little villaze of Schwarzenau, "eight pereons entered into 
a covenant with each other, by the help of God, to endeavor to 
attain to the commands of the Lord Jegus and follow him as their 
go0d ghepherd and leader", The eight included persons from ihe 
Cagsel, the Palatinate, Snitzerland and Wurtemberg, They differed 
from the early Protestants in two respects: they had no creed but 
the New Testament; they emphasized life ingtead of doctrine, Blnece 
the leaders had lived Through the terrible war of the Palatinate, 
1t ls not mrpAioing that they came to the concluglon. That war was 
wrong, They algo oppoged the uge of coercion in religion, Some 
of them located at Creyfelt, a Mennonite refuge in Prugsila, where 
they heard of the German gettlement in the Quaker colony of 
Pernnsylvania, In 1719 Peter Becker led a migration thither; how- 
ever, it was not until 1725 that the congregation at Germantown Wag 
organized, the first church of the Brethren in America, A gecond 
migration occurred in 1729, which included Alexander Mack, and &a 
third in 1735 Thus 1t happened: that practically the entire churenh 
and its leaderghip was transplanted to America, 

Until the Revolution the Brethren were found only in Penn- 


gy lvania, New Jersey, Maryland and Virginia, Kogt of them were 


engaged In agriculture, The most Important colonial leaders in 


a6d1tion to the Macks were Christ opher Sauer and gon in whoge home 


held their meetings from 1731-1758, 
printors i publiehed the First Bible in America printed in & 


The Sauers were z 


European tongue, Becauge Bauer Jr, oppoged war, he was considered & 


Loyalist in the Revolution and his property confilscated. 


By 1790 gome Brethren Were finding the pagses into eagtern | 


Tennes gee and Kentucky, By 1318 gome had crogsed the Mlaslsslppls 


and goon after the mid-century a few were beginning to find their 
way to the Pacific Slope, The general fever of interest which emept 


the country as a regult of the gold discovery touched but few 
Brethren, Though they were often influenced by the economic motive, 
they were not very gugceptible to the lure of gold in its raw atate, 
In June of 1852 the editor of the Gogpel Viegsitor (the official 
organ of the echureh) printed a letter from gome Brethren who had 
attempted to go to California by the difficult Panama route, He 
| Introduced it with this comnent : 


The following letter, which was commnLcated to us by reespected 
parents, both members of the church in Maryland, afflleted over 
the death of a dearly beloved gon, we ingert chiefly as A 
golem warning for all, who may have the degire to go to Call- 
fornia for gold, but who may o»» find instead thereof ,,, the 
grave, That this warning is neceggary for the readers of the 
: THLATSTs we have found in our late journey, as even brothers 
| - children, here and there, are intending'to go, or have gone | 
already, "being enticed by the favorable reports of thoge few, | 
that come back while they never think of the many who perished 
by the way .,... Pauge and think, dear young reader, what 
makes you think of going to California? Is it covetougness, 
the degire for gold? Read over the foregoing piece on that 
B28 gin, and then read this letter of a young man, like you, who 
had. to report the geath of his brother ,., instead the making 
of his' fortune in this deeeitful world, 


on - —_— aa 


Then follons the letter, gent from Acapuleo, telling of the | 
i voyage, the eudden death of one brother and the final task of gend- 
| ing the body back, in a "cagk of epirite", 


Ld 


The next year, another letter was published from one who had 


actually arrived in California and was working in the mines, He 
| had gone overland in 1852 by the Oregon Trail and 1ts braneh vis 
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the Humboldt River, He writes, "701d StLLL contimes to be found 
nearly as plenty as ever, but 1s more expensive to get it", Like 
the farmer he was, he obgerves that agriculture was carried ON ©OX=- 
tens lively and that potatoes, onions, turnips, beets and cabbage were 
to be found growing to an extraordinary gize, We do not know macn 
of thege Brethren gold-geekers, There may have been others, How- 
ever not the profits to be derived from mining but from farming were 
more responsible for the westward migration of the Brethren, and 
after a few had gettled on the coagt, the tleg of kinghip and the 
8gtrong degire of Brethren for the aggoclation of Their fellow 
Brethren brought many more to the West, The Brethren were then * 
geparated from whotx neighbors by differences in language, dregs, 
customs, etc, One can eagily understand why members who married 
out gide the ehureh and found themeelves Thougands of miles away 
from home might have periods of great lonellnegs and long degper- 
ately for the fellowghip of their om kind, The firest organized 
Church of the Brethren in California came out of Just guch conditions, 
In February of 1856, from the Pajaro Valley, Alfred Thompgon, 
who had married a widow by. the name of Nancy G, Caudilll, wrote &a 
letter to the Gogpel Vieitor gtating that his faithful wife, who 
had united with the church twenty-five years before, had expregsed 


great anxlety to hear the Brethren preach once more if pogsible, 


She and her daughter were the only members in California of which 
they knew, 


They were anxious to have & church formed, Ag for him. 


gelf, he knew of no reagon that would prevent him from uniting with 


the Brethren, He was willing to take the Scriptures for his rule of 


faith and practice, He gays: 


+» With guch a people I can go heart and hand rejoicing on 

my way, But in this benighted land we enjoy none of thoge 
privileges .,... If any of your preachers ghould come to Call- 
fornia, I would like to know it, and learn where they are, for 
I think if we had a good preacher here there might be gome good 


- 


Oo 


0 i 2 ———_— _ AT S<Phox oo 02.5 i 2 as wrratbeg.* es a SU gi 
\ s. WO VIS 4 - an. PE ' G27 Ne ern e534. Rau 7 ere edt ge te age wer err An ws Mm— ” _ 


, {4 ; P.'4 OC wr; h 
p os (4 \ fl o 1% TT 4 OT RO. 
3 rt TR ORs Hh ry ET TL re TE 
EPI. > > , \ Ti IO LE FO; 
, + Cad tk HEN L , " war” v3 4 
oy ; y ws Z > %., V * 0 4 at, £2 - A Fritens 4" Fn 34 v: Wan +22 
« 4 '- * E Wis . TY III RE - TY T4 EL. p #&e 3 
a= CHIN ES II. Roa; RIS = my ae 1% jy ran 
ne F206: >+ , . Po, » - > EPS 
—B 
we 


= _ 
3 ; 4 AY wy. © FLAE .”: 
1 Nos 0 Ja ; T9 *Ba FLOOD p Fg SH 0 TY TINT we ewng ® 
E 2  R S. PX +. vs - : SE py en CIP 
s . WG" = | Ui f 445 of} 'w = 5 * xe % Fd k 7 - 4 Kt, 4® Io A FI). z CY If. 6 Y 
\ \ C &. L 4 þ BD > . $4. *% : "1 | it | 4 


WY OR. 


% ph: 
© 


% oO 
Ay "17 
ESL L 
fs = 


4. SAC » "mM 
4 P 4,* ra Ac . s 

LEITCH ES 5 Ls 
te EL OR I RICA 

= F525 I. t W 0s. Ee") £1 Us G ns RY 
>. 044 wy $5 y A (LETS Hs AL x 
GPDIITS KL S915 ; 

LN Sil jpg > TOS oF 


f 
: 
: 


es 


> q 
#5 a 

I" Je 6 The 
0 o 


. l : 
= - bd 
ar 0 n _ | A a b . | wy 
; Me ae Ar i ra A I ts Ee en ent Eats | | 


T YV. TRe  IoF 


? 1 " . 
. . 
: 
. \ S Ls 


+. xv 8 Bas ALE 


"52 Pp 
#21 
Rs 


% 3-5 <4 
Ce” A 
= 


IT 1ive on the gouth aide of the Pajaro river near the 
--Y on the Bay of Monterey, And by looking on the map 
of California you will readily understand the degeription, My 
| houge 18 about a mile from the coagt, Adieu, Yours regpect-- 


Jo Alfred Thompgon. 
EO After this letter the editor of the Vieiltor made the following 


comment g 7 | 7 


Here is as Macedonian cry from California, Many have gone there 
| for gold, Among these have been gome of our brethren, Do any 
now feel 1ike regponding to this call? We ghould at leagt pray 
for them, and perhaps the Lord may open the way for their re- 
quest to be granted, 


: 


Mrs. Thompson and her daughter 414 not know of any other "menber# 


in California, but the evidence 1s fairly clear that about this time 


or ghortly aftlermards, there was on the way to California vis Panama , 


- 


an elder from Mrs, Thompgon's home gtate, George Wolfe Jr,, of 

Haneoek County, Illinois, A gtockily bullt man he was, and Jjudg- 

ing from his letters, large-hearted, gympathetic, and tolerant, As 
on he had gromn up among the "Far Western Brethren", his religious views 


were not regarded by the eagtern Brethren as entirely orthodox, 


However, he was very congscilentious, and, though he ghowed a con- 


.elliatory attitude in handling church problems, adhered firmly to 
the principles which he rezarded as important, | 


The Wolfe family arrived in San 'Francisco On the ailxteenth of 
- ____ December, 1856, 


From there they went to the Pa jaro Valley by gtage- 


| eonch, Though doubtless they had had many experiences on the gea 
I which tegted their valor, yet their hearts quavered as they firet 


came in contact with Californians on this journey, Years afterward 


' Elder Wolfe degcribed their impregslons as follows: 


This was the first time .,.. that we gaw 8ights that cauged us 
to reflect, t mast have been the feelings of the early 
WEE. 5 ayrietlans when the Holy Spirit ,.,. gent them to preach Him 
ON | in distant lands to a people fierce and gavage? Our conelugions 
In ro, that the game God that protected them, would protect us 
ree rough looking people, At every place the driver 
| to water thelr horges, geveral men, to gee the new- 
14 on the etage for a ghort ai etance, revolvers 


"40 their gides and bowie knives in the leg of their 
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boots, * (Brethren at Work, October 1, 1877), 

In the PaJjaro Valley they met two members of the Brethren whom 
he mentions as sister Caudell and aigter Phillips (probably Naney 
Caudill-Thompgon and her daughter); The Wolfes gettled at Watgone 
ville, then at Gilroy, With Wolfe were his three gons: TJ ogeph, 
John P, and Jacob, In a letter written in 1857 Jacob gays that he 
has hedged in his 1ittle plecs of land and get out four-handred 
apple trees, He mentions hearing that an acquaintance "worth 7,000" 
ig on his way to California and ourmi tes "ell, against hs gota here 
with his family and comes around the horn he will get his eye 
teeth cut and his pile lightened econsiderable" He concludes with 
a few original verses: ; 

I. want a heart to pray 

To pray and never ceage 


Never to marmar at thy gtay 

Or wish my eguffrings legs, \ 
I want with all my heart 
Thy pleagure to fulfill = 
To know myself and what thou art | 
And do thy holy will, 


Daring the next year the number of Brethren increased: and in 1858 
the church was formally organized at a meeting held in a grove On 
the Pajaro River near Monterey as indicated by Elder Wolfe, in & 
letter dated December 15, 1859, and publigshed in the Goapel Vieitor 
for March 1860, In the game iague a formal commnication from the new 
church was addregged "to the Brethren of the Atlantic States", The 
letter coneluded with an appeal for two or more ni.85lonaries to 1abor 
with them, and gtated that, though Two-thougand miles geparated them, 
they wighed to be held in remembrance , and recognized as part of the 
body, In Wolfe's pergonal letter, mentioned above, he gpeaks favore 
ably of the elimate and location, but gays that there are gome Things 


that are not go degirable about the regLon: for example, there is & 


2X erog8ged the plaing by wagon in 13862, 
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deal of land the title of which is in digpute, He gays that | 
> of the Brethren may move near Stockton where five members who 


ww 
» 


 ero8ged the plains the previous year had gettled; there was 


= government land there, and land moderately improved eould be bought 


from five to twenty dollars an acre, 
By 1860 the ehureh in the East had become quite interested in 


the Brethren in California and Oregon and there was mech digcugsion 


of the propoged migglon, and the queagtion as to whether migglons 


_ were as effective in promoting the growth of the church as colonLl- 
zation, The proponents of colonization contended that to gend migglon- 


4 


aries to labor for a few months would be money gpent in vain and 


labor lost, 
This view gradually gailned the agcendancys 


It would be mich better to urge minigters to gettle There, 
George Wolfe gives 1862 

as the date for the removal of the congregation to the San Joaquin 
Þ#---: _- Valley where 1t was known as the Chureh of California, This nucleus | 
at Lathrop was enlarged by new arrivals from the Eagt, Among the new- 
comers was a amall group from Carroll County, Illinois, who became 
leaders of the echurch firest in northern California and later in the 


gouthern part of the State, One of thege was Daniel Houger who 


Two years later Peter and 
Samel Overholtzer came in by the game route, There were alg0 


- Brethren in Napa Valley, Andergon Valley, and on the Merced, Thege 


| early groups 8geem to have been 80 g8mall that their whereabouts were 
pw not well known even in their own neighborhoods, henee when vislting 
Brethren came to California, it was not easy to Locate them, Jd., B, 
o who came to the coast in 1872, etopped for about ten days 
Ds ES Franciseco and then went on to Oregon meeting none of the 


thren, His letter to the Christian Family Companion, May 21, 1872, 
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_ s in resting for the glimpaees he gives us of San Francigco as geen 
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through Brethren eyes, He mentions the etrange mixture of ehurches, 
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theaters, ealoons and dance halls and gays: 


It 41s nothing uncommon to hear of murders, guicides, robbing 4 
and gtealing every day, and gtill they call it a very moral, \ 
nell regulated city, Well that may be but I can't comprehend ,,, : 
"ahy 1t is 80", but in a few days the ghip from here will gall 
and I'll be glad, for I want to get out of Sodom, Have as yet 
met with none of the brethren, | 
The evils of Sodom from which MeFaaden gought to egcape were 

hardly a menace to the Brethren, Dwelling for the moat part in 
1ittle valleys or gmall towns, holding their meetings in groves or 
gchool houges, they were far removed from the temptations of the 
great metropolis on the bay, However, there were dangers to be 
faced Jjugt the game though they came from within the group rather 
than from without; for while the chureh was glowly expanding by 
emigration and migslonary work, the geeds of diggenslon were groWlnge, 


Some of the news 


The very growth of the church precipitated problems, 
eomers had migrated from areas that were not acquainted with the 

eugtoms of the Far Wegstermn Brethren and wished'to continue in the 

ways that were more familiar to them, This ao trouble, In 1874, 

the Annual Meeting decided to investigate the gituation, The 

committee found that agome of the newer members digapproved of the 

methods uged in conducting the lovefeagt; others complained of the 

laxity. of the elder, and the congregational tendency in church govern- 

ment, One complaint charged that "Pride is tolerated too mich, Even : 
E14er Wolfe has departed from the order of the brotherhood in 

gimplicity of dregs and gome 818ters Tard] wearing hats, ribbong, 

vells, and other guperfluitieg", The committee did its beat to 

regolve the aifficulties, and permitted the S_ congervative mem. 

bers to organize another congregation; however, the difficulties did 


not gubaide, The "Progre s8ive" movement had appeared in other places 


begsides California, Many Brethren were now protesting againest the 
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er" of the church (1,0, the regulations as to dregs) and certain 


: ehuy practices guch as the free miniletry, The complaints were : 
: : concerned with externals rather than theology, The movement, 
3 reached a climax in 1881-2 when a general gchism occurred, and 
4 Be not only the "Progregsives' but another group known as the "014 
2 £7 Orders" sp1it from the main body or "Congervatives", The D1a Orders" 
wieghed to retain the free mninigtrye, They 418approved of certain , 
innovations guch as Sunday gchools, academies and "protracted meet- 
| ings"; They pregented their protegt to the Annual Meeting of 1881, 
Z but, as no changes were effected, in 1882 they held a geparate con- 
ference and have maintained themaeelves as & separate group ever gince, 
Some of the O14 "REM Baptist Brethren came to California in 1885 
and getiled near Huron in Freeno County, The firat comers among 
them were John Gish and family who came from Virginia vis Kaneas 
7 | where they had resgided for geveral years. In 1892 gome families 
from Ohio gettled at Hanford,  Thege Brethren had no minister, but 
_  oecaslonally visiling elders from the Eagt ministered to them, In 
> 1895 the Gish family moved to Log Angeles County, and we ghall 
; S oObgerve, in gubsequent pages, the growth of the "014 Orders" there, 
+ AT | The leader of the "Progreesive" movement was H, RB, Holsinger 
- | FT who founded in 1878 The Progresslve Christian, a religious weekly, | 
A which was uged to aiggeminate his ideas about church reform, The 
Congervative leaders felt that this method of agitation could only 
£ _ bring digastrous reeults. An investigating committee recommended that 
| his memberehip be withdram, As a reault the Progreagives formed a 
| goparate organization 1n 1883 which took the name the "Brethren Churen'" . - 
Ds : the popular name of the German Baptist Brethren, Elder Holginger — 
— vislted the Church of California in 1883 and was favorably received. 
nn consequenee of this visit the Church of California became 


FOE WOES WET. 


18 v: 
w 
F 
< 
F 


& . oy 2T" * a+? L445, 04 F * #4 I »#%? Sg * 7% 4 = 7 -8y- * w 7 . 
9 #4 a nar errors Ae gp ws; Wan | | 
. x 


"Progregsilve" ehureh, . A congregation at Chaparral made the 88.me 


cholee, Other Progresgive congregations were formed, In Holsinger's 


Higtory of the Tunkers, published in 1901, a ehureh at Turlock, z 
organized in-1891, is mentioned as well as gmall congregations at 
Vernalis and Alta Monte, 

Some of the Congervatives who were dieggatisiled with the out.- 
come now began to migrate to gouthern California, helping to form 
the nucleus of a colony of Brethren at Covina, out of which was to 
come the mother hureh of the Brethren in the gouth, firat known as 
"The Church of Southern California, 

The leader of this movement was J + 8. Flory of HygLlene , Colorado, 
who had visited the cont in 1883 and written en route glowing 
degcriptions of the country to the Gogpel Meggenger, Thesge letters » 
created much interest in the west among the eagtern Brethren, Their 
growing enthugilam was dampened, no doubt, _ by a gnhort acmonliion 
from the editor acking Brethren ct a change of Location to 
congider carefully their motives, He reminded them that love of 
money had led Lot to the plains with very digastrous regults, This 
warning, however, 641d not prove a great obgtacle, In March of 1884 
Elder Flory announced that an excurslon was to be made in the fall to 
gelect a gite for a colony, P, 8, Myers of Penneylvania and B, A, 
Hadgell of Illinois gccompanied him on this trip, They gecured control 
of a tract of two thougand acres on the egeite of the pregent city of 
Covina, They made the journey. from Kangas City. by train with eome 
forty colonilsts, and arrived without mich hardehip. DLgappolntment, 
however, was gwift to arrive; there was trouble over the water rights, 
and 1n the end they gave up their eontrol of the tract, Although 
the colony failed, many Brethren decided to remain, and on June 20, 


1885 they organized a church, A, F, Deeter was the elder, To the 
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- g Brethren were goon added Brethren from northern Callfo rmia, 
= , — and the Ragt, By 1889 the church had 152 members some of 
b : _ whom goon moved to Conejo to form a gecond congregation, Thus 
3 | began the "hiving" process which go characterized the gpread of the 
: ; Brethren in the west and by which the congregation of Covina agsisted 
. 1in the formation of many other congregations: Tropico, Lordeburg, 
Glendora, Santa Ana and Long Beach, and through them mogt of the 
congregations in gouthern California, In 18689 a aistrict organization 
was formed, | | 
. The period from 1889-1918 was the great colonizing era of the 
Brethren, The accelerated growth was due to a number of factors: 
the activity of the Santa Fe Railroad in promoting the region, the 
| pergonal influence of men like George I, MeDonaugh and M, KM, Eghel- 
| - man employed by the railroad, the reports of Callfornia diggemilnatled 
| through the Eagt by visiting Brethren, the activities of real eagtate 
eq ___ eompanies, and the attractions offered through the eatablighment of 
a Brethren eollege, After the collapse of the gouthern California 
boom in the late elghties the railroad companies which had the mogt 
| at gtake were attempting to hold their own by interesting the eamall 
; | investor and homegeeker in' the region, The Brethren becauge of 
z ; their eolonizing tendencies and reputation as farmers were good 
< progpects, In 1889 the Santa Fe Railroad trangferred to the Pacific 
7 | coaet George 8, MeDonaugh, one of their employees who had been 
; cuccessful in egtablighing Brethren colonies in the Middle Weat, In 
3 | May of that year he began to awaken the interesgt of the Brethren in - 
i California by advertising in the Gogpel Meggenzer that he would 
pergonally conduct to the coast a party of thoge interested at the 
Hs eloge of the Anmal Conference, McDonaugh gucceeded in interesting 
o _ "oats gome Brethren from the Kagt in the propoged excurgion and the plang | | 
" ried out. a8 announced, In November he accompanied another 
CO I ha PR Oe þ of _ m_ a Ys ; : a : OO Or Tr Non oe Fr uery 
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party which included M, KM, Eghelman, & former editor of Brethren 
at Work, recently engaged in establishing a Brethren college 1n 


Kangas, The Brethren were ghown the eitly of Los Angeles, and taken 
to gee & number of the new towns in the gurrounding country, One 

of them was the village of Lordsburg, on the line of the Santa Fe, 

in which there gtood a large hotel which had been erected during 

the boom at a cogt of $75,000, It was eguggested to Eghelman that 

- this might be a good place in which to start a college, Although 

at firast he was not interegted, later, he congidered the matter 
geriously, and in December of 1889, together with three other 
Brethren, gecured an option on the property and one-hundred town lots, 


This eventually led to the purchage of the property by Daniel Houger, 


8. A. Overholtzer, Daniel Kuns and Henry Kuns for $15, 000 They 
with T, J, Nair formed the Lordgburg College Aggoecilation and became 
the firat trusgtees of the college, 

These developments had been announced in the Pomona Times 


Courler as follows: 


The coming of the Dunkards to the large tract of land at ,.. 
Lordgburg is going to be a great factor in the development of 
this valley,... We are all very glad of their coming,.... They 
dwell in colonies in nearly every gtate in the unlon, They 
regemble in their careful, economical and indugtrious ways, 
the Quakera, and in their Immerglon and rellglous faith are 
gomething like the Baptistg,...., They wear the very plainest 
garments and avoid any worldly folly as mich as the Quakerg,... 

*o« They never run in debt and they help one another to 
a marked degree,... They will make a college out of the big 
Lordgburg Hotel and will prepare at onee to build houges on 
their newly acquired land, 


The gchool opened in September of 1891 under the pYincilpalghilp 
of = 


8, Gargt, The founders belleved That education was an Limes 
portant means of advancing Christ's kingdom on earth and hoped it 
would become a center of migslonary efforts which it eventually did, 
They g00n aiecovered, however, that the malntenance of a college 


1s an expensive propogition, and in 1902 (after eloging it a year) 


\ 
5+ 


nd 
. 


108866 it for five YOArs to W, C, Hanawalt, a Brothren educator from 
PonnsyIvania. At the end of this period the stock was turned over 
to the District of Southern California and Arizona which in turn, 

in 1914, deeded an undivided half intereat to the Digtrict of 
Northern California (formed in 1907). Until 1912 1t was really an 
academye Then the new dean, Dr, W, I, T, Hoover, outlined a currl- 
eulum leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree, This degree was firet 
conferred in 1914, During the administration of Samiel J, Miller, 
president from 1915 to 1921, the firsgt new bullding, a girls 
Sornitory, was erected, The war interrupted the buillding program but 
work a. gymnaslum was regumed in 1921, In 1926 the o1d hotel 
bullding was wrecked and a new administration bullding, Founders 
Hall, was K-10) auring the adminigtration of Ellis M, Studebaker, 
who gerved the college from 1923-1938, longer than any other pregident, 


The lagt addition, Woody Hall, 8 men's dormitory, was begun in 1948 - 
under the adminiegtration of C. Ernest Davis (1938-1948), Harold D., 


Fa gnacht was chogen to gucceed him, The name of the college was 


changed to Ia Verne in 1917, shortly after the town changed its name, 


The. pregent enrollment of the college 1s approximately threevhundred 
students. 
The egtabllshment of the college brought many Brethren to 
| Lordgburg, It was the headquarters of Eghelman and Nalr whoge 
1. | Southern Californian advertiged Late in the Eagt, A congre- 
; gation Was organized in 1890, Eventually it included gome of the 


i brotherhood! s out gtanding leaders: Andrew Hutchingong J, Po. DLckey 3 
7 BE and. n 
S | W, > OY 7, Hoovery /Fanan Frantz, This excellent leaderghip probably 


explains why 1t had no regular pastor until 1918 when R, H, Miller 
became its first pagtor, His SUCCOSSOPS have been Edgar Rothrock, 


Galen _ Walker, Do W. Kurts and Galen B, Ogden, It is today the 


& colony of the Chureh of the Brethren on the coagt numbering 
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in 1949, 929 members, 
Other fairly large congregations of the Church of the Brethren 


egtablighed in gouthern California during the colonizing period were 
thoge at Pagadena (1905), South Los Angeles (1906), and Pomona (1907), 
and geveral gmall churches were establighed in the Imperial Valley, 
and at Hemet and Inglewood, 

During this period the Old German Baptist Brethren also made a 
gettlement in gouthern California near Whittier, Among the ploneers 
were Benjamin Brubaker, Samiel Garber and John Wagoner, Thomas 
Warne, who moved here from northern California in 1891 was & 
minigter, and gathered the Brethren into a little group for worghip. 

In 1893 they organized a church which was known as the New Rlver Church, 

M, M, Eshelman withdrew from the Conservatives in 1892 and 
united with the ProgressLlvep Brethren, He then attempted to build 
up the Progreasives in this region, A few had come - to g0utThern 
California earlier through the influence of Hz R, Holsinger, but no 
eongregation was formed, In 1892 one was organized at Loragburg and 
M, M, Eghelman was chogen pastor, Theaee first efforts were not per- 
manent, The congregation was reconstituted later when Martin 
Shively, pastor at Lathrop, was invited to the region, Other Pro 
gree8glve congregations of consilderable gize grew up in Whittier, 

Los Angeles and Long Beach, N, Ce, Nielgen was instrumental in estarting 
the work both at Los Angeles and Long Beach, The work at Long Beach 
was begun in 19133 This church became the largest Brethren chureh 

in California ,botaling 1576 members in 1948, The leader who was 


chiefly reegponsilble for bullding up the ehurch was Louis T, Bauman, 
gon of MW. J, Hos Bauman, one of the influential ministers of the 


Brethren, The Baumans, father and gon, emphagized in their preach. 


ing the doetrine of grace, i1,e, that galvation came through grace, 
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ee; In 1938 a gerious doctrinal cleavage developed in the church 


ween the followers of Elder Bauman and the leaders of Aghland 


ot 


College, (the college in Ohio owned and controlled by the Progregsilves). 


5 4B There were other cauges of dlggenslon of a pergonal nature, Eventually 
4 the schiem reeulted in the egeparation of the "Grace" Brethren tem 
the "Progregsives", The Grace group now includes all the "ProgregaLlve" 
ehurches in gouthern California and all but four churches in northern : 
£ __ California - & total of twenty-five with a memberghip of 4,729, 
_ Northern California had been neglected by the Congervatives 
| after the gchlem of 1881-2, It was not until George MeDonaugh was 
: ; employed by the Union Pacific as a colonizer that the interegt of 
al] the Chureh of the Brethren was revived to any congiderable degree in 
= this area, Then a number migrated to the Laguna de Tache tract 
E4- RTE gouth of Freaeno at Laton) which was gettled by a colony from-Belle- : 
ville, Kangsas; others went to the Sacramento Valley and to Butte Valley, 
= areas widely advertiged by the Union Pacific Rallroad, in the 
| | Inglenook, a Brethren periodical which devoted geveral iggues to the 
| | promotion of this region, Many of these gettlements Were permanent, 
: __ The Butte Valley experiment, however, proved to be a bitter digappoint- 
| OD ment, for it was digcovered too late that the hard Trogts made 1% 
; ungultable for agriculture, By far the mosgt extensive colonization 
: | hook place between 1908-1918, Between thege dates the memberghip 
: | of the northern aistrict of the Church of the Brethren more than 
- trebled, and thirteen new chureh organizations Were OWL The mogst 
| : | important center was at Empire where the gecond largest colony of the 
DER Chureh of the Brethren in the egtate was developed, It was establieh- 
po | TRE largely through the efforts of Elder 8, FP, Banger who organized 
i _ ; the Brethren a Cooperative Colonization Company compoged 
eblefly of Indiana Brethren, 4A church was organized in 1909, 
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: In 1915 this church etarted a migsion at Waterford, By the end 
| of 1917 the half dozen churches which originally constituted the 


Diagtrict of Northern California had been augmented by a long 1ine A 
of thirteen new organizations extending along the San Joaquin and 
Sacramento valleys from McFarland Jjust over the Tehachipi ridge to 
G Elk Creek, one-hundred and twenty miles north of San Francigco, Six 
of the thirteen numbered legs than fifty members, Some of Thege 
eventually grew to be important chureh centers, A number of the 
Enpire Brethren located at Modeagto about 1908, In 1922 a geparate 
congregation was formed here which 1s today the largest Church of 
Lhe Brethren in Northern Callfornia, 
The O14 German Baptigt Brethren algo planted a eolony at 
Modesto about 1906, Several of their number from gouthern Callfornia 
became interegted in the new irrigation digtrict at Modegto and Ture - 
lock, They reported that with the large grain fields being cut up 
in gmaller farms, there were excellent opportunities for homabullding 
in this region, The pLloneers were William Bowman, J, A, Cover and 
two gons of J ohn GiLgh, the brother who had ploneered 1n Freeno 
County, They were known &s the Wood Colony, In 1906 they organized 
a chureh, By 1930 the O14 German Baptist Brethren in Californla 
were congidered 'sufficiently numerous to warrant holding an Annual 
Conference in this gtate, The meeting was held at Modesto in 1930, 
In 1937 the Modesto chureh divided, like a cell, into two ongregations 
of 105 members each, The memberehip at Modegto today totals ap- 
proximately 450, 
At Modesto the Srace|areffren likewiae organized a congregation ww 1491 
© {now-Grace-Brethren} and one had also been established at Manteca oy tha Bare 


about 1920 with a nucleus gathered from goveral abandoned GRFIRESe | 
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L the Brethren bodies drained the membership of the older ones 


- 


: I. to gome extents, The churches in gouthern California were algo 
affegted, The geries of land booms in northern California in the 


b- = firet two decades of the twentieth century led to gome ghifiing of 
: memberehip from gouth to north as well as from eagt to west, Thegae 
'E developments cauged a reaction to get in against colonization, 


In the period following the first World War, the memberghip 
in the Chureh of the Brethren ereatly inecreased but there were not 


. | 80 many new churches establighed, Inestead the Brethren tended to 


gstrengthen the older commnitles, During the twentieth century 


| the California memberghip of the Church of the Brethren geemed 


Lmportant enough to the brotherhood to warrant holding national 


eonferenceg here, Three times during the twentieth century Annual 


2 Conferences of the Chureh of - the Brethren have been held in 
| Calilfornias once at Los Angeles in 1907, and twice in La Verne, + 
| in 1928 and: 1941, Today. the California congregations of the Chureh 
of the Brethren number thirty-five and the memberaghip totals 7,421, 
| ] " During the period of reaction to colonization the Brethren 
= eultural pattern has noticeably altered, The background 1s no longer 
|, entirely rural; however, the fact that, with few exceptions, the mogt 
b: - = | flouriehing _ ehurehes are found in the gmaller towns, geems $0 ins 
:  & Tg aicate that the genus of the Brethren 1s not well adapted to city 
, — , 1ife, - The Brethren who were onee gomewhat wilthdram now participate 
; POR more in eivic affairs, political life and interdenominational affairs, 
I LEE The Chureh of the Brethren 1s the only Brethren body which belongs 
L 2 to the Federal Council of Churches, This intermingling with folks of 
RN Jn different background, together with new emphages in education, has 
_- n the rislng generation a aifferent outlook from their fathers, 


nd has reeulted in the relinquishment of many of the o1d ways and 
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more use of the methods and techniques of other religious groupss 


This has been egpecially noticeable in external matters, guch as 


Large edifices have been 


chureh architecture and methods of worghipe 


built by the Church of the Brethren at La Verne, Modeesto, and Empire 
and by the Brethren at Long Beach, The original differences which 
geparated the "Progregsives" from the "Congervatives" now no longer 
exlgt, although theologlcal 21fforonces have arigen in more recent 
years, Strangely enough the Progregasives have emphagized a COngere 
vative fundamentalisgt theology while the Conaeervatives have tended to 
accept a more liberal theology, The egchiem which occurred within 
the Progreaesives in 1938 led to the withdrawal of thþ extreme funda- 
mentalist wing which is now repregented by the Grace Brethren, Dur- 


ing the war the 014 German Baptists collaborated with the Church of 
the Brethren in the relief work of the Brethren Service Committee, and 
both worked with the giher higtoric peace churches -=- the Quakers and 
Mennonites -- in adminigtering the Civilian Public Service PFO@rAl. | 
The Progressive Brethren also cooperated to gome extent, The Grace 
Brethren, however, 41d not gupport the poasltion of the peace churches, 
The great eriges of the last few decades, the two World Wares, 
the depress.lon, and the critical questloning of all the bagle apecial 
institutions which accompanied thege events have forced the ch 
bodies along with many other religious groups to reexamine and re- 
evaluate their church tenets, to find if they did have an adequate 
basis for their faith and to digcover whether they have anything to 
eontribute to the needs of a modern world, The regult geems to have 
been, - on the part of the Brethren bodies, a redigcovery of the old 
doctrines of brotherhood, temperance, and the esimple life, which 


have Ind a new appeal to the younger generation as a pathway to peace, 
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onization has been aban 


become mach interested in the pogesilbilities 


1oned gome of | 


tive community, If the future ghould ehow that | 
under : piritual 1eaders coula develop colonies wilh a 
£ cooperation, gocial, religious and economic - | | | 
can be found in the average community and could aemonstrate in Os | | 
a practical faghion the peculiar merits of a truly Christian COlhe | 
| manity, perhaps, the dreams of the early eolonilzers may yet be | 
ized, - ns 
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BRETHREN BODIES L 

Table eghowing growth in Number of Congregations and Memberahipe, 
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NUMBER OF CHURCHES 
46 


1936 11926 \1916 


Church of the 


35. 
= a, > ACS ol 
O14 German 5 


Baptiest Brethren ? x2 
id A] 1A]. 8. 


Brethren -- 

Progregesive 
watt 18 
67 | 6h 


59 
Be... 


Grace Brethren 


A21 41. 


1906, 1916, 1926, 1936, gtatigtices of the Church of the Brethren and the 
Brethren Church taken from Cengus of Religious Bodies-1936, Vol, II, Wagh- 
ington;: Government Printing Office, 193841, 
1946 Statisgtica of the Church of the Brethren and the Brethren Church 
taken from the Year Books: The Yearbook of the Church of the Brethren, 
1946, and the Brethren Evangelist, November, 1946, 
* 1948 statistics taken from the annual number of the Brethren Evangelist 

and the Brethren Misslonary Herald (revised by the editor), 
All statistics for 01a German Baptist Brethren given by J, A, Cover, 
Modesto, California, letter of October2| , 1949, The etatigtics for 
1949 taken from reports of individual congregations. 
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F Among the various Christian groups who have been active in California 


the past century are thoss commonly known as Plymouth Brethren, though 


they themselves disown the name and prefer to be known 8imply as brethren in 


They will be looked upon by many as disorganized because of the fact 


 Christ.e 


ney 


that they do not have any formal oreed or regulations as to chureh membership , 


nor do they have any definitely appointed ministers or pastors.« They take 


_ 


——_ 


the ground that Christ fSinself has, by the Holy Spirit, gifted certain men 
to preach or teach, and they recognize thege as ministers of the Word, but 


do not 8et them over churches or put them on 8alary. Such workers are 


Ta 7 Supported by yrs volun 


by the brethren themselves. 


eontributions of Christian people, chiefly of course 


| This movement originated in Great Britain in the early part of the 
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nineteenth century and has spread all over the world. Its first advocates - * B 


* 


| came to California in the late 60's of the last century. Three of its 


outstanding preachers, or teachers, Messrs. J. Ne Darby, Ge. V. Wigran, 


| they frond 
and Re To Grant came to San Francisco about 1870 where as8embly of brethren 
A | 
nn” mas found tobe already in existence. The most aotive man in the movement at 


that time was the well-known philanthropist Charles Montgomery who made and | 


; : | lost 2everal fortunes in those heotic days and eventually gettled down as a 


« 


* 


Ds proprietor of two hotels, He continued to be a lay preacher to the end of | 


his days in spite of heavy business responsibilities. 


| EE, ' Unfortunately the brethren's meetings seem to be rather friable and 2 
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Ls, readily break up into factions, 80 that in the next few years there were 
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Ne | Several different groups all holding practically to the Sams teaching but ; 
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ng in fellowship with each other. However » these all continued | 
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In Los Angeles Mre Re To Grant gettled in the early 80's. An 


”* 


f | 
a88embly of brethren was formed there and a publishing houge started, but (luxby : 
in after years was known as the Grant Publishing House, and is 8still in: 
operation today. Through its means millions of pages of Christian literature 


in s8ome ten different languages have been sent out for distribution all over 


the world, but particularly on mission fields in Spanish American countries _ 
and in Brazil where the Portuguese language is uged. After Mr. Grant's 

death, Mr. W., H., Crabtree took over the work and continued in it until old 

age compelled him to retire and return to his former home in New Zealand. 
During the years that followed a number of as8emblies arose throughout 
California, and several very active preachers and teachers were located there 
in various cities. In Los Angeles Mr. Owen O'Brien ministered most acceptably 
in one of the gatherings until his death at an advanced age. The game was 
also true of Robert TIT, Grant to whom we have already referred. As the 


nineteenth century drew to a close, a number-of evanzelists connected with 


one branch of the movement came to California from Canada and Great Britaine 
Chief among these were Mr. William Faulkner who had been a missionary in 


Africa but was obliged to return to America on account of ill health. He lived 


for 8ome years at Monrovia and was greatly esteemed by the brethren in that 
community. Others were We. J. McClure who made his home in Oakland. Somewhat 
earilier, however, Mr, Donald Ross, Donald zap, and 5 Wk, whose = 
have pas8ed from my mind came to California and were uged to establish a 
number of new meetings. At the present time the largest gatherings of the 

| brethren are in Los Angeles, San Diego, Oakland, and San Franciscos 


. Mr. Tom WNestood has carried on a far reaching radio ministry for the 


past twelve years in Los Angeles ns yn Oakland, Q book and tract depositary 


was opened by the present writer nearly thirty years ago, which is now one of 


the largest Bible, book, and tract depots in the west doing a business of ovgr | ' 
: $100 ,000.00 & year in the circulation of copies of the Seriptures, devotional - | | 
; | (ie 
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"oy and gospel tracts and pamphlets for the instruotion 


” This is striotly a non-profit business devoted entirely to 


- 


£3 


tion of 8uch literature. 
thron own their own meeting places in 4 number of California 


- 
= 


EZ ESE The bre 
cities, as Bethany Hall, the Gospel Auditorium in Oakland, the Asgembly Hall 


: in San Francisco, znother in Alameda, and geveral in Los Angeles and other 
» Ordinarily in the beginning. of the novemeny they met in hired halls. 


The brethren generally look askance upon ornate temples of worship and - 


In fact, until recent years, the 8ound of an organ or 


4 OS 1s mus3ical Services. 
| piano was 8eldom or never heard in their as88emblies. 


An outstanding evangelist and tract writer whose ministry has been 
om Olgon of Upland. 


| | _u8ed for the spiritual help of untold thousands is Ur. 
He is a contributor to the "Sunday School Times" and other periodioals. 
e brethren has been to provide facilities for _. | 
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| Christian worship and fellowship of an entirely undenomLi 

5 unsectarian character » and many have been attracted to them because of the 

nn, : simplicity of their servioes and their striot adherence what is commonly 

: | EE Hon as orthodox Christianity, A number have gone from the California 
— 7 > VE: | Anerios X Africa, and other countries. 
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CITY 
Alameda 
Berkeley 
Burlingame : 


Carmel 


Castro Valley 


Chico 

Fresno 
Glendale 
Grass Valley 
Hayward 
Long Beach 
Long Beacn 
Los Angeles 
Los Angeles 
Los Angeles 
Los Angeles 
Los Angeles 
Monrovia 
oakland 
Oakland 


Oakland 


oakland 
0akland 
Palo Alto 
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ADDRESS 


Gos8pel Hall, LlOOT1 Iincoln Ave. 
Fulton at Parker 


Gogpel Hall, 217 Park Road 18 
Home of Miss Hammond, 11th and San Antonio 10 
Gos8pel Hall, Strowbridge Ave. and Castro 
Valley Blvd. | 695 
Home, Mr. Umsted, R., 4, Box 168 54S 
White Ave, Gospel Hall, 1435 White 20 
Gos8pel Chapel, 425 W. Windsor Rd, 45 
Home, lir. Hambly, 420 Henderson St. 20 
Gospel Hall, Meekland and Smalley Aves. TD 
_Goapel Hall, 1229 _E. 14th St, _ © 40 
Elm Avenue Gospel Hall, 2275 Elm: Avenue- | 150 
Avenue 54 Gos8pel Hall, 1100 N., Ave. 54 200 
Goodyear Gospel Hall, 1149 E..68th St. 200 
Jefferson Gospel Hall, 1231 W. Jefferso0n 150 
La Brea Gospel Chapel, 3043 La Brea Ave. 200 


Grace Gospel Chapel, 119th St, and Holmes Av. 5$SO 


Gospel Hall, 211 S. Magnolia 40 
Bethany Gospel Hall, 1940 - 23rd Ave. 165 
Gospel Auditorium, 479 - 42nd St. 140 
Natural History Hall, UNper Room, 40th and | 

Broadway 40 
01ivet Gospel Assembly, 5727 Shafter Ave. 22 
859 Eileen St, Home of Mr. Selling WY 
Home of Mr. Simonsen, 535 Homer Ave. | 5 


Villa Chapel,: 495 E. Villa CER ”” "126 


® - k * 
"ES 
of 
Fam 
Io» 
So 
n * 


| NUMBER 
Wite Sts. 25 
20 | 
© oivie Center Goapel Chapel, 2315 Proble Ave. 50 
Gy - Gospel Hall, B Street at 4th 00 | 
{-% JJ | Twelfth Ave. Gospel Chapel, Twelfth Avenue > 
at 36th St. | | "+=" 
ommunlty Chapel, 2016 N. Mt. Vernon Ave, 50 © 
Marlborough Ave, Gospel. Hall, 3852 Marlborough 125 | 
Gospel Hall, 3951 Front St. FD 40 ; 
Gospel Hall, 520 N. Maclay Ave. 10 | 
Parkside Gos8pel Chapel, Santiago St, and 
19th Ave, "4 100 
Alexander Hall, 18th and Geary Sts, 30 


*-- 


> Gerald Atkingon, Farmers! Union Hardware, Ry = J 
San” Pedro and Santa Clara 


$817" Mateo Drive - Grace and Truth Gospel 
Meeting Room, Carrillo Hotel, Carrillo and 
Chapala Sts. | 


Home of Kingham'!s, 43564 Zayonte Road 

Routs 1, EF elton 
Home of Mr. Miller, Rt. 1, Box 189 . | 
Sunday School only 
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EXSBORE=OB- CURISTLAN SOTENCE HrALESORK IA. 
By John J. botaver, Sirtatrtan creme 
= The history of Christian Science in California, like the higtory 
of the State iteelf, is filled with romance. It Wes introduced into | 
this State shortly after 1880, approximately fifteen years after its 
| Eigcovery by Mary Baker Eddy. From modest beginnings with a mere hand- ; 
ful of adherents, it has grom gteadily until today it is well- mown in | 
every section of the State. Three hundred churches now accomodate the | 
o ever-growing numbers of Californians who are attracted to it as a gatiefy- ; 
_ ing, healing, Chrigtian religion. ; | 
EP In early Christien history, healing of the gick by prayer was accepted þ 
| as an integral part of Christianity. Healing by 8piritual means, as it was 
\ | eartioos by Christ Jegus and his followers, faded from Chrigtian practice | 
08 F- DAI EE AP Sg in about the third-century-A.D. Throughout the intervening centuries we . | | 
hear of only an occasional uBe of preyer alone for healing of illness. How- 
| ever, the abgence of healing by preyer did not mean that its availability | 
| had been lost . 
| | Today, as the regult of the efforts of Mary Baker Eddy, the Digcoverer 
and Founder of Christian Science, it is again being proved that God heals 
: | the g8ick without the employment of material means. 
: Mrs. Bddy was born on July 16, 1821, in the little town of Bow, New 
= We cet  Hampahire, five niles gouth of Concord. Her parents ors devout, intelligent, 
___ religious people of the Congregational faith. 
EL During the first half of her life ghe euffered mach from illness. Never- 
; OE NET theless, he found 14 pogeLble to take part in LIE work, temperance, and 
| =: | : anti-slavery activities, and to ads timely articles and letters to 
= ns newepepers and periodicals. | | 
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In 1866, when Mrs. Eddy was 45 years hs age, ghe was geverely injured 
by a fall on the icy pavement as he was on her way to a temperance meeting 
in Iynn, Macractusette. Her doctor and friends feared the injury would 
prove fatel. She was healed a few days after the accident while reading 
the account of Jegus' healing of the paleied man eas related in the ninth 
chapter of Matthew. 

Following her recovery, Mrs. Eddy withdrew from gociety and other 
worldly activities, and for three years devoted her entire efforts to the 
digcovery of the pogitive rules of healing which ghe felt mugt be in the 
Bible. Her findings during that period ani gubgequent years are get forth 
in the Christian Science textbook, s foleves and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures ." The first edition of that book was iggued in 1875. Mrs. Eddy 
Lemonstrated by healing the GER by prayer alone that her digcovery was in 
accordance with the Seriptures. | 

Whenever the opportunity pregented iteelf, Mrs. Eddy urged orthodox 
ministers to give onaldenation to her digcovery, and to incorporate the 
healing element into their aoctringl platforms. She had no degire or 
intentions in thoge early days to found a church of her own, However, ghe 


believed that the revelation was of guch importance to humanity that he 


could not allow it to fade out again for lack of organized gupport. There- 
fore, after 8 period of thirteen years had elepsed, ghe ostablighed the 
first Christian Science church in 1879. 

after this step was taken, growth was rapid. From (AL2. LOCERDINES 


in the ghoe manufacturing tom of Lynn , Mavzachugetts, where was principsl 


adherents were the working men and their families, this new religion reached 


Within 
a very short time Bogton, New York, Chicago, Quaha, Philadelphia, San 


out into all gegments of gociety and into all parts of the world. 
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Francigco, los Angeles, and London, England, felt its comforting touch. 


Churches e8preng up in the larger cities. Tegstimonies of healing 
reaulting from the #tudy of Science and Health began to flow in to Mrs. 


Eddy from digtant egtetes. Joyous words of thanks were eaent to her by 


thoge who read the book. H. H. Blanding, an enthugiagtic s8tudent in 
San Francisco, in & letter dated January, 1885, declered, "I would 


rather be the author of 'Science and Health,' than to wear the crown 

of any potentate on earth." (The Christian Science Journal, April, 1885.) 
This letter is one of the first publighed references to Christian Science 
fwm California. 

The mogt outegtanding pioneer worker in California was Miss Sue Ella 
Bradghaw. She came to San Joge in 1883 with her mother, Mrs. Abbie B. 
Trego, and nor stepfather, J. B. Trego, where they joined & Quaker group. 

| The next year Miss Bredghaw Journeyed to Philedelphis to receive an 

PET: _ inheritance. While there ghe was given a copy of Science and Health by 
a relative. She read 'the book three timeg, and, as a regult, was healed 
of a physical allnent. On her way back to California ghe gtopped at 

Chicago and took a course of instruction in Christian Science from Mrs. 

= Caroline Dorr Noyes, C+SeD., & pupil of ws Eddy. She then returned to 


A 6s | San Joe. Shortly after her return ghe healed her stepfather of a cancer, 


\& 2s 


and his granddaughter of blindnegss in one eye, by prayer alone. 

In September, 1885, Miss Bredgham received instruction from Mrs. Eady 
in Boaton. She returned to San Joge, where she taught her firet clags as 
| : | ns an authorized teacher of Chrigtien Science in 1886. Her egtudents included 
| WR her mother and stepfathter. 


Y I Me. She egtablighed the firs} Christian Science Ingtitute in California. 


Her advertiigzenent , which appeared in early copies of The Chrigstiem Science 


* - 
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by = Journsl, tated that the "Institute...affords an opportunity on the Pacific 
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Coagst for receiving a course of instruction on the rudiments of Christian 


Science ." 


Acting on the recommendation of Mrs. Eddy, Miss Bradghew moved to 


"% 


San Frencigco in June, 1887, where ghe egtablighed her work as teacher 
and practitioner. 


After this change of regidence ghe returned to San Joge 


each Sunday for a period of time to conduct a Bible class. 


Much credit for the early growth of Christien Science in California 
must be given to Migg Bredghaw. She was the first practitioner in the 


gtate, and was ingtrumentel in initiating church gervices in San Francisco 
in 1889. 


Shortly before February, 1886, a gtudent of Mrg. Eddy visited Los 
Angeles and wrote in congiderable detail of the wonderful poasibilities 
for Christian Science among the many who ceme to Southern California in 
the hope of recovering their health. "What a field for labor - for Science," 

- ahe wrote in a letter aligned "M. H. P." and publiched in The Chrietien 
Science Journal of February, 1886. She added, "There is no other location 
where 8g0 much good can be done." According to her letter, Log Angeles at 
that date had a population of 40,000. 

In the early part of 1886, Science and Health was criticized at a 
clerical convocation in San Francigco. The SLE FOO es was publighed in a 
San Frencisco paper. One who signed himsgelf "Phare Pleigh” angwered the 
article in a pamphlet,which was reviewed in The Christian Science Journal 


for April, 1886. This attack aided rather than hindered the progress of 


Christian Science, in California. In regard to this and other early attacks 
on Christian Science, Mrs. Eddy adimonighed her followers to "Be patient 
towards pergecution." She added, "Injusgtice has not a tithe of the power 


of Jugtice. Your enemies will advertiige for you. Chrigtian Science is 


gpreading 8teadily throughout the world. Pergecution is the wealness of 
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« | | | =S= 
tyrants engendered by their fear, and love will cast it out" (The First 


Church of Christ, Scientigt, and Migcellany, page 191). 


” Tn 1686, Reverend Jogeph Adams of Sen Francigco and Oakland took a 
course of inetryotion from Mrs. oo in Bogton. He returned later that 


yeer to Oakland to teach and practice Christian healing. Before return- 


ing to California, he addregged a meeting of Chrigtian Scientigts. Among 


his remarks, which are reported in The Christian Science Journal for Mey, 


"Once let Christian Science be introduced into 


? 
z 
F 
| 
| 


ol A RC ALE RENE California, in its purity and unadulterated Truth, and 
Bogton and San Frencigco will join hearts and hands 
in a glorious work that eghall ere long lift this 
eountry out of matter into Spirit,--yea, into the 
very Kingdom of God. X 


* 


Other carly Christian Science workers in Northern California included 
Mrs. Minnie B. Hall, CeSeD., who taught a class in Oakland in August, 1886; 
B. 4A. and Ilancing 4. L116, practitioners and teachers in Sean Francigco; 
Ernest H. and Clara H. Iralzer, who initiated informal gervices in Sacra- 
nento 1n 1887; John P. Filbert, C.SeD., who was active in Sacramento from 
1888 to 1892, when he moved to Log Angeles; and Mrs. Hester Fairchild, who 
=p - held Services early FE April, 1885 in her home in Oakland, and who, ten 
| years later, signed the original lrtieles of Incorporation of First Church 
4 : of Christ, Scientist, Oakland. 

The earliegt organized activity in Southern California dates back to. 


the spring of 1887, when Mre. Inma 5S. Davis, a Christian Science practitioner, 
: visited in Riverside. She was 0 impregged by the possibilities for 


hy Wes Christian Science in that area that he decided to eatebligh her home there. 
E Rt X rg Her healing work goon attracted widespread attention. Large numbers of 
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adherents were attracted to this new religion. Informal gervices were _ 
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held, at first, in private homes. In 1890 » church gervices were officially 
noted in The Christian Science PIT wag her address at the time of the 
a66ication of the church building on February 24, 1901, Mrs. Davis made 
this reference to the early work in Riversgide: 
"Riverside is the first place where Christian Science 
was publicly introduced in Southern California, the 
first clags taught, the first public healing done. I 


have geen its great growth on the Pacific Coagt and to 


me it has been marvelous." (The Christian Science 
Journal , voLume 19, page 476, November, 1901.) 
In September, 1838, Francis J. Fluno, CeoS.D., a former medical doctor, 

began to teach and practice Chrigstian Science in Sean Diego. He moved. to 
San Freancisco and then to Oaklend in about 1890, where he continued to teach, 
practice, and preach in accordance with the cuaton of that time. He was 
later appointed by The Christian Science Board of Directors of The Mother 
Church in Bogton as an authorized lecturer of Chrigtian Science, and lectured 
taroughout the United States for geveral year s: 


Another faithful early worker in San Diego was Frank WV. Gale, who 


engaged in Chrisgtian Science healing and teaching in that locality in 1890. 
He later moved to Oakland, where he continued to carry on his religious work. 


Church gervices were instituted in San Diego in 1890. 


hetivity in Los Angeles of a semi-formal nature started in 1889, when 


Bible classes were gtarted at the home of Mrg. Jogeph Bixby. The following 


year the meetings were held in the Grand Army Hall, 612 South Spring Street. 


The first formal church gervices were held in July, 1892, with John P. 


Filbert as Pasgtor. In 1895, when pergonal preaching was digcontinued for 


the pregent system of weekly Bible Leggons read by a First and Becond Reader, ; 
Mr, Filbert was elected Firgt Reader. # ; 
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The Firs Christian Science chureh to be incorporated under the laws 


of this alas was "First Church of Ghrist, Scientist"' in Tos Angeles. The 


incorporation Papers were filed with the oebiany of State, August 22, 
1892 + This organization was Supergeded on or about March 16, 1896, and 
again on May 10, 1898 by the clurch corporation whtok now holds gervices 

in 8 large edifice at 1366 South Alvarado Street, Log Angeles. Mrs. Blanche 


Corby, who for many years was & prominent teacher of Christian Science in 


los Angeles, was one of the incorporators of the church organized in 1898. 
From the early 1890's to the pregent day, growth has been rapid through- 
out the etate. Services were held in Eureka as early as 1891, Pagadena, 
1894, and Santa Cruz, 1897. In Pagadena the meeting place had to be changed 
geveral tines within a few years to accommodate thoge interegted. In 1910 
the pregent structure, which has a geating capacity in the main auditorium 


_ of 1,425, was constructed. In addition to this large edifice there are now 


two other Chrietien Science churches in Pagadena. 


| A 8trong impetus was given to the work in California by the delivery 
of & geries of lectures on Christien Science by Edward A. Kimball, CeSeD. 


Theae lectures, which were the first to be delivered in this state, were 
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given in the fall of 1898 in Iog Angeles, Pagsadena, Sen Diego, and San 
Francigco. Ur. Kimball was a powerful and convincing gpeaker. Large 
numbers of regsidents in thege cities heard him. Many went away healed, 


Ty while others were convinced that primitive Christlanity was being revived 
in a very practical way. 

The following years were filled with events of exciting interest. The 
faithful workers and the churches wore 8trengthened by the buffeting which 
they received from the clergy, the medical faculty, end editors who 41d not 
then undergstand the niesion of STAB BHAR Science. 


In 1902, the parents of & child * Tos Angeles were progecuted for 
failure to have medical care for her. 


During the course of the trial the 
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Judge admitted evidence of the healing efficacy of Chris tian betas; Tae 
trangcript of the trial is filled with testimonies of healing of many out- 
Branding citizens of Iog Angeles. Among thoge who gave tegstimony as to the 
healing power of Christien Science was Justice John D. Works, who was later 
a United States Senator from Celifornia. ; He testified to the complete 
healing of chronic stomach trouble and headaches which the physicians could 
not relieve. 
Another witness, Be P., Bighop, one of the proprietors of the nanu- 
facturing concern known as Bighop and Company , testified in part as follows: 
"For five years I had lung trouble, and during that tine 
I had the begt nedical advice that I could get here, and I 
geened to make no improvenent. I made occagional trips 
away from here in the hopes of getting better, but it was 
only temporary relief, and when I returned I a6emed to grow 
weaker! I was 80 much 80 that I was tetins aneble to give 
my whole tine to ny bueiness. After five years of congstant 
: treatment I finally decided to give up ny bueinegs for a 
yeer and go away. On ny way east I atopped at Chicago and 
became interested in Science. TI heard of it there, and 
after a two weeks! treatment I was entirely relieved of ny 
troubles. That has been gix years ago, and I have never 
had occagion to uge medicine, and have been perfectly well 
during that gix years." 
The trial judge, after a complete heating, held that the parents were 
entitled under the Congtitution and laws of this land to rely upon God for 
healing, and were not required to have medical treatment FE the child. 


1 n event which arouged world-wide interest occurred in Concord, New 


Hampshire in 1907, when a New Tork newgspaper instigated & plan to have 
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Mrs. declared incapable of guiding her Church and of handling her 
pergonal affairs. The methods employed at that time to attack the 


venerable religious Leader, then of the aze of 87 years, brought to her 
gupport a multitude of fair-ninded editors. After vain efforts on the 


part of the attorneys to find evidence of incompetency, during which times 
Mrs. Eddy was unnecegsarily haragszed, the proceedings were diamigeged. 
This act of digmiggal elicited widegpread news and editorial comment. 
The Pagadena News, the forerunner of the pregent Star-News, in & kindly- 
worded editorial gaid in part: 
"The widely heralded attack on the leader of the 
Chrisgtian Scientists has collapsed....This nogst 


recent move was a part of a persistent effort to dis- 


eredit this venerable woman and her work. For a long 


a 4 


time it was persigtently rumored that Mrs. Eddy was 


dead 2nd had been dead for years, and that She was 
being Impergonated by another for the purpose of 
aetvine her followers and the general public. 
When this very gengeless piece of foolighnesgs 
was exploded and. it was proven conelugively to all 
fair-ninded people that Mrs. Eddy not only lived but 
was in a remarkable gtate of pregervation for one of 


her years, alert, capable, and incisive mentally, and 


renarkably pregerved physically, as was testified to 
by her bankers and mmmerous others who had abundant 
opportunity to judge of her capacity, the malice which 


had ingpired thege eilly etories turned elgewhere for 


| means to embarrass her and her very remarkable following.... 
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"The guilt which has jugt been digmigsed by the 
parties who brought it was brought "A the name of 
what the law calls 'next friends," but the real 
animus was unfriendly and intended to digcredit 
this noel lady and the great body of which ghe is 
the recognized leader.... | 

"The growth of the body known as the Chrigtian 
Scientists is conceded to be one of the mogt remark- 
able developments of the tine." 

Shortly after this trial, Mra. Eddy establighed The Christian Science 

Monitor, en international daily newespaper. Its purpoge, Mrs. Eddy stated, 

is "to injure no man, but to bless all mankind." (Uigcellany 353317.) 

It is today congsidered one of the finegst, most reliable papers in the world. 

Its Western News Bureau, which marehals the news of more then local interest 

from the Pacific Coast etates, is located in Log kngeles. 

Early in the higtory of the Christian Science movement Mrs. Eddy 
establighed the office of Committee on Publication for the primary purpoge 

of correcting migconceptions or falegehoods regarding the religion or its 

Leader in newgpapers and periodicals. Today thege Committees act to protect 

the ti rights of Chrigtian Scientists, and to perform other tagks of 

8a, public relations nature. The first Committee on Publication to gerve in 

California was Frank W. Gale, who was appointed in 1900. Since 1910 

California has been congsidered as two etates for the purpoge of the Committee 

on Publication work. The dividing line for the Committee digtricts is 

designated in the Manual of The Mother Church as the 56th parallel of Latitude. 
By the year 1910 the mwmber of churches in California had grom to 79. 

There were about 500 Christlan Science practitioners who Lavated their entire | 

time to the healing work. | : 
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It was during this year that Mrs. pa8szed on at the age of 89 


years. Her last written words were "God is my life." She had built up 
a thriving, Birong organization during her last 45 years here. She left 

| a Manual which today guides and protects the religion which ghe digcovered, 
80 that it may continus to bless mankind. She cautioned her followers not 


to follow pergonalities but to continue the orderly development of Christian 


Science. Of hergelf ahe eaid, "Follow your Leader only 80 far as ghe follows 
- Chrigst." (Mogzage to The Mother Church for 1901 , Pe 34.) ; 
At the time of her pasesing the San Francigco Examiner gaid: 
| "It will be difficult to the Layman in either the 
religious or medical worlds to properly estinate at | 
its trus value the life and career of Mary Baker Eddy. 
on This mach, however, the unprejudiced musgt admit: She | 
es Er SS EL CR ESE SIE ._ was a woman with a neutality -atrong enough to hold her | 
om againgt as bitter a tide of ute crttioim ag IM ? 
ever threatened to overmhelm any leader of a new thought. | 
» « «The Chrietian Science church is a recognized moral, - 
| _ religious, and medical force....Its menberahip is large. 
x3 Fong Its growth has been repid. Its influence reaches into 
+ | els every quarter of the civilized globe. | 
: | : "a woman who could in the ghort gpan of a generation-- ' | 
MB CO ghe did not Found the church of which ghe was the Leader 
until 1879--build 80 great an edifice upon go firm a 
: DER Ces . foundation was more than an ordinary woman, She was & 
; | : | great woman. How great the future alone can determine, | 
: - NE for the trus greatnegs of a leader of a new thought can | 
: 7 TO only be meagured through the perspective of years." 
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The Christian Sclence Board of Directors, consisting of five exper- 
Llenced Christian Scientists, carries on the business of The Mother Church 
in accordance with the Manual. They cennot interfere in the local affairs 
of brench churches, nor can branch churches interfere with the gpecifically 
named regponsibilities of The Mother Church. 

During both the first end gecond world wars, extengive war relief 
activity was carried on by The Mother Church and its branches. Over 


$2 ,000 ,000 was contributed to the fund during the first world war. In 


addition, hundreds of thougands of comforts were made by yolunteer workers | ; 
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in brench churches. Mr. Arthur F. Fogberry was generel chairman in Northern 


HT 2 9 


California and Mr. C. Edwin Pierce in Southern California. 

Over $10 ,000 ,000 was expended during the 8econd world war for camp 
welfare workers and other war relief activities between 1939 and 1946, A 
large s8hipping depot for war relief goods, one of three in the United States, 


was establighed in los Angeles in May, 1941. Goods in the amount of 768,198 


pounds , valued at $768,198 were ghipped from this depot during the war years. 
In all churches, gewing and knitting groups were eatablighed to furnigh warm 


clothing needed by members of the military forces and digposseseed civilians 


. 
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in war devastated areas. The Mother Church was among the four largest contri- 
_ butors of war relief goods during the recent war. 
During the Years 8ince 1910 interest in Christian Science has continued 
to grow rapidly. By the end of 1935 there were 271 Christian Science 


| * 
churches and 1,915 Christian Science prectitioners in California. Zach 


church is required by the Mamal to estebligh and maintain public Reading 
Rooms where all may come to study and pray or to borrow or purchase the | - = 
Bible and enthorized Christian Science literature. 


In Sen Francisco is located one of the two Christilan Science Sanatoriums 
in the country. It was completed in May, 1930, and is open to Christian 
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Board of Directors, the young Christian Scientists have been permitted to. 
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Scilentists who wiah to pond. brief periods for regst and 8tudy, and aleo 
for thoge under Chris tian Selence treatment. who are in need of mreing 
care. It is pleazantly eituated on the incline of a eucelyptus-etudded 
ravine at 400 Wegt Portal Avenues, San Francigco. 

A provigion in the Manual of The Mother Church forbids the publication 
of the number of members; hence it is not po8sLble to give that information 
in this story of the growth of the church. Suffice it to 8ay that 300 
churches today in California are well filled at each Sunley and Wednegday 
gervice. Practitioners who now nunber 2,289 are active in the healing work. 

In addition to the churches there are today 16 Chris tian Science Organi- 
zations in wniversities and colleges in California. At two of thege colleges, 


the University of California at Berkeley and at Log Angeles, the Organizations 


have congtructed their own buildings in which to worship. 


During the past few years, under the ganction of The Christian Science 


oatabligh LOTURS which help to fill their needs for g0ciel and educational 


ities. Theee groups are knom. as The Chrigstian Science Monitor Youth 


Forums and Junior Foruns. 


The architecture of our California churches ranges from the gimple 


bungalow design to magsive Greek s8tructures with Doric or Corinthian 
columng. Many have a dome giniler to that of the Extengion of The Mother 
Church, and gome carry the steeple,which has been uged for 80 many centuries 
to indicate a place of worehip. Among the oddities is the church in Arcadia. 


The enterprising members purchaged an abendoned regorvoir , and with expert 


" are tecteral advice converted it into a gui table otaireh home . 


The growth of the Christien Science Church in California has kept pace 


with the growth of the state iteelf, and has found a aefinite place in its 


o- 


b wy $; ' = w wa Bp » IS "0 *% 4 ; 
4 PM . R Fey WERE ſt ge” ST, "*% | TY Tr INIT « 
Wea reg OTIS. 15+! we” las We -* yF 4 Y 


*;. x: : ISAS? 160 ALT I SOT RTC $f $51 RIAL EO = 9 EIS TN 0 ET) > 
; | ” <4 : Fe A , £497" rang WS of Es ot $32; *F *, , ly « hah 


2”: % gt "]" *s v vo TEIN "£58 £5 PK Wa, I > "I", 
4 , $ 


STS rd PRESS pr; whe Ie Art Erpooets Ie; 
PE PRION DOA rt Fr Et PII TRAY 


| -14- 
B8piritual life. 


The early workers, who st 


rugeled against great opposition, 


have left a clear imprint on the pregent. Their earnest devotion in making | 


the healing, saving Truth knomn to others urges the pregent church adherents | 


in their efforts to do likewige. But it is a characteristic of our teaching 


not to force it on others. This coungel was given to Christian Scientists 


Mary Baker Eddy in her book MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS (page 303) : 


; 'Let us gerve instead of rule, knock instead of 
pugh at the door of human hearts, and allow to each 
and every one the game rights and privileges that we 
claim for ourgelves ." 


as © ways bn oe ow. de. od.” 
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_ © CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
RR, TT W.Telo «7 
_— In 1906 a great revival was held in Los Angeles, Cal- 
FITS Ifornia, under the auspicies of Elder W.J.Seymour. k1der 0G, | 
TX ES + - ol 
De... H.,Mason, with many others, attended the revival and received 4 
L the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, according to Acts 2:4, He | , 
>” returned South, preaching this new Testament doctrine, to which 
| Es many were opposed, In 1907, an assembly presided over by b1der | 
F89ﬀ  ©.P.Jones withdrew the right of Fellowship from Zlder C.H.Mason | 
5 and others who were promulgating this 80-called new doctrine. ; 
= , ſe Later in the same year, Elder C.H,Mason, - called a meeting | 
2 VO TI phis, Tennessee, with all who shared l1iks-views A 
Rn _ teaching, Among the Elders present were E.,R.,Driver, J.,Rowe, 
TDSEE _ R.R.Booker, W.M.,Roberts, R.E.Hart, D.W.Melch, A.A.Blackwell, 
Ha E.,M,Page, R.H.I,Clark, D.J.,Young, James Brewer, Daniel Spearman, 
and J.H.Bone, These brethren formed the first general assembly: 
Cn of the Church of God In Christ, whose faith was founded upon 
TR octrine of the apostles as received on the day of Fentecost, | 
Lo The Holy Spirit gave Elder C,H,Mason to be Chief apostle, to 


. : . 


which the entire assembly consented. =—_ 
— | Long after many of the ma Jor religious denominations had 
| been Sabiiohed in california, the Church of God In Christ 
by receiv its charter, with Elder B.R. river as its first reg- 
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From the International Revival at Azusa in 1906-07, a 
few spirit filled. converts held”services at 14th and Wilson 
Streets in Los Angeles, Then they proceeded to Washington and 
| ; Santa Fe. Elder W,Scott of Fort Worth. and Dallas, Texas, along 
| with C, Thomas, Martha Armstrong, Crawford, Lula Cox, the Catley 
family and Sattlewhites and others formed the first society. 


Elder E.,R.,Driver was appointed to what is now known as 


Saints Home. Church and General Superintendent for the . denomin=- 


ation in Caifornia in 191, Vpon his arrival from Memphis, 


Tennessee; the head quarters for the parent body, he found the 
A | 
| above named persons banded together, quitely and prayerfully 


awaiting his arrival, 


- 
Ll - 


From a 5mall group of Baptised believers in Christ, has | F 
grom, 1n 35 years, a Church comparable in Church Extension, 
Home and Foreign Missilons, and Religious Education, with its 
| | most agzresslve contemporaries. 


From a single church with only a s8mall group, in .an old 


8chool builing, (which was moved to 20th and Hooper) the move=- 


» 


ment has grom to about 165 churches with thousands- of Commun = 


$%% 4 535,004 6 


1cants, extending from El Centro to Weeds, and from San Diego 


T_ 


- to Barstow, 


72 OT ee na 
= "- 


During the tine of this rapid growth Bishop S.M., Crouch, 
SUCccessor to Elder E,M.Wilson, presided as State Uverseer, 


1930 to 1946, Due.to the churches! vast development, and many 
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onal Programs, on December 14, 1946, £1der C.H,Mason, 


ishop, divided the state in 8ections, North and South, 
= r E.B.Stewart, a District Superintendent and pastor of .it, 
oBtHves Church, in Los Angeles, was appointed Overseer of North- 
2 EL ern California. vga 
TEL EY | - The local assemblies constituting this creat, Ghurch of Go 
in Christ, Inc., serves God in rented store fronts and in well | 
- appointed church buildings valued at hundreds of thousands of - - 
- - ollars, There are Several church edifices under construction 
31 Fa - now valued in excess of one hundred thousand dollars, 
Ons | | Because of the aggressiveness, alortmers and consecration 
"Pe ___of its leaders, | th = NEW church 15 Setting an enviable record 2 g. 
"Poe Nl. in the world of Christendom. The 8eventy-five churches in North- 
2» ern California are divided into 7 districts, San Joaquin District, 
; So , . Elder H.,Douglas; Fresno District, i1der H.Y.Rodgers; Oakland Dis- 
2 AIST trict, Elder G6,W,McGlother; Sacramento Dis trict, Elder A, Knighy; 
- Monterey District, Elder S.R.Martin; San Francisco District, 
© Elder L,E.Cleaver. FE 
EE, Southern California has its Overseer, Bishop S,M.Crouch, 
£9 On ; t ive churches, and nine Superintendents. They are: 


| n ' | ___ - l 
AI ESE DL Og R | 5 ; 
/ 

| 


an Diego District, Elder J.\.Blake; So. Los Angeles District, 1] 


, Elder Z.Murry;. So. Los Angeles District, #2, Elder W,J. 


ct, Elder L.M.Driver; Santa Monica_Dis- 


r; Enmanuel Distri 


bs 
ASCE 


t 5 ler; San Bernardino District, Elder James 
ral District, Elder W.L. McKinney; Riverside District, 


TIT, | 
-—___KElder Washington; Imperial Dis trict, Elder Wyse. : 
* ELIE 2: Sie codes «OY , 
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the early aposblic church, was captured by this group, Aesult- 


b,, * 


ing in a church for fundamental, 


ehavior, as a potent, force, sweeping literally thousands of _ T 2 


the unsaved into the Kingdom of 


ph * L - %? , £ - of 0 $»xY oo WF, 3 4 «1 1 3-646; 
\ ” : A. 0; 2 " * 2H Ze? Þ - l | $,7 7 KS: 
* . ” . * "a o n _ = F: a tn ” bd l \, 4s qork ISS Is 
* , . P a : 7 " as we AIDE I ITT OAT. EIT EIN. x, 
' : ; : 5 k : pe ye IS. be tn ConntD JO nt ERA MT tt, +77 en opt 
G i Wok jb R: Y - : ' Y LIN Wb 4, 9A My pe, Mode > WS GS LO ES ner 5 
. P - A. - - =. , £ - 44 * 3, £ L f "x : y SY ol? 4d me I Ty K ve 
\ - . . ; Y k Long" yo Ws V "a I : ad 2 ET 
G _—_ IN ” \ Ts 369 Toes Þ' +, FIr% | 1 7 ' C pf 


The pentecostal zeal of the first century, which inspired _ 
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evangelical, and evangelistic 


God, in this great State. | 1 3 
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: vation of Seriptural holiness, corresponding 8omewhat | 
Z 110al or Wes leyan revival of the previous century 
TER: = and, Eventually various groups of this movement were 
arawn together toward closer affiliation resulting in one denom- 
| ES ination known today as the Church of the Nazarene. | 
EIN _____ Among these original groups one began in Los Angeles, Cali- 
ewes = fornia. - It is th the history of this group both before and  __ E 
| ; __ after its merger with others to form the larger denomination : 
: | : _ that we are especially concerned in this chapter, * I 
1 ERA > Ty the Summer of 1883 there came to Los Angeles from Iowa 
: 7 UN | TT 3 noun Methodist preacher of outstanding ability and personal- ; 
; "0 | TS by--Rev. Phineas Franklin Bresee. He became pastor of the Fort | 
E Eo, 3t et Methodist Episcopasl Church which Later took the name of | 
5  Mothodist Church, Dr. Bresee made an impression on South- 


\ s 


a Methodiem. Serving various churches as pastor 


gles 


as guperintendent, an office then known as 


— 


elder, he witnessed revivals and an ingather- | 3 
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As time went 'on Dr,Bresee cherished the desire to have a 
Spiritual gospel work in the heart of Los Angeles where the poor. 
could be reached, Dr.Bresee, who was an intensely spiritual 
man, felt the need for the unhindered preaching of the Bible 
doctrine of sanctification or Christian holiness. This doctrine 
had occupied a definite place in the preaching of John VWesLley 
who was the outstanding human -instrument in the mighty Evangelical 
revival of eighteenth century England, The full realization of 
the desire of Dr.Bresee for this work was to come. A place where 
people of various walks in life, poor as well as those in better 
cilrcumstances, would be reganes by an effective erefeliatio pPro- 


t 
gram was to be a reality Et. good the Eh OH were 


HEINC in Los DCOIEL there. was much Fo to be acconplished for 


_ -* 


Christ. 
In October of 1895 there appeared a notice stating that 


Doctors Bresee and Widney had arranged to asso0clate themselves 
together with such Chri$Stian people as might desire to join them 
to carry on Christilan work, especlally evangelical and city missLon 
work and the spreading of the doctrine of Christian holiness. An 
invitation was given to the opening Service, cb, october 6, 
SEAS at 817 South Main Street,Los Angeles, California. 

Ass0ciated with Dr.Bresee In the new work, as indicated by 
the notice, was Dr.J.P.Widney, a man of ripe scholarship.  Hemhad- | 
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ER _ geliam as related to the new downtown movement ,amd=ivan;—ionentd 
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ne TRaR: On the third Sunday of October, 1895, the actual organiza- 


tion of the Church of the Nazarene was undertaken, At the morn- 


ing 8erviece eighty-six persons joined the charter member 8hip 


| eh number was increased to one hundred before the day closed. 


| T a Short time the okaviar roll was kept open with the reault 
__ - *%hat finally one hundred thirty-five names were inscribed thereon. 
EO DREIEEDEDS oro we A meeting of the congregation was'held on October 30, 1895, 
ED at which time the organization Ws conpLeted, heh officers 
were elected and Steps taken to incorporate under the laws of 
California. Moreover, articles of faith and general rules were 


ER - adopted, The articles of faith were strongly evangelical and 


FT SE emphas1 zed the doctrine of 8anctification. : 
4 2 The following were 0100ted by ballot as directors or trus- 

© © tees for the first year: 0. E, McKee, W. 8, Knott, William W, 

= pr Wo » B. G, Hauxhurst, Jd. GC. Andrews, William M., Johnson, an 

I es : +; A. Irish, For 8tewards the following Were elected: W. A. 

3 LOT Powers, J., P. Hill, 8. P. Smoot, D. H. Ely, T. 7. Dunn, G. 8. | 
: 7 SER Stubblefi eld, Mrs, JT, W. Ernest, D. 8, Monoton, Mrs. M. E, Croft, 


ice P. 


pe EO ISEE S. M. Bisbee, J. 4. Jaynes, G. C. Lindsey, and Mrs, 
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Baldwin. Thus aid this 1ittle company of sincere and earnest 


Christians band themselves together and launch the wrk of the 


- 


Church of the Nazarene little dreaming of the remarkable s8pread 
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of the movement later. During the early years of the movement 


Doctors Bresee and Widney 8erved as co-leaders or 8uperinten- 

dents. 
By Thanksziving day of 1895 the s8gervices of the Church of 

the Nazarene were transferred from the hall at 317 South Main 

Street to a more commodious oneiat 208 North Main Street, Moen» 
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In organizing 
the Church of the Nazarene the founders probably had little 
thought that it would eventually become a denomination, at least 

of any 00n81derable 81.20, even Though the general 7u Les ed dhboowps 
that the pantors Should 8uperintend the o8tabliokment and work 
of other congregations, As the news of this young church began 
to 8 pread far and near, however, considerable interest was a- 
roused which presaged the later denomination, Meelwhibe=vire 
At Oh Wen "6c hbnd-meany. Cam clip, Through these opening 
months, as was true als in its very genesis, the new organi za- 
tion was not Seeking to duplicate the wrk of other churches or 
to antagonize them. On the contrary It Jegired the sympathy and 
fellowship of the other churches in its work in the neglected 


portions of the eity. Emphasis was placed on a real. heart ex- 


perience. of Christianity and not merely just one of the head, 


POR PITT, —— <-  - — — —— * _ - my $— _ _ Sypa=s -_ Wo o— _ —_ - —_ F LI - k 
. d : 
FY . 
- -_ — 
N : 
L Tx 
s ; F. | : hk hte ; Ka LE ad ab © PETITCY SI URTS SEC OT IRON WTI FR ONE In tongs ray pndrwt ein Ty ev 24" oy — | . 4 . oe : NA "5 
- Y « . 
; | ; \ : | . % 
- 1 .« w | 
Wo —_ yp _-0 bd 
= - % 
: 
. 
> Rf « 
. 
; 4 > - 
* F.- \ g 
Wi: Ik , 

- a» F L 

Ed nt Lv - 
; BO Che 2h 
x V3) = 
" Rc 

gt Io © a 
COS % o I - 


| bled gouls to the place of prayer and relief, 
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7 | | It was not 10ng until the necessity for s8ecuring a more 
permanent and better adapted pÞlace of worship was apparent, In | 
1896 a location was Lleased on Los Anzeies Street between Fifth 
and Sixth Streets and a tabernacie erected, Although the new 
home of the Churcn of the Nazarene would geat about four hundred 
| people yet it goon became too eg8mall for the crowds that attended 
| the s8ervices and it was enlarged. i8 place of wrgship served 
the congregation for about seven years. 
| | The Church of the Nazarene early recognized the expediency 
of setting aside women as well as men for the ministry. The | 
ON first wOmAn to be licensed to preach, whe was later ordained, | 
was Urs. Lucey P, Knott, Mrs, Knott, as well as me other wmen, 
; | have had 8uccessful pastorates in the Church of the Nazarene in 


> - Aulifornia. 
LR, ; Early in the life of the Church of the Nazarene there was 


2 ; Ang work among youth, The original youth program of the mother 

. = _ ehureb provided for an organization of young women known as 

: 2 hs 2 Comp E, This company had the unusual name because it was a 

©" part of what was knomn as "The Buttonhole Brigade". Practically 

5 _ 7; the entire membership of the congregation was divided into 8ec- 
2 ______ bions or companies, each of which took for its name a letter in 
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| A 
the alphabet. The plan was to promote Christian s8ervice among 


the members, As time went on all these companies ceased to have F 
any real existence except Company E, This organization was led [ 
by Mrs, Lucy P., Knott who with fervor and executive ability 
worked for the s8alvation of young women and the 8piritual and 
numerical growth of the organi zation. Company E grew-greatly 

In numbers in the mother church and other auch groups were Or- 
ganized elesewhere, The early work among the young mon was known 
as the Brotherhood of St, Stephen, Later in the history of the 
denomination young people's societies including both men and 
women were organized and finally in 1923 the first general con- 
vFention of the Nazarene AFALE Peoples! Society was held at Kansas 
City, Mi 880urt . | 


In the anoviloncs of God the young cure of the Nazarene. 
was not to remain merely one congregation. AJhere-Jjaduapapico 
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| n= BGry—pe—_tne, At the church board meeting or TELNVELE &7; 
1897, Dr. Bresee made the following report: 


To the Official Board of the Church of the Nazarene, Los 
Angeles, Cal., I would report that after.a ten days meeting 
at Berkeley, Cal., I organized a church with 19 members, 
with Ernest 4, Girvin as Pastor and George W., Eglestone, 
As88ociate Pastor, both having been quly chogsen by the Church 
and are approved by the Superintendents, That the Church 
starts under favorable auspices. | Though in a difficult 
field the blessing of God 8eems to rest upon it, This is 
os Church of the Nazarene. Submitted, P. F. Bresee, 

up't, / | 
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a great gervice for the denomination in the writing of the 


biography of Dr. Bresee, baSed upon 8stenographic interviews with 
= the great leader, The founding of the Berkeley church proved 
to be the beginning and center of a constantly increasing and 


widening work, which has since extended to various cities about 


. ot * 


o 


San Francisco Bay, as well as other areas in central and northern 
California. 
A further 8tep towards a denominational status for the new 


1 | movement was taken when the first council was held. The is8ve 


of the ehurch periodical called The Nazarene for May, 1898, de- TR 
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_ At the Church of the Nazarene on Los Angeles Street, in 

_— this eity April l8th at 7: 30* Was held a meeting of very 
| Special Iinterest., It was the first Council of the Church 

or The Nazarene, It was composed of ministers, preachers, 

| official members and others especially interested in the 

wrk. | 


3 : Se. In October, 1898, there was held in the first or mother 
WE ebureh what was evidently the first delegatedy, of the 
—_ | 
v5 x; young movement. The main object of this was 
3 pe to prepare a manual for the church, which 8hall-more fully 
"n - | represent it, than do the articles and general rules already 
Ty publi 8hed, and which are the constitution of the church. | 
Oh chi ef 
EL EE, eh was the acceptance of the resignations of the General 


Ss” Stag 
S 


hs re 
w, a ded Ys 


Belt 


Superintendents, It was felt that the article in the church 


constitution giving the general superintendents a life tenure ' 


should be modified, A law was then passed making the term of 


office one year, Good progress was made on the manual but It 


was not fully completed at that time. 
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] A home camp-meeting was held In the mother church from 
October 2 to 12, 1898, _ This meeting , held in celebration of 
the third anniversary of the organization of the Ghurch of the 

| Nazarene, was largely attended, The first meeting know as an 

| "nassembly" was in session at the 8ame church on October 16,1899, 


Dr.Bresee,as General Superintendent, having issued the call. 
It is reported that thirty-three delegates responded to the roll 


call of whom eleven were ministerial and twenty-two lay delegates. 


[2 Dr. Bresee was reelected to his office and-in fact continued by virtue 


_— 


: of reelections to hold office until his death in 1915; These annual 7 


asSsemblles representing not only the first or mother chbrch but 
other churches were held for some years to come, Later, as the 
novement grew, Separate 3istrict-assemblies were set up, In addit- 
Lon to a zeneral a88embly. 

At the annual assembly held in October, 1900, an interesting 
| renort was presented from the Board of Directors of the Nazarene 2 IR, | 
Publishing Bouse, an institution already functioning and indicative 
of the healthy growth of the young Church :of the Nazarene. 
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e its organization, .933 persons had been re- 


membership, of whom thirty-one had died, and fifty- 


»” [x | a been aiemissed by letter or otherwise, leaving a member» - 
mW ns ” .Þ of 846, which included the congregations at Elysian Heights 
: = Bhs and Mateo Street, Los Angeles, and the charge at South Pagadena. 
- <7 Other eongregations reporting: were Cucamonga, Re dlands, Berkeley 
: is , , The year 1902 8stands out in the history of the Church of 

"=Þ the Nazarene in California as epochal for then was begun the 


_ ; erection of the large brick edifice at Sixth and Wall Streets, 


EDS Los Angeles, for the mother church and als in that year was 


©» _ Founded the first Nazarene school. The First Church occupied 


8 \ "= 


Twenty-fifth and 


bhi s building for many years later moving to 


ad 4a dog 
- 


tion of a 8splendid 
t& Third 
g8chool, to which reference ' | 


San Pedro 


Magnolia Avenue. 


In 1949 was begun the erec 


and Juanita 


* 


new church home for the mother church at Wes 
7 OE _ Streets in Los Angeles, The first 


= has been made, was eStablished at Twenty-eighth and 


vr 


i | EE 3treets and known as the Pacific Bible College and later as the 

_ /{  Deets Pacific Bible College. It became a VPRLRLREpGhool for 

= 1 Tn 1903 the Home and,Missionary Society of the Church of the 

| | OY py | ne was organized in Southern California. Later, of course ; 
D : movement took on larger denominational stature and coal- 
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egsced with a s8imilar denomination, a missionary board centrally 


Located at Kansas City, Missouri, was 8et up, Subsequent to 
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this the General Board of the Church of the Nazarene was *created, 
among the departments of which was that of Foreign Missions. 

The year 1905 marked the tenth anniversary of the founding 
in Los Angeles of the Church of the Nazarene, The General Sup- 
erintendent, Dr. P., F. Bresee, in his report to the Tenth Annual 
ASS8embly held at First Church, Los Angeles, in October of that 
year, declared: 

A large number of new churches and missions have been 
organized, largely augmenting the number over last year, 
and 8everal able ministers have united with us, The Norpth- 
west District has been organized, to which Rey, H, D, Brown 
was appointed District Superintendent, and he has been vig- 
orously pushing the wrk in that great and inviting field, 
A Mis8Lonary Distriet has als been formed consisting- of -- 
the Northern part of California, to which Rev. E. A. Girvin 
was appointed. Recently a district, comprising a large area 
- with Chicago as the center, called the Central Distriet, has 

been organized and Rev. I, G., Martin appointed Dstriet Sup- 

erintend ent. 

The statistical r eport presented to this Tenth Annual As- 
gembly revealed that there were thirty-five churches and classes 
in the denomination and a membership of between three and fo ur 
thousand, 

AS 8aid previously the work of the Church of the Nazarene 
was begun in the San Francisco Bay area in 1896, when Dr, Bresee 


organized a church in Berkeley and placed Rev. E., 4. Girvin in 


charge. For a number of years the work was carried on by Rev. 
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| LL 
members who worshipped in 
t from place to place. In 19035 a 
a small church building erected. About 
Rev. W.J.Rogers was called to assist Rev.Girvin and 
4 e church for nearly two yearsg, his successor being | 
| 6 Linaweaver, who arrived in Berkeley in 1905, At this ; 
church had been organized in Oakland, and Rev.Girvin was 
agpol by Dr. Bresee as superintendent of the church work in 
Sor ao | this area, Later this same year Rev. Linaweaver was appointed 
” to this office, and arrangements were made for an assembly to 
: p BE - be held early in 1906, . 
5 Bt” ; The first assembly of the San Francisco district (now | 
- Bn a0: known A s The Northern California district) was held 1n the Oak- 

:: OY” Lnad oharch, arch L 2 7. 12006:- There were at: this time two 
-H - ? __ organized aes - Oakland and Berkeley, and two other preach- 
Be: 7 bg ____ places = San Francisco and Alameda. 

: The work of the Church of the Nazarene in Southern Cali- | 
a was organized on September 4,1907 as the Southern Call- 
;rict. Thus the church in that area already functioniaq 
as a Separate district. Rev.C.V. 


e was elected Dbstrict Superintendent. | 


1907 pars 2 great advance 4,4 45 history of | 
of the Nazarene for it was in October of that year | 


ern movement united with a similar denomination 


FR ic Ns 44 . OE #Y Th 
rap, 1 Ay La "x ws q 

ys. 2 

c a 


Þ Y WY: 
RE 4 + 
* q "3 

Wo. - 


L Y 
way \ 


n. ted in an ass8embly held in Chicago, the 
ch are set forth in the Proceedings | 
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12 
of the First General Assembly of the Pentecostal Church of the 
Nazaren » The title page of the Proceedings further States: "Being 
the Twelfth Assembly of the Ciureh of the Nazarene, Twelfth Annual 
of the Assciation of Pentecostal Churches, " 

According to the report of the statistical secretaries as 
printed in the Proceedings the WEEtErr/ Church. of the Nazarene 


had 52 churches with 3827 members and a property valuation of $224,284; 


whereas the AsS0ciation of Pentecostal Churches had 47 churches with 
2571 members and a valuation on church property of $175,640, This 
Showed for the united church a total of 99 churches with 6198 mem- 
bers, and a property valuation of $899,921, The secretaries added 
that the report was somewhat incomplete, owing to the failure of 
Some churches to $send the necessary statiotics. 
| The united and enlarged denomination continued to be conser- 
vative infdotrine and provided for a superintendency yet witha con- 
s1iderable derres of local autonomy for the congregations. Rev.Phineas 
F.Bresee and Rev. H.F.,Reynolds were elected General Superintendents. 
A General Missionary Board was elected and other business transacted. 
the following were the districts at that times: coutherk Calirotuty. 
Northwest, San Franciseco, Central Chicago, New York, Vow England, 
Washington and Pittsbury. Later other denominations merged with the 
church, | - 
A forward 
THS/YEAF/g Step in the educational work of the Church of the 
Nazarene in the west was taken in 1910, During that year the educat- 
ional institution located in Los Angeles, kmowmn as the Deets Pacific 


Bible College was moved to north-east Pasadeng and became” 


known as the Nazarene University, Dr. P. F., Bresee, one 
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vne general guperintendents of the church, continued as 
EO FER F148 4, Pos % HER ETIST SB 


egident of the 80hool for a ti mo. | The o1d Huguſs mansion and 

Ry 81 rroundi ng ranch acreage lying east of Hill Avenue and north 
; Ee, and 80uth of east Washington Street were acquired for the college. 1 
| The 8eotion South of Washington Street and a portion north of ; 

bhis thoroughfare were Subdivided and 801d, The mansion re- 
mained the main eollege building for ome years, Today it | 
_  houses the music department though it shares the campus with | 

the beautiful modern buildings that the expanding institution, 

now known as Pasadena College, have made necessary. | 
Meanwhile, a weekly periodical, called the Nazarene Messen- 

| er became the official organ of the young denomination, It 
= occupied a vital place in propagating the wrk of the movement 


_ 


&: and was eonducted under the able editorship of Dr. BreSee. - Sub= 


| ___ - Sequently the name of this paper was changed to Herald of Holiness. 


+ = 


ENG -> Tris periodical, now published weekly in Kansas City, Missouri, 


- 
- 
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LT ne continues to be the official organ of the Church of the Nazarene, 


"yy - 


D $99 Wy | In 1910 Rev. H, Orton Wiley came to the Nazarene University 
; £8 = as dean and later president. He gerved as head of this institu- 


tion for three different periods of time, the last being from 


EST ook. 5 © Segides Drs. Bree and Wiley Doctors E.PENyson 
4 1933 to 1949, Other have headed the 8school were S=ZAGeoree 
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4 FOG eks, C. B. Widneyer and 0, J, Nease. In 1949 Dr. Wiley be- | 
IE EE, ; president emeritus and Dr. W, T. Purkiser was inaugurated as 

F ED dent. Dr. Wiley's long years of able leadership as a college  _ 
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1, 
president, theologian and editor of the Herald of Holiness have 5 
marked him as outstanding in the history of the Church of the 7 
| Nazarene , : 
; In 1915 statistics for the Southern>Callfornia Detriot of 


| 3 | 
Showed a membership of 3276 wit od churches —"_ Property val- 


uation of $230,225. The San Franciseco District reported 42h 
members and a net property valuation of $27,105, 

| The name of the denomination was changed in 1919 by the 
General AsSSembly meeting in Kansas City, Mi 880urt . " The new 
name was the one that had been adopted in 1895 by the Los An- 


geles group, namely Church of the Nazarene, 


_ In 1920 the San Franci 50o,RELMK) y changed its name to the 
Northern california I The statistics of this northern , 
district reported to the 1920 a88embly carectnd 15 churches and we 4 
653 members with a property valuation of $93,000, 

The Southern California District held its fourteenth amual 
ass8embly in June, 1920. Statistics of this meeting ahow that 
the district had LL churches and missions with 3347 members and 
a Property valuation of $345, 400. | in 

Statistics of the annual assembly of the Southern California 
Dstrict held in June, 1925, show that there were 47 churches 
and throe'aleeions with 4346 members and a property valuation of 
$828,520, Meanwhile the Womens Missionary Society of this ai 8-. 


trict, under the presideney of Mrs, Paul Bresee, daughter-in-law 


of the founder, Ir. P, F. Bregee, was doing much to advance the 
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AP 
QPar des >» AMrs, Bresee, who gerved 
a180 as district Secretary for the Southern California district 
rom-1917 to her death in 1946, had rare gifts of leadership 
and uged them most capably for the furtherance of her church. 
Statistics of the annual as88embly of the Northern California 
 Distriot held in June, 1925, reveal that the district had 27 
churches with 1231 members and a valuation of $210,700, on 
CD. church properties. | 
FT, | Meanwhile the work of the Sunday schools and leadership 
=... a g was being capably advanced in the Southern California | 
Ry  di8triet by the efforts of Dr, C. B., Widmeyer. He reported to AE 
Dt Ho - the annual as8s8embly for that district in 1929 that it repre- | 
Sented more leadershbip training certificates than all the rest 
F * | of the denomination. 
: 2 f ES The your 1935 marked the fortieth anniversary of the be- 
f "4 IR: ginning _* the Church of the Nazarene in. Southern California. 
Z US © 14 $0 interesting as an indication of the &uccess of this move= 
x: Eee ment to note the dat 654.68 for that year, The Southern di striect 


ws 


reported. 8810ns with 6245 members 


and a 


chur che s 


ay School enrollment of 12,337, There were, accord- 


- 


ing to the statistiocs, 2862 members of the Nazarene Young Peoples! 
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Society and 1508 members of the Womans Missionary Sock ety. 


Value of church property was placed at $680,045 while a grand 
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total raiged for all purposes was stated as $175,032, The : 


thirtieth annual assembly of the Northern California Districet 
held in June, 1935, reported 49 churches with 3058 members and 
a Sunday 8chool enrollment of 6117, There were, as 8et forth 
in the minutes, 1297 members of the Nazarene Young Peoples! 
Society and 829 members of the Womans! Missionary Society. 
Value of chureh property was placed at £282,658,, while a grand 
total raiged for all purposes was $83,938. 

The Church of the Nazarene has been and is strongly in 
favor of camp-meetings, These have been the means of uncounted 
Spiritual. blessings and moreover have been centers whither Naza- _ 
Tenes and other Christians have cathered from rar and near, The 


Southern California District, after the removal of the school 4 


Pag8adena, held amual camp-meetings under a large nn 
college campus, Leading holiness evanzelists have preached at 
these gatherings, Likewise the Northern California District 
furthered the cause of camp-meetings, In the fall of 1937, that 
aistrict acquired a fine 8ite for a camp-meeting comprising four- 
teen acres +4n the-Santa=druzchiow urns near the ci ty of Santa 
Cruz. Later more acreage was added and eventually this camp- 


ground became a notable center for di strict activities. 
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F : k Tr 15, 1940 'was an historio date for the Church of 
A Nazarene 41n Southern California for it was then that the 
TO _ ground was broken, with fitting ceremonies, for the District 
DE Memorial Auditorium. This vast auditorium, built of re-enforced 
| concrete and geating approximately L000 people, was dedicated 
| Angust 27, 1944. It is used for the annual camp-meeting, for 
Es commencement exercises of Pasadena College and other services. 
DE, hore are also in this edifice, located at Howard and Sierra 
. Bonita Streets in Pasadena, the offices of the district. &uper- 
1intendent and college classrooms, 
 Statistics of the thirty-ninth annual assembly of the SD 


Southern California distriet, held May 29 to June 1, 1945, re- 
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| ———— — ——0r74-that: there. were: then 86 ehurches and 3 missions with 93h, 
v 5 members, The total Sunday school enrollment was 16,110, Valua- 


_ tion of church property was Set at 81,022,525, and a grand total 
= "Paid for all purposes of $822,962, The Journal of the annual 


, LS _ a88embly of the Northern California distriet held in May, 1945, 
_ Show that there were 77 churches and 6 missions with 6053 mem- 
OR SE? bers, The total Sunday g8chool enrollment was 11,190, Valuation 
7 W Ss of © eh property was 59, 587. and a grand total paid for all 
; - Ee | purposes of $544, 306. 
: 2 : NES (2A Southern California has had a long line of able and conse- 
- TR erated digtri et 8uperintendents whose work has been built into 
Bn tn - Cn | s -uoture of a great district. These men have been eupported 


» | 
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in this notable achievement by a loyal body of pastors and lay- 
men. The present Superintendent of this district, Dr. 4. E. = 
Sanner, was elected in 1933 and has s8served in this capacity _ ; 
Longer than any of his predecessors, 4&4 man of faith, vision 
and energy, he has led in a remarkable forward advance for the 
district, Among his successes has been his leadership in the 
heavy task of erecting and Seating the district auditorijun em - 
Oodle niEiiag--a Credit to any denomination, 
The Northern Caiifornia District has aiso enjoyed the 
Leadership of capable 8uperintendents, Rev. Roy E. Smee, who 
Served many years in this office, led in the acquiring of the 
beautiful district neadguarters and cainp-neeting property at 
Beulah Park near Santa Cruz... In 1948, after approxiniately _ 
Seventeen years of Service as aistrict leader, he was appointed 


General Home Mission Secretary of the denomination, Since then 


_ Rev. George Coulter has been the District superintendent, AL 


the forty-fourth annual as8embly of the Northern California Di 8- 
trict Superintendent Coulter in his report declared that he had 
organized Six new churches in eight months, Statistics for the 
Northern California District as Teported at the 1949 assembly 
reveal that the number of churches was 97 in addition to thiz- 
teen missLons., Number of church members was 7715 wth a total 


Sunday 8chool enrollment including officers, teachers and home 
department of 16,951, The vacation Bible 8chool enrollment 
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» the Nazarene Young Peoples! Society enrollment, 
EE _ a880ciate, 2691. Womens! Foreign Missionary Society, 


ag8s8ociate enrollment, 2672, Value of church property 


E" "y 


8 get at $2,411, 386, and the value of parsonage property, 


i td cr 5,050. The grand total paid for all purposes was $970,461. 
TIS, N The Southern California District, as reported in its forty-. 
— third Annual AsSembly Journal (May 31 to June 3, 1949) had 
: -”. ehurches and 88i0ngwith a total of 11,218 members. The 
5 : total Sunday 8chool enrollment was 21,797, while the Vacation : 
Bible 8chools had 3323 enrolled. The Nazarene Young Peoples! 
| Society and the Womens! Foreign Mi 881 onary Society reported en- 
5 go NE TA roliments, 1nduting active and asscciate, of 3569 and 1027 re- 
MI __- SPoeotively. The value of church property was set at $2,553,693. _ 
| and value of parsonage property at $573,001. The grand total 
| We paid for all purposes for the assembly year was $1, 332,126, 
Some consideration has been given to the expediency of i viding 
2 2” the Southern California Distriet into two districts. This may 
: oO x DE 7 be done in a year or 80, | 
I ng 8 o wy Chur ch of the Nazarene continues after fifty-four years | 
2 4 7: L fornia to be both evangelical and evangelistic. The two 
Ga ornia districts are a part of a larger denominational union 
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EE... NI. churches not only in the United States but also in Canada 


the British Isles, besides missions in various parts of the 
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of heart and life continues to occupy 


preaching, The missionary outlook is comprehensi 
is broad and where there is the vision churches 
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e Jesus of Nazareth lived men have attempted to like Him, 


| 5 _ From the first century of the Christian era efforts have been made to fol 
Os h the teachings and practices revealed in the New Testament,, It is believe 
; . ; LThat There was an apostasy from these during the centuries immediately 
> z EE the first. There have been endeavors through eighteen hundred 
BA | _ , _FJears either to reform existing churches upon the basis of the Bible or to 
restore New Testament Christianity. | 
_ The idea of the restoration of New Testament Christianity expressed 


$a  Itself vigorously and successfully in the early part of the nineteenth 


EM 51S STOGEGLGE under the leadership of John 
PEE and J. R. Jones in Great Britain, with James O'Kelley, Abner Jones, Barton 
|. Stone, Walter Scott, John Smith, Thomas Campbell and Alexander Campbell 
| | Leading in America, Alexander Campbell, as the moving spirit, and Walter 
] | H £ | Beats. as evangelist , were foremost, all matters of religion the leaders 
ER © ; of the Restoration Movement, as it came to be known, said: "Where the 
of $95, S Speak, we Speak; where the Scriptures are silent, we are silent"; 


| 0: to be received into the faith and worship of the church, or 

: a term of communion among Christians, that is not as old as the 

: | n- %% thus Saith the Lord either in express terms or by approved 

z EE SORT ATE article of faith, Than of religious practice". The 

| grow rapidly, os pecially in America with entire church- 
tion pleas is Leeds of converts were 


additions averaged twenty thousand per year. By 
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1850 there were more than two hundred thousand adherents to the movement to 


restore New Testament Christianity. 


From 1850 to 1890 was a period of controversy which led to an open 
£ aivisiou over the introduction of instrumental music in Christian worship 
and organized missionary s80cieties to do the work of the church. The issues 
were expediency and Scriptural authority. Those advocating the instrunent 
and tne societies were officially recognized at Washington, D. C., by the 
Religious Census Bureau in 1906 as "Disciples of Christ" and those opposing 
these innovations as "Cnurcnes of Christn, : 
The churches of Christ, teach that the first, church of Christ was 
Founded in Jerusalem in 30 A, D., and that they are identical in all abiding N 
and essential characteristics with the church of the New Testament. They 
maintain that there San apostasy from the church of the New Testament 
and that it was restored in the early nineteenth century as A result of 
the testoration Movement, 1n Great Britain and America, They wales that 
all Une refonkiies as Luther, calvin, 2wingli, Wesley, and others contributed 
to it. 
It is imnpossible to obtain complete mnembership statistics on the churches -. --. 
of Christ for they are congregational in organization and have no central 


headquarters. based upon figures given by Nelson Slater in his booklet, 


Churches of Christ in the United States, 1948, page 4, there are approxi- 


mately 890, 000 members and 10,000 congregations with the largest member- 


ship in Texas and Tennessee, Of this number there are approximately 


25 ,000 members and 325 churches in California. 
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and Divislons of the Churches in California 
In 1849 gold was discovered in California, From States where the Resto- 
ration Movement had gained a s8tronghold by 1849 came innigrants in search 


Tor gold, the most of whom brought their religion with them. Among these 


Settlers were leaders and evangelists of the Restoration Movement, Out of 
this immigration the early churches were organized, 

Among the pioneers of | 1649 was Thomas Thompson who had been a preacher 
in Missouri. He and his fanily arrived at Gold Run, Placer County. of 
their arrival and his first sermon, E. B. Ware, whose A History of the 


Disciples of Christ in Californis, 1849-1893, is practically the only 
Source of information for this. early period, writes on pages 27 and 28; 


They were all tired and weary; the country was full of 
_ miners Seeking for gold, but in a few days we 58ee a lot 
_ of those who were Seeking for the gold that perishes 9 - : 
gathered in front of the old man's tent. They are not 
laughing and joking as usual, but seem intently concerned. 
Presently the o1d man kneels in prayer; deathly s8ilence 
A pasS8es over the audience; he arises, opens his worn and 
; - rusty looking Bible and begins to read, The lips of 
s8trong and resolute men begin to quiver; eyes that had 
not shed a tear since they had said good bye to mother, 
to wife and loved ones back in the States,*' began to 
grow moist. , , The old man began to preach, while his 
: hearers 8tood silently with hats off and heads bowed, 
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This incident was typical of the eariliest attempts to establish the Restora- 
tion Movement in California. | The preachers 8poke to groups of miners, farmers F 
| and others. In & niner's hole Thomas Thompson imnersed the first persons of 


PREY: _ __ the Restoration Movement persuasion and organized the first such church in | 
Stockton in 1850, 
| _ Other preachers joined Thompson in establishing churches during those 
early years, During the first ben years of history, (1849-1859) twenty- 
Seven churches were organized with a total membership of 1,723. The second | 
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” L 
decade (1860-1370) was ushered in with a hopeful outlook by the coming of 


able preachers to California, among whom was Robert, Graham, of national 
reputation, By 1870 there were 2500 members in the state, The third decade 
(1870-1880) began very prouisingly. Much of the pioneering of the early 


days was over, Foundations had been laid and lessons had been learned from 


experiences which would prove very valuable in the future, The year 1870 
marked a new tide of immigration, bringing many members of the Restoration 
Movement , 

Among those who- came were B. F. Standefer, B., F., Coulter, and Dr, Carrol 
Kendrick, & physician, all of whom were very ilnportant in the beginnings and 
growth of the churches,  B. F. Standefer was the first to preach in Southern 
| California, establishing a congregation in San Bernardino in 1869 and in the 
Same year, in Downey, the Second church in Southern California, In 1877 
B. PF. Coulter, the werelige—aconober 5 axrived in Southern California, He 
Sg00n established a merchandising business which grew rapidly and is now the 
Coulter Dry Goods Company in Los Angeles, Mr. Coulter became wealthy and 
used his money freely in Supporting preachers and establishing churches, He 
himnself visited many places in Southern California and gathered together 
sgattered church members and organized them into little churches, Dr, 


Kendrick came to California in 1874 and to Southern California in 1879, He 


establis hed a number of congregations. | 

The fourth and fifth decades (1880-1900) were characterized by many 7 
leaders coming into the states, by establishing nuwepous churches, and by 
bringing to a climax disintegrating forces. In 1882 a church building for 
the first church in Los Angeles, which had been esLablished in 187h, _ 
erected on a lot iven by B., F, eitdir- where the eastern one-half of the 


| 2 
Hall of Justice 8tands. In 189 the church property was 801d and 


\ 


most, of the congregation moved to a new location at Eleventh and Hope 


Streets. In 1895 the Broadway Christian Church, as it was known, was built 
by Mr. Coulter at a cost of $100,000.00 on & valuable lot on Broadway, facing 
the County Court House, The church later moved to Pico and Arlington and is 
now known as the Arlington Christian Church, In 1881 Dr. Kendrick organized 
a congregation in Santa Ana. In 1882 a church was established in Orange, 

and in the early eighties in EL Monte; in kiverside and in Pomona in 1885; 


| in San Diego in 1885; in Burbank during the late eighties or early nineties; 
in Long Beach in 18%, and in Santa Monica during the nineties, Only a few 
a of the many churches established and leaders working in California up to 


1900 have been named. Those named present briefly the growth of the Restora- 


2 44on Movement, in California from 1849-1900. mmm 
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Live Forces 


When the Restoration Movement began in California there were no organized 


Ladakh at & i lah ns. ade 


mnisslonary go0cieties nor instrunental masic in the worship, Years passed 


LOC Mi oi 


before either of these was introduced, And when they were int roduced it, Was 
done in the face of strong opposition. The-controversy led to an oo2en divi- 
sion, Those who uged instrumental msic in their worship and organized 
. aissionary Societies in. their missionary work became knom officially as 


Disciples of Christ" and those who did not use them as "Churches of Cyrist'", 


' Growth of the Churches of Christ in California | I 


7 Eo. * 1900 the divisions in the Restoration Movement in California had left 


9 fewer than twenty "churches of Christ." According to the United States 


of wo. \ * ®: 


+ EI Census Bureau there were twenty-three churches with a membership of 761 in 
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| 1306, In 1945 there were 325 churches with an approximate membership of 
25,000, waking a gain of 302 churches since 1906 and approximately 24, 000 
menbers, What factors have contributed to the growth of the churches from 
1906 to 1950? There have been many, but the most important ones have been 
limIigration, leadership, consecration to a common cause , and the work of 
the local churches, Of all the factors contributing to the growth of the 
churches none -has been mnore inportant than the leadership, consisting of 


elders, deacons, preachers, and other men of influence, 


Some Ploneer Leaders 


tt... A. 


Ia view of the fact that so many men have contributed to the growth of 
tne churches of Cahrist in California from 1900 to 1950, only the outstanding 
pioneer leaders of the first two decades can be given even a thumb-nail 
sketeh of achievement, | Michael Sanders of Los Angeles, 6 _ of wealth, 
Was responsible for more preaching and the est.ablishment, of more churehes 
in California in the early part of the twentieth century than any other 
wan. In 1902 he sent for G. W. Kiggs, a young preacher in Tennessee, 

Until the death of Mr, Sanders in 1915, he supported Mr, Riggs in os 
and 1n ctabiienia churches, In an interview, Mr, Riggs Stated; "There 


was not a church of those years in Southern and Central California that 


was not more or less indebted to him. Some of them owed their very exis- 
tence to hime" G, W. Riggs has been instrumental in establishing iQOre 
churches in the state than any other man, For thirty years he went into 


commmities where there was no church of Christ and planted a church, and 


laid the foundations for others: In addition to this work, Mr. Riggs 
Served the Sichel Church in Los Angeles as resident ainister for geven=- 


teen years, At present he is very 01d and inactive, 
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7 
Samuel E. Witty 8erved the Ontario Church in two successful ministries, 


building it from a mall to a large congregation, From 1922 to 1926 he did 
outstanding work as minister of the Central Church in Los Angeles. In 1929 

he led in the organization of the Huntington Park Church and served as its \ 
minister for a number of years. For 8ome years he preached for the Hollywood 

Church, In 1929, he established the Church of Christ Children's Home in 
| ontario, and Served it as Superintendent until 1950, when he resigned, 

E. N. Glenn came from Tennessee to California in 190k. He Served as 

resident minister for a number of Small churches, had some part in religious 

journalism, and taught in two of the Christian Schools in the state. He 

Served as minister of the Casitas Springs Church from 1923 until his death 


in 1949, For several years G. W. Winter did pioneer work in and around 


; County as the only preacher -of the churches of Christ in that part 

of California. In 1898 L. D. Perkins came from Tennessee to Senn : 

California, but did not become active in the growth of the churches until he 

moved to the San Joaquin Valley in 1916. His chief contribution Was encourag= 

ing and preaching for weak congregations, many of which owe their growth to nimn, 
In 1919 A. HM. Morris, an outstbanding writer and teacher cane to Long 


Beach. He conducted many uBible readings" in the state, and edited The 


People's zible Advocate. He also was the author of two books, Evolution 


_ and Progression and Prophecies Unveiled s Unveiled. Georges Pepperdine, founder and 
president of the Western Auto Supply Company until he sold it in 1939, 


came from Denver to Los Angeles in 1916, Mr. Pepperdine, with his money, 
| his counsel, his good manner of life, and his influence, has been an impor- 
tant factor in the growth of the churches for many years, In 1937 he founded 


3 = and endowed George Pepperdine College in Los Angeles. 


8 

In 1919 George Dickson came from Texas to California. He did pioneer 
work for twenty years in Dinuba and adjacent territory, establishing and 
building up churches. For 8ix years he did 8siuilar work in San Feunadie 
and 1s now located as minister with the church in Huntington Park, About 
the same tine W, H., Trice came from Tennessee to San Francisco where he has 
done pioneer work for alnost thirty years, supporting hiuself by s8ecular 
work, Alwong the ploneers of that early day was William Green, a member of 
the University of California at zerkeley, who as a leader, elder, and teacher 


has continued to work in the berkeley area, 


Establishment and Progress of the Churches 
In this division of the chapter churches on which the writer has infor- 
mation will be listed, according to the decade in which they were established, 
with their location, the date of their eotabliohment Heir present, menber- 
Shipg and-aioaiester, This list will indicate growth by decades, The history 
of the churches of Christ Since 189% has been obtained by questionnaires to 


and / personal interviews with pioneers and contemporary leaders, The-enSorma- 


1896-1906 
Name Location 15D [i526 "Year Present 
Established Membership 
Forestville 1873 38 ©” 
Fresno Palm and Dennett | 190k, 325 
Long Beach Ninth and Lime 1902 350 
Central, Fifth and Atlantic 1902 400 
Los Angeles 2ichel and Altura | 1903 75 
Madera Central avenue, B Street 1890 155 
Pomona Sixth and Towne 1895 275 
Riverside Ninth and Line 1904 200 
San Francisco Ingleside, Jules and DeMontford 1895 '50 
vanta Ana Broadway and Walnut Streets 1903 2 
Santa Cruz 517 Center Street 1903 70 
Santa Rosa First and E Streets 150 


1909 
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Were once more pioneer years for the churches of Christ, whose 


were Small and early growth slow. Of the foregoing churches, the 


"z 


Sichel congregation deserves special mention, because it has been the mother 


of many Southern California congregations. 


906-1916 


In this decade the pioneer years continued, with meager resources with 


which to do church work and to establish new churches, | 


- 


| | _ Name | Location Year Present 
'E Established Membership 


216 College Avenue 1910 150 
Filbert and I Streets: 1910 125 


; bets Sixth and Olive 1915 32 
School Building 
: Elwood and Frazier 
2D E:. ...__. Jauret and E Streets _ EEE Eien 
ER a Ong ajon and Hamilton 110 250 
(& 
| D Street 125 
| The 1916 United States Census Bureau gives thirty-five churches of Christ 
| _ in California with 1,149 commnicants. | 
| A 1916-19 | WY 
The 1926 United States Census Bureau indicated that there were thirty- 
| three more churches of Christ and 3,289 more members in California in 1926 


Ree BE _ than in 1916, Twenty-four of the thirty-three churches are 1isted below. 
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10 
Coalinga Lincoln and Van Ness | 2009 100 
Corning Yola and West Streets mA © 20 
Costa Mesa Church -and Walnut | 1923 IJ0 
Denair 1921 
Fillmore First and Mountain View 1921 60 
Fullerton . Harvard and Amerige 1925 50 
Los Angeles Central, 12th and Hoover 1922 500 
Southwest, o4th and Normandie 1922 500 
West Side, 2531 W., Jefferson Blvd. 1923 b7 
95th and Compton 1922 180 
Modesto 215 La Loma 1922 325 
Porterville Fourth and Morton 1926 629 
Sacramento - Oak Park | 1924 297 
San Bernardino 135k, Mountain View 1923 325 
San Pedro Eighth and Meylor 1923 85 
Santa Ana Southside, Fairview and Birch Sts. 1923 175 
Santa Paula 0Jai and Orchard | 1922 125 
Taft 106 Van Buren Street 1922 100 
Tulare 322 South G Sthreet 1916 175 
Yucaipa American Legion Hall 1922 70 
1926-1936 


- - Below are 1isted twenty-eigt churches in the decade of 1926-1936, for 


which a brief history was Secured, 


Name Location Year 
Established 
| Anaheim 1L08'E. Sycamore 1935 
| Arcadia 1st and Christina 1933 
| Arvin 1936 
Bakersfield Central, 630 California 1928 
Banning North 4th and George 193k 
Casitas Springs Near 0jai Road 1928 
Fresno Trinity and Eldorado 1935 
Clowhs ls . Highway Church 1936 
Glendale 225 S., Chevy Chase 1932 
Hawthorne 137 West El Segundo 1936 
Healdsburg 616 College Street 193h 
Hemet, | Inez and Acacia 1935 
Huntington Park 3034 East Gage 1929 
Long Beach North, 1128 Artesia 1932 
Los Angeles York Blvd. , 4909 York 1936 
Martinez Palm and Aluond 1935 
Marysville-Yuba City 1935 ; 
Norwalk 114403 Elaine Avenue 1927 : 


Richmond | 36 and McDonald 1934, 


221 California Street 1935 
al, 18th and G - 1936 
Cc Dr: 2 125 
326 West Sola 1935 
Cannel and Stanislaus 
Calvert and Tyrone 1935 160 
1316 Venice 1932 
1 Circle Drive 1927 28 
7Tth and Cypress 1932 
| There Seems to be a general. spread throughout the state of churches 
| planted in this decade. None of them have grom to be large but a number of 
them have becoue influential. 
: 1936-1946 | 
; It has been learned by questionnaires and interviews that one hundred 
and twenty new churches were established in the decade from 1936 through 
| 1946. Below is a chart of those reporting. 
| . | | Established Membership 
GE Alameda 2167 Santa Clara Avenue | 194.3 | 
I Albany 1231 Solano Avenue _ -1939 
| Antioch 16th and A Streets 1940 
| Elks Arlington Magnolia Avenue 
;  Armona 1932 
Artesia Woman's Club Bldg., 16th and 25 
| | Pioneer  - 
E 709 Skyline Boulevard 
| Commmity B 35 | 
| RT, Clark and Park Sureets 
| | 5643 Love Oak 
| 1943 
FIOS N. 2nd Avenue and Barnard 25 
| and B Streets 75 
7 | Woman's Club Building : | 
| Walnut Blvd, and Balfour Ro 1939 65 
= Bs | Commanwealth and Darlington 1943 
Sc TREE Burbank Blvd, 152 
3rd and Main | 1943 2 
| 818. Iatb 
| Rh and E Streets Y 75 


27-10 any 
Fi. RD 


*; 


=, aA Ag age * 1 YARNS: 4D Is "ve AB / Lacks Gy : 
ow Ain — = We Lan. tes - 


Chula Vista 
Clovis 
Colusa 
Compton 
Corcoran 
Corona 
Culver City 
Davis 

Delni 

Dixon 


' Dos Palos Wy! 


Downey 
El Monte 
Escondido 
kureka 
FowLer 
Freano 
Glenn | 
Groveland 
Grover City 
Hanford 


Hermosa bZeach 


Hollywood 
Hughson 


Huntington Beach 


Indio 
Inglewood 
Ivanhoe 
Keruan 
Kernsville 


- La Habra 


La Mesa 
Live Oak 
Ledi 

Long Beach 


Los Angeles : 


Napa - 


National City 


Needles 


North Sacramento 


5th and Elder Drive 
3rd and Baron 

318 Bridge Street 
1823 N. Santa Fe 
Woman's Club Bldg. 
1011 South Main 


Highway 99 


Highway 152 

þ $* M., Go A. 

336 South Hoyt 
Woman's Club Bldg. 
1300 California Street 
2ad and Merced 

Glenn School Bldg. 
Highway 120 


616 Malone 

Woman's Club bldg., 77 LITth St. 
600 N. Ros8more 

I. O. O. F. Bldg. 

1,18 10th Street 

L5 745 Deglet Noor 

Eucalyptus and Nectarine 


8th and D Streets 


112 N., Lemon Street 
8510 La Mesa 
Route #2 


East Long Beach, lOth and Termino 
West Long Beach, 1401 W. Spring 
East L. A., E. Olympic ,and $0, 1: 


McDonald 
South Park, 4361 McKinley 


Vermont Avenue, 7911 S., Vermont 


West L. A., 1731 Corinth 
110th and Wiluington 

601 Enchandia 

$950 Heliotrope 

lth and Harlow 

Woman's Club Building 
2504 Pine Street 
617 E. 8th Street 
Recreation Hall 
1415 Nagoles Street. 


Woman's Club Bldg., 3835 Watseka 


1943 
1938 


1944 


1942 
1934 


1933. 


1943 
1946 
1943 
19hh 
1943 
1943 
1938 
19kh 
1946 
1945 
1938 
1945 
1945 
1946 
1940 
1943 
1938 


1944 


1944, 
193 
1940 
19%1 
1940 
1943 
1942 
1940 
1944, 


1943 : 


1940 
1945 


1938 


1938 
1938 
1939 
1943 
1938 
1939 
1943 
1942 
1943 
19k1 
1939 
1942 
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228 N,. Third 
Central, 531 25th | 
| East, 3855 Whittle Avenue 
| El Roblar and Pueblo 


625 Bind Street 
I, 9, 6 F, Hall 


1721 Hornblend Avenue 
| Central and Dewey 
| 1468 Lincoln 
4OL EB. Washington 
| | 20th and Park Streets | 
5th and Los Palmos 
County Building | 
1120 Grange Avenue | 
| Church and High Streets 
| 901 Madison 
| Douglas -and Kenner 
| | Sacramento Dos Rios 
| San Diego Hillcrest, First and Thorn 
_ -* San Fernando 6th and Alexandria 
_ San Francisco Downtomn, 1349 Mission Street - 
Seventeenth Street, 3459 17th St. 
| San Jose 81 North 8th Street | 
+ _— ____——— San Ieandro -  Mearthur Blvd, and Lewis Street. 
| San luis Obispo 100 S. Rosa Street 
|. San Rafael 18 W. Crescent Drive 
| Santa Monica 417 California Avenue 
| | Sebastopol Seventh Day Adventist's Building 
| \ Selma 2nd and Young Streets 
| Sonora | 
: | South Gate 9707 California Avenue 
| Green and F Streets - 
| 1217 Cravens Avenue 
201 North First 
Youth Center, Merchant Street 
| 739 Virginia . 
E. 633 BE. Santa Clara | 
= | 1219 Noble Avenue 
; Woman's Club Bldg. 
WE 801 Main Street 
344 South Milton 
Woman's Club Bldg. 
| South Paln Street | 
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1947-1943 


1, 


During the last three years, thirty-four churches, 80 far as is known, 


were established, The writer found it difficult to secure membership 


figures on a number of these churches and a few others, 


Name 


Beaumont 
Bristol 
Boonville 


Crescent City 


Fairfield 
Fallsvale 
Fontana 
Fresno : 
Gilroy 
Grass Valley 
Gridley 
Jacumba 
Laton 
Livingston 
Midway City 
Mira Loma 
Oceans ide 
OLildale 
Ontario 
Paradise 
rort Hueneme 
Rio Vista 
rKosemead 
San Diego 


Sanger 
Dan Jacinto 
>an Pablo - 


Week | 
Westchester 


Location 
Highway 60 
Fifth and G Streets 


Marrell and Locust 
Lewis and Bond 

88 Eigleberry Street 
Woman's Club Bldg, 


Riverdale Highway 


2nd and D Streets 


Woman's Club Building 


County Auditorium 
Warren and Western 
San Antonio Avenue 
Neal Road 

Woman's Club Bldg. 
American Legion Hall 
624 Sereno 
Downtown, 4th and A 


 Lindca Vista 


T7Tth and P Streets 


Lo 0, 99 F, Hall 


Ruewill Road and 20th 
12060 Indio Street 


Borosolovy Hall 
Grange Hall 

Union Hall 

Woman's Club Building 


Summary 


Year 


Established 


1947 
1947 
1947 
1949 
1948 
1947 
1949 
1949 
1948 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1947 
1948 
1947 
1947 
1948 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1948 


1947 


1943 
1947 
1948 


1969 


1943 
1948 
1945 
1945 


Present 
Membership 


3h 


40 


In the foregoing charts 200 churches are listed as established from 1896 


to 1950, with the exception of Forestville, which was begun in 1873, In : 
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eigen be three lists of California churches which the writer has seen there are 66 


9 IF H 4 \ 
- 4, 5, he 
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other churches concerning which he has obtained no history, which would 


o : : 


NIE | _ make an approximate number of 266 churches of Christ in California. In an 


earlier part of the chapter Nelson Slater was quoted as giving 325. Accord- 
ing to the Religious Census, there were 23 churches in 1906, which would 
make 302 churches establizhed in 4 years, if the number reported by Mr. 
: Slater is accurate. There were 761 members in 1906 and in 1950 about, 
s 25,000, The preceding charts show twelve churches established from 1.396 
to 1906, 10 from 1906 to 1916, 24 from 1915 to 1926, 38 from 1926 to 1936, 
L120 from 1936 to 1946, and 34 from 1947 to 1949. These figures are very 


j conservative. In the 1930-46 decade by far the largest number of congre- 


gabions of any decade were established, which is accounted for by the 
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wy Strength and nisslonary vision of established churches and by iunigration 


Fn from those parts of the East where the churches of Christ are s8trong. This 


Beg | imaigration was due in large part to World War II. 


| | Program of the California Churches 


| _  Because of lack of s8pace the program of each congregation could not be 


presented in the history of the churches just given, The congregat ional 


programs are of the Same general pattern, with the larger churches having 


. 


larger programs. Most of the ciurches have elders who direct and oversee 


. 
mw . 


the congregation in its program and work, and deacons who serve under them, 


Ro _ Those who do not have elders have leaders. Practically all of the churches 
have a local minister. 5 


» s 
v. 


"I The Sunday morning gervices consist of a church school with classes for 


£3 bo | - 


' all ages followed by a church service of congregational jmmn_t singing ea 


- AEY *, 


> corporate prayer expressed by a leader; preaching; the 


er as the central act of worship; and a financial contribution. 


PEEL 


FI" AO ALY 6: Ela en 


- 


z 
% 
= 
> 
- 
- 
4 
= 
_ * - 
= 
* 
bd - 
- > ” 

» 

7” - 8 .» 

- 3 ” 

# 7 

. » s - 

ky i | .; v 

bo bs A Py 4 . _ 

"- p” % Wo * 

z. YT. 4 * l a k 2 a 

FT ©, *4 . to a5 z " C » 5 5 

JOY 1's 4 Y A y { F p = - 44 
. þ * mn pn get i = E, - (id 
OL -- _— * &S i 4g "IN. a #7 2 A. nd, | B39S, dw teat Pi 44 bd <4 OS CIS. 4 v 4 q © Xt ob s i - gia 
CR had v 


dF, 060 © Me: 
OY nr OG oa 
yo lh 


\/ 


Sunday evenings the young people usually have a meeting and other ags 
groups have Bible classes before church, The church service which follows 
consists of 8inging, praying and preaching, usually with more evangelistic 


emphasis than at the morning Service. There is a midweek Service normally 


on Wednesday evenings and often Bible classes other days during the week. 
Many of the California churches have had and do have local radio pro- 
grains, Sowue of these programs are cooperative, in that a number of congre=- 
gations contribute to the support of the program, which is under the Super- 
vision of the elderetds of the Sponsoring congregation. The largest radio 
prograil in the State was the cooperative "gack to the Bible" broadcast 
- Sponsored by the Glendale Church. The oldest, now under the direction of 
the Vermont avenue. Church in Los Angeles, 1s the cooperative Take Time 
| to be Holy" broadcast over KFVD. In 1%0 Ehiers was a daily broadcast from ___. _ 
the ainister's study of the Central Church in Los Angeles, which church 
continues a weekly radio program over KLAG 
benevolent work, home and foreign miss1lons, evangelistic meetings, 
and a personal work program constitute a definite part of the program of most 
of the churches, Some of the larger congregations spend thousands of dollars 
annually on VIM expressions of New Testament Christianity. Some of them, 
alone or with the cooperation of other congregations » Support full-time 


preachers in new fields in California or in foreign countries. A large 


number of the churches conduct Vacation Bible Schools, In 1935-36 a 
metropolitan Los Angeles cooperative tratuting School eter the direction 
of the Central Church was conducted with great sSuccess, Encampment,s under 
the sponsorship of some congregation are held each Summer in which there 
is -—oceing. teaching, and” fellowship, with a number of congregations 
and hundreds of Christians participating. The Church of Christ Children's 
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Home in Ontario operates under the gupervision of the elders of the Pomona 


_ 


Church, who, with other men, are directors. Since 1930 the home has been in- 


corporated by the State. The home receives its Support from many of the > 
California churches and from individual members of churches. 
P | George Pepperdine College 
Although a private institution and not organically connected with the 
| ; | churches. of Christ, George Pepperdine College has influenced their cause in 
California to such an extent that some facts concernin it should be given : 
; here. Mr. George Pepperdine, from an investment-of $5.00 as a poor boy, made 
| a fortune. He cane to believe that he could use his wealth best by establishing 
| a private s8enior liberal arts college where young people could receive the 
| I 4 OO | | proper education. In 1937 a Board of Trustees was s8elected and thirty-four 
CORts acres of land were purchaged between Vermont, and Normandie venues and = - | 
| Seventy-eight)\ and Seventy-ninth Streets in Los Angeles for the campus of 
George Pepperdine College, On this property fourteen major college buildings 
| have been erected. Ninety-eight G. I. housing apartments have been built | 
on the Normandie 8ide of the campus. In 1949 » the total financial as8ets 
of the college were $2,787,703.29. Since 1937, the first year of the opera- 
; | | tion, the college has been fully accredited by the Northwest As80ciation of : 
1 F * ; TD Colleges. In the fall semester of 1949 there were 70 full time and 30 part ; 
5 tle faculty members and 1580 students. The college confers the B. A., 
| i | Y B. Se, and M., A, degrees, Batsell Baxter was the first president and hugh | 
2 fo | TD M. Tiner, the first dean. The latter is now president and Earl V. Pullias 
2 I; obo doen. George Pepperdine College has positively contributed to the causzs 
7 FO of the churches of Christ in California by bringing to its campus Christian FH 
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teachers and advanced ministerial students who serve neighboring churches as 
preachers; by Christian students, especially ministers, receiving training 
for Christian 8ervice; by the teaching done in the Department of Religion and 


other departments, and through wide commnity service. 


he California Churches Look Forward 

Much has happened in the history of the churches of Christ in California 
Since Thomas Thomwpson established the first church at Stockton one hundred 
years ago. There were the hard, pioneer years when growth was Slow and then 
the decades of substantial and rapid growth. Next came the unfortunate 
divisions about the beginning of the twentieth century. Following this, 
there was a period of slow growth, but by 1915 churches had increaged con- 
siderably in number and as the decades have passed the growth has been 
: pats greater, The growth PRA "_ henam—nn} the last ten es, 
| With a more capable leadership, a better trained and cerned ministry, 


a wore devoted membership, and an enlarged vision : the future of the churches 


of Christ in California prouises to be good. 
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OO onreiy CHURCH OF GOD 
— £ ns Jess E., Holmes CE 
Wn The ideals, methods, doctrines and general principles of 
ns the United Church of God took on their present shape and form 
LL > Wn 1935. We may briefly state gsome of the leading characteristics 
of this group as follows: 
EE Sem zation- F 
To true church of God has never been nor can it be hum- 
—R2  anily organized, It is not necessary, as Jesus declared he 
would "build" (organize) his church. He aid 80, knowing how, 
I and gave it the power, authority and all necessary parts to 
Ee -SUCCess; | -on—it.s-work-to- the end of time, Any human | 
2 attempt would be superflous. -_ ES EO Bi 
| na | 
: -— Covernnent=  _ . . - 1 
WO wy A Congregational Torm in which each con-zregation governs : 
rt orng marks the United Church of God. The officers are: | 
2 Ee on ers, those who preach the Word; dackare , Who teach; Deacons | 
| (9) look after the financial interests of the church Bvangelists | 
ssionaries, who take the Gospel mesSSAres to other parts | 
: doctrines are those plainly set forth in the New Test- | 
: NN RE. | mn 
commonly accepted by Christians, Emphasis is given : 
ship of God, Salvation of the world, the filling 1 
c with His Spirit, Healing of the physical body, 
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and the unifying of all God's people into one body, 3 ; 
tntrance- | | 
We believe there is but one way to enter the church, : 
the Spiritual body of *'God, and that is by birth. One must be ; 
born into it and cannot Join it; nor can any preacher take you | 
in, Neither can any preacher put you out. Jesus is the door, 
and one must enter in by the door. There is no human door. 
Every one who repents of sins, and accepts God's atonement for | 
8ins is horn again and they are taken in, as it were, the ehurch | 3 
3 1.3 
£7 and made a member of it, Then and there their name 1s written 3 


in the church book "The Lamb's book of life". ; | 


| _—_ Perpetuity- © - | 
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The church of God shall continue to the end of the design 
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Fog” 


of God's plan, till the human race Shall receive it. Nothing 


Shall prevent its activity because God is with it and in it and = 


00s oe 
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it must prevail, _* | | = 

| : Divine and Himan Element, - | | y þ 

| The spiritual or. divine elements:are those whose spirits - | 

| have been born again, The human element is the congregation of : : be 

| | people gathered for the purpose of 8tudy of the Word, increas-  - | = 

| TE Dr ing of erace in the believer, salvation of the un-saved, and : wy 

the worehip of God. © © Ho ; 4 

| Head Cuarters- | - ; : EN NE } : 
'8 TIE. The Headquarters of the church is in Los Angeles, California, ; 
I] | at 1012 Beacon Ave, The principal Elder or general Overseer or. > 


- Sz g 


.. Minister of the church is Rev. Jess E, Holmes, D.D.,at 1012 © 


Beacen Ave. Los Angeles, California. I I oro agg 
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pean Continent. Yet, there were small groups of 
I Bngland which desired greater reform than that whicn 
ken in the Chureh of England, ey wanted to recover New 
: =} Ig : stanent Christianity, During the last half of the sixteenth 
2 Ee century Several of these groups broke from the established church, 
OS organizing independent ehyrehes. They felt that the local church + | 
 . how be autononous, and they res nted the idea of any outs1ide : | 
| eccleslastical authority, They were planting seeds for a democratic ; 
s £5 45 ehureh: governnent by consent, local autonomy, and the separation | 
of church and 5tate. They becane knam as Independents or | 
: es Separatists, From these groups cane the movenaent Known 8s 
A. ; .The Separatists were Severily persecuted in England, $0 why -- - wi 
| } SEL _ wany of them fled for refuge to Holland. One Such group was the 
F SE7S Separatist congregation at Serooby in Iineolnshire with John 
| 2) binson as the pastor. These people arrived in Leyden in 1609,- 
Te "IN Though they found peace, many aid not intend to live there 


A muber of Robinson's congregation left for the. new 


; on the Mnyiowr, founding the first Congregational Churenh 
: in 1 ican 80il at Plymouth in 1620, Robinson did not come with 
Es 5 the PIlL 11s , "but they regarded hin as their pastor until he died 
= - : I in 1626, William Brewster , the ruling elder, was the leader of | 
+ th. Chureh. Po | 
Pilgrins came to Aneriens But the largest group of lm. 
cone to New England Were the Puritans who nade their first 
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26ttlomant in Salem, in 1629, They were not Separatists, as they 
believed in the state church in England, but they sought for a os 
thoroughgoing reformation, In the new country, remote From 
effective episcopal control, they began to join with the Pilgrims in 
the idea of 1oeal autonomy. The P3.1grims and the Puritans united to 
form the Congregational Way in Amerlea, There were Years of 
strugzle and experiuentation with the Congregational Churches 
dgominating the religious life of New Englands 

Congregationalisgm believes thet a company of Christian 
b | people, With Christ in the mnidst, may form a complete Churenh of 


; | Christ, There 1s no need for external control or authority of any. 
kind, Each congregation is independent, It is truly a democratic 
ehurch, Congregcationalism also believes in the Tellowship of the 
churenes, They work together to carry - out -eommon--DurPos88;; Common - 
interests, and common Programs, They co-operate with one another 
througn As880ciations, State Conferences, the General Council, and 
denoninational agencies. | 
BEGINNINGS IN CALIFORNIA 

The first Protestant 118 840nary to enter the Golden Gate was 
Jonathan Green, a Congregs tional ministere. He was under comissilon © 
of the ——— Board of Comnissloners for Foreign Mis s10ns , the 
foreign mnissLonary agency of the Congregational Churches and the first 
SUCh board organized in this country, Green Spent a few davs an the 
ports of lonterey and San Franciseo in 1829, He traveled as rar 
north as Alaska. But he reported to the. aneriean Board that 


California, which was then & Mexican posse88ion, Was $80 thoroughly | 


_ Catholic that it would not be wise to begin any Protestant work at 


that timss 
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ngregational mwinister to coue to California was 
whose name is well known in California history. He was 


on the United States naval vessel, The Tess, and 


ge 7 lore Stockton releaged hin from his duties as Chaplain in 
| TM | come alcalde for lpnterey and adjacent territory. 
; : - For three years Colton moPked to lay foundations for the bullding of 
FH. __ the state., cans editor of the first newspsper published in the 
| | newly acquired rritory, and he helped to lay the foundations for 
: 0 2 first school houses in California, However, it was Thomas 
| Douglas, a 1ieensed Congregational minister, who opened the first 


School in 1648 in a building in Sen Francisco which was used for 
"SENS nBAny PUPPOSES. Colton, always interested in religion, wrote in his 


_ alary on November 8, 18463 ®There is not except nyself a Protestant 
"oP OS = H __ elergyman in California. Ir the tide of imaigration continues, there 
mill be thousands here without & spiritunl teacher, Yes, tle mt = 
| | elapse before any can be ad/For the 3A cred oftice, The Supply 
_ | mast econue from abroad, The Anerican churehes maist wake up to their 
| auty on this subjeet. These enigrants are their children and they 
” £ Should extend to then their most jealous cares,” 
2 b. ..___ As $800n as the lexican Wer was over and California passed into 
2 | 7 24 po8s8e8s 10n of the United States with the signing of the Treaty of 
Gy wy o in 1848, the anerican Home I8.s8s8ionary Society gent 
Ee m? 1onaries to California. This z0ciety was the home nissionary agency 
$ \ _ the Congregationalists and the New Sehool Presbyterians, 80 | 
Ss 5 7 of the early misslonaries in Californis represented both 
"2 p : | ons and the men transferred from one denomination to + 
Z X other ithout any difficulty, The union work was disso0Llved in 1861 by 
"an (et of ral assenbly, and in 1893 the name of the organization 
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was changed to Congregational Home Missilonary Society. | 
ORGANIZED CONGREGATIONALISM j 

Tinothy Dwight Hunt, wnder commigsion by the American Boerd , 

had gone to the Hawaiian Islands in 1844, In Honolulu he organized the 
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Flrst Foriegh Chureh, now the Central Union. Congregational Churen 
in the early part of 1848, When news reached Honoluln of the 
discovery of gold in Calitrornias and the need of religious Se7rVl ces 
in San Francisco, Hunt left the islands for Clifornia, In 
November , 1848 , he becane G6Ilty Chaplain of San Francisco, holding 
the first regular Protestant religious s8ervices in that city in a- 
1ittle schoolhouse for several months, Since denominational 
Services were being egtablished, Hunt gave up his eity ehaplainey 
and organized the Flrst Congregational Chureh of San Francisco, 
Tuly 29, 1849, 

” The ſirst men to be commssioned by the Anerican Home 
Missionary Society to do work in Californi were Samael Hopkins. Willey 
and John W., Douglass They left the east coast in 1848 before the 
discovery of gold had reaQched them. They learned of the news on 
the waye They arrived in lonterey on the 23rd of February, 1649, On 
the 26th, Willey preached on the subJject, "The Gospel and the 
Gospel Only 41s Our Brrand in California,” That night he wrote in his 
journal, *Men $seen to ſorget their Souls in their interest for golds 
What wySterious providence is working out here God only KnOWS « « «God 
help me to Pemenber 'In all thy ways acknowledge the Lord and Hs Shall . 


direct unf paths, 


And WL1LLey 00m. thed to his task,sgerved the cause of 


) 
Chris tianity and education in Cs lifornia for sixty-five years, He 
was born and - bred a. Congregationalists, though he was ordained a oY 4 
Presbyterian and was a member of that body during his first 20 years . |\ © 
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the remaining forty-five vers he was again 
Besides his work in education, Willey founded 
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8byterian Church in San Francisco, and was pastor of 
ngregational Churches in Santa Cruz and Benicia, At the 


th anniversary of the Miversity of California, President 
| Wheeler conferred a doctor's degree on Willey, saying of him: 
: ORE Fn »founder , prophet, Seer, beholder, the forenost benefactor of 


"Y EO California, first eitizen of the state,” 
>, It needs to be 8a1id that John Douglas wa. Þ Presbyterian, but 


FE - { : : becauss of the close working relationships between his denomination 


: $27 T and the Congregationalists in the early days, Douglas did much to 
EW; help early Congregationalisn in California, He organized a 


DE Rs Presbyterian Chureh in San Jose, largely Congregational in its 


* - 


0 _ _menbershi z 50 that it did not wnite with a presbytery tor near ly 
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2 FER twenty years. As ons of the founders of The Pacific, he contributed 


TE. much to early Congre 


mf > 


OR ONES OY Joseph A, Benton came to California in 1849, He organized on 
5. By 


8&e\ tionalisme 


FEST 


NE the 16th of Septenber , 1849, The First Church of Christ of 


. \ by - 


© Sacramento®==now the Pioneer lMemorial Church, He 1s given credit for 


TG preaching the first Thanksgiving s8ermon in the new state, the s8ubject 
being, *California as She Was, as She 1s, and as She 1s to Be," | 


p ph : < 


was thought to be a dreamer when he spoke in this sermon of California 


— — —_-- In the future as being one of the great eenters of civilization, 
TC , _ nt. p - in this church that the political convention met to choose 


Benton eontributed mach to Congregationalism as a 
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Pacifie, and as the first professor of the Pacific Schoo 
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(6) 
In the first few years in California the Congregational 
ninisters were as80ciate menbers of the PregÞbytery of San Franciseo 
which was established by act of the New School General Assembly in 


lay, 1849, In Way, 1852, a Congregational Ass0ciation was organized 


) 
| | with five nenbers: Joseph A Benton, John E., Benton, Janes He. 


OO UT IEF Tprmag——e 199m 2 


Warren, Timothy D, Hunt, and Tyler Thatcher, Warren had come to 
California in 1851 as guperintendent of the Congregational Churches 
ror the Home 4lsslonary S0cietye. Barly in 18599 five other men 
Joined the Ass8o0clation, the pronuinent ones were: S., V. Rlakeslee » Wo 


CG. Pond, and Henry Durant. At this time there were approximately 


Ti TORR ro ns + 


eilghty-Tilve Protes tant Gnhuren organ? \zations in the state, eight of 


powy © 
_— th 


{4 them being Congregationals _ 
At the end of the first decade of organized Congregs tionalism 
AN. in the new state, Iifteen ehurches were organized, twelve of 
which entered upon the second decade. Seven of thoe have contimied 
to the present tin: First Chwreh, gan Franciseo; Pioneer llemorial, 
Sacramento and those of Grass Valley, Petaluma, Santa Crus, 
Oroville, and Eweka, The records of 1867 show that there were 
Torty Congregational Churches, though the total nenbership Was 
only 1,916, Bat Congregationalisn had laid g80lid foundations in 
the first twenty years of its life in California. 
A RELEGIOUS WEWSPAPER | F 
One of the wmporinnt contributions of Congregationalism to 
california was the establishment of a religious newspaper. It was * 
first discussed in the later part of 1849 by Willey, Benton, and 
 Blakeslee at a meeting in Se CrEnentog FShough definite steps toward 
this enterprise were not taken Wy 1851, It was the first of 
August, 1851, that the first 1888 appeared , named The Pacitice 
It was the hn pub1ieston of its King in the "RI ang continues  olay | 
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'now it continues as a chureh news bulletin of 


ngregational. Conferences. If first began as | 


; 
: x ps. 


po ation of the Congregationalilsts and New School | 
Een _ Presbyterians, and the partnership continued to 1865, when the 
. Congregationalists took fall control, 
2 there were four editors in the beginning: 
| As Benton, Timothy Hunt, and J., W., Douglas. 8) announce 
'Y WLLIL not egzentially differ from many religious weeklies 
Wy | eh the menbers of owr churches have been accustomed., It will 
| contain a Summary of the news of each week, and gone S@lections of a 
miscellaneous kind, The articles will be nostly of a religious and 
Tha ctical 80Pt--with a view to Torm the mind and regulate the conducts 
je It will adgocate all that is holy, Lovely, exeellent, and of good 
| ___ report, It will be neutral in nothingee«oNo topic that a gerions minded 
SYS Ds, man ought to consider Will ds beyond 3ts _—— | The firs, thirty Poon 
: EE. Y ears of its life, the leading editorials were usally written by 
= Je | | Jogepnh As Bentones During the eighties and nineties, they were 
El. 7 | written by George lMooar, the first pastor of the First Congregational 
A : | Church of Oakland, and later a professor at the Pacific School of 
8 RY | | 
Tn 7 Though the paper was established when there were only a few 
| _ : _ehuwweh nenbers--not more than 250 in the Presbyterian and Congre=- 
EE” | tional Churches combined --it had a wide read ing. t was dis- 
LY ; LDU in the ninning camps and miny of the northern 8ettlenentss. 
| Warren Ferrier, who as editor of the paper from 1897 to 1920 
; knom for his work in California church and educational history, 
te of the paper as a 8trong influence in mould ing the life 
ca . One 4nstance he often $014 was that of The_ 
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Paeiiie discovering the plot in 1851 to divide California and gecure 


| . The, adnission by Congress of the g0uthern part; 88 a 8.lave s8state, The 
plot was denounced by. the paper with other newspapers following, $80 
that a proposed gonvention for the purpose of dividing the s tate was 
unable to meet, | 

iIh—n8ets 0 be —3—0 —zh [ complete file of We Pacific 1s 
in the 1ibrary of the Pacific School of Religion, and is one of the 


own AMuLat 


best gources for Cilifornia Chureh {is tory Thg-—pap2>-al3ocugiuregmpmacy 


| ORGANIZATION OF A COLLEGE 


The Congregationalists and New School Presbyterians began early 
to ts 1k of the cect IÞ# neens by which an institution of higher 
learning could be eStablisheds They did not think in terms of a 
denominationally controlled school, and the gehool which was finally 
organized was not founded by any ons "(enoninations However, SRI WS2, 
Congregationalists were among the initiators of the movenent, 
Surplying mach of the leedershlp and moneye, The Tirst organized 
movenent for a eollege in California is 8aid to have been 
initiated on the 22nd of October, 1849, in the tent of Joseph A. 
Benton on the banks of the Sacramento River, Besides Benton There were 
two other men present: S., M, Villey and'S, V., Blakeslee, These men 
g00n enlisted the gupport of gome of the lead ing citizens of San 
Franciseo and other tomns. After mich discussion and gevera\l delays a 
sehool was opened on the 20th of June 1895, by Henry Dwrant, a. 
Congregational minister though & menber of a New School Presbyterian 
Chureh, with three pulpils in Oakland, It ws called "Contra Cos ta 
Acadeny® and sometines "The Scientific and Classesl School at | 
Contra Costa," 
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s sehool was chartered as the College of California. 


oo 


becane the inceptive part of the | 
the valuable property of the college in Oakland a 


LO | : ; : - P76 s1dent of the university. The three men who followed him as 
; Et: i | | 'presidents were als Congregationalists., It need® to be repeated that 
; 5 Dn college was undenonina tions? Shough Congregationalists do clain they 
: JS had a large part in its founding and in the development of the 
: LG w University. William We. Ferrier, one of the best authorities on the 
Tr history of the College and of the University writes of the College: | 
"Child of the Church as it was, although never eccleslastically 
eontrolled, the College of California drew its gupport mainly from the 
FE | ehurches . Donors to it through the years mutbered 139, Of this mmber 
- £ [IS $57 were Congregationalists; 54 Presbyterians, mostly New School; 20 
ME I WIE; 34 mare Bptocopalians; 4 were nptintass , 
Ce | PACIFIC SCHOOL OF. RELIGION 
BE ee re  ofoo er lor oo of wo fe ton lo ou 0 0 re Wn 
8 | The idea of founding a theologiea l zaninary in California 
i ” 2 cc W in 1858 with the Congregationalistss. ev felt the need for 
15 new ministers, ministers trained on the Pacific Coast, They | 
1 | have the financial PO80UPEES for a school, though they began 
_— ts | to lay foundations for ones At; the annual As0ciation meeting of 1864 , 
: Y C, Pond, chairman of the Comnittee on Education, gaid in his | 
—— : report, "The time is coning, and now 18, when a theological caninity | 
ED © | 8} | be & matter of definite considere tion with reference to 
: | Rs pract eal action. We cannot but anticipate a time when the ministry | 
ae $ & mast be raised up upon this Coast; and we Should be 1. 
; to meet its demand upon us nowe® A committee was appointed 
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to consider this matter, « [comnttt00 which went to work, endeavoring 
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to enlist the Support of the other denominations. None other a eaired 
to cooperate, $80 at the General A880ciation meeting in 1866 action was 
| taken for the organization of a seminarye | 
CG 1ifornia!s first theological. seninary began in San Franciseo 

in August, 19,1869 with one profess0r 2nd four students, The | 

proſess0r was Joseph As Benton, the organizer and pastor of the 

Sacramento Church, His title was--Proſessor of Biblical Literatures - 
In the fall of 1870 George Nooar, then pastor of the First Congregational 
Church of Vakland, became the second profess0r, The seminary moved 

to Vakland in 1871 were it renwained for 50 years, The nane was 

changed in 1872 to the "Pacific Theological Seminary,” the original 

title having been ®The Congregational Theolgdileal PEmLNAry or 

California s” Later The name was enanged to®Paciſric School OZ Rellglon,® 
From Oakland the eninary moved to Berkeley in 2901. The present 

location 1s on a HIll over=1l6oking San Franeiseo Bay and a block north 

of the University of Ge lifornias The £irst building there was erected 

in 1926.c 


hw 


{A In this brief Sketch only a few of the important names in the 
Sohool's history can be nentioned, In the early days there were nen. 
like W, GC. Pond, Lo. Be Dwinell, and-A., Le Stone who served on the 
Board OZ Trustees, opening mach tine in rails ing money and creating good. 
WLL1 for the s8school, John Knox Mclean, pas tor of the First 
Congregational Chureh of Oakland, became president of the Seminary in 
1894, TIt was under his able leadership that the school developed 
into a strong and influencial senminary . Other PPes idents have 

been: Charles 8, lash, Herman F, Swartz, Aruthur C. MeGiffert Jr, 


and the present pres 1dent, Ronald Bridges. Some of the outstanding __ 
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mach to theological thinking on the 
Frank H., Foster, John Wright Buckham, Ches ter 
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There were Several 
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mbered in an endowned annual leetuweship founded in 


y . 


Pacific School of Religion, founded by the Congregationallsts 


- = -” 'most of the g8upport coming from then, is now an inter= _ '8 
— Oy |  geno national gehool, It stands today as one of the leading 
b ? k theological Seninaries in the United States. Much credit for the 
; | Sehool beGhongs to the vision, courage, and faith of the early 
O | Congregationalists in California s, | 
a | SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
z L ©. Southem California for & munber of Years after the Anerican 
s 2 - - Scaupation me inhabited largely by people of Nexican background s *—TH8-;--5--- 
; oF ALI | few churches, struggling to maintain their existence, were Rowan 
Z ben "Catholics. During the fifities and early sixties, Several denowinations . 
A We _ _began-work in the South, pPincipally in Los Angelels; but their labors 
: £ BE es ata not 1issue in any continuing ehurch, Je. He. Verren, the | 
: - * - $1 erintendent of the California As80ciation of Congregational 
2 = Churches , visited the south in 1865 to Burvey the field, look 
EI x4 to the establishnent of a church. In Ios Angeles he found no 
__ T testant minister, no Pegular SerVices, and no Sunday School, 
en t it safe to &y that there ms no Protestant g8ervice 


of Monterey. An Episcopaslian laywu@n inforued hin that the 
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8 — 
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was not wanted in los Angeles fwpm any denouination, and 
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a minister to that eity would be to gend hiu to be 
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permiss i a to uge the court house, but gonetines on Sunday mornings he 


Fact that he had been a Soldier in the n40n Army and certain: Lormar | 


(12) 

One other eity Varren visited was San Zernerdind. 
met WM, H, Crefts, a Congregs tlonalls tf from New Hampshire and IY 
leader of a 8mall Wmion Sunday School, Crafts induced him to Send 
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Congregational ninister to this tom, On July 11, 1866, & minis ter 
from Northern California, J. As JohnsZon arrived, preaching to & small 
congregation, Johnsan stayved only a Short tius, but on February b thy 4 
1867,and without a pastor, the Tirst Congregational Churenh in $5 Southern 
California wes organized with ten charter members as the *First 
Congregs tLonal Church of Sn Bernardinos® The chweh had its full 
Share of struggles, discouragements, and dreery experiences, but 
it endured, In 1875 Janes T, Ford was called as its mninister, Cinding: 
the congregation meeting in a hall used for traveling theatricalss, 

So poorly cons tructed was the building and $80 afraid were the nTeople 


of its falling, that a large sign above the stage read, *Please 


applaud with the hands only.®* Under Ford's leadership the ehweh CT 0 


prospered, and a building was erected, being dedicated on ly 


To, 1876s 
in 1865 | 
Looking back on EST to Tos Angeleg and the DOGLUNAng or 


the ehuwren there, Warren wrotes YI confess it looked aark--dark as 


Egypth But after taking in the Situation of the abandoned or crapuis: 

if not lost, country, the Anerican Home Mssionary Society sent its 
wissionary with instructionss '!Say not a word about 8upport to 

anybody, but preach; throw up breastworks , +.nNd put 81ege guns in | 
position and stay by themes !® That man was Alexander Parker. Hs 3 
preached his first sermon in los Angeles on July 7, 1866, He had | 


had to go from one house to NO Ther Jooking Zor a Key tO Open the door ; : 
and he was. not always Successful, This annoyance Was 8btributed to the 
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1 of the court house, Then, there were _ 


& on the gecond floor, and it was difficult to 
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os due to the nolee. But Paker carried out his instruetions 
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home of Mrs. Amanda Scott to form a Congregational Chwech, There | 


X 


works July 21, 1867, & 8mall group met at the 


were six charter nembers, two of whon were Parker and -his wife. Soon 


A & Small vuliding , Seating about 200, and located on New High Street, 
: Es ( th of Temple, was erected, Though there were many Struggles, the 
OS | : - ehurenh greW, and it $oday the largest Congregational Church in the | 
© Vnited States, with 4,178 menbers. = 
: CPI _ Another Congregational Church mas orgsnized in Southern | 
"op - Ls Celifornia in 1867, Tt was in Santa Barbara on September &, Johnson , | 
K. NE” PO be had begun the ehurch at San Bernardino, went to Santa Barbara to 
by EE 5ixteen charter nenbers and -that *Toars of joy and gratitude were often: / 
: "DO visible on the faces of old residents, who had waited 80 long for the 
7 £ Gospel S0UNd » Some who entered into covenant had passed five, ten, 
| : and fifteen Vears without hearing more than one or two Protestant 
ns in this place till Ib, Johnson Calne ,» Within three years 8 
was erected, S8a1ld LO be one of the £irst American public 
s of the eity., In the seventies the Sante Barbara Church 
| 8trongest Congregational Chureh in Southern Ce 1ifornia , b 
* ha first Congregational Church in the gouth to have over 
"Pl a __ | 
© of the other early Congregational Churches in the south were 
z Ventura, : verside, and National City, Then in 1887 this section of 
Dy © its first reel estate boom, With a great | | 
Roe rena ins of the century (0) 14 Spanish-lMexican 
+ The southern part. of the state then 
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became a real part of the United States. A large munber of the 
newcomers eane from New England, _ 8ettling in the San Gabriel 

valley, It was fittlingly called the®New England Þnsy 
the founding of a large munber of Congregational Churches, and Some of 


This meant. 


them are today among the strong churches of this denominatlon in 
Southern California, The eighties began with six Congregational | 
Churches with a total membersnin of 561 and ended with Difty churches 
having a total nembership of 3,430, Besides these ehwrehes there were 


many Sunday Schools and preaching centers, . Sone churches begun 


SET RT TE, SOS 4 2 


in boom towns were dissolved when the boon collapsed end the commmities 
Were NO more , but in the |8ettled commmities the enwenes rec mined and 
| Z3rewW WLEh the tOWNSe 

Up until 1887 the churches in Southern Cilifornia formed a 
district ass0ciation of the General Association of the state., The 


offices SZ/x/# for the organization were in Sen Franciseo, Becauss 


/ . of the distance, the churches in the south felt that this handicapped 

them, In 1888S the firs: step towards independency mas taken when the 

Home ki$ssionary Society appointed a genera] missilonary Tor Southern 

Clifornia under 8upervision of J. H. yierren, Superintendent for the 

State, The man chosen for this position was James T, Ford, the 

capable minister of the church in 83an Bernardino, Ford gerved in 

this capacity until the Generel AsSoclation of POUThern C.lifornia 

[_ mas formed in 1887; then he continued as Superintendent of the new 

| Organization until he resigned in 1899, The Aass0ciation became 361f- 
Supporting in 1906, From the beginning until s8elf-support wes reached, | 
the Howe MissLonary Society contributed $265,000, to Southern 

| California Congregationalisms | 

FE: The Southern California, Ag8g0ciation was formed an Los Angeles _ | ] 
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riet asg0ciations. One ws the Los © 


on of the churches in Santa Barbara, Orange 
'S Angeles counties, The other was the San Bernardino 
Nn, econsisting of the ehwches in San Diego, Riverside and 


ino comties. Iater the churches in Kern country orned 
FW > Kern As80ciation, and the churches in San Diegof eounty, the San 


POMONA COLLEGE 
Ee © The birth of Ponons College was on ly 5, 1887, in the first 


; General As80ciation meeting held in Tos Angeles. The committee on 
2 FE education in its report recomended that the Association take steps. to 
7 _ establish a college of thenllgy England types” TIt was :F$3X8277/ "Voted 
p MO :  _Th=t the committee on Education have full power to act in regara to 
= 7 0 ET: . prop 81tions looking toward the establismment of-a Christlan College in 
s 7 _ Rs Southern California, and BI ee, 2 he atamant.of Trustees;. | 
: Js | the comnitiee to be required to take final action within thirty 
5 OD ——_____ daygS,* That was & 8weeping and authoritative motion Tor the first 
Ty res meeting of the As8s0ciation, There was much optinisn, as the real 
: estat boom was in its PER however, the churches always E 
ered the college as a child of the churches and not a child 
"The college opened on September 12, 1888 in the ayer cottage 
corner of Fifth and White Streets in Pomona, Thirty .students 
ed, the number begin increas sed to 99 by the end of the ye=-r,. 
ber ineluded the few stulents who had been enrolled in the 
wy 1 begun in Pilgrim Chapel of the Pomona Chureh in the 
under the leadership of F, P. Brackett. After the 
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Ty 8ehool continued in close relationship 
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Ayer cottage, then, the college had its beginning. The parlor was aged _ 
as an assenbly room and the kitchen with its stove and sink was the 


laboratory for scientific studye Though not a uodern educational 


? Structure this temporary building Served its PMUrPPOS8s 


In the Christnas holidays of 1888 the school movedrrom the 
Ayer cottage to the hotel bullding in Claremont, This location was 
considered tenporary, though within a Short time it becine apparent 
that Clarenont would be the permanent hoie of the college, From 
Small beginnings the college =s grow until it now ranks among the 
Leading scnoo.s of higher education in the nation. ©: 

Though the college ws never under any ecclesiastical contet; 

- It was in its early days the special care of the churches, Herdiy a 
meeting of-two or nore churches could be held without gone mention 
of the college, The Pomona Church held a dominant place in the life 
of the 8chool, as Brackett 38S, YOup of her womb the college was born, © - 
1n her lap it was nurtured, a ner -uardian and pos88es88ive arns Were ry 
always aboit ite. The Church and the religious atmwosphere swroumded the 
college and pervaded all its early liſes®* But the other ehwehes did | 
their fair share of heljoo. In the years of greatest Struggles bh 
offerings at district asg0ciations and in the chwehes were taken | 
ror the college, In the articles of Incorporation it was Stated that 
a majority of the Board of Trustees Should elwys be menbers of 


Congregational-Churches, but this was deleted in 18398, Pomona 
College has always been a Christilan school but not a Sectarian ONE s 


As its s8ealgwhich was adopted in 1891, Says, *Pomona College--Our | | 4 
Tribute &o Christian Civilizations® 
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the beginning to the regent, have felt a deep need 
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a 8trong 1iberal church 1ife- in the state, This was 
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rown when he was minister of the E 


| Oakland Chureh. In 1901 at the seventy-?ifth anniversary excercies 


. 


of the Home Missionary Society held in Boston he spoke on *The 
tional Chureh Suited to the West.s" nentioned four needs Tor  ! 
felt from the founding | 


o 
— 


of Congregationalism until today, First, was the need for well built 


men for the ninistry. He resented the sending of men to” the mild | 


« 


climate in the west for health reasons and asked for the ablest nen 


. 


to come. In his sinple and forceful wnner, he aids *One lung 1s 


- b nd 
. _ ” » 


> not enough for a western mini.ster--two- at the very least are denandeds 


Other preachers cone with tuberculosis of the brain and heert, which is 


<4 


StLLL more fatal to $gefulness es Hen who lack sufficient braihs 


piety to get on in the East will not serve our needs,” Second, 


was the need for nore denominational efficiency. Struggling churcnes 


'a closer knit organization than the other churches in the east, 


th E - - « = 


» mas the need for gone prectieal federation of the evangelical 


tions, Brown made the comment: The people do not cre half as 
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'as the preachers think they do about !ſhistorie order® or 


4). 


tollc Suecession,! whether 1t 1s gupPPoSed to head up in Kome, 


Ft Palace, or in Epworth or Frinceton or Plymouth Rock, 


= . I's . 


that preaches the best gospel and' lives the-best life 1s 


ch wherever the gun shines,* Fourth, was the need to 
ential opportunity on the Pacific Coast, From the 
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eivilization to Asia., The churches have 
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881d Brom, "asia face to face, _ its life mast be PERABEROS by 
g08Spel influences .* Seeing these four needs and attempting +0 meet. 


-1896 uti. 1t was nok longer nee@n 19.L6«. 


. *Ios Angeles" Nost Ugeful Citizen,® For one yeer he wrote 8 Weekly 4 


_ 20d : 
the duty to make that eivilization Christian. We are meeting ," 
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then Congregationalists have believed and -8till believe they have 


« «OA; 222 Fc oder k K 


a Special mission in G:lIifornias 
BETHLEHEM INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH 
Special wention is made of the Bethlehen Chureh in Los 

Farr Py because of its unique program, This enuwenh gerved as & means 
of express8ing the social impulse which was Strong at the beginning of 
the century in Southern California Congregationalism., The echwreh was 
located on Allgo and Vienes Streets in one of the roughest districtFs 
in Ios Angeles, Bethlehem, wider the leadership of its minister, 


Dana Bartleds, Ceveloped into abe oZ the most important institutional 


churches 3in the entire nation. Bartlett Served the chureh TIrom 


- + 


Daring this tilue Bartlett was recoznized as one of the 
DPOminent eitilzens of the CLIEY . wy was active in every good 
enterprise in the ccumnt tr. He ws a nenber of the honsing cormission 
and the city planning comuigsilon. He worked heroically for 
Libraries, hapor and yower L1proVenents , a mieswn, and all that would 
make Los Angeles &a more beautiful and better city. Becausse of his 
Sympathies with the labor and socialist movements , he had sone 


enemies , but his Christian spirit won many who disagreed with himns 
In an 18SuU8 of the Los Ang eles Evening Express, Novenber 21, 1908, his. 
pleture appeared on the front page with these words wlernes the 


eolum in this PRpRe entitled, "The Better Ie” 
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.and the poor elenent of the elty 
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Re Bethlehem expanded; so that by 1908 work was carried on in four 


. 


loeations. There were hotels, b» th houses, schools, and 
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ces in geveral languages. There ws a staff of fifteen 
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time workers and dozens of volunteer helpers. On the staff were | 


4 _ ; 


07 COOLING? 


=_ 


four ordained wonen who in deaconess!' wniforns called in the howies. | 
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a publie bath house and plunge was built, the first public | 


+ 4 


pw ITE» 


use in the city, It was opened to mnenbers of all races, The 


+4 , - 
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p . | . 


 first hotel built was adjacent to the chweh property, Tt contained 


- 


| ifty=two rooms which workingnen could rent at a noninal prices. 


. 7 HER the first floor was a reading room, coffee club, restawent, and |; 

D us A p=rior. There was a Smoking room on the s8econd floors. | 

Z LE Ne 2 I The ehuyreh was at the heart of the Bethlehem work. Rell 

£ 0p HRS _ -S8erviees more new 8eVere 1 aavs a week as well as on Simdays . S | 

; 22 RES TS Social work ws done in the name of the Chuwreh and thought to be 

- 4 Er. carried out in the Spirit of. Jegus of Nazareth. The s0cilal worker 

NY: i | _ Was thought by Bethlehen not to be & mnissilonary going dom to the 

| be : People to lift thei ups* but a friend and neighbor living «mong the 

oo Fo peoples This philosophy lead the Bartletts with their five daughters, 

a1 * | Second floor of Bethlehen Church, ey | 
LS 1 to be & part of this commmnity « | Often the femily ate with the 
c in the restaurant of the hotel, The girls played and went to school | 
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children in the ne ighborhood , 


' The work at Bethlehem, thought Bartlett and those who worked 
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the way for the eoning of the Kingdon of God, _ 
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 Congregationalishs have always had an interest in PLlgrim Place and 


Fas | CONGREGATIONALISIM TODAY | 
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PILGRIM PLACE = Ns 4 
Pilgrim Place is located in Claremont, only " few blocks 
from Pomona College, It now covers 28 acres and comprises over "1 
90 buildings with a88e8ts of oves $700,000, TIts purpose it to make 35 
available eonfortable homes for retired ministers & nd miss lonaries | ; 
at a noninal price, Missionaries and their families on Prrlougn 
also live there, tt had its organization in 1914. Those who were 
instrumental in founding Pilgrim Flace were: Janes Blaisdell, 
president of Pomona College; Ii's. E. CG. Norton, wire of the Dean 4 
of Pomona College; lMary Porter, retired missionary; and Rev. and 
ls. W. C. Merritt, who had cone from Honolulu to retire in Clifornias, 
From hwable beginnings Pilgrim Place has gromm to a place of 
beauty, With modest but confortable homes, Surrounded with lawms and 


zZardens, it provides an enjoyable and stimlating atmosphere LIor 


ministers and misslonaries, Sons of the homes are built by the 


occupants on a site furnished free of charge and occupied on a lite 
Leasey With the inderstanding that when they no longer need. the home f 
Filgrin Place can rent it to other residents, Other howes. or apartuents 
are built as OTE AO ass8ests of Pilgrim Place to provide a Lliſe 

lease or a rental, Rents are always kept at a low rate, 


Contributions come from men) SOUPESs , but, Sd A#Hgrh California | 
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have provided a large share of its financial Support, Iany of the 
churches gontribute annually to Pllgrim Places 
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Congregationalism is a vital and growing Chris tian force in - 
the stzte of California, There are: two. conferences, the northern 8nd 4 
Southern, Both are well COLI, helping the churches to _ : > | A 


on wholesone Christign life, Both have young peoples? ps. and 
- ab10nS « . _ The ehurehss of the north 
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opnia Congregational Conference with 


1 0M 
26,4897 nenberss, 


the churches of this conference gave 


Fox volent purposes, and ral for fhone 
RES. Ao LE EY” 2, 2-0 ; 
— The property of all the churches is valued at $5 , 5247937 E 


: . L 


verend Harley Ho GALL 1s Superintendent of the conference with 


ice in 8an Franciseos | 


nk as Superin ent. 


elmrches off this conference number 8s with a total membership of 


- —_— _ - oa 
" Va Cs pd LLLLLS.ELES & _ ! ” BY 


—— -_ 


af the Conference in+943 The 80uthern conference also adnmine= 


S the nisslonary work of the Congregationalists on the VWest 


Tx . 


and aowt ww Oy Ou ViewaAa, ew £4 aud A Vo Lan . : 


ys oast of Nexico,, The value oz ehuwen property in” 18 

1 We. | A, 2z35,Fo | : 

2 NG + « The churches gave to benevolent work in 

ES» 1948 $320,748, and raised for hone expenses $1, ES: Rs” 

7 +. ns offices of this conference are located in Ios Angeles. | 
2" - Congregationalisn has made and is uaking a worth-while 


Kd 7 | F 


_ eontyibution to' the life of California, It begin in the early 


i, WO s of the Anerican oecupstion of the st=te and stands todey as a f£Zfg1y, | 
£ ns , united, Christian witness. Congregation lists look forward to 


a_ 


__ a happy and hes lthy future in California s . | 
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nany churches which have originated in the United 
1s the body known as the Disciples of Christ, 
[1vidual Col egations of this group are usually known by a | 
mT \ (of hos Angelas) 
© Such as Wilshire Christian Church or First"Christian Church 
y Frans18c9). Still others use the name Church of Christ even 
hey consider themselves as belonging to the Disciples grou | 
ESL ad LR ea e002 res OLA INS | 
WE OS Rn  These confusing names have arisen irom historical reasonse | 
: The founders of this movement - were convinced that the factors whic 
: =; divided the great Christian churches were of human origin, and tha 
- | | Lon of all Christians could be achieved if all elements not 
authorized by the New Testament were elininated., Hence the refusa 
1- Oak ay nane but Christian, for surely this would be the title |» 
; DE | NT ; | 
: For a United Chureh when tnion became a reality. To answer the | 
. 5... "Gharge that their name was too exclusive or too genersl, an early 
ER iO ——— 8logan, "Not the only Christians, but Christians ( 
ay "It ts irontcal that the men who wished to 8tart a movement | 
is exioting ohurches Ts them all together were forced to ; 
£5 yer atiother body. This action was justified on the ground 
"ER g they would furnien an exanple o the world of a. | | 


 restored the practices, organization, name, and 
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tive church as revealed in the New Testament. | 


11eved in the inspiration and infallibility 


128 hoped that Christian unity might be achieved _ 
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4818s of Christian faith and ' | 
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To' the American of the frontier all things were ori 
and this ambitious, eudacious, simple plsn found many adherents 
there, for it was on the frontier 1n the early 1£00!s thet the 
movement began. 

A great increase in interest in religion had occured on, the 
Trontier--an enthuslasm 8ometimes called the Great awakening is 
the WasSt. The h1izh tide oi this movement was reached in the Cane 
Ridge meeting of i601, where in an atmosphere 8urcharged with emotion , 
thrones of people rsthered and exhibited many odd varieties of re- | 
1iglous experiencee 

Vne of the men who participated in this revival meeting was 
Barton W, Stone, a iresbyterian preacher. Soon Stone, with four 
others, withdrew. from the Synod of Kentucky, They had been preach- 
ing a Abt Lk was more Arminian than Calvinistic, reServing - 
the rigent to appeal to the B4ble on points hare This aiffered from 
the Westminster GConfess1ons This claim, if allowed, would permit 
any person to interpret the Seripture tor himself without being 


bound by any creed, Stone, however, remained a Fresbyterian for a 


- 


time, organizing with others an independent rresbytery of Springs TS 


field, Ohlo.e 


Nine months after this, these men under the leadership of 
Stone, left the Presbyterian Church and onganized the Christian 


Church, According to Garrison and De Groot, in their definitive 


work, The Disciples of Christ, 4 History, the reagons for this. 


action were as follows: 


(1) Rejection of the 014 orthodox Fresbyterian teaching =: 


Bo_— _ 


that Christ died for only a limited number of the "elect"; 
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het Christ aled for all and that any man could 
To8pel and be 8aved; (53) Reſection of the West-= 
fess8ion as the standard of doctrine, end reliance 
the Seriptures only; (4) Demand for' the independence of 

' local congregation; (5) Desire to escape from the 
nitations. of s8ectarianism end "sink into union with the 

yY of Christ at larges » Pr This Christisn Church 1s . 


A bart Fade 


50C 


I _ eommonly called the "Stone Wovement", 


F OO DEOREY Fe 


. - 
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A 8econd movement began in southwestern Fernsylvania under 7 


Rs Thomas and 4lexander Campbell, father and 8o0n. These men had | 


2  als0 been Fresbyterians. Thomas Campbell organized the Christian 


T2 GT | | 
2 ET A880ciation of Washington, Pa., after is8uing one of the most 
; | ramous documents of. the Disciples., This vos a Declaration and 
| e address which s8et forth the reasons for the s8eparsetion., These, 
EEE, again quoting Garrigon and DeGroot, were: ; 
Oe 5 | The rejection of "human opinion" (1,0. creeds) was pre- 
BE ee Boe, SuppoSed., The objective was the reunion of Christians-- | | 


MY Eo TOR.  . 3 "nity, peace and purity” of the. Church, The way to 
I ES that end wes to be the practice of "thet whole form of 


—— 


ey 6 doe trine, worship, discipline and government expressly 
SY | reveesled and enjoined in the word of God", n other words, 
| DE | __ the restoration of primitive Christianitye. 
; = Wn | Alexander Campbell, who became more than any other man, 


the chief leader of and 8pokesman for the Di8eiples of Christ, 


- 


en 800n Joined his father in the new cause, After a careful investi- 


gation, the Campbells came to the conclusion that the baptism en- 


Joined in the New Testament was the immers1ion of believing persons.. TE 
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Les part of their belief brought them into the Baptist Church for 


af. > 
a hobo 
as > oO EYES 4 
ck . 


T3: b m—_ p 
* . WE + s we 'N A - . 


This as880ciation with the aptist Church lasted from 1815 7 | 
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in 8pite of patent differences. But then one of the 
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— _____"Reformers", as Campbell and his ass0cistes were called while 8til 
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4 
in the Baptist Church , used a 8simple and precise description of 
the 8teps to 8alvation. This evangelist was named Walter Scott, 
an evangelist for the kahoning Paptiat krotibias in Ohio, His 
"three finger" theory was thet there are three 8teps for a man 
to take; falth, repentance and baptism, in that order. Then 60d 
ud take three steps; remission of sins, the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and the gift of eternal life, While the arts that he 
preached a Vwater 8alvation" is unfounded, this method of presen- 
tation 5 om to have been one of the main reasons for the zoparatidn 
of the "Reformers" from the B=ptists. 

The Campbell movement and a greater pert of the Stone Nove=- 
ment united in 1862», This united body made up a group of from 
twenty to thirty thousand adherents. There was no. organization or 
the verious independent Local churohez, although. these had held 
daistrict conferences which could be: consIdered the beginning of co-=- 
operation among theme, 


"gounty Cooperations" had been organized, atate-wide con- 


ventions held, and the beginnings of publishing houses and Bible 


Societies laid, but it wes not until 1849 that the first National —= 
| *R -; | 


Convention was held. This convention resulted in the organization 

of the American Christian Missionsry Society, and the organization. 

of 8tate z00teties followed, Nany objected to these AS unseriptural, 

«1 though they were voluntsry and claimed no control over Local churches. 
The Civil War, which divided nearly all other Protestant 

churches, 461d not divide the Disciples, but.the missionary 80ciety 


nearly did. Nevertheless, the "Foreign Christian Misstlonary Society" 
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ed 8t111 another. A National © 
5; ed as were oards of Ministerial 
= tef and of Ch xtenslon. Almost all of these were joined 
f to the United Christian Mts88ionary Societyse 
- ; bl Colleges were founded at an early period in Dieciple his- 
7 ory. Bethany College In the home of Alexander Campbell in West 
$2... rginis WAS ONE. Chureh periodicals began to spring up, and by 
) 8ciples constituted a dynamic group of about 118,000 
: UNE, The first minister of the Disciples of Christ to come to 
4 __ Colifornia was Thomas Thompson, who left Mis8ouri with his family 
E .-. Foy the gold fields in the Spring of 1849. After cros8sing the 
; plains with his ox-drann wagon, preaching GE ad traits of fered 
| at the canps along the way, he arrived at Gold Run in Placer County. 
| It was here thet he preached his first s8ermon in the state 8ometime 
M1 h autumn of 1849, The imple Service, held before his tent, 
Es _ - eonsisting of prayer, reading of the Bible, a few words of exhorta- 
2 - ow, 6 familiar hymn, was most Iimpressive to the home-s1ick | 
e 8ound of a woman's voice brought tears to their eyes, 
: irs, Thompson Joined in singing "Jeaus, Lover of My Soul", 
: © Thomp#on baptized his first convert in the spring of 1890s 
© cooured near. Coloms hers the minister was supporting himself 
or's Home", a tavern for the accomodation of the 
: Sh he visited and prenched at various other + 
© camps. Baptiom was by. Limersion, often in « miner's pit. 
Naam, SE Ts Ta 4r2 rs to leave the mountains during 
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© the early par t of the winter of 1850 1n Stockton, and here it was 


that he organized what was probably the first church of the Disciples 
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in the state., The next winter Thompson left the mining country for 


WP 


good, purchasing a small farm near Santa Clara, Here he organized 


his 8econd church, and here he 11ved the rest of his life, 


| The 8econd DVisciple preacher to come to California was J., P. 


McCorkle, also from Miss8ouri, who located in Kapa County in 1859209 


His first s8ermon here was preached in the open «ir under an {immense 

Oak os. The preacher was dressed in home-8spun blue Jean trousers, 

A "hickory 8hirt, yarn knit galluses" and no cosxt, His natural 

eloquence moved his audience greatly and many & hearer, remembering 

the teachings of home, regolved to change for the better, At the 

end of this discourse one of the audience called for a generous 


collection, and when the money was counted there was one hundred 


and geventy-five dollars, all in golds, 


McCorkle, the eloquent preacher, was & natural complement 


* 
Fd 


to Thompson, who was an. excellent organizer. Neither, however, 
had a formal education, and they were therefore unfitted for the 


tazk of a8tarting a church peper., In 1804 Dr, W, %, Stevenson came 


to the st=xte and four years later was Cchosen to edit The Western 


Evangelist, the first Disciple periodical in California. DT « 
Stevenson was wellyeducated for the time, and added the element of 


s8cholarship to the task of church promotions 


A state convention of Disciple Churenes hed —atreny pF WL) 
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held in $+0ckton in 1855. This was the beginning of cooperation 
among, the Sn FR En plans were 1814 for the employment of an 
evangelist to begin' new churches in” each aistricty with one 8tate EY 


evangelist to coordinate these efforts. It should be noted 


© w » jw" » A : on B's 5 
; q 4 4 " ? ; f y W4.4 Eg * \ Ft 4 Vos y US CEIDY 
» . wy . - R a P : I \ *. "a, 4 NY "MW. IS) ia of a x 
71 nn | oP bn, . * =. - e \ 8 % J fs > Fay | yp. "4&0 » z CO NW \ is ty 
. > - | \ ” l f (FT 
4 : I * \ 4 Pl 3 a 4 » hes LICE | 
«7X ; 


> 3 ; bas. & 4 
- 


S = 


#4 Sa Se +. 
Eg. EIT a3 Nt tn 4 
? of F- this a EELIS We On bs 4 OST». SO 5 or Wa 5% <- 00 1s . 

” A 7 vo "wh , l = > «> pu 4 TAIT a + + XY o40 A L 4 þ 01% :_ © T8" & - Ah \v * 
. > £2 OS, I £3.05 Tora ET OE AO rn ne Ns Re BY: FOE OLESTE HKS. I EI IO. St 
» x qi ” bY " \ I's wh at bs + md) p36 * *. ow Y #4 BELT CET LT ( 5, oF4 ot q oh x F Ll 

\ FE En LC Me ALT 7 0 14, 46-8 ILY or” a 4h I A. Ls ER EET tbr OE We LC YO Na M2 ob q 

nes SHY 4 Cp PE IRON >" TEE {NR Yo 8 Eg * re ABI 1% 5" e-IE 
þ $a» 1 { a MS MS RT od on RT RE eo, 3 PoE) wi LN TH \ Gy 
dr Too RR TH GR IAEY OPIN 0 YC EM Ce NE tabdaty Mi At peroge 


ng en ey As Ls 
» of these churches were "on their 
Ny | by 8ome other profess1on 
N. ;» After this there was the beginning of a regular 
SE: athry for each of the larger congregations, og 
: \© Second state-wide convention 8+-t the pattern for future 
ege for many years were the camp meeting type, with 
entertainment for all COMers . Local members and 
ends woul dons te large quantities of meat and vegetables, a - 
Loa] gift to the convention being "a fat ox" or a ton of sweet _ | 
| | potatoes. The remainder of the expense would be met by the granting 
0 concessions for the 8ale of various a8mall luxuries and Services. 
- brought covered wagons or tents, but it became necessary to 
erect temporary shelters for the rest. ” os 
» 5 6 OE The cooking was done on a large s8cale, with be ke ovens, huge 
kettles, and barbecue pits near long tables which would accomodste 
- three to five hundred people at onee, There were m*eny long 
- germons during the dey and far into the night, but you may be 8ure | 
| that, there was = great deal of fun and good fellowship as welle 
Eo were alecuered in the DCTROne 8e881o0ns concerned the 
lon of & state misslonary 80ciety, the employment of 
trict evangelists, and whether the convention should: 
voting delegates from each church or Should be a free 
th all attendants able to vote. These is8ues were 
ers1a1l and opinion and voting on them changed from 
Many 2aw in euch positions and insbitutions the | 
was in at the "0a11fornia Christian Misslonary® 
ET EIN op Te | 
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was organized at the state convention held at Woodland, $847 
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Burnett, brother of reter Burnett , California!s first 20 


was made president of the new organization. - Financial 8upport 


came in the form of voluntary contributions from the churches and 


individualss 


A college had already been' 8started at Woodland. 
institution, which included all grades of instruction from primary 
teaching Through collegiate, wag named Hesperian College and opened 


its doors on March.4, 1861, the day of Pres1dent Lincoln's inaug- 


uratlone 


Tears and served thousands of youns peoples. 


- 


was merged with another college and moved to Berkeley where It 


beczme knovn «as Berkeley Bible Sermin=rye. This latter School again 


" 


merged with the newly organized Cslifornia Christian College in 


Los Angelese 


College, which is still occupying the Vermont avenue campus 


ae au ginak "2A" 19 ) Xe | mn A 


By 1861 the churches felt that they were making rea 


fgPeS3Se 


college, and as goodly number of effective preachers. 


» | | 


that year indicated bs there were about 1500 members of the. .Dis- 


ciple churches in California. 


- 
- 
*w— 
- 
. 
' - 
% 
; : 
- 
” 
: 
” 
I 2 wig 
” 
% . 
” 
” 
po - 
. y 
% 
0 £ . 
£ \ 
. - » - 
" 
- 
- 
ny y 
= - = 
, - | 4 ju : 
E _ 
- E = - -_ 
, A e C 
, : I 
= 
oy 
= 
” «EY ws " 
” mM p N d Jn 
- .: 7; 
be l 
— 4 
"> ” 
CR ; n+ 
o . x > $4 . . = 
4 . $350 SN. —_— - L «4 1 \ ” 2 hy _ = "ITS 4 _" $5 
p WORE Ns 4 IS v_ Page , "Y A gee 5G RR ie He 8 $a : 's nk ” wy 8 pe; Kat - 8, AEST.” 
"x PR bo AT; , 2 okE = # p ; ; Saf 2 nd Eos; a Her ary di ATION 
a" + 4A 2 Ml FU . "4. . FT. "Os 4 FT band a Wt Ft ad * FI © , P T 
"ISLET. - Li $ 4 M 5 _ Gty "<3 ys Wb of SO cs 2 AIR $7.2 vat! l Sz, » 
A . - \ #24 Pp 5 f T3 — 6h 1,7 ws A th  $*% 1.5 
I wy y - k * 4 - WP CLLR IS ST SS. ro —— $3.00) 4 SV os 
« FU 7 6 4, : % Soak 4 - , TIS bs 6s — Nt FT and Lodo” » BIV AT-BLESY 
* x } 4 * S - * . [ a” % \ my * * Y 4 : 
- e- xt aches; KS . * SEED RAS En IIS > hy 0 TY 
- P : 
\ , 
— 
.* ® 4 ? n 
e : x 2 
S , 
* 
. 
fl " - 4. 
ks nu _ þ * 
. F, @'® 
| | \ | q k | : x l pn , > KS — 
£ C S » s » * * o_ - . \ - = v = e o O 
hs 4 + PAS Hh R . Gone . *- . ba "4a Ly ' ES & - s \ fond : | A Vas 
6 F Pl of ' ; . : y x py # 7 4 _— : þ'4 
> A as LIN | , A ET OR 
roy: ; a ” TY 0d rh; oh Ty 
F My Pct PEIORs 
on 2 Sus 


= ; ,- - pe 
Þ "I - = =- 
s 4 " $44 6 valioos L tba 
= = » 
v o 
ls 4 oy ” # S ww = " = 
. | 
- 
d , 
__ "CY "WIE pd Y 475 Vang) heel *% aw - ond ind TITTY PT” wy ads 
. Caihads 7 ay” - 
FS - : : an Þ l a * > 0% "pk > GL EINE TITEL & - ; 
MDPRDCERPROEROSS SYNONYM ARORA... STE on 0 oo UT OP TIE 7 is. 
4 \ ; l by þ WT 2; \ M : 
. FR. : IT &<* | SM TY h Ws : «2 AED. 
. . n Ag 3 , 1. B53 £ 
_ Lag s \ ” 
4 "; 
- / - , 
I - 
FP» : 
Fe by 
7 
. , & 5 6 
d 5 -" . 
Lo 
. 
. 
. ol 
Lg 
- 
- 
: = . 
- 74 . 


Vernor, 


The college remained at. Woodland for about thirty-five 


In 1896 Hesperian 


Apter 8till another chenge of name it became Chapman ' 


They had & churen paper, a well-attended state meeting, a 


The. reports 
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in Colifornis at this time had come 


. They tended to 8ettle in the 


- £ 


W 


10s, "For this Pea80Nn the churches of the Dis- 
strongest In the smaller communities . his 1s reveal 
> names of the churches which were antes by their pastors 
n the convention of 1864, Tye 1list of the churches is as follows: 


, Ukiah City, San Ramon, Liberty, Vacaville, Silveyville, 


| > - 
os , P 
 . _ 
is - 
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wer Lake, Santa Rosa, Healdsburg, Santa Clara, Gilroy, and Visalia. 


” 


; ER The larger citles were not neglected, though the work there 
> — was hard and 8low. Tye Sacramento church, which had -been organized 
— by Tomas T,,ompson in 1850 met in private homes for twenty years 


'e a building could be erected... San Francisco's church had a 


© atffieult time for a long period before it could be firmly estab- | 
"I of a meeting there was in 18596, aſter 
- FEMEIF or_ 80me time This church 8ecured The uSs 
tens Hell on the s8outh side of Mission Street near Second. 
: s this church moved about from one hall to another | 
NY ief unsuccessful stay in a 3mall building of their owne 
OS Its a es. 1 wr that that first real church building was built 


as a result of a state-wide effort to put a church of 
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Ir he work of building the new church in San Francisco the 
\ played an important parts. They had organized in 
> zhristian Women's Home My881lonary Society" at 
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the state meeting held in Woodland. This organization reaulted —\ 
from a women's prayer meeting which had been held at the previous | 
two conventions apart from the general as8embly. Before this time | | 
o women had-1ittle or no public pert in the work of the ohureh. This 
was beczuse of the Injunction of Faul to Women to "k-ep silent in 
the churches" and the effort of the Uisciples to adhere strictly 
to the Bible, Atter some years of being kept in the background 
the women became bolder. and from then on took a leading part in 
mis=sionary.and other activities of the churches. | 
The Women's NMissionery Sootety continued for ten years and 
then became part of the national organization which had been formed | 
under the neme of the "Christiaen Women's Board of MNj4sstons", By 
191d This CV Bale, as It was u8ually called, hed one hundred=-nirteen : 
| tooal us; In the state 1th A total ceubarabir of © 090 s In that | 
Joar their national OPEEBLERTion had a membershlp of 87,S1lD> women in 
2,765 local 8ocieties, and raised In: that year $424 ,240 for their 
work at nome and in foreign lands « | 
Me /afforts of the Dis8ciples until 187l had been concerned 
primarily with adults and thelir conversione The opposition of the 
| | Diseiples to infant vaptism end the s8ilence of the New Testament 
on the 8ubject of children in the church service led to the neglect | 
of the younger generation. A, this time only seventeen of the fifty | 
| _ ehurches reporting had Sunday Schools. HD, Connell, who had been : 
| the rastor of Several importent churches and was then at Elmira in IG | 
Solano County, made a ringing” LPP9AL for &« concerted effort to Wy ; | 
| . ueste the ehildren 7 relicion. As a result of this address at the 4 
-  atate m-eting a 6n11 was i88ued for a Sunday School Convention to 4 
: Og | > ET 
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s the Disciples rapidly came to the 


3 for religious education. This Syndsy Sghool 
1e first of twelve to be held annually until this | 


Lak 5 REA : 


Wo was merged with the 8state convention and given a place | 
The decade of the eighties is notable in the history of | 
,oiples in Northern C.lifornia for the employment of excellen | 

rangelists and for the establishment of s permanent location 


onvention., It was at the Sacramento Convention of | 


| 1880 thst the first of these projects were made possible by the 


»* 


formation of the first State Board of the Christian Cyurch in Call- 


i , JN. - | & L 


_  fornia, Tyis board under the presidency of EB, Ware, employed in 
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» McHatton, a young man of great promise from Missourlse 


ter three and a half years of very. 8uccessful work he -resigned to 


become pastor of the Sacramento Church. Saverel very good men 
8uccessively held the position of State Evangeliste | 


a. '% . 


— "Santas Cruz was Selected in 1689 «8 the permanent 8ite for 


the S+ate Convention. Real estate operators donated ten acres of 
TI. the churches with the understending that a tabernacle was to 


; erected in the center of the tract with money obtained irom the 
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e other lots» E£,B. Ware, now S+ate Ayangelist, $014 many | 


a 
nf | . 


e lots and with the aid of others enough money was 8ecuredto | 
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t « building costing $17,000. This was dedicated with great 


— 
»" þ 


aA es 


- 


" tiki ng ws 


wi 


. 


1890. The Northern California Convention 


zanta Cruze OI 4 1 
es were not active in Southern California until | 
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re 1s « record of 8ome 8ervices held in San Bernardino 1 
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in 1869, but it 1s ugually thought that Downey was the 8ite of the. 


Tirst Disciple church in Southern California, This was the reault 
of the work of BeJF, StandEfer who ad come from a pastorate in Lake 
County. From a nucleus of 81x members the church grew to forty or 
Pifty under The care of a prezching elder, 1, 1874 Henry Thomas 
came from the north and during a revival meetine, doubled the 
strength of the church, The same year G, Re Hand became the pastor 
at Downey and under his leadership a building IR erected. John as 
tiay and 5B, F, Craulter arrived in California at this time and became 
active inſhe DVowney church. Both of these men were to become leaders 
in the building of new churches in the s8outhern vart of the state. 

| In 1876 J,M, lonroe came to Downey to help the new church 
and to stert a school which he named Southern Pacific College. 


Monroe, young and enthusiastic, had come from Christian College at” 


Sante Roga where he had been a profess8or of Greek, The Gollege 


started well, then burned and failed, but J. KN, Monroe continued 


- 


Fg : 
to minister to-ehurches tor -meny years. - | 


Los Angeles did not have a church of the Disciples until 


R_y 


1875 when twenty-six people became charter members of a new chureh 


ata meeting held in the County Court House, Services had been held 


there 8ince July of 1674 with speaxking elders leading the Servicesse 


ihe organization of the church here was accomplished under the 


| | 
leadership of G, k, Hand. | 
This church, the first of the Disciples In Los angeles, was 


3erved by 8everal preachers including John C, Hay and W.J,A., Smith, 


Fe and continued to meet: in the Court tiouse until a s8mall chapel was 
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er, who had returned to Los 
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en thet he sterted Coulter's" Dry Goods 


ng 1 itution of its kind to the present day. | 
30 Served as minister of this church for a time, | 
1881 the first camp meeting convention of the Disciples 
'in the 8outhern part of the state., This was at Downey, and 
call of ehurches the following responded, giving the 
help memberships as follows: Santa Ana, 45; Lompoc, 50; 
wney, 125; Artesia, 36; and Los Angeles, 106, This meeting was 
| e direction of Dr. Carroll Kendrick, and was held for the 


o8e of furthering cooperative efforts to proclaim the "good news", 


_= The 8econd convention, also held at Downey, appointed James | 


— of Pamons as « special messenger to. convey "Greeting to the | 
gta Neoting as8embled at San Joe," Urganizec churches were re- 
: ported at the five places mentioned above and at Santa Neri», San 
 Inis Rey, Bear Valley, karesetta, VUranges, Glenville, snd El Montes, 
 These twelve churches claimed 655 menbers, _ = 
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ter « third camp meeting at Downey, the site of this ennual 
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on was moved to El Monte, where a church had been organized 
y members. de his time the churches were ready for a | 
ve effort. © engelion] Committee" was organized, with 
as president and evengelist, and B. F. Coulter as 8ec- 
gates were present from most o iſt © churches alreody | 
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jF By this time the "Bood of the LIghties” in Southern 0alit- 
ornia was On. The Santa Fe Railroad had completed its 1ins ints | * 
Los Angeles, and the element of competition which this railroad DOES 1: 
added proved a great incentive to the "boosters", Railroad ks tus | at - 
| v | _ 
were reduced, because of a rate war, to ridiculously low levels, and | 
this, with extensive advertising, brought a great influx of people | 
| 
| into Southern California, Weny new towns were s8started, often by a 1 
wholesale migration from commmnities in the Middle West where the Dis-' [ 


eciples were Strong. New churches were started in many of these communities 
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| of thet year in Sants Als, The call for this meeting was is8ned by 


| Cal Ogburn, who was then the p=stor of the niiverside Church, A. Be, 
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| paid the-cost of postage and office 8upplies themselvese. 
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able leadership the church acquired s new 81ite at Eleventh and Hope 
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tion. - Hs ministry with this church lasted for twanty years. 


In recent years there 8eem-d to be 1ittle need for a downtown chureh 13 
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EO occupies & large, beautiful building. Dr. Warner Muir is the ere 


| pas tor of this church, which last year raiged more than $' 
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,000 for miss1onary and benevolent 
apman College, - : 
_C,w ch left the Civic Center area for 
F., Coulter believed there was 8till 
area, Although this merchant=preacher 
given over $100, 000 to various church enterprises, he 
1 amount of his own money in erecting « large building 
10h he owned on Broadway near Temple Street. This action, 


| erecting at his own expense a large bulldine in which he | 


to preach to a congregation which did not yet exist, attracted 
4on in the city. | The effort was 8uccessful, for when the build- 
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twenty charter members. Coulter continued to preach 
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\e city and  morine cummnitioes . The location of this 
h —ncr05s—the-atroot from the Court House made it the | 
of many weddings which helped to 8upplement the earnings of | 
bs pantors, one of «hich was this writer's father. In P | 
| Low eoie ins dlown=-town property, united with the 0s HY 
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of 8pace force us to tell 


the 8tory by st=tistics. TREE 


off in membership for a time after 1904 1s probably due to the OS 


Separation of the Church of Christ described elsewhere in this Ro ; 
volume, Theze figures were obtained from the Year Books is8ued 


| by The United Christilan Missionary Sgeiety, and while incomplete 


ror various reaso0ns are reasonably accurates | 


nA TS 75 


br 


Nos. of Member=- | 
| | Churches shlp | 
 . 1904 North 104 14 ,000 | 
South 2 6,970 ; 
| Total 146 20,970 - I 
1910 North 104 12,121 
South 70 14 , 000 ; 
Total 174 26,121 
| 1920 North 75 11 ,836 | 
South T9 18,177 | 
otal 104 90,0158 
Total 200 | vo, 419) | 
6 North 76 E 16,218 FE: 
| Total 199 | | 57 , 606 | 
D 1940 Horth - 76- 18,617 
Soukh 120 46,794 | 
| Total ; 196 60,411 | 
= OP 1949 North 87 25,005 . 
| South 190 CITY 97 ©9 ,98 | 
Total 257 82,949 ey een 
These s8t=tistics indicate a healthy growth, with periods | 
| . of great increase following the two world warg, corresponding x 
- with the great influx of population during these periods. In. ? L 
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| one hundred years the- Disciples heve inoreased from. 
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unreported ofrferiness would 


an three million dollars, 
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F or Guild, but 8o00n to be called nationally and 
EE LO p Hame of Christilan Women! s Fellowship., Their effort 


Northern | 


Southern California each has its own State Board with a paid 
ecutive Secretary. For the past 8ixt-en years Miss Allena Grafton 
| WG care this post in the southland. 
4 I Er of the s8tate has. Tits own misslonery 8ociety,.- one 
is oetied Oiriotion Cyurches of Northern California and the other 
3t111 bearing the title of Christiaen MissLlonery Society of Southern 


 Californis., The principal activities of these organizations concern 
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establishment and ass8istance of new churches. In the old days, 
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ty and Sometimes the were on their own, dJ. VV. Utter ſounded 
Os th er, including those at Glendale, Alhambra, 
and Bel | These ten churches now have over $5,000 members, Some- - 


for whom Holtville was named, would 
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Protestant church 1s needed. Then the Mis*1onsry Society S00ures oe 
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" acadoett 37 ahi; ee AC ne "i. 3. 
- 
ett BY te no ares On Kt” 


a lot, builds as chapel, secures a minister who orgenizes the new 


| 2hurche The church 1s then given monthly ald until it becomes | h 
8elft-s8upporting. k,st of the churches have, during the years, re- | 
ceived 8uch aide UDburing the past eleven years, akdo6 who leader- | | 

 8hip of Dr. Clifford 4. Goole, the State Secretary, the Society 

has as8isted in the establishment of twenty-two churches in Sputhern 

California. The stetistics s8how that the Northern Society has been 

very active TOO. 
The churches s8upport many other causes also, Some of the 

"hurohes 8end their money directly to missioneries 'in the field 

| Ppather than to the miss1ionery s8ocieties, The cooperating churches | | | 

| - 8upport a C,mpus Comminasion with reprezentetives at the Terier | | 

universities. In the State Office there is as Director of the Depart- | 
* ment of Christien Kqueation with s director for the Chilaren!s Work | | 
Depertmente There is. 8n organized Laymen's League with local or=- FO 
ganizations In many churches. There is a Christian Youth Fellowship 7 
for young people which sponsers week-long conferences in mountain 
| Camps | | Os | | bi Wy | 

| In 1916 Lc J, Massie made possible a home for the. aged in 2 1 

Long Beach. Later an excellent building was erected nekr Sen Gabriel, 4 

| and there. in pleasant surroundings a fine group of elderly folk are | | | 
panting their last years of lifes EE | Dp TE ; ; 
| Chapman College, «1 though under an independent Boerd of _ x | | 
Trustees, has been largely Supported by ths Discipless This college, | 
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| 19 
; Ni The legal descendant of Hesperian College and Berkeley Bible Semin- 
| ary, has large plans for the future, Aſter thirty years on the | 
Vermont Avenue C.mpus, where for much of the time it was known as F 
G,lifornia Christlan College, the institution is to move to & newly 
acquired 8ite in Laurel Canyon, Under the vigorous leadership of | 
Dr. George N, Reeves, this liberal arts college intends to become | 
Ghristlan University, and well-laid plans to accomplish this are | 


now being implemented. 
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THE EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES : | 


| Greek Orthodox Chupeh _ I TEIRER h ; 


ps Eleven different bodies of t he Eastern Orthodox Church | 


exist in the United States. Of these, the two most important 


= Noa groups are the Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox. 
oF | - About the Year 1870 many Greek immigrants began to flood 
the eagtern s8hares of this country. From compatriots who had 
Rn previously come to #\merica®(or "Amerik®" as they called it), 
on these immigrants had been: informed of the countless opportuni- 
_ ties for financial and sotial betterment afforded to those who 
NO : 2 had the ambitious desire to work. R 
: - Therefore, it was with a quickening of the heartbeat, 
T7 provoked by anxiety and wonderment,, that these immigrants — | 
: | stepped on American Soil. Several years after 1870 "glorious 
To SL and 1llustrious Hellas” was deprived of thousands of citizens 
3 who were now in "Amerike" laboring to prosper financially. 
mo Cds Yet, 1n acquiring mundane riches these toiling Hellenes 
2 did not forget their native land (their patritha). Many of 
- > aw wore planning to return eventually. Moreover, they 
nn cherished profound reverence and respect for their spiritual 
heritage, the Orthodox Faith. It is consequently not at all 
2. Surprising to learn that even prior to the year 1870 a group 
£ of Greek merchants had founded the first Greek Orthodox church 
| New Orleans, ouisiana (1867), 
"o 7 1900 the number of Greek Orthodox churches in the | 
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United States was considerable., Therefore, in the year 1908, 


the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople entrusted the 
Supervision of the Greek Orthod ox in America: to Greece, 


In August, 1918, the Metropolitan of Athens, the Most 


Blessed Meletios Mextaxakis, arrived in'the United States with 
an organizational program in nind, When he departed he left the 
Most Reverend Bishop Alexander as the reprdsentative of the. 
Chur ch of Greece, In 1921 Metropolitan Meletios visited the 
United 3tates again, His sojourn, however, was brief because 

he was elected Patriarch of Constantinople. In January, 1922, 
he s8et forth for the. "City of Constantine", In March, 1922, the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople itself undertook the 
Supervision of the Greek Urthodox in this country and, subsequ- 


ently, in May of the same year, appointed Bishop Alexander as 


Archbishop of America, It also created three new diocesses: 


namely, the diocesses of Chicago, Boston, and San Franciso. 
The Archdiocese was established in New York, 

From 1922 to 1930 the Greek Orthodox Church in the United 
States S8howed signs .of progress, Unfortunately its progress 
was seriously hampered by differences of conviction which the 
laity had reatrdtne the government Leaders of Greece, Never- 


theless, despite factional difficulties, more churches were 


erected, Greek schools were organized, and-lay federations 
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In the following year he' sent the Most 


- 


of Constantinople. 


E\ n 


Reverend Damascenos , Bishop of Corinth, to the United States 

as Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Bishop Damascenos 
vigorously worked towards the achievement of unity and governed 
the "church with favorable nu, £ 


In August, 1930, the Most Reverend Athenagoras, Bishop of 


Corfu (Kerkyra), was elected Archbishop of North and South 


America, e arrived at New York in February, 1931, one week 


Subsequent to Bishop Damascenos! departure from this country. 


— 


Archbishop Athenagoras remained as such from 


» : 


He accomplished many noteworthy things, and brought about the 


1931 to 1948, 


Stabilization of ecclesiastical unity. to a very effective degree. 


Due to his prospeFous. and fruitful ministry as the Arch- 


-bishor of the Greek Orthodox Church in Americaas well as to'his 


remarkable ability as a spiritual leader, he was elected Pat- 


- - 


riarch of Constantinople in 1948 and is now exercising his 


9 —— 


prerogatives, TY 


Having this brief historical backzround in mind as regards > 


- 
- : 


Greek Orthodoxy in the United States, let us now concentrate on 


the esta 1ishment and development, of this Church in California, 
rs e discovery of gold in California during the Ia tter part 


of the nineteenth century and the potentialities for progress 
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eastern states, where they had made their first home in America, 3 
and come to the State of "golden" opportunities. Moreover, many 
of them had directly reached the Seate' from South America, 
By 1900 there was a sufficient number of Creek Orthodox in £ 
gan Francisco to constitute a small parish, Therefore, prior 
to the historic earthquake and fire of 1906, this band of com- 
patriots organized and founded the first Greek Orthodox parish 
in California,. They named their church "The Holy Trinity". 
As time flew by, more Hellenes moved to San Francisco, and 
Joined the existing parishioners in developing their as yet 
obscure, but progressive, community . 
In 1908 similar steps were taken by the Greek Orthodox in 
Los Angeles, They founded "The Greek Commuriity of Los Angeles 
and County,” and named their church "The Annunciation", 
Gradually, communities were established in other cities. 
By 1930 Greek OPthodox parishes existed in San Francisco (2), 
Los Angeles, Oakland, Sacramento, Modesto, Stockton, and Fresno., 
The second parish founded in San Francisco was the result of | 
discord which had factionalism as its source., | | 
_ From 1922 to approximately 1930 the Hellenes, not ons T7545 4 
of California but also of 211 the other states, were engaged 


in controversial discussions of altercative proportions, Whose 


policies as to Greece's welfare Should be adopted, King Constan- 


tine's or Prime Minister Venizelos'? This question was the 
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1 point of argumentative discourses, One group favored 


g and their party was called "Vasilikon" (the King's d x 


faction). The other group favored the Prime Minister, and 1 
their party was named "Venizelikon" (Venizelos! faction), 
| This difference of opinion brought about a definite 
| _ division in church affairs, and, as previously Stated, the | 
_ creation of a second parish in San Francis6n may be attributed 
| to this division, The new parish in San Francisco was named 
5, Saint Sophia, In 1936, however, owing to zerious financial ; 
7 on | difficulties, the parish was reestablished and named "The 
: b, DIE: United Hellenic Orthodox Community of the Annunciation? The | 
=. financial recovery and reestablishment of the parish was primarly | 
2 ds due to the initiative and inspiration of the Very Reverend Basil 
; E5” Lokis, who dnact the remarkable ahility of obtaining donations 
: Se of considerable amounts. F | | 
EY A _ Membership the existing parishes during the decade of 
ee Sv00 to 1930 was not, in the Jkast, of great significance, Two 
LE concrete examples bring this fact to light very clearly. The. 
DOTY ____ parish of San Diego was founded in 1927, Its membership consis- 
EY ___ ted of thirty-five persons, The parish of Modesto, which was 
Ln ounded in 1929, had a total membership of sixty Dersons at the 
time of its establishment,. | | | 
| | The average number of members in each parish was approx- 
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_usiastically organized, Programs concerning the s8piritual and F f 


affairs, Moreover, the number. of men in each parish was , 
considerably more than that of women, especially during the 
first half of the twenties, 

During the latter part of this period, Archimandrite 
Callistos, who had at one time been the pastor of Los Angeles, 
was appointed Bishop of San Francisco, His appointment Was 
conducive to ecclesiastical unity, for the faithful became 
conscious of closer hiterarchal Supervision, 

With the advent of Archbishop Athenaroras to the United. 
S3tates in 1931 the gaps which had been created oning to the 
altercations concerning the King and the Prime-Minister were 
cemented, The Most Reverend Athenaroras worked persistently 
towards the abolishment of political factionalism and the real- 
ization of church unity, He erantualls Succeeded in successfully 
carrying out his organizational program, 

From 1930 to the commencement, of war with Japan, the ProOgress 
of the Greek Orthodox Church in California was significant., 
Everyone's efforts took on a Satisfactorily united aspect, 
Membership in parishes increased _ noteworthy degree. The 
averare number of members reached: the hundreds, 

Consequently, plans for the erection of new churches were 
s8tudied, Choirs, consisting of young men and women, Were enth- 
moral development of the youth were discussed.,. Women asSumed 


definite, yet indirect, responsibilities in church affairs ] - 
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Greek Ladies! Philoptohos Society. This society for 
women was organized by the Archbishop to help the poor (Philotohos- 
| Friend of the poor), care for the abandoned, and aid in every 
__ parish enterprise of ecclesiastical importance, _ 
| : In addition, almost all the parishes formally and techni- 
Es cally accepted the Constitution of the Archdiocese, This Con- 
= atituticn had occloniastical unity and organizational uniformity 
as its main objectives. 
; TEES During these years of notable progress the problem of im- | 
; Ee bore buing-"the youth with the true spirit of Orthodoxy also began 
PS Ep to concern the rents; These courageous immigrants had manared 
eto | to reach a sound financial position. As a result, they at length 
— _ convinced themselves that California was to remain their per- 
DN manent home, Hopes of return w their fatherland were altogether 
DS EE. forgotten . It was, therefore, only natural that they should : 
ponder on the steps which they mi-ht take to bequeath their | 
Spiritual heritage to their children with unshakeable confidence. 
Unfortunately, however, their plans were interrupted by Japan's 
attack on Pearl Harbor which involved the United States in 
ws  —* ———— 
| The period from 1930 to 1941 was ecclesiastically fruitful | 
the Greek Orthodox parighes in California, The parishioners | 
: 4 unity and foresipght. Their 8piritual work brought 


F 


e results in creating progressive programs for the future. 
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During this period the Greek Orthodox of Bakersfield founded EE 

a parish (1932), Moreover, during the latter part of these_ EEE ; 
years, Archimandrite Irenaeus was elected Bishop of 3an Fran- : 
cisco as successor of Bishop Callistos, who had died 5ome time : 
before, A 7 t 
Owing to ill health, Bishop Irenaeus exercised the duties 1 
of his office for only a very short duration. After a brief ; 
ministry as Bishop of San Francisco;z ,he also died, As yet, no 
one has succeeded him, Ds 
From the end of 1941 to 1950, the work and development of 

the Greek Orthodox in California may be. divided into two parts. ; 
The first part centers around the war years, The Second deals ; 
with the post-war era, ND 3 
During the war years, hundreds of young men belonging to 7 

the Greek Orthodox Faith were drafted into the armed forces, F | 
This event naturally made the parishioners who were attached ; 
to the home-front war-conscilous, Two things became para- | : I 
mount in their minds; namely, fervent prayer for t he men in the | 
Service, and open wonoitalinn to all the "defenders of democracy", E 
Every aspect of chureh-=1ife not related ts them assumed 8econdary g 
importance. - Rs W. L _ Z 
At length, the war terminated and the 801diers returned to ; 

their respective homes. The post-war era began, and parish-life | 
Was cathus arti atty revived, The war veterans took an active. | 
| interest in the ecclesiastical and spiritual development of ; 
| os = | en rp OP 
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community, Church membership increased in all the parisnes, 
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be San Francisco and Los Angeles reached the thousand mark, ; 
' On December 8, 1948, an event of historic significance \ ; 
took place. The newly-elected Ecumenical Patriarch of Con- | 


sStantinople, Athenagoras I, the former Archbishop of North and 


- South America, founded the first Greek Orthodox monastery and | 


= missionary center in the United States at Byron Hot Springs , | 
# ALES ks Byron, California, He named It the "Monastery of St, Paul”, 
3 "TRIS Honaaters, or Mission, as it is popularly called, | 
: Eg 2 was founded to serve those Christians who have parsely)settled V = 
ol 5 tn throughout the western states and are deprived of a priest, SW | 
EH | - help them fulfill their gp iritual desires and aspriations, More- | | 
1 RES : : over, this Mission was founded to exist as the moral and reli- | 
; _ gious oasis to which all the faithful might turn to drink of the 
FR. Bo invigorating waters of Orthodox thought and ritualistic ceremonies. FP | 
OY In the future it undoubtedly will become the center of Greek 
- Orthodox theology and spirituality in the West, Already miss- 
LE” ionaries have begun to preach the gospel. They are now planning 
; Es o write and publish pamphlets and books of 20u1—saving signi- | 
SY Pare 5 DSI — — | | | 
When the Patriarch Cadee the Mission he conotates Arch- 
drite Benedict Papagiannacopoulos as its first Abbot and 
1e Very Reverend Father bengdict has been in the _ | 
_ FUNXS of the 2elibate priesthoot for twenty-three years and, at P* 
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present, he and two missionaries are carrying on the work assigne 


to them, The . two missionaries are the Very Reverend Father _ 


5i11as Koskinas and the Very Reverend Father Timotheos Pantelakos. 


In the s8ummer of 1948, approximately seventy-five Orthodox | 


% 


youngsters remained at the Mission for two weeks. They imbibed 


oy 


Orthodox culture and engaged in a recreative camping program. 


During 1947-43-49 the parishes of Stockton and Vallejo 


» 


planned and erected new churches for their Spiritual necessities., 


*% 


Also, in 1949 the parishioners of Los Angeles, with Charles 


Skouras as their chairman, began the erection of their new 


church, which wll be named 5t, Sophia, It will be the most 


T 


beautiful Orthodox church in California and one of the most 


beautiful Orthodox edifices in the United States. 


Today, - the Orthodox parishes of California are steadily 


* 
* 


progressing, and more parishioners are becoming interested 


in ecclesiastical affairs, - 


It is not optimistic to gtate that Orthodoxy will some EY 


day gain an admirable. position in the entire state of Califor- 


nia as regards its teachings, ceremonies, and objectives. 
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The Russian Orthodox Church 
Russian craters and explorers bezan to emigrate to Alaska 
p from Siberia in the first half of the eighteenth centwry., Being 
_ of the Orthodox faith Russians taught the natives, who were 
heathens then, Christilan doctrine and the truth of their Ortho- | 
FE dox Church. They Succeeded very well in their missionary work, 
Wo though it was new to them, Merchant Golikoff baptised a group 
of Aleuts on Umnak Island in 1763 and little later, in 177h, 
EL. another Russ8ian merchant and organizer of the Trading Company 
1. : of AlaskayShelekhoff,baptized 40 Aleuts on Kodiak Island. The 
"2: Es other members of the Company were also interested in bringing 
EE to Christianity the natives -of Alaska. 
4 E | Realizing that the layman's miSSilonary Service cannot sub- 
bl | _____ stitute the clergyman's care for. the converts and seeing the 
( necessity of a church service for them as also for the usslans, 
Ka | who were coming to America in large numbers,. Shelekhoff requested 
En _ the Holy Synod of the Russian Church to send to Alaska priests 


TER 
Jy 


and other missionary workers. 


—_—_ : 92, the Holy Synod, in compliance with the Shelekhoff!s 

1 -- " vent to America eight members of the Valaam monastery, 

"n, ph charging them to organize Alaska missionary work for the 
_ natives and to minister the Russians in their spiritual needs, 


/ 


ip of missionaries w th Archimandrite Toasaph as their 


2s 
+. 444 


: , arrived on Kodiak Island, Alaska, on September 25, 1793. 
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Here they built a church in the name of the Recurrectien of our 
Lord, and it was the first Orthodox church built in America. 
One hundred years after, September 25, 189k, when Archbishop 
Nicholas was a Diocesan of America, the Century Anniversary 

of the Orthodoxy in America was celebrated in San Francisco, 
then Cathedral city of the North American diocese. 

The zeal and ability of: the Tirst Rugelon missionaries was 
well manifested in Alaska, They brought to the Church more than 
twelve thousand new members and had churches and chapels built 
in every Christianized 8ettlement, One of the Miasionaries, 
Father Yuvenaley died a martyr at the hands of the savages, as 
also later Aleut Peter was tortured for the Orthodox faith in 
Fort Ross, California, by Spanish inquisitors-Jesuits., Father 
Herman, also one of the eight from Valaam, spent his saintly 
life among Aleuts on Spruce (Yeloviy) Island, devoting his time 

entirely to the teaching of natives and care of the school Ehil- 
dren, His grave there now is a s$shrine for Alaska and his name 
is pronounced with a reverence as that of a saint by the Aleuts. 

Within two years of progress of the Runstan misslonaries 

sgervice in Alaska came a need for direction of church affairs. 


by a unified authority and Archimandrite Ioasaph was consecrated 


Bishop--to be the head of the American Orthodox Mission. Bigshop 


TIoasaph was consecrated in the city of Irdutsk,- Siberia, as 


Bishop of Kodiak, but on his way to America he perished in the 


Sea with all his staff, when the s8hip on which he was sailling, 
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In 1824, on Unalaska Island landed a young priest, John 


p_ 


as - F —- . 
R \ . >: 


Wo Veniaminoff, with hishoung wife and two little boys, who traveled 
| from Irkutsk to Kamchatka over Siberian snow fields on dog or 
| reindeer s8ledges and from there on a schooner to Alaska, With 
this missiIonary is connected a great development of N Christian | 
work in Alaska, 
= Father Veniaminoff stayed in Unalaska for ten ears and 


: I | oved his new flock, the Aleuts, He was to them a priest, teacher, 


FE doctor, nurse. and mechanic, He taught them not only how to be- 


—_ __ — _1tieve right, but also how to live right, This good priest was 


EY __ 80 interested in the welfare of his Aleuts that he instructed 

1 = | them how to wash themselves with soap, how to nurse the children 

& Fes 2 and how to use the food, He acquainted the 8avazes with the | 

Uo: rules of hygiene and introduced 8gome industry among them, such 

* wh as even making watches and clocks, etc. He made all Aleuts of 
0: the Islands and nearby places Christians and educated them, He 
- invented the Aleutian alphabet and composed the grammar, He | 
- _____ translated the Holy Scripture and other books into Aleutian, 
q7qPuPmY Father eniaminoff was a genius and a<-reat missionary. | 


{© - 


In 1834, Father Veniaminoff was transferred to Sitka an 


ow . 


labored among Kaloshs with the Same zeal and success. Here 


S. 7 


_ 


. _ 8tands St. Michael's Cathedral which is even now an ornament 


2» n "I - 


| for Alagka and which was. built by him, and the clock on the | 
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fry that shows time even now was made by his hands, In 
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| 18,0 Father Veniaminoff was consecrated Bishop to Alaska and 3 
| was adiiiniatering the Mission for 15 years more, Sk 15M 

From Alaska Russians moved dowmm the Pacific Coast and est- I 
ablished themselves near Bodega Bay in California, about fifty — il 


miles north of San Francisco, Here they built a typical Russian : 
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settlement with small church in settlement., Many Aleuts from Y 


Alaska and Indians of California attended tes the sgervices which 3 
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were held by Russian priests»> Aleut Peter, martyred for the 
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Orthodox Faith, proves that Fort Ross did a great service to the 
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Church and should be remembered by Russian descendants. 
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; | This church stands there to the present time and Clergy 
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from the Holy Trinity Cathedral of San Francisco, with many of 


their members, hold divine services here ewery Fourth of July. 
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The s8ettlement is known as Fort Ross because the main part of ; 
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it is surrounded with hich walls around it and theftnhabitants 
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were always on the watch for enemies, 
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Now Fort Ross is the property of the State, ander the 
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Native Sons of California s8upervision, In 1844, Russians 


801d their posessions here, including Faralone Islands and the 4 


| | lands on Russian River, Napa, and Sacramento Valleys and moyed _ i 
back to Alaska, | | _ 
The Civil War of 1863 brought the Russian f leet, to the F 4 
| : Pacific Coast to protect the Union. Chaplains from the Russian 5: J- 
|  man-0!-wars were serving the Orthodox people of San Francisco-- ' E 
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3, Serbians, Greeks and others, Father Cyrill baptized 


. \ - 


with this s8sale came the change in the status of the clergy of 


Eo rican Orthodox Mission., They became foreigners to the 
new Government and 8ome, who accepted United States citizenship, 


became foreigners to their mother country. The Russian Govern- 


WE ment & the American Orthodox Mission. and the United States 


REL 09s Governſnent agreed to leave the church properties in the posgess- 
| on::of the Mission 80 long as there Shall be members > the 
Tt Orthodox Church who would need them for the religious purposes,. 
Ae In. £05 In 1870 American Orthodox Mission was organized into a 
To — diocese of Aleutian Islands and Alaska and the Bishop who was 


Z 


appointed by the Holy Synod: the game year was a Diocesan Bishop 


DLC IEP ALL America. After Bishop Innokenty there were two Bishops-=- 


—  Biohops of Kamchtka diocese with the title of Novo-krchangelek, 
” | | the city on Sitka, and 8fter them Bishop John was the first 
* Bighop of the American Orthodox diocese. He moved the See from 
to. 12co, California, in 1872 and governed the | 
when he was transfered to Russia., 
op Nestor Succeeded Bishop John in 1879 and was in 
EY FOR till 1882, He established the Cathedral 
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hildren among them John Dabovich, later Father Archimandrite 
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in a permanent building and had provided Bishop's residence, 
Consitory's offices and other accommodations for t he HORSE. TE 
of the Diocese at 1715 Powell 3treet. During his visitation to 


Alaska he was drowmed near 3t, Michael , the body being found 


by Unalaska Island and buried there in 1882, 


After Bishop Nestor's untimely death the American dlocese 
was under Supervisdn of the Metropolitan: of 5t, Fetersburg 
Is8idor up to 1888, when Bishop Vladimir was appointed to it. 
Bishop Vladimir's stay in America was not a long one, but it was 
marked by the movement of Russian Uniats to rejoin the Orthodox 
Church, First parish of Russian Uniats to renounce their union 
with the Roman Bishop and to accept the jurisdiction of the 
Orthodox Bishop in America was the Minneapolis parish under 
the leadership of their noble pastor, the Venerable Father 


Alexis G, Toth. The Rus&ian cross on the Cathedral in San Fran- 


cigco attracted onee tow Minneapolis Russians, who were collect- 


ing funds for their church in that city, and they thereupon 
found out that there was a Russian Orthodox Bishop in San Fran- 
cisco» Then they informed the fact to the Rev, Father Toth and 


the latter went to San Francisco and requested Bishop Vladimir 


to take the parish of Minneapolis into the Orthodox Church under 


his jurisdicti on, This was done by the Bishop in 1889, when he 
came to Minneapolis and reunited to the Mother Chur ch the des=- 

cendants of those Russians who were without their knowledge or 

Will, brought under the Roman rule by the Brestlitovsk Unia 
of 1596, Tt, was the beginning of the widespread return of the 
Uniats to the Orthodoxy that counted. 80 much for the SUCCESS of 
the Russian Orthodox Church : in america. 
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5 priests, and four Deacons. 
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ca, She had Several i 


e First One was in 189%,, 
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rs of missionary work in 


myvortant anniversary celeb 


during Bishop Nicholas! pont- 
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| States only 8ix parishes, 
5 | The Second Celebration was on 
oration of the 150th Anniversary © 
© On that year the Church had over 2 
and Canada, | 
 *- The 150th Anniversary Celebra 
acquired Russian Cathedral (59 Eas 


.” 


ation was held on May 8th, 1948, in commemo- 


” - Rk bh 1 # + 


rations. 


| Ifieats, in commemoration of the Church's one THEY ATe anniver- 
__ Sary, The celebration was held at the San Prancisco t2z33 
temporary Cathedral, His Eminence, Bishop Nicholas, isSued 
— a gpecial Pastoral letter for the occasion in two }anguages, 


Russian and English. In those days exe Church had in the United 


October 8, 194h, in commem- 
f gar Church's missionary work, 


66 parishes ih the United States 


tlon was held at the newly 
t 2nd, St., New York City). 


ded by His Grace, Metropolitan 
, Who was assisted by three Archbishops, four Bishops, 


The Church was overfilled with 
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The Russian Orthodox Church in North America in 1948 
had 346 Churches, 283 Clergy, and. 300,000 Communicants. be 
Of these totals, about F tf Churches, / 5 Clergy, 
; (, 8440 Communicaents. are to be found in California. 
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No denomination in America is more ecumenically minded, than 


the Evangelical and Reformed Church, No other church body has a greater 
diversity of antecedents, or religious heritage, 


The Evengelical and Reformed Church came into being on 

June 26, 193h, in Cleveland, Ohio. When its first constitution went into 
effect in 1940 the component parts of the new denomination were marking 
the Tollowing anniversaries;---215th--The Reformed Church- in the United 


States; lOOth--The Evangelical Synod of North America. and the 50th Tor 
The Hungerien Reformed Church, 


Other church unions in the United States united members of the 
Same family, as Methodists with Methodists or Lutherans with Iutherans, 
Here however, was something new in church union for this country, the 
inter-marriage of two different families, Lutheran and Reſormed, To main- 
tain the historical continuity with the Reformation, the symbolic books 
of the Iutheran and Reformed Churches, namely the kngsburg Confession 
and Iuther's and the Heidelberg Catechisms, were accepted, 


Both the Lutheran and Reformed branches of the church date back 
to the year 1517, when Luther began his work of the Reformation in 
Germany and Ulrich ZwWingLli. in Switzerland, In 1529 these two leaders met 
in Marburg, Germany and drew up fifteen points of possible agreement, They 
hoped to come to an understanding that would unite their efforts in 
a common cause; but they could agree on only fourteen and one-half points, 


They differed over the interpretation of the Lord's Supper and henceforth 
went their geparate ways. 


In 1817 Frederick Williem III, the king of Prussia, added his 
royal influence toward overcoming the "denominational differences in 
his realm, by proposing that the Tutherans and the Reformed$ be merged 
into a new body to be known as The United Evangelical Church of Prussia, 
It was from this background that immigrants came to the United States | 
and 8ettling in the middle west, started the fellowship in 186L0, which 
later was to be known as The Evangelical Synod of North Americas 


_— __ The Reformed Church in the United States dates back to October | 
: "M 1725, when John Philip Boehm administered the first commnion in 
the Falkner Swamp congregation, near Philadelphia, Pennsylvenias While | 
nearly all of the members of these new congregations in Pennsylvanie 
were of German descent 'E the churches themselves. were under the authority 


of the Synod of Holland, What is more, they got moral and finencial 
gupport from the Church of Scotlend, which now bears the label, 
Presbyterien. 


It is interesting to note th-t John Knox, the father of the 
Church of Scotland, never founded the Presbyberian Churth, as 8uch, After 
his schooling in the Reformed Faith in Switzerland, he went to Germany , 
where he became pastor of the Reformed Church at Frankford-on-Main, From 
this pastorate 2 went Ra Dees A to Scotland, where in 1567 he founded--, 


& Kerormed St in Scotland", 
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# 2--(Evangelical and Reformed Church) H,ED. 


The term Presbyterian was a nick-meane applied to the Reformed _ 
Church in Scotland, by the Anglican Church in England, It grew out of 
the conflicting forms of church government; the Anglican church being 
ruled by bishops and the Reformed church by presbyters or elders, ' 


| Thus the Reformed Faith which came directly from the Continent 
to America, retained the original name--Reformed, while the game Faith 
and doctrine which ceme to America by way of Scotland, became known 
by its nick-name, --=Presbyteriang 


| The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, meeting 22nd May, 
1 17/52, s8pent much time planning help for "The German Reformed Churches 
| of Pennsylvenia," They gought to help full fledged brothers in the Taith, 
by ordering a Relief Collection to be made at the church doors of all 
the perishes of Scotland, WTupon the last Sabbath of November next, * 
| TTae Generel Ais8sembly ordains this Act and Reconmendation to be read 
| from the- pulpits of all the churches of Scotland, the Sabbath immediately 
preceding the day named for said collection, and the ministers at the 
reading of it, to exhort the people in the most earnest manner, to 
contribute according to their ability for: a purpose 80 charitable and 
important, " py 
No wonder that the Church of Scotland in 1931, received the 

"eArgut igy witer as a long lost brother, when he ceme from the Reformed 
tureh in: Pennsylvania, to serve for four years in the ministry of 
the Church of? Scotland, 


The Presbyterian and Reformed Churches in: every country are 
united at the top, in w&lThe World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
holding the Presbyterian. System,! These Churches having been originally 'F 
united at their roots and presently at the top, we look forward with $ 
hope to a day when their unity might be whole and complete, 


* 


_— * 


_ 


Out of this general background, two periinent observations 
carry over into the work of the denominetion in the Stae of Californias, 
(1)==- A century after the German Reformed Churches in Pennsvlvenia 
were the recipients of help, they were called upon to finance the w 
mission churches of California, (2)--The persistent and for many YOars ys 
exclueive use of the German language was a draw back to: the growth and 
progress of the Reformed Church in California, while her sister . 
denomination, the Presbyterians, using only the anglish tongue, mede 
progress in rapid strides, 


With the discovery of gold in 1646 and the admission of the F 
State into the Union in 1850, California became the #Zl- Dorado!" of the = 
west, Among those who came here to 8eck a fortune, were-many Germans 
who gettled in the principle centers like San Francisco, Stockton, 1 
Los Angeles. and other communities, Tahese attracted the attention 
of a young Germen minister who was: newly installed as pestor of the 

Second Retormed Church, Herrisburg, Pennsylvania, His neme was 
Frederick Fox, | 


In April 1886, Frederick Fox and his wife s8et out for California 
to establish the Reformed Church in that area off the country, They 
reached San Francisco on may 19, 1866, having. been enroute four weeks 
by way of Nicaralza., 
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_ Thrc rt eok on > | om ens 2nd TT to eke out 
"1ivelihood, he served for a while as agent for the California 
1  Dabvath Soolety. For one year Fox worked for the Presbyterian Church - 
= = and Tounde the Emanuel Presbyterian Vission in gan F_ancisco, Then, 
FO © Wnbtbio os 51609 »- ed the First Reformed Ohirch on the 
Car; m4 0 coant, in San Frencieco, Iti 16870 this church had 26 members 
1 1871, 


tr | In 1871 a missi0n was ' 6tarted in Stockton with 25 members. 
Another was started at Napa City, Fox s00n found it necesgsary to invite 
other ministers to help him. One of his invitations went to Rev, Jorn 
Gantenbein who was then pastor of St, Paulls Church in Philzadelpnia, 


z members, 


On July L17, 1873, Gantenbein in a letter exyressed his willingness 
to go to Qalifornia,as g00n as he received an official call, AS © 
: missLonary at Nepa City he ws to receive an appropriation of $ 300, 
Pens with an additional $ 100 for travelling expenses, 


— Gantenbein s00n discovered that there was no money available, even 
for this emall galary anc he Immediately get out to raise the neceegary 
funds on his own, In all,he raiged $ 3300 2n6 on August 15, 187%, with 
his fanily he left for New York to get & boat XNXDEEANEASES for . PAnanga,, 
Here they travelled over land to the Pacific coat where they took 
another boat for Sean Frencisco, arriving there on September 5, 187%, 


He espent a week with the brethren in San Francisco and a8 i8ted 
them in the Organization of the first Olassis on the Pacific coast, 


On S,ptember 17, 187%, Gantenbein and his fanily arrived in 

Port]and, Oregan, to begin their ploneer work for the Reformed Church 
. in that area, The Board of Vissions had decided upon this field rather 

than the work first planned for Napa Oity, Gentenbein became an out- 
SSanding religious leader, of the Pacific Northwest, while maintaining 
his membership in The SanFrencisco QClacsis, 700 miles away. 


- 


work in Southern California. Los Angeles then had between eix anc 
FF © Thousand inhabitants, A mission was gtarted in this J C87 dy Rev. 
"Ep © es - Jo. Wernly, but was short lived, A lot wes purchased and afterwarc 8010, 
—  — LlJater on the s8ane lot was 801d for over one million dollars anc is the | 


In 1872 an attempt was made by the Reforned Church to etart 
elznkt 


4 - 


20 _ Bite of the preeent Biltmore Hotel in PerehingSquares 
TY TID Ter pare! 
YES | Thne churcnies up Northifared gomewhat better, In: JENUATY , 1875 


2 OPERA —Stocrton becane a self=supporting congregation. In 18S] gan Freancisco 

K © 11kewise went to 8elf -8support. 4 nission was etarted at Alaneda, But 
"FF *here were frequent changes among the ninisters, At Stockton an un- 
FF  — prinoipled minister entered the flock and ractioally aisrupted it. 
FF At gan Francisco a vacancy for two years et the people.#Finally, 
FF . 1n the late eighties the work at gan Francisco anc gtockton was cloged, 
| Tn: 1690 the gan Francisco Classis was Giscanded anc thus bhe firs% era 
oe of aaforned Church in California came to & close, 
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So ty, When. the work wes Gigcontinued in California, one of the 
: Monk oyarios, Rev. 'B. DeGeller, went to Dallas, Texas, where he e8tarted 
' & migsic 10h was afterwards taken over by the Evangelical Synod 
ay is the flourishing 8t, Paul's congregation of aus 


7 and. Reformed Curch . Os I 
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FR Evangelics and Reforned as E.2- | 
Ns Og Californis District of the Evangelical Synod of wb 


As the work of the former Reformed Ohurch in tie mii” 
States was coning temporarily to a close in California, the work 
of the Evangelical 8ynod of North America was Juet Deginninge 


- This denominstion's first pioneer to the west,. wes ReVe 
T. J. Hosto, who in 15%Lcwas gent by Gistrict 7, to San FranciscoO 
to work among the Germans, 


4 


Tails humble winner of souls, begen his work at an annual 
sa1lary of $ 140, much of which was espent for travelling PUrPOBEes 5 
He coqntinaed his work in 8#n Francisco untel 1885, When Rev. 0G. 
Niebut, his future 8on-in-law, became his succeg8s0r and 800n after 


Orcanized St, John's congregation, 


| Two illustrious sons of this Rev. G., Niebuhr and his congregatl an , 
ſheave lecome .- known around the world as religious leaders. The one 18 

DT. Reinnholc Ni ebunr, profess0r in Union Theological Seminary, New 
'York,and the other is Dr, Richard Niebuhr of Yele Divinity School, . 
California is indeec proud to claim these two men as native s0n8s, 


Rev. HOSto went TO VRLUIOTE, SAASTE. 0O., Calif., to estapblisn 
a colony for Evangelical Christians. This work proved unguccessTrul 
5ecause of the lack of railroad facilities. Ke organized Zlon's 
congregetion im VWaitmore anc at the came time preached in Twin Valley, 
Both places had to be ciscontinueds 


The Tirst Bvangeelical Pas TOT in Southern Calitornia was Reve 
Paul Brenke, Who in 1386 organized Peace Congregation in Los, Angeles 
and erected its house of worship the following year, Simul ously, 
Rev. Btranke preached in Pomone and laid the founadgtion for: 8&t, Johni'e 
congrecation, whose first pastor was Rev. NW. Schmidt, 


ia; er 's congregation was organized in San Diego, oy 

REV. 44 ut 1% exigsted only a zhort time, In the eame city 
thirty years later, Rev. Go Gekkler eetablieked Zion!s congregation, 
only to be a 8c0ntinued in 1918s, when the Board of Home MiISSi008 
refused further gUppOrt, 


In 1888 Rev. 8chnidt of Pomona, tried to continue the work 
of Hays Valley, San Francisco, which hed mEexx been begun by Rev. 
Schilling and. who had Geciced the work to be futile, In 1890 © 
ReV. Schilling organized 3t, John's congregation in Woodland, In 
adadition he preached in Olover Digtrict, Hungry Hollow, Blacks, and Dixon, 
Later Clover District joined Woodland and Hungry Hollow and Blacks 
were discontinued, A parsonacre was built UNXTIXERREDIS in Woodland, 

2y Rev. J., Mangold in 1901, 


St, Paul's congregation in Huenens, Ventura County, Was 
established in 1890 by Rev. Branke; but was discontinued under his 
S1CCesgor, In 189% Rev, Branke organized 8t, Paul's congregation po 
. San F_ancisco, ,where he built a 'houge of worehip the following year. 
'Durins this 88,6 year, Grace church, Petaluma, was organized anc 

8, church buillcing PET ORE vy nov s 0. SChOLZ. | OP 
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I OH Co The i mis8sLion territory along the Pacific coast, had been 
— under the jurisdiction of the 7th District from 1884--1886; of the 
21d Kansas District from 1886-1889 and from then on, under the West 
 Mi880uri District until 1894, when the work in Oregon and Washington 
was Pp .aced under the- jurisdiction of the Washington Mission District, 


| Goats Word was now preached at 23 places, which was sufficient 
to form anew District, Therefore on pots 10, 1.891, eight ministers 
athered in San Francisco to organize thePacific District, The first 
onference of this new body was held on May 10, 1895, in St, John's 
Church, San Francisco, with the following delegates: --Revs. Paul Branke, 
Es ds flosto, Dr. Ge, Howe, J.,G, Mangold, H., Ongerth, J., Schilling, 

CG, Scholz, 'C. F., Strum and GC, Wachlte, The lay deleg ates were, 

Jacob Mohr (St. Paul's) San Francisco, F; Kitzmann (St. John's). 

San Francisco, J., G., Rath of Woodland, J, Huttenlocher, Los Angeles 
and H. Got jen, Petaluma, There was no "delegate from Pomona, 


Rev. J, Endter organized the first congregation in the newly 
Formed District, Eden Congregation at Mt, Eden. This work was abandoned 
in 1901, Later the Same year, Peace congregation was organized at 
San Raefel, by Rev. A. Janke, During its brief existence, it was 
gerved by pastors from ne&ghboring Evangelical Churches, 


; In 1911 St, Matthew!s congregation in San Raefel was established 
and in 1913, during the pastorate of Rev, G. A. Hensel , the church 
building was erected, This congregation was disbanded in 1942, 


Work was 8tarted at West Berkiley in 1895 by Rev. Janke, which 
culminated in a ea 4 Ig in 1902, under Rev, Endter, The "congregation 
was Short lived, In 1896 Rev. Schilling organized an Evangelical 
congregation in West Yolo, near Woodland and the St, Luke!s congregation 
in San F_ancisco, The latter congregation, thirty years later -w as 
united with St. Paul's, under the name of Bethel congregation, 


» Mark's congregation in Oakland, had its start through the 
fforts of Rev, C. Off, who inspite of his advanced years , 
labored in this field from 1899--1901. He 7 mama a Ladies Aid and 

his guccessor) in 1901, organized the congregation, In 1924 Rev, Eugene 
Baltzer relocated the congregation and erected a new church and PArSONAagee 


| 1900 Peace Church, Los Angeles, with its pastor Rev, C., Scholz, 
left the Synod, Rev, Off took care of those members who remained faith-' 
ful and 75, mee them into St, Paul's congregation, Under the Rev, 

0. MOSES the congregation grew strong eno to acquire property 
_ and in 1 FM erect a church building, In 1906 Rev, Satzinger, _—- 
Sy with a = of the membership of St, Paul's, organized the Immanuel! s 
= _ congregation in Los Angeles and purchased a houge 8uitable for both 

= and erected and a place of* worship, In 1911 he relocated his congregation 

ected a new church building and parsonage on Jefferson Blvd, This 

ig, * gg HOO) was dissolved in 1947, the majority of the members going 
oY John's and a half dozen taking their membership with Rev, Wm. P, 
_ Thiel and his family to First Church, Los Angeles, 


Rev. PF. H. Freund had been busy investigating and preparing the 
field in Redding, 80 that in 1902, Rev, C. Struckmeier could establish 
Tos.” -wonn ''s wongregation in that city. In Later years this field was lost, 


£ 
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In Livermore, near San Francisco, from 1901-1903, Rev. Irion 
had vainly tried to organize a congregation. At this time 'work was 
discontinued at nearby Pleasanton, where as early .as 1894, Rev, Ongerth 
had served as first pastor. Rey. 'F. Walter, already advanced in years, 
was sent in 1902, to Tehama, Corning, Germantown and later to Vera Cruz to 
do missionary work, but, did not find enough Germans at either place 
to warrant Lorming = Congregations 


Work was started in Pasadena in 1904, Rev, F., Reiser organized 
a number of former members of a Lutheran Church into St, John's 
Evangelical congregation, A church building was erected in 1908 during 
the pastorate of A, EZ, Jensen, Thirteen years later a larger property 
was purchased by Rev. BE. G. Gilbert, Thecongregation is now known as 
First Church, Pasadena, 


In 1907 Rev, Struckmeier in Oakland, tried unsuccessfully 
to extend mission work to the neighboring towns of Fruitvale and 
Elmhurst, At the gsame time Rev. A Boether took charge of a Lutheran 
congregation at Valley Home (Talheim), This field was lost when in 1912 
he moved to Lodi. 


Rev, Paul Branke in 1910, during his pastorate in St. Paul's 
church, Los Angeles, organized Zion!s church in that city. Reve J. Irion 
became 'the first instailed pastor, In 1925 the congregation relocated 
at City Terrace, In 1927 Rev, A. J., Helm tore Gown the old building 
and erected it again on the new lots, A new parsonage was built in 
1928 by Rev. F, Schlinkman, 


In 191h Revs. Arends and Branke preached for a while in Imperial 
City, The former pastor organized Emmanuel congregation in Lodi in 1915, 
which continued but three years. Rev, Lebhart in 1915 began to do 
miss8ionary work in Sacramento, Two years later he organized First 
Evangelical congregation, which continued until 1927, 


—_ 


Reve A, Meyer of San Francisco, in 1914 began to preach at 
San Bruno and four years later organized St, John's congregation, A church 
building and: parsonage were erected by Rev, Carl Saenger in 1921, 
During Rev, Koehler's pastorate an adjoining lot was purchased, 


An Evangelical eongregation was organized by Rev, Saenger in 
1919 at EL Centro, Imperial Valley, A houge was bought Tor worship, but 
the work had to be discontinued four Vears later, when the Home Mission 
Board refused further support, 


In 1918 Rev, A, Bahnsen organized St. Paul's congregation in 
Richmond, near San Francisco, which existed but a few years, In 1919 work was 
undertaken at Faglet, but proved unsuccessful, 1921 saw tw additional enterprisest 

started which likewise came to naught, In the one, Rev, J, Roth organized 
a number of German Russian families in Fresno,. into Ennanuel congregation, Soon 

after a church building and parsonage were purchased, He also served temporarily 
Zion's congregation at nearby Zarlimart, Both congregations had to be discontin- 
ued when in 1928 the Board of Home Missions refused further support, The 


Emanuel congregation started in Bakgrsfield in 1921, was discontinued a few 
years later, 


Re ——— 


With a growing Sense of the need for the cet Ln of English 
speaking congregations, The Rev. J., Helmkamp was 8ent to Los Angeles for 
this purpose, In 1921 he organized the First English Evangelical Church, The 


erection of a houde of worship was started in 1923 at the close of Rev. bs: 
Bahnsen's pastorate and was LN. under The a6 hes CP TESLON of 
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| Rev, Paul Branke, In 1921, the name was a to St, John's congregation, 
In 1925 Rev, G., H, Gebhardt became the pastor, Two years later the adjoining 

lot and were purchased for a commmity house, A beautiful sanctuary 

was erected in 1930, The congregation went to 8e1lf support in 1947 under the | 


Rev, Clyde McNelly., The Rev, Charles J, Bruesch,Jr,, has been the pastor 
8ince November, 1948, 


Zion Churth, Long Beach, was started in 1925, by the Rev, George F, | 
| 


_ Ellerbrake, This name was adopted in grateful recognition of the great 
financial help which had been given them by Zion Church, Indianapolis, Ind, 

_ The present minister is the Rev, Louis P, Landgrebe and the newly adopted 
name of the congregation is The Farkway Church, 


Early in 1930 Rev, E, H, Stonmel arrived in Los Angeles and within a 
Short time was able to rejuvinate Zion congregation in City Terrace, He als 
organized the Hollywood Evangelical congregation, which is now merget with 

Trinity Church, West Hollywood, 


"I 


| Upoyj the request of the District, the General Conference at Rochester 
in 1929 changed the name to California District, It is a s8ad commentary 

to relate that of the 64 churches started in California by the 0 Og 
Synod of North America, only 11 remain in 1949, 


Second Era of the Reformed Church in California —(1900-1940) 


In 1887 First Reformed Church, San Francisco closed its doors for lack 
of funds and mission support, In 1890 the San Francisco Classis was disbanded, 
bringing to a close the First Era of The Reformed Church in California, But 
a new Era was in the making, 


German Russian families » with Reformed background, were coming to 
California from North and South Dakota, Churches for these people were 
established at Lodi and later at Shafter, Hope congregation was started in 
1900 as a rural church near Lodi, The first pastor was Rev, J, Jungeblut, 
who came inbo the Reformed Church from a Fresbyterian pastorate, A church 
8P1it 800n occurred and Rev, Jungeblut went out with half his congregation 
and formed an Independent congregation called Zion Reformed Church, In 1909 
Rev. Wernly, who had previously been in Los Angeles, became pastor of Hope 
Church, In 1911, rural Hope Church split again, The twon members started 
Salem Church, The game ministry s8erved both congregations, Rev, Schnulle 
became the pastor of these two churches in 1911, Rev, Nuss in 1915, Revs 

Rittershaus in 1917 and Rev, Wm, FP, Thiel in 1919. In 1922 Salem and Hope 
C hes united and worshipped in the city, keeping the name Salem, In 1932 


In 1928, another Independent Church was started, which was also 
called Hope, The first minister was Rev, Zogg, followed in 1930 by Rev, 
F, Aigner and in 1932 by Rev, en Zenk, 


Salem and Hope Independent churches merged in 1943 to form Zion 
Reformed Church, Lodi, Shortly thereafter, Rev, Reuben Huenemann became the 
pastor of what today id the largest congregation in California Synod, 


; Ebenezer Church, Shafter, was organized in 1919 by Rev. Rittershaus 
0 Ft] oo before he returned to a pastorate in South Dakota, Rev, Wm, FP, 
This Regret to serve Shafter, which he did from L9L9-1.920, 
9 h0 108 Ls 
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In 1927 Shafter became an Independent church and called the Rev, G, Zum 
Zenk as first full time minister, In 1932 Rev, A, Funk became pastor and in 1939 
Rev, Robert Klaudt, 


-- 


The First Japanese Reformed Church in the United States was organized 
on October 30, 1910, in San Francisco, by Rev, J, Mori, In iþ* 1878 the Reformed 
Church had opened its work. in Japan, In the interval more than 500 Japanese, 
who had been baptized by aw mis8sionaries in Japan, had come to live in America, BY 
Mr, Mori had been a student at Heidelberg College, Tiffin, Ohio and later > 
graduated from Central Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio, thus being well 
qualified to engage in this work, 


When the Japanese work spread to Los Angeles and Red Wood City and 
other points, the Rev, Mr, Mori was made Missionary at Large, Rev, S, Kkowta 
continued the work in San Francisco successfully and Rev, K., Suzuki in Los 
Angeles, 

The most beautiful church of the denomination on the West Coast is 
First Church, Los Angeles, What Rev, J, Wernly had failed to do in 1872, 
Revs A, Steinebrey 8et in motion in 191h, The Rev, A. F, Lienkampfer 
Succeeded Mr, Steinebrey as pastor, and he in turn was followed by Revs 
G, Von Grueningen, Upon the death of the latter, Dr, Edward F, Evemeyer 
became minister of First Chirch in 1927 and served in that office until 
1940, when he was succeeded by the writer, Rev, Harold E, Ditzler, Revs, 
William F, Thiel is now the As88istant Minister at First Church, 


Trinity Reformed Church, West Hollywood, was organized in 1924 
by Revs Ms M, Noacker, In 1937 it merged with Hollywood Evangelical 
congregation to be known as Trinity Evangelical and Reformed Church, This 
was the first church built under the superintendency of Ur, Edward F, 
Evemeyer, who in 1921 assumed the superintendency of the Department of 
Home Missions on the Facific Coasts 


The First Hungarian Reformed Church of Los Angeles came into 
being late in the 1920's, The church has made splendid progress under 
Rev, Albert Hady and its present minister, Rev, Anthony Szabog 


First Reformed, Los Angeles, -------o=____ 176 
Salem Reformed, LOdi, -=============m_u=m_—m_—s _-; 

FirsT Reilormed, San Francisco, ———— ol 

Trinity Reformed, West Hollywood, ===---—= fs) 

Ebenezer Reformed, SNafter, -=--=========== 89 

Japanese Reformed, Los Angeles, ----=-=——— 59 

| Farst Hungarian Reformed, Los Angeles, ---- 52 
The first officers for California Classis, were----- 


President: Revs, Wm, P, Thiel, Vice President: Elder Gilbert Peck, 
Stated Clerk:-Rev, Francis J, Schmuck, Treasurer :-Rev, K, Nemekewa, 
Corresponding Clerk:- Rev. Sohei Kowta, | s; 
The last session of Californie Classis was held in First 
Reformed Church, San Francisco, on Janyary 31, 1940, On the 8ame day 


in Bethel Evangelical Church, San Francisco, the California District 
of the Evangelical Synod . of North America, met in its final ses881on. 


The next day, February 1, 1948, ,these two bodies united in the _ - 
organization of California Synot of the: Evangelical and tioned” Church: | 
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Presiding was Dr, Le. W. Goebel, president of the General Synod, 
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ED — Synod of hs Evangelical and Reformed_Church (1940-1950) | 


PTY The Constitution of the. Evangelical and Reformed Church was 

ac kp6na by the General Synod meeting in June 1938 in Columbus, Ohio. 

_ It was Ga Eo into effect January 1, 1940, One month later to the very day, 
California Synod was organized, The Rev. B. bh. Schelow, D.D., pastor 


of St. John's Church, San Francisco, was elected as the 'first president 
of the newly formed synod. 
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| The most characteristic apect of the Synod in the ensuing USCAUS 
lay in the field of Church Extension. 


Early in 1941, the Rev. Arthur W, Felkley,, who for several years 
had been associate "'pastor at First Church, San Francisco, w-s sent by 
the Board of National Missions to organize The Motningside Commmity 
Church in Inglewood, On February 15, 1942, this congregation dedicated 

a beautiful chapel, the gift of the Rev. Jacob Nuesch. After brief 
 ETOOATES by Rev, Felkley and his SUCCCSSOp Revs Paul Surbey, the work 
at Morningside came to a temporary s8tand still. It was then that the 


Board of National Missions brought in one of the ablest ministers of the 
denomination, Dr, Frederick Frankenfeld., 


Meanwhile, the Board of National Missions engaged the Rev. Harold 
E, Ditzler, pastor of First Church, Los Angeles, as Director of Church- 
Extension for California Synod, This involved work in three states, 
California , Arizona and Nevada, So that the work at First church "would 
not suffer under this arrangement, the Board provided the services of 
Ys Paul L., Gerhard, as assistant pastor of First Church, 


Surveys were made in Las Vegas , Nevada and at Phoenix, Arizona, 
Allocations were secured through Comity for the establishing of new 
churches at Burbank, Sherman Woods and Arcadia, California, Building lots 
and a parsonage were purchased in Burbank and the 8services of Rev, Guy dJd, 
Moyer were Secured early in 1946, when the Mountain View congregation 
in that city was organized, In Spite of the fact that more than 400 
persons had signified their interest in the Burbank Church and the 
worship facilities were taxed to over flowing, the Board of National | 
Missions could not see fit to grant Burbank a High Potential Rating and 
thus ass8ure the necessary financial help. Consequently, Rev. Moyer went 
to a challenging field in Illinois and the congregation at Burbank 


wa rartnnd | 

In 1942 the First Hungarian Church of San Bernardino, was organized | 

7 the Rev, Alois Krisik, who passed away in 1947 and whose Successor is ix | 
e Rev. Joseph Herezegh, ET 


By 1947 the Board of National Missions had apparently decided, 
g0 far as California was concerned, to put all its eggs in one basket. 


Accordingly, they invested or donated $ 110 , 000,00 to Morningside 
Church in lewood, When this church was completed and dedicated in the 


ng of 1949, Dr. Frankenfeld announced his plans for retirement. His 
SSC the Rev. John W, Flucke, began his new work September 1, 1949, 
1947, the Board terminated its sponsorship of a Director 
* Tax of 7 Cnuren - Bf rye. for California Synod and its s8upport of Dr. Gerhard 
& ES... _ #1 rSt Church, Los Angeles, In the latter church, Rev, Ditzler = 
4 <a, nated his pastorate on October 15, 1949, to 'become minister of. one 
—____ of the k ey churches of the denomination 4 "John's Church, Lansdale, Pa, 
_ B48 BUCCESS0Or, nn” HSERIR. Ae Gels Dom. became PARTSE of First church, 
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As the California Centennial. year of 1950 the _ 
Evangelical and Reformed Church is mindful of its slow progress in 
California in the days that are past. It is a sobering fact that 
in the twenty-one congregations of California Synod, there are ab present, 
less than three thousand members. However, the last word is not one 
o7 defeat, The Evangelical and Reformed Church is not a dying sect, 

Her 750,000 members across the nation constitute one of America's 
most progressive denominations, 


# 10 (Evangelical and Reformed Church) H.E.D. 


On June 26, 1950, in Cleveland, Ohio, the Zvangelical and | 
Reformed Church will unite with the Congregational Christian Churches 
to form a new denomination--THE UNITED CHURGH OF CHRIST, This union 
will bring new strength end vitality to hurches in Calitfornia 
and a new impetus for service . in the Kingdom of God, 


FINIS 


While 90 % of the above manuscript has never appeared 
in printed form before Tow appreciation for valuable information 
is hereby extended to Charles E., Schaeffer, Secretary emeritus 
of the Board of Home Mioolond of the former Reformed Church in the 
United States, andto the Rev, Paul Branke, early pioneer in 
California for theZvangelical Synod of North Americas, 


Information was also gleaned from the following 
Bibliography: =- 


| "BESIDE ALL WATERS" (A Study in Home Missions)-Charles E, Schaeffer. 
PE "THE MAN FROM OREGON" (John Gantenbein,D.D. )-Charles EZ. Schaeffer, 
| TNotes of California District”--Rev. Faul Branke, 

THistory of California Classis"--Rev, R.. Birk, 


115 
Selinsgrove®' Pa, 


October 30, "1949. 
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_ os the : 
ngelical United Brethren Chureh 


At an historich) General Conference at Johnstowmm, Pennsylvanis, 


” 
. % . 


T 16, 1946, "The Chureh of the United Brethren in Christ", and 


"II 
"5 Th 


Ce 
"9 1ical Church" were merged into one organic body, with 4500 


. congregations 2nd 750, 000 members, While the purpose of this Sketch 
bt WE SG to set forth the origin, the pioneer Missionary gvirit, and the 


. 


anding scope of the California Conference, it is only fitting to 


, F ingert a brief preview of the denominational background, 
EL -» ominational Backzround | 
| ? 
The Church of the United Brethren in Christ and the Evangelical 


—_ 


by EE Church ghare a common heritage, They were the. first two denominations 


] ge born on American 80il, Neither WAR the off-s8hoot of any other denom= 


L ——_ Ination, but were the products of the great "Revival of 1800" which 


\ . bd 


cmd Ht ruloard 


ept the Atlantic seaboard, during the last half of the eighteenth 


, - 
© je ; * » a 


 eentury, Both. were officially organized during the first three years 


- X 


th century, Their church constitutions and laws were 


goon after the American Constitution, end bear the marks of a _ 
tive democracy, ministers and leymen heving equal right of 
Both were pronounced in their anti-slavery and anti-liquor 
I, and f imly advocated Christian gocial and moral reforms, 
_of the United Brethren in Christ was the product of a 
ov Dy _under Rev, Philip Villiem Otterbein, His 
In Hs end el Otterbein, vas principal of the 
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635 oo 
Latin School of  Dillenbergs Germany y. bibthplace of William the 


Silent, Af ter his death, "Mother 0tterbein" moved to Herborn for its Ie 3 ? 
guperior educational advantages, where all six children were educated, 
Here, after graduation, , Philip William in 1748 Served his Alma rater. 


for four years, as &@ precepter and pagtor, At the ace of twenty- Wo. 
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he was ordsined a ininister of the German Reformed Church, 
In Uaroh 1752, prompted by the Wissionary urge, Villilem Otterbein 
enswered the call of the Dutch Reformed Church end sailed to America 
28 a Kissionary to the Germen 8speeaking settlers in Fenngslvenia, He 
settled at Lencaster, Here he experienced & richer and deeper 
religious life than he had oreviously knowmnse This genuine conversion 
followed him through his pastorates at Tulpenocken, Yrederick, You 
2nd Baltimore, It was manifest in nis powerful evangelistic preaching. 
NI Big Veeting! in Is8ac Long's bang & 1ennonite preacher, 
We Revs Wertin Boelm preached a powverTtul, -stirring gexmon, Mr, OTtTer=- 
bein, greatly moved, embraced Boelm, exclaiming "Wir sind Bruder" 
("We ere Brethren"), The expression had SLant 11 66Te in the ad 
"United Brethren in Christ", It was not the intent of Otterbein and 
Boelm to tound & new denomination, as with the gweep of revival 


meetings, when converts numbered thougznds, the need of & church o0r= 


gZanilza tion became apparent, Tnilllel CONT OP Enees vere held Ln bd, 


and azein in 1300, _ Otterbein and Bo elm Were elected 31Sn0p8s, Wwles 


. of digcipline were adopted, end the United Brethren Church was on its 


nora errmcooncemoreemn—nnamns.c : —_—_ - Y : | — : a X RT 8 NS) CI Cr FE AID AIAg CCC IIITES und 


Ways 
Migsl onary Spirit and Growth 


The Churcn is Arminian in Spirits highly AL. Its 
confession vf Poi th\Ztmple, IT centers on the Crogs of Christ, The 
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Atonement is fundemental, ALL men -are lost in gin, God, through 


1 8hop 0tteuins 
_ Led in 1814, Bigho" ASbury of the Hothodiet Church called him 1The 


_ F - 


Christ, saves from Sin, 2nd "Thogoever Will may comes, TT. 


an of retiring modeaty, towering above his fellows 
IN 21 0 A new Biehop 5Ucceeded to leadership, 
2mer. Ottervein and Boehm have been called the Peter 
= hn of , denomination? Bishop Newcomer, ordained in 1613, 
Pp Ot. 
es He organized new 
| Fe arches in Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, end made the long. | 
£2 # Journeys west of the Allegheny 'ountains, plentinsg the geeds of new | 
| Conferences in Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Ontario, Canada, His 
| PPT, personal Tourneal covers the thirty-five years of his active ministry, 
® It is doubtful if the 'splendid achiemments of 0ttervein and Boehm 
| could have gurvived but for the tireless zeal and organizing ability | 
of Christian Newcomer, | 
| : O GO | 
2 © i R In 1849, the discovery of Gold at Sutter's 1ill, turned the 
-\ eyes of the world to California, The gold rush was on, by covered 
| Wagon y around Cape Horm, end across The IgstThmus of Panama, Ships 
7 Trom all over the globe erowded Sen Frencisco Bey, end 100, 000 POP= 
ulation was teeming in the new city at the Golden G=te, ith the 
| vestward trek came the piloneet missionary, The Home, Frontier end 
; - 2 OS oreign Ifissonary Society of the United Bretnren Church was estab- z 
- Ee - Llig8hed in 1855S, with John GC, Bright as General Secretary, | | 
mr i In-1858, Revs ISrael SLoang, of Ontariog Canade, volunteeted as 
TE T ; mis8ionary to California, He left New York with his family to begin i 
E os | mork in this Sow field, erriving in San Francisco, He then took a 


= 


Cemer to Sacrfmento, 2nd wes met by Brother N, Dunning, who 


- TY 20k to his home in Vonument, California, On the lOth. of December 


te to the "Religious Telegoope", the. official publication of the 
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. T7 "T have been in California Zorty days end 1Hreached twenty - | ; 
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I have eight names of converts with which to form a clags", _ 
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This was characteristic of the man, He geve himself unregervedly to the xi DO | 
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work, Wo hardship was too great, no sacrifice too demanding. The first. 


clags on record in Celifornigee was organized &t Pupah Creek in Yolo 


ki 


County, and was the third religious organization in that County, Several 


other classes were orcanized Ss following year, end on Tuly9fh,, 1599, the 
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71Tst Quarterly .Conterence was held at Putah Creek, The members present 
were; Israel $S1oan, C, Hubberd, D, Troxal, D, Thompson, A, Chambers, 


We. Johnson, and J, Dollehide, The license of D, Thompson was renewed, 


and the Tollowing regolutions were passeds 


(1) "That we unite our efforts to put dom intemperence in our 
county", 

(2) "That we 8ustain our mninistry in cerrying out promptly the . 
prineiples of the churenh regarding .secret gocieties", 

(3) "Chureh VFestiv=ls, as in this country, hive in our oPINzon 

> 2, denoralizing intluence on Society in general, end a 

tendency to lower the stenderd of piety, If not to 
destroy It entirely, Therefore, we will Throw our 
entire intluence egainst them", 


- 


The Second Quarterly Conference wes held- at Monument on September 


20), 1359, "he roll call conteins the names of the followings V, Wilsey, 


. 


by, 


MN, Powell, MN, Dunnind, L, Dunning end Villilem Sweny, . During the next year 
A, VYusselman, J, EH, WVeyfield end J, Dollanide were added to the list oT 
ministers, and the nembership h-d reached 175, In the Quarterly Journal. 


of Decamber 16th, 1360, avpearss 


"On notion it wes agreed that-the brethren be :dvised to 


meet and orgahize into an Annuel Conference prior to the 
p meeting of the next General Conference", 


« 


In accord with the notion the preachers met at the home of De Troxely ” 
Jenuary 16, 1861, There they organized an Annual ConTerence in order 


tha at they might epply Tor recognition by The General conference in Yay 
of that year, Those present at that meeting were: Israel Sloan, who 
Wes elected Bishop Pro-Tem and Secretory, D, Thompgon and. JT, Dollahidae, 
Three charges were constituted and eppointments made, 


All west of the 
Sacranento River, including the Cache and Putah Creeks, 


” 
1 
to be called i 
Yolo end Solono Mission, with 7, Dollahide presiding, All below $1 


| Sacramento, - inoluding the Cumberlend | P03 IM Te ves erlled Jnofeiuſte 


nat | > 1 above Sacramento 
+ Sloan, who was also elected 
, ng of tnited Brethren minis- 
ed as an Annuel Conference, Eu 
_— | \ 
years the Conference has Togressed 8Diritually 2nd 
"It has a rich history, Through its ministry of both 
an | Laymen , It has made a rare contribution to tie commnities 
ome or the outTstanding loymen are Profess80r ler 
ple, who for twenty-six years was Superintendent of Schools of Los 
les, and in whose honor the Mark Kepple Hig!: School of Los Angeles 
me Lewis Stephens, ore © known as "The Lettuce King” of Calltſs 
- orniay Clarence Coe, formerly a member of the City Council of Los 
SS Angeles, EK. E, Hosteltler, perintendent of the Baker Home for retired 
© minisTers, and a guccegsrul orange growerz WV, G, Tannery, J, C, Snell, 
FE Thomas Hughes, and others who yere outetending in their nerrions, and 
SN were heevy Financial contributors. Outstanding ninisters of Celifornia 
| eons, and early promoters of the church, were Isresel. Sloens 
- s 1. Is Field, Frencis Figher, = TJ, Bauder, H, C, Shaffer, Logen Harter, 
: IL 8. Woodruff, LL, L. Epley , an outstending educator, who Tor & number 
of years gervec 28 President of Philomsth College, end TROME.S W, Ringlands, 
nh thor of this Sketch, 
g who presided over the ennual _s8essions of the 
& Conference prior to 1900, limited 8space permits of but brief 
" The list included Isracl Sloan (Bishop Pro-Tem), Daniel Sucks = 
A 2VCrs To. To Grossbremer, David Edwards, 7, Dickson, .Nicholes 
:41ton wr: ght (father of Wright Brothers of airplane TROr AY 
Kephart end J ol” S, Ville, | 


The ret; half of the twentieth century has been a "Period of. : —Y- 3 
Progress for California Conference, Tits historicel advence may well be | 


divided into four gections under the 8uperintendency of four outstenaing 


Bishops of the Church, nemely Nicholas Castle, Williem 1, Bell, William vE ? 
Ho Vegsninger and Ira D, Warmer, The quedrennium 1901- 1905 was a eritical 'F 


one, Progress had been hampered by en unfortunste secession in the Church, 
involving the dCenomina tion in litigation, The decision of Judee Howard 
Teft, later elected President of the United States, was fevoreble to our 
Ghurenhn, Years of growth Tollowed Tor California Cont erence, A pP&-T80n&&e 
wagſreported on ev=ery cherge, A i 8810n for Japanese wes opened at >zcra- 
mento in 1902, The sanme Year the Golden Gate 1isslon In 0aklend was 
established, The Whittier Chureh was organized In 1904, 

At the Topeks General Conference in 1909, 3Bishopd CGastle, because of 
failing health, e8ked Tor retirement, - He wes granted the relationship 
of Bishod Ameri tug, His report To Them Generel Conference Pa, tne 
following statistics for California GConferencegz there were 18 cat 


churches, WLIUMh © membershiy of l139; ats 


264845004 raiced for 21l yurpozes $14,951,003; v=slue of church and 
PATSONEge Propertiies 264,260, 00. Bilshop Castle was a strong vyereuas ive 
Dreacher, possessed of & wise and choice diction, & mystical salnt of PRE i 
He awekenecd in the churches a conscious need of consecrs ted Godly 11vinge 
He was often called "The Saint John of the Church", & 3Bishop beLoved, 

The Topeka General Conference did. two things of import to Colifornias 


—_— OP APEIOES i ————— Gn WE 


It ereated the Pacific Area of the territory west of the Rockies, includ- 


Ing iontena, It algo elecied © Bighop Tor the area, Willie 1, Bis who 
for twelve yeers hacd gerved &a8s the General SCcrelary or the Home and 


Foreim !''ission Board, He moved to Los Angeles, : | 


Bisho» Bell was 2, Man or unuguel pregence, commanding Steture, - ues 
Tegonent voice and rich VOOBMULary, 
throughout the nation, # 
interests, 


His oratoricel powers were recognized. "I 
e 8p0ke and wrote =moh. on moral end ono = | 
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: began at Tos Angeles Second Church” 
h 1 1930), Sen Diego in 1908, Kerman in 
0c co in 1909, Otterbein (now Bell Memorial) in 
In 1914, and the splendid church dedicated at Long 
It was & march of yrogress, The statigtioal cnary of 
A large perecentaze of increage; Vembership of Californie 
Sr en 2297; reised for all purposes for thet year $43, 784,00; 
TEM 1ue of ohuroh properties $252,198,00, 
The General conference of 1917 at Wichita elected Dr, Willlem H, | 
8gers Superintendent of Penngylvenis Conference, Bishop of the | 
fic ea, to gucceed Bishop Bell, who wes a8s8igned to the East District, | | 


_ 


He was preeminently an executive, & master of church edministration, 


itt SP IE: 


_ 


2 | : greet giver himself, he insvired the churches end-Conferences of the 


OL i i aa es 


— —District to the heroic in their finenciel programs, A minimm 82lery Tor 


Ed _ _pastors w.s get at $1, 200,00 and nparsonage, He promoted endowment. funds 


eachers! Aid, Conference Church Txtension, ind the Pacific area 


"> 


Fn ollege at Philomath, Oregon, Tis heroigm challenged all churches in 
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| putting acrogs the great Wnited mlistment Yovenent" apportioned to the | 


I of acific Conferences, The denominational objective was $4,000,000,00; | 
- th e Pacific Area's was $104,000,00, and was over-gubscribed, 
- L Mm 244i tion to thesge financisl victories, a vigorous ecanpaien of 
| eli added grently to the nenbersiip of Califormie. nonference, 
Xe | | 4 | 
> whole Pacific area, _ The report of the California Conference at _ Ez 
8e or Bi 8hop Weghinger®s edninistretion ghowed a nembersnip of 
OY : © Permanent Preachers! Aid fund of $9,325,003 & permanent | 
- Extension Pund of 413,035, 00; raiged for all PUTPOBEes 
,00, and a total propeety value of $421,739,00, The 3ishop was 
n near the close of his third quadrennium while on official = 
i ), the denominational headquarters, He 21ed 
i 8h0p A, By 8tatton Held the California oy 
: 4 "A Yester of- the Situation" | 
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with far-8igchted vision and daring enthusiem -= en embattled warrior, 
yet an arcent winner of men, His last official service to Calitomia 

conference was the dedicetion of the new church at Stockton in 1928, _ 
during the pestorate of L, Sg, Woodrutr, at a cost of $65,000, 00, 

Bishop Irs D, Warner the latest foiscopal leader wes elected at 
the General Conference at Akron, Ohio, in 1929, and assimed to the 
Pacitic Area, .He ceme with the enuwsleagm of vouth end with evenceligstic 
tervor, His consecrated energy 800n placed California conference at the 
head ot the Cenominea tion 1n per cepita giving, and lifted the Conference 


bi 


to selTeupport, independent of? the Generel ?ission Board, Debts were paid 
oZ7z from churcnes, and nev enurches nd yarsomeges erected,, Outstahding . 
2x20ng tnege 1s the new Rockridge Chureh at Ozklend, built at a cost of 
261, 000, 00, T-1s enterprise, one of the major projects of the denomina=- 


tion, spongsored by the Board of 1'issions, hes progspered, The membership 


is 405, Recently = Beldwin orgen was yurchased for the ehurch, and a set 


of chimes was presented as & memoriel to Villiem Parker Ford, JGhe-eomwinpeh... 
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Tost gratifying wes the establishing of the Covenant Church in the 


$dr& city of Pomona, as the regult of nersonal efforts of 3Bishop and WVrs, 


Warmer, at first in their own home, then in the Y,!,.C.A, The chureh was 


LL o--0 


orgenized with 24 menbers, following en evengelistic campaign conducted 


-by-Bishop end Mrs, WVarmer, Temporary quarters were gecured, wmilch were 


g800n inadequate, This church grew during the pastorate of Mrs, Warner, 


The new church building, aplendidl;. leoaowet in 2n excellent location, is 
2, credit to the city: and to the Conferences. IT is velued et $71,000, 00, 


nd hes & growing menberghip of 228, The present pastor: is J,kenneth 
Visnhart, 
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PFellowship and the Sunday School haves 


Att etion, received added inspiration, Two 


\»;a 


training the youth of the church for christian gervice, 


:\8 Tollowsy 


NE WS 91s | Conversions 24, reconsecrations 44, decisions Tor life gervices 
| 102, pledged to unite with the church, 30, Life work recruits 98, 
| to esteblisnh Temily tar 28, enrolled as tithers 71, to live 

SAY clean lives 127, to win one for Christ and the church 116 


mn and Progress of the Evangcelicel Church | 


1m 


— Jacob Albright founded the Evangelicel Church, It ws at first 


ealled the "Albricht Brethren, Albright becime the SIret Bishop, He | 


. 


received nis Spiritual eweakening Through The ministry of Adem Riegel, a | 


lay preacher oz the 0tterbein=3oehm rellowsnipe, Two early efforts Tor 


organic union of the Evangelical end United Brethren Churches were mace 
in 1313 and again in 1917, BPoth efforts Tailed of accomplismnent due 


to the fact that the Local ministers of the United Brethren Church nod j 


the right to vote in the Annual Conference, while only active ministers 


eo " 


had that right in the Tvangelical Church, 


; | The California Evangelical Conference had migsionaries ©t work 


Þ as early as 18364, During that year Christian FP, Deininger and 


Ti, 1ichael Gull came to San Francigco and San Joge, and in 1367 Rev. I. 0, 


Varquard came to gerve in the San Frencisco Bay region, The Pacific | 
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erence, under Bi shop Dubs, w2s organized in 1376, That same-yeor. 
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828 CO OnnY (98 ReV. F, V, Voegelein to the coast, He pushed | 


:eles area and the adj oining tormms of Anaheim and Sante 
was a man of keen vision and tireless consecration, Tn 1381 
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_ opened in Sacramento and _Oekland, The Pacific Conference in- 
tire Pacific coat. of the United States, 


mas vided and Celifornia was given Separate Conference 


180i 
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The first se8sion of Celifornia Conference wes. held at Santa Ana 


in 1334, There were five ministers and geven preaching places, The 


membership of the Conference was 257, Rev. PF, V, Voegelein was sent as | 


8 migsslonary to Japan -- an outstanding event for California Conference, 
A ConTerence camp meeting 8ite was purchased at Ganta Ana in 1829 for 
cemp meetings and conventions, In 1933 the Tvengelicel Church had grom 
to a Conference membership of 20953, Sunday School enrollment was 3088, 
The Christien Tindeavor numbered 739, and- the Vomen's Vissionary Society 


reported a membership of 587, 


Auxiliary Organization Nl | YT, 


Teritorious societies within california Conference not heretofore 
mentioned ares 


The Zundey School depariment with 45 ehurch gschools,: having 
669 teachers and officers, end an enrollment of 7348 scholarg., 


The Women's Society of World Service with s memberesnip of 
1735, including Christien Service Guilds, reportec at its 
1943 Convention, raised Tor all purpogses $17,217,00 for the 
Vear, and 1246 gubscriptions. to its monthly magazine, The 
World EvengeL", 


GEelifornia has a frowing Brotnernhnood, For two years, 1947s 
1948, it has sponsored the "orld Communion offering Tor The 
gtarving peonrles of war torm countries, ww ACh com ot Rh th OO 
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Two Benevolent Homes are in operation, The Burbenk Home Tor 
the Aged, with 47 guests, the average age of whom is 390 years, 
This' Home has excellent grounds, building and equipment, The 
Superintendent is Iyman 1, Light, The azssets of this plant 
amount to $135,000, 00, 7 


The Colonel-R, M, Baker Home near Puente, founded end 
endowed by Col, Baker, -of 7.08 Angeles, for retired ministers 
and their wives, is valued at $217,487,00, It hag fifteen 
09 LOSODs Each retired femily has its ovn home and family 

1ſ76, Root oh =7r— toner to + _— —_— 

21201 T of » $5 a S E Poe 6 - iy 
NE+. By %, Hosteller is the Superintendent, He and irs, I ; 
Hosteller generously pregentedgthe Bell Memorial Church, which _ 
gerves the. Baker Tome communi ty \aamw © fine electric eo Way" | 


Conelusion 
The union affected at Td ohnstomm in 1946 was' pregeded by twelve oY 
years of negotiation, Both churches were unified in s8pirite. No f os 


OY ” +8 - = 


= =_ 


- 
”» oe 


' 
” 


Re; Both ehurches were Aminian 1 
a kindred "Itinerant System" for ministerial - | 

Two major difficulties head to be regolved, | 

a churches, colleges, senmineries, devart- | 


and Þ Droperty endownents, 


the wisdom of both commissions of church union, end the best 


- / 


2 tion attorneys to unravel the legal Droblens. But it was done, 
| other rather emberrassing handicap wes the Very g8erious debts of 
: the denominations, The Seminary (Bonebrake at Dayton), the Otterbein 
gs ; Home near Hemilton Tor ne aged end orphans, the Publisning House at Cayton: ' 
- "wore all deeply in debt, Fortunately during Une twelve years of nego- 


tiations were great years for the payment of the debts, The United 
Brethren general debts alone of more than $2,000,000, 00 were entirely 
liquidated, and the rvengelicel Church mace equally szuccesstul efforts, 
Hesitation ceaged and the union at Johnstom was harmonious, VYot & 


ehurceh, not a single minister was lost by this merger, Vhile only three 


| years have passed since the new denominetion wes born, they have been 


____ momentous years, - 
| / 


The world was in the aftermeth of World Wer The properties of 


the churches in the foreign mission fields were & mass of rubble, The 


 _ elureh faced & heroic tagk of rehabilitation and relief, China, Jepany 
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ee 2; or Houges of worghip -- bombed out of exigtence, A great Kingdom Advance 
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to meet the crisis was promoted, overgubscribed and paid, The 


Tg" , 


erhood of the church was arouged to interest and action, Confidence 


"a l 


.&h hope grew that in: this union, the prayer of Christ in meagure 
Lfilled that these churches might indeed be one, 


% = 


yp 


wt 4 


wt » sf 3 
AS or nat 


oY 45 

"ME 42 
. "v Os Bt ak {3 
=» b_ 320 s Ac 
0 OR SATIN Ns 


5 


"3 i 


% F ; ated 


- 
f - 
* j 
. ! . 
' 
: 
E : 
l 
: 
[i 
| , 
\ [ ' 
- 
= 
% F 
\ 
[ 
- F 5 : 
5 
" : p o 
_— 
þ- Pp R 
, i 
= *: 
/ ” d g ” 
SS . 
F . 
; J 
- 4 
% ; : 
l ; R . 
- 
= 
. . 
- . 
N ” 
- 
* 
, ” ” - * 
< . 
y Py 
% 
F . 
- 
. z 
0 
» k % 
- 7 . 
- : - =. 
» 
. 
- 
- s 4 - 
> k . 
. 
of 4 
- ' - 
. 
= . T , 
» 4 i _ 
* 
- 
*, - 
" 
e * 
” . 
« 5 e 
. . = 
- 
- 
o 
o 
, 
- 
% 
- . 
- 
- * 
. 
A _ 
/ 
+ 
, . " 
x 
. 
- 
. 
- = 
\ " X 
: 
- 
* 
_ 
- 
L £ 
- 
, 
- 
- 
- : a 
” 
. 
. * 
- 
- 
” 
# 
o 
: . Py 
L 
a - 
. 
, ” 
"x% ye LAs 4 Why S ER f Wore Ys 
. = = "> 8 » nd. Wn, "7 6In2 a 8 s i” ey Fo Os SY i WIT w ELANTY OF 77 Wa 
« N $4 : TRIS, 
— - ——— " 
— a Wm ® b» LE IR Te TDN PIC w wer FO irs, MO Stir ny " 
” . 
. 
IA... 
AY - 


. oo _ 7 5 p . \ "Y * 2 
2 * 
4 « oe 5 LIL 5 , pe 
- if s 
Fu £F% » y c - F "s 
W 
4 . 
1 "A- 
l 5, SP - s : #” ay 2 ' . x . ; KO | A » 
nn þ R RR +, * U te E ® T2, - Pg $A 7% * ; - Y (1 7 wal ay p; FIT 7 \ wo. ”_ FR 1 Pat TS. - A, =p "oF" Ly to - - os A # =% "IN k 
o D p x & a & _ + 7 TON i 4 a> ſy - 7 : "Px 8 _ l 4 ? F * (5 % £6. \ £3 : ' eb Fl x C C.- : : 
by ”. » , , © 6 y "4, : os : - LTY 4? l : Rc If , d 
3 REN Fx EE” Ga! - 6.4 : b 4 : —— . F-2Y ; 2 4 Y my _ PSALE WO, Yo i Sn il + - 6 \ i*4 *+p p I 
% x AE \ W \ 4 - I y p =2* 70, -£% 42 C C C1 "1 "#; FE IX ASS «A + . : _ I C RY, 0 4 * of 4 : , : 
ROE l os L Wn / "az l TL ST rp 1 Y ( y \ G , \ n "% p 
FY l LY, C = 2 - . = Y - - - 2 
0 > F1 
—_—_ b 4 _ - kd 
fone 7 , TIES Of SE Nr eds BE / 
poll p v : \ « ” Lo SEK &, Lt ts, WR y . , . f 
bf Bk . © YVIFs'y V k o F218 wo 5 0 S q LE _ , Ty _” '* ” . - ? C * \ 
1 OE "IT »,% mn +0 * «3 ® Res « 3 c 
RY « 65 oY #k% 4a KP mer, ”C : oe Wk, 1 þ SR. I a " Labe 340 Ls 
» "h as Nw F%. wk 3 nr rat, abs 4p WV; eee Meye.p a A 4 meſa. "I- + % * \ ) *Y%>, , wn * 
- %' 3" Fn at & Ing. ſd No v4 WH ; WW. K7 wo AC TICS TR, by 3 4... k b Y 
- We 5 Pe, - / —- +> js "3. # w\ D _— —\f s £ 4 v N 
% » - 
, 
. . 
: 
: « o 
—_ 
\ «4 
_ , 
: 
. 
. 
. 
- 
= 
: 
. 
> o —. s 
40, LEN . TEAS T2 'q 37:4 ; 
go < by - 4 ju 3 - bk by 
SES E £4 4 x FL LES: SIN” Y 
>, 2 SR. . * £\ 1 Y.3 
of Bo , 2 i#*Þ - Ws * © has "4 - 
REI SAI EIT d Pr IE 
* I $ "rs - =. * 4 SC ” y 
þ > V - » > ” AS © \ 
I: Kt I Sx >> ) - 4 : 
Kd gy rp hoy crane Pda ed hy ea tr oo ID. foe Fun oF: : ww $9 gx, ts Gp s >. 
on ears dy AEST FREONCeAy 2, , > ' 4 
"Bog... xy £45 —_ OE « 
L%, 6 4 ” , _ . 
4 4 $7 - ' « \ x 
= * = , as 


COMMUNITY CHURCH MOVEMENT 
 Joseph 3, Fox OI 


> Commmity Church Movement, is not'a church, nor a den- 


2% —_ p* " 


ion; not in any way a s8uperior ecclesiastical body with 


. : . Mn . 


. : _ 


© Subordinate churches responsible to it; it is simply a movement. 
” | Because it, is moving very fast just now this article will be j 
LY in the nation it has well-defined roots dating from World | 
x7 — Wars I and II, Evidently every time our country faces the | 


. -Stresses and strains of war there comes a parallel urge to ret | 


| together spiritually, This is inherently a democratic, lay- 
men's movement; it is usually originated by the people, of the y- 
| people and for the people, Both its strongest and its weakest, 
feature is that is has 1ittle beotoalastical 3ense.. The con- | 
_aAition throughout -the nation is mirrored almost with exactness | | 
in the great cosmopolitan State. of California, 4% 
Ek At different stazes of its evolution the movement has been 
© characterized by Tunion” churches, "federated" churches and 
© neommnity” churches. At the present time the term "community" 
0 Oh | 1s 50 popular with the laity: that a large number of new churches , [i 
ational, doctrinal or otherwise, us. the term Jonewhere = 2H 
eir nomenclature; it has great pulling power in raising 


d in other elementary processes incident to the estab 


Ll 
PARIS 
2%, ; | 


3» ES Bb 
* «S,- Ty » 
þ. 33 >”, , . 
\ 1 Bk ate x LIED m 

Y Ly p, . ſl x. hk, ud " 

by Cd OP Lot dh vw Y 


. 


' a new church, RNS | 


” 


v ” 
: : 
, bl - y ” 
. ry o Ss 
[l a0. - 
: 
l 
* | 
- 4 : 
: 
i : 
,. : 
% p l 
Ms G 
- 4 


o * 


= 
« | | | 
C T : 4 +> . R 
/ ”, ) " q a - = - 
£ 5% 4 ; x4 (Y : way, # S } . Fs. A 
ty” " £*.Y &* bob, >. ot s f 
4 
P q 
% w 4 
F « ® " : 
9; k p . 
eas. " &. £ 
"I. 81 bh . % '* © .* 
" . 4 ' E ny” . : 
” « 3 — 4 k is p 
. ob Ten FE : " : L 
-» web 1h. n \ 3» hh "" «0 —_—— bh 4. l . Ons on 
CUES ISR ICC Engin oc 
"AE x my *Y E372 G : . l ” - , 5 A , < 
LID 4 > 3 + bf» $5.9 WW - d \ - p by k ” 

OG 4 v Fa, + hs 4% - 
n " [—_ 


OY. 
3h 
WO PF 


rn orpeany SANs! « 
+. 4 wn C * 
4 "8. 4 


4.7 


. I; o ” kl 4 4 I w .* me xc T - > "4 2»>44 RS” > 54 F, *. > C'S ACh I og and Re Z Pi > FT a 4 wt bk. of % W”. 
AD o F y b ® % . : bo X Aw "ev > 6% " eX ” * T2. OILERS : 1 LS ROSELLE ENS % £3 Wot Wes 4 -S- L-42S %; Ks 4 ws; 
Da, : . { ' : : 4 ax ! $3 ; | l » WC She. 4 I Fo 7th PB OI 54 BW NE Oy, oo. MEN Ig lp PDT any LE IE, 
| | py | VA OE IEEE CO ed coy PE In De Bn one In oo ves 
bi / 4 c . "kh" 8 # . .L $ $4 . \ bt," wg, 4 *, 1 > 
- , Hh zz _ - 4 A+ y s 4 EL EEY «Be + 4; - "i E Was E/ l 
—_ [2 - — %® * - 
” B< > « 
fl b - i : ” þ ye 
Y » % tt v7 
GA 
4 * 1 
A na 
7 h, « _ \ * \ l - 4 MA « hen 
- ws dl "9" ” dad ances b ; ; , 
, > \;" l 1 ALES , 
* « r oY \ + $746 A jo 
- 4 3. : P s 4 - + 4 WHY xj 4 __ OBI. REO. FC ON 4h Ga A . 
- "4 ws) s . l ”» "os AE SO EIT g _ AT 00S >. 
3% b oe . | : I . . ; BY ; 6 5434 An S4 ; $6 TR, Dep oY 7 * g aq. ces CI IISS»/ - "Y : * L , M5; a1 . . * 
*&% . : « 5 T4 £ A 8 + 7 "Ms. q FE; l MY > J j ' *l " 
d : Ys . £ *\ , . $4 a4" v ”% _ CELLARS Fw: WES - I a F * OE 
l * « t : p ' : ” py was mb *% tt Te) to * OTE CS & þ g 
8 A ul R . \ y . > . v = . A ts » 6 bk. E NIE PRESS ALTER 422; CO , k S 
Y . [mas - a : bu ' 5 o 3 g | ”- y . + - ? . RY IFN ..+ 2, oj p $24, +45 .. " *F K5 "7 # A 4 6,8 > : 
- . . « Y Y, © ws - 4 ba »" 7* % Th , 204 MACS "Es - 7, RES "0 \f > _ 
: : & - , 7 85 Ky "By 4 Fo Is : 
0 _ v o b © y 0 —- 23 9. SA > 
| ; 4 CS OY IN F 
» I b . 
ge - . s . $3, - r 
- > \ 
__ — . . FR 04s \ 
. « P 4 + 6 C hh i- . «& 
-- F (4 
a - » 
A 
= 
a 
£ "= 
Fi ; 
Jl , —— Y 
LO" * 
BY ” 
-”- +1 
4 £< "4&4 
. - dy 2 
d y 4.48 
"ty <& 
- * $» 
ot 
J 
% . 
_- 
X 
. Mt 
- < 64 A 
-- 
of 
# . 
-*& 


for the -express purpose of zetting people of all or no denom- ”Y 


mY 


inational heritages into one harmonious conererati on, with the 


hope that by so doins the whole relisious need of the community | 
might be met by one strang united church, Many of those organ=- 
1zed 'here a century of SO ago were knom as "union" churches, 
although s8ome of them changed later to the term "federated," | 
Zxamples of these are the San Gabriel Union Church which dates | 
| its history back to the arrival of Mrs, Victoria Corona, a 
| 3panish Protestant, to the San Gabriel Valley in 1249, A new 
_ building was erected in 1936 and a Sunday 3chool unit added in 
| 194%, The Sunday School enrollment is over 1100 and a new Chris- 
tian Day School from pre-Kindergarten to the eighth grade is | 
now projected, Dr, Ralph E, Stewart 1s the Fastor, Another _ | 
| is the Union Church of Cupertino which had its rise in the 1860's, 
Fs Their present large modern structure was erected in 1910, with | 
an educational unit added in 1922, This church's Secretary of [ 
Trustees tells of two other Union ca; one at Jaratoga and | | 
the other at Santa Clara, both of which use the term "federated". | 
: | It has been difficult to secure precise details of all : = 
| © ehurches dating back to World War I days, but we presume the — = *Y 
| Fontana Community Church in Riverside County and the Piedmont | | b 
Commmity Church near Oakland should be listed here. The former | 
unites its members by a covenant rather than a creed, and the . [22 
DN . Piedmont Community Church is "bound not by a creed but by a. | Ll 
PUrPORs; the Jemonstration of Christianity as'a way of livinge#2 | || 
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> Goleta Federated Church, organized as a Union 


o 3 : 49 , o & \ Y . - 


oY ut, a year later changed to the more modern 
>f Federated, They use ministers from various denominat= - 


tons, but, never the same denomination twice in succession, They 
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_ allow members to Join them without severing membership with 


Cal 


thi o1d church, I _ CI 
none urches demonstrating the third root growth, conn- | 
- eoted with World War It, may be mentioned the Lakewood Village 
Church near Long Beach, the Neighborhood Church of Palos Verdes, 
_ organized *in 1937, the Boulder city Church Jjust across_the line 
i Neveds, but organized In Southern Callfornia thru the coop- 
_ eration of the Federal Government, the Home Missions Council. 
and the Department of Comity of the Southern California Council 
of Churches. There is also the 01d San Diego Community Church, 
| housed in a very old historic adobe building on the site, where 
_ California's Christian civilization began on July 1, 1769, This 
ch has coined the term "ma1tilenominational" to express its 
EI. ge to work with all church groups as well as individuals, 
5 Joys the endorgement of the\San Diego County Ministerial 
NO, the San Diego Council of Churches. It was Þ 
1 1% 1, "Mo young churches are those at Heriderson, 
5 to Boulder City and the La Fresa Community Church 
A San Diego. OE. Rr PE | 
2 TG) ne ity" churches are denoninational- | : 
Re > ecumenical aims to serve the whole 
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community and minister to all people alike (regardless f den= © © | 
ominational heritage or lack of it) are stronger than their £ 
denominational loyalties. Kokhere is the fluidity of. the comm.  _. 
unity church movement more evident than in this'class, Such 
| churches are literally flowing both ways: some towards the 
pure community type, others to the denominational fold, It | 3 | 
would be impossible to prelict which of these will permanently 
give their strength to the movement, and whi ch will feel it | | 
necessary to rely upon their denomination more and more, Fin- 
ances play an important part at this point, and as has been 
stated before, the Community Church Movement is not a chureh, 
not a denomination, has little ecclesiastical sense and nof 
Subsidy fund, There is a large class of 8uch churches among | 
wlch we mi-ht mention the Foneington Community Church of 3an | 
Diego, the Church of the Wayfarer at Carmel-by-the-Sea, the | | 
ehurches at Imperial, Palm Desert, Falm Springs: Millbrae, f | 
| Sherwood, Lucern Valley San Carlos and the Neighborhood Church - | 
of Fasadena, Gi 5 | | 
The third Hrs the standard denominational-community | 
| — is-was accomplished by the denonination, ___ De. I: 
| for the denomination «ith 3itoratiars. polity, ritual and organ= . | 
; ization a1l enominati onal, but. who find the term "community" Is | | 
| | a valuable asset, at, least in their organiz-tional Stares. Even RA 
a mong these there is considerable variety of ecumenicity. or $2.5 
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180 finds the term "community" useful. 


and their chief interest is in 


nk the world needs, 
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Their zeal for their doctrinal position exceeds their understandirg 
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1g the 1930's through the generosity of Mr, Hoover, 


> ; - 


gnate, a strong effort was made throughout 


ion to get, the community-centered churches together, 
It, -ceased when the grant was used up, but made a consider2ble 
the midwest, Onio al the New England States, 


1,6, at Roy A. Burkhart's First Community Church, Columbus, 


| By National Council of Community Churches was organized 
? -_; 4 is making considerable headway. At its recent Convention 
: - __ at, Berea, Kentucky it was decided to merge with the Biennial 
| _ Council of the Independent Colored Churches, Official papers 
ns — now being dram up under the name of The tention) AS8S- 
” of Community Churches. . In Gouthern California a 
the National has recently been organized and another | 
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— Is contemplated 80on for Northern California, That, line of | 
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tted to working for a United Church in the | 


, - 


ited Nations, and pledges that it will 
as the denominations combine tozether _ 
rch, It seems altogether likely that 
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2 - | The Society of Friends, generally called Quakers, arose 


: VE. wa G land about the middle of the L et omth century, George Fox, 
Is "Coarddae of the new religious movement, began his ministry in 1647. 
5 ____ The positsi on of the Friends was the logical conclusion of the Prot- 7 
: _ estant Reformati on, and marked the culmination in the development of 


doctrine which had been advancing by irregular stages for more than 


a century. They proclaimed the truth that man's salvatio is a per- 


o 


gonal matter between his own @ul and God, and does not depend upon 


| _ the intervention of the Churgk in any of its offices, or by any of 

\ its of ficers, in the administration of any rite, ordinance or cer- 
IE . © emeny whatever, They accepted the doctrines of the Apostolic Age of 
ES the Church, and distinctively emphasized the truth that the Holy vpirit 


" enlightens every saul to reveal its cmdition and make the individual 4c 
| the need of a Savior, They emphasized the further truth that Christ's 


pro mise to plant a new life in thesoul ard ati de there to give it 


E % 


. Ueght, to feed it wiltth the bread of life and to lead it into all truth, 


PoE 


of RS _ had become a practical reality, to be now and experierc ed by every 


* . ” 


HR true believer, They proclaimed that the true baptiam is that of Christ 


Rs, Himself, who baptizes Wis people with the Holy Spirit, and that the 
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Lin. true cmmunion is the spiritm1l partaking of the body and blood of 


- 


2 / F » 


ES 7 _ Jesus Christ by faith, and that there is no fom or degree of sac- | 


on dotalism in th e Christian Church. 


eo RT The clear and vigorous message as to the freedom and the 8pirit- 


=, *: « " . "_ 


ity of the Gospel attracted multitudes of people who had Sought the 
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" because it was cons idered that the term Church belonged to 
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, and that no portim of that body had. a right | 
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to as88ume to itself a name that implied any exclusim of dthers. The 


-- 


practical aspects of the use of "gociety" instead of "Church" were found 


i 


in the fact that the claims of the Established Church, totalitarian as 
they were, made it necessary for Friends to identify themselves in another 


way, In recent years, however, Friends have taken their place in "God's 


4 1, 44 AKA 
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Denominatim Garden", and many Yearly Meeting now use the term "Church". 
The Hes WPriends " was adopted in accordance with the declaration of The 
Master: "Ye are my friends if ye do watsoever I command you" . For a time 
the members dalled themselves "Friends of The Way" and "Friends of Truth", 
The term "gualer" arose in 1650 when ee Jusiice Gervase Bennett, of Derby, 


derided George Fox wten Fox and a group of Friend s told the Justice and 


his court to "tremble at the word of the Lord". os wept” 


I 


5 +4 &f 


- 
LO od kf n—_—_— orowWes- 3 of- 's J po ”- 


- 


_ 
& x PE S + 0-2 0 T2 - -_- 


 . 


Friends came to America 800n after the body aro Se in tngland, New 
England Yearly akin Was et abli hed in 1671, or earlier; Baltimore 
in 1672; Virginia in 1673, and joined Baltimore in 1845; Philadelphia in 
1681; New York in 1695, by New England; North Carolina in 1698; Ohio in 
1813, by Baltimore; Indiana In 1821, by Ohio; Western, including Indiana 
and Illinois, by Indiana in 1858; Iowa in 1863, by Indiana; Canada in 
1867, by New York; Kansas in 1872, by Indima; Wilmington in 1892; by 
Indiana; Oregon in 1893, by Iowa; and California in 1895, by Iowa. 
The hietory will include frequent reference to the terms "Tearly 
4 Meeting", NNETIEIE Meeting" and "Monthly Meeting", The denomination 
of Friend s 18 composed of Yearly Meetings, the term designating —_ 


assembly for the purpose of fellowship and business. Each Yearly Meeting 


18 independent in the transaction of its business, but a bond of wnion is 
maintained by annual correspondence between them; by issuing and receiv- 


ing the credentials of ministers for special service; by granting and 
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receiving certificates of membership in cages of COT, and by Joint 


Redo anita in religious and benevolent enterpries. 
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became it convenes once a quarter, 
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K rs of the ? nthly "eetings wit hin its limits and 
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- The quarterly Meeting has tre 


F Y! 
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inue a Monthly Meetin g, or to unite two or more Mont hly 


g 


power to establish, div- 


resentatives to the Yerly Meeti ng, busine 8s 


7 L i OE. ; 5 is pr ayerful ly con 8d ered nd recamendations forwarded to the Yearl 


EE er op, Meeting menbership in atte dance for acti m, 


"Ig i 


| ; A Monthly Meeting, which mebts for business once a motrth, is an | 


on 


organization of me or mare cangregati as, and consists of all those 


| 2 h s who are entitled to be recorded upon its list of members. | 
| One congregation of menbers is call a "mee tin g" or Church, It is under 
; _____ bhe superviaim of ministers and elders as to its spiritual interest , 
| and of oVIrBeers as to the moral con duct of the menbers, The busine 88 
affairs & a cm gregation or "meeting" are cared for by the regular A 
officers and by mach committees as may be ap pointed by the Mohbhly Meeting. | 
| 2 Es | California Frie ds belong to the body knomn as the "Five Tears 
XY Meeting of Friends in America", conasisting of elevm Yearly Heetings 
EF © = "whch pan the emmtinat. | 


\* . Lo 
"£08 
LRN 
k . 


4 c OT C p i ts FIITY "x be y 
\ & au pf \ p ey \ n w, SS) 5 c T%a) Ck 1 be 3.0.5 


Saad, 0 tory 


 Chapreret-- THE RIPPLE 


a Friends Colony in California, He had traveled twice to the golden 


of the State discussed. The high prices of land "and other difficulties" 


made the search a discouraging one. A thre 


\/ 


A concern in the 8s oul of a Quaker is like a stone throm into TE 1 p 
Still waters, The ripples from the impact spread as far as the water 


extends, So it was, when Aquila H. Pickering felt the concern to form 


State during the years of 1886 and 1887, Those were the last days of 
the famous "Vigilantes" and undoubtedly he was deeply impressed with the 
st,ories about former years when lynchings Were common, cattle "rustling", 
horse stealing and sheep killing were an evening's entertainment, 

Previous to his trips, some Quakers had responded to the challenge 
WWestward Ho!" and were scattered throughbut the State, not knowing the 
whe reabouts- of others Friends, AquilJa Pickering visited a number of 
those Friends, and of his travels he writes: "The idea of forming a 
Friends Colony in California was in one way ilmpressed upon our minds and 
hearts -by observing the need as well as the opportunity for educatimal 
and Gogtpel work as we traveled from place to place during a first and a 
recent visit. There s8eemed an open field which Friends might occupy 
and in 80 doing ought to exert a great influence for go00d," 

Natural Ly the camcern was Shared far and wide with other Friends, 
and it grew to the nolint of ED le We He in'the "American Friend", the 
denominatiomal pullicatim, for those who would be interested in pioneer- - | 


ing a Friends Colony in Califomia. __ 


50 intense was the interest on the part of several families that 
they asked Aquila and Hamnah Pickering to return to California and make | 
a s8electlon of a locatim they th ought would be' best suited for colon- 


ization, Early in 1887 they traveled from Sacramento in the north as ; 5 


far 8outh as San Diego and from there to Ensendda, Lower California. 


Friends were visited wherever possible and the merits of the various parts, 


e-months 


Y : 


Stay in Los Angeles 


Y 


WED fy , and after much consultatim with local Friends, the 
| s ra , h and Turnbull ranches were purchased, 4 total of 368 : | 
Fa me gouth and west 48s of the Puente hills became 
> Þ ;y of a newly organized "Pickering Land and Water Company" which was 
Fen wy ter incorporated and became the base of operation for setting up a Quaker 
ef. os el in California. Jonathan Bailey, as president of the new company, moved 
| _ to the ranch house on te property; John Painter served as Vice-President ; 
Hervey Lindley, Treasurer and Secretary; T.E., Newlin and Eleazer Andrews 
_ "D ou as board ATE Op quila Pickering refused the honor of ay of fic e 
— returned with tis wife to his hane in Chicago to report their success. 
The ripple on the still waters of Cuake rdom was now becoming a wave 
; en of enthusiagm reaching t oevery eastern and mid-westem Yearly Meeting . 
: OI TEK : Many who were in ill-health looked to the mild climate of California as an 
"KF ane aid to recovery. All caught the spirit of concern expressed by the Picker- 
2 0. ings for an eduwatimal an d Gospel min istry on the west, coast to help stem 
| the tide of evil 80 apparemtly rampant.. 
4 $7 = | To study the leaders " the movemert westward is to di scover the 
, I, character of the colony -and RY e$t.abli shed on the Pacific coast, Honesty 
R es : and integrity, permeated by a deep spiritual cm cern and minsstry served to 
k ” RED be the 1ife-sustaining factors in the dil fficult days of prosperity and | 
> ROY easim., Often when the. water was scarce, leterally and figuratively, 
| T > ots of sterling character drew upon X67 springs of Faith , Justice and 
wt COUSNESS to refresh all mo had come to the "promised land", 
2 leqncert" wavg-Of ,& 
pAom/Of 
he "healing | 
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NEW CH ANNELS Mp 


\ 
The prospect of a Friends colony gave new zest and interst LO the 
FEST | Friends me etings that had already been establisted in the years 
previous to 1887, In 1860 Robert Lindsay and wife, during the course of - 
a general visit in the United States, visited "alifornia and found a number | 
of Frieds living in the central part of the State. During the following ; 
decade several Friends traveling in the niptey made visits to California 
; and encouraged meetin gs for war ship wherever they f ound Frinmmds settled, 
| The first regularly establimed Meeting was held at San Jose, William 
| Hobson and his brothers with (ome other Friends had located there and a 
Monthly Meeting was s8et up on February 13, -1873, subordinate to Honey Creek 
| Quarterly Meeting, Dowa, James Canney served as the first Clerk and his 
wife, Jane M.F, Canney was the first minibter of the Gogdpel to serve as 
| 
Pastor of Friends in Califarnia. 5 
In the year 1882, the e8mall number of Friends living in Pasadena and 
| Sierra Madre conmere ed bolting meetirgs in their homes, The fi rst service 
was held at the hone of William Sharpless on the John Ball place, July 23, 
1882. Fifteen Friends attended. The following months saw a considerable | 
1ncrease of Friends moving to Pasadena, me by July, 1883, a place of wor- ; 
ship was rented and 6 Sunday School started, Springdale Quarterly Meeting | 
of Iowa was requested to establish Ri Meeting and Pasadena Monthly | 
About the same time Pasadena Friends were organizing , another group | 
Settled in the Orange Courty village of EL Modena. They had moved from -» ; 
-Noaper quarterly Meeting in Kansas, and included the following who were 


1isted as representatives when Pagadena Quarterly Meeting began: William 
Nicholson, William EB, Morris, William &. Mills, Mahlon H., Newlin, Samuel 


D. Coffin, Elizabeth Newlin, Naomi Hadley and Margaret B, Smith, A Sunday 


Pchool was s8tarted in 1884 and a meeting for worship held in connection with Þ + 


it. at first known as Earlham Monthly Meeting, later EL Modena, it was, 
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Meeting, Kansas, in November, 1886. 


-— x 


£ Pasadena and Earlham Monthly Meetings, fe@ling 


p, gunited in requesting the organ- 


erly Meeting by the concurrent action of Iowa and Kansas 


Veetirg 8. The request was granted, and appropriate minutes from 


5 ” 


Prig%# 7s « - 4 


both Yearly Meetings wre recd. ved, Kansas releasing Earlham (El Modena) 


= © to Join with Pasadea to form Pasadena Quarter ly Meeting under the care 
; E | _ of Towa Yearly Meeting. 


OE os Colohization was getting into full awing in Southern California by 


> == yhe fall of 1887 and one of the first acts of the new Quarterly Meeting 


was to establish two Churches of its om, nameay Whittier and Wildomar, 


EY The name for the new s ettlement at the foot of the Puente hills 
- wee. was chosen at a meeting in the office of Hervey Lindley at the suggestion 


IE of M.D. Jahnsam, then City Treasurer of Los Angeles, and warmly endorsed 


——_ 


=" by Bizabeth Grinnell of Pasadena. Correspondence with the poet Whittier 


EY. brought the followng interesting response: 


; =I Dear Tom, for whom the flowers are born, 
2 Ro 7 | Stars shine, and happy songbirds sing, 

BH What can my evening give to thy morn? 
OE PRE, My Winter to Thy Sprin g? 


CS A life not void of pure intent 
Ee mall desert of praise or blame; | 
EDS EW The Love I felt, the Good I meant, 
PIE I leave Thee with My Name. | 
- The establishment of the colony is inseperable with that of the Church 
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ttier. Jonathan and Rebecca Bailey moved to the ranch home pnrchased 


'» 3 


i by the Pickering Land and Water Company and on the first Sunday of their 


=» 


held an hour, wrship wth two other people present, William Straw- | 


Ralshouse, Services continued in their home until the | 


V 4 


built at a cost of $1600.00, The mall, neat structure 


wt 


2leted on the Whittier tomsite. By 1917 the 


> ranch home grew to a House of worship ON 
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rapidity with which new channel s were shaped for these "s,i1l waters" as 


_— 


they flowed westward, 
In 1885 a few families of Friends settled in the little commmity 
of Wildomar, 35 miles 8outheast of Riverside in San Diego County. Having 


no place to worship, th e 8 hool-house was made available, though not yet 


Sheet wh oh Aa 35 Ht _- Wu 
> INE ED | 
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compieted, and a union Sunday School was organized. A worship service 
| followed the Sunday Scho ol hour, and the Friends Church took its place 
in another growing commmnity, The Wildomar Tom Company donated two lots 
zn 1887 and a pod church building was erected in the fall, In November 
of that year Pasadena Quarterly Meeing established the 11domar Monthly Z 
Meetings. 
The same story of rew chamels cut out by the steream of Frierd s 
moving west is repeated in the establimmment of Alamitos Monthly Meeting 
by Pasadena cartons Meeting in August, 1891, In 1887 two families 
of Canadian Friends, John a1d Susan Beckett, and Alfred and Mercy Beckett 
with their three children, settled on an eighty acre farm in the Alamitos 
a district near Garden Grove, Far mer neighbors in Canada heard from 
the Becketts frequently and s800n joined them, They included Henry and 
Mary A, Hansler with their family of boys and gi risz James R. Swayze and 
others, The ch 001-house was offered for Sunday School use when these | 
Friends sought to bring their children up in the "nurture and admonition' Zn 
of the Lord," The Sunday School became the Ton around which the Church | 
g800n grew, and after Several Serles of evangelistic meetings held by prom- | 
inent Friends preachers, a Church building, 24 by 36 feet, was built, paid | 
for and dedicated. On September 9, 1891, Pacadena Quarterly Meeting | 
F | | established the Kort hly Meeting cal led the Alamitos Friends Church . Ella Bp | | 
C.,Veeder, formerly in the party of evangelists, was called to gerve as Paswor,. F 
The first Friends Meeting at Long Beach wa conducted by Mary M. Brown | = 
x = on February 2, 1888, and the two following Sundays by Edward C, Siler of Mens * $4 
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were converted in revivals 80 that Friends falt 


-/ 


Jeremiah Grinnell was called 


to be pastor in September, 1890. 4A request to be established as a Monthly 


Meeting was forwarded to Pasadena Quarterly Meeting, and in May, 1892, the 


request was granted, | , 
| Aquila Picker ing's vision of "an open field which Priends might occupy 
and in ao doing ought to exert a great influence for go od" was shared by A 


ot her Friends. In December, 1587, W.E. Mills, a ministe from Kansas, along 
wth J.H. Thomas' and Jan es Williams fanilies, moved to the commmity known 
as Ramana in San Diego county, This picturesque lattle town in the Santa 
Varia Valley, 1400 feet above sea level and 35 miles northeast of San 

| Diego, had two gmeral stores, drug store, hotel and shops, w weekly paper 
called'the Sentinel” and a large, "finely furnished" Town - Hall, library 


ard reading ro om, but no Church, Upon arrival, W.E, Mills found a family of 


| Eriends who had located in Ramona in 1883, Dr. G.Ai.R.Holtm, his family, 


= 


mother and s ister. Imnediately plans were made to establish a Church. A 


union or community Sunday School ar d Church were started wit h representatives 


of a number of denominatims attending regularly. W.E. Mills was asked to 


act as Pastor. In 1889 Rebecca Naylor visited Friends in Ramona and held 


© meetin gs forore than a wed. Abott a year later, Jeremiah Grinnell held 


X . 


a series of meetings resulting in s8everal cm versions., The young Churches 


= 
= = 


of Pasadena Quarterly Meeting were already extending themselves, for Earlham 


«4 


Modena) granted "preparative meeting" status to Ramma in 1891, and 


d the Chureh until a tegular Monthly Meeting was established by Pasadena 


y Meeting in July of 1892, The name of the new Church was Nuevo 
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As has already been indicated, tation figured largely i the 6 
cutting of new c hannels as the stream of Quakerism flowed westward, In 
north ern California, Addigon W, Naylor and Rebecca, his wife, with their 
children, Elmer, Olive, Jessie and Frank, horas to Berkeley, having spent 
one year in San Diego, and two years in San Jose, Rebecca Naylor, a recorded 
minist er of Friends, faund many opportunities to preach, assist in mission 
work in Oakland, and finally to help establish a Friend s Meeting in her 
home city. The Church met in the hane of Joseph and Louisa Johnson with 
12 adult a =. 7 <ildren., Following a series of meetings held by 
Franklin a d Mary Moon-Meredith, a public hall was rented and a Sunday School 
organized with wr hip service followirg, Revecca 5, Naylor was asked to 
serve as Pastor, Upon request to Pasadena Quarterly Meeting, a Monthly 
Meetin g was stablighd in Novamper, 189.4. 

Throu ghout the accounts of the extablishment of these first nine 
Churches two basic factors to their success must be noted, First, the 
Spirit of evangelism in the early leadership, and second, the Church in the 
homes, The core of the work was a "concern" .for the endpiinnl welfare of 
Friends and families in the commm ity where Friends moved, Frequent referene 
is made to evanzelistic meetin gs being held by traveling Friends, In this 
connection the name of Jeremiah \. Grinnell must be mentioned. He' was close- 
ly ass0clated with the early history of most of the Churches nentiongd; In 
the Preface to the Minutes of California Yearly Meetin g held in 1895 it is 
stated "He whs a pioneer minister in nearly all of these meetings, and it 
1s largely due to his faithful ministry and fatherly counsel that they were 
broug ht into exisLece". = 


With nine Church es established, Pasadmna Quarterly Meeting functioning 


effectively in the care and PET 05.00 of the Meetirgs, and the Provpeny 


of new meetings being s8et up in response to the continued migration of 
Friends westward, it” seemed wise to est.ablish California Yearly Meeting of 
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. Both requests 


———— 


were granted, 


March the f6th to April lst inclusive, 1895, was a significant and 


triumphant week for Friends in California. The dreams and hopes of the 


Quaker colonists were 80 on to be realized; the hardships of pioneering 


by both the colonists and those who had rreceded then by a quarter=-cen- 


f.. 22wwmoolt cc 


tury were forgotten as all united in the new Whittier College auditorium 
3 Ss to s8ing "Jesus, Lover of My Soul", ask God's blessing and guidance upon 


the work ababt to be undertakem, and organize California Yearly Meeting 


| of Friends Church, An indicatio of the many springs which fed the waters 


. as they flowed west is found in the official delegatims attending the 


. 


: | opening meeting. Cyrus Beedg of Iowa, was chosen to given greetings | 


from the delegatims which includbd Towa, Indi ana, Western, Ohio, New 


England, North Carolina, New York, Kansas, Oregon, and Wilmington Yearly 


| Meetings, About 50 delegates and visitors from the east and mid-west 
| were present on that occasim, A friendly rivalry for the location of 
| California Yearly Veetimg sessLons is noted in those first minutes of | 

: | the Yearly Meeting. . Requests from Long Beach were finally turned down | 

: Hons in favor of Whittier after much deliberatim , | Two Gererat co I a 

E EE: ol of Fr nds had been held in DE hea in 1892 and 1893} when subjects : 

IS ES - ____dealfing with the total work of the Chupch were fully cquvered, One of the 

z | | zonfferences in descrited in the "Histbry of Whittken", page 282, as a 

» RIS = to emarkable occasim j the Letantas and forerunner off the Year ly Meets g, 
2H > 5 ac the uplift which has meant 80 mpch to Christian rogress and stability 
© / tm Southern Galiforpta", = : Th 
— ET: _ Fresh waters [from 5pr ings to the east and to the north had foyhd new 


els to carryſt hen, 
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ff nnN STATISTICAL REPORT 1895 

- Men berchip(Quarterly Vtgs)  Pasadena 
umber of Members 559 
umber of males EE 
umber of females Rs | | | 
umber of families : | 5 9 DON 
o, of families reading Scripture daily 
umber of ministers ER, | 
o0,members using tobacco | 33 
Oo, menbees selling tobacco 
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- TROVBLID POOLS 
lars, 66 they formed pools 8ettled Churches 5 were not always 
ene 1 their ne W rad on; for the winds of economic collapse, dis8agree- 
t on doctrinal points, as righteous indignatim whipped up the quiet 
__*  gpirits of the Quakers to sbyrm-pitch on several occasions, 
| During the year of colonization in Whittier, a great land-boom had 
| 8wept the California gout hland, The development of Whittier came at its | 
height and many Quakers were not imme to its excitement and its profits, 
he bubble burst in 1887 and the depression mich followed for seven years 
was the real test for the hardiness and faith of Friends who came "under 
the leading of the Lord", | | 
| | ty Community work by Friends developed its problems, particularty along 
FE Edt the line of adminstering the outward ordinances of Baptiam and communion. 
s Pasadena Monthly Meet ing on Ministry and Oversi ght, the official body | 
© having to do with the spiritual welfare of the Church, had to "deal" with 
: a certain Pastor who inal ood on partaking and administering the outward | 
: F . 8ymbols of bread and wine,and baptizing at least twalve members with water. 


F . His right of menbership was requesteffrom his hane Church in Adrian, Midhigan, 
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HY - = - nd the secular press was informed that "..,... is not recogniaed as a 
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Wo | member in unity wth us, and is not working with the sanctim or according 


TEE | to the wished of our Quarterly Meeting," | 
od. = 2.) In ths Hiistory of Whittier) an interesting account is found of a | 


_ . ' | . 4 wy —_—_ — — 


| "clean-up" campa3i gn against the establishing of a s8aloon in the town, The 


- 


"SN ; men of town, following a shooting in the tent-saloon, tore dom the tent, 
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ked it and its emtents on the next lot and burned it all. They gladly bY 


_ 
By 
3 

© WS, 


pale $300.00 for the deed to the place and got rid of the nuisance. No = 
21oon is to be found in Whittier to this day. | | 
= v7 ang . Evangel ist.ic. Tabernacle 4880ciatim Churches are the result of A | 


£ 
4 | | k4 
| general policies of the Five-ſeark Meeti of Frierd 8 
© I be Rn oy \ bs - : P | % 14 - 2 bs | by 6 « l : J 
Md D y ARA LIS ok 02 0h ve . © [ : { l 
PEAS MR abs WOES ors ISI, ST MS ; a ” © ; ; 
Califarnia is a, contributing member, by certain members of the 
ws. 8 ” [ Þ 0-96. FrenT <P 4% , b, WY WIRE”. ” I 3 , LIP» OF 4 1" Na 7 TP Pas - 8 » k 
"at ER ae vo f ou KS. 6 x P. , | "Ns $6 0 Na Nev LIT 1 , l "nn; arp I S> - . . | | . 
? 1x : q . *. $22 LI 4 ANG. . . Sy Wo \ - . 
Tue 4 »- +» 47 - f % « d + 
= - _ 
rr - ws. _ —— 99 RE. PETITE "4 o a tee 9 wy _ ©: As BY. Rr — - 
+ x 
4 » 
n K . - 
* . * l 
- . bl 
» . -1 
en o 
- - e . 
I * "Rc o 
_ - + * = - \ $ 
M ad E159 y 
. - 
* at g "ITY - 
. RP , : os ; m7 ”  he# oy 
Ys EI ns - "WC <a," . * \ 
e's FJ = % F KT, "ds v4 'F ” Az * 


PTS. TREE 
We TW." 
TORI »* 1# Ny FF A #4 


LOS. + 


4 


* y# 


ah 


3 


| | of the | 7 | 
Huntington Park Friends Church and s0me/students and faculty of the Training 


School for Christian Workers, located near the Church. The effect of the 


Separation was felt quite gmerally ofer Califommia Tearly Meeting, since 


þ | my 
many of the Pastors, teachers and miss. aa ries had graduated from the p 
Training School. GO <5 | 
A group of Friends, not satisfied wth the"pastoral system" and Vevangelical" 1 
character of west&n Quakerism, felt the need of fellowship with likeminded : 
Friends, In the later 1930s the Pad$i fic Coast Ais80ciatim of Friends was | 
organized, brigging together several gro ps which had formed under the pattern : 
_ of the non-pastoral Meeting and on the basis of silent wr hip. Chief concerns ; 
of the Pacific Coast 4is80ciation include the wrk of the American Friends Ser- 
vice Committee, the Pacific Oaks elementary school, and the development of 
deeper fell owship in the Meeting for warship. | 
| 
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hitherto undiscovered spriggs which added refeshing waters to the streams. 


=> 


Educatim, temperance, evangelism, missims, youth work, peace and humanitar- 


ian Service became the major con cerns of Friends in Califomia , | 


Proper educatim under suitable teachers was the general topic of con- 
versatim whenever Friends got together. After two unsuccessful attempts in. 
11887 and 1888 to start a school for hier educatim, in April of 1889 Whittier 
Academy held its first classes., Friends had already been active in starting 
the public school for elementary grades, The Academy met on the secondfl floor 

| of the school building, By September of 1893 75 were mmrolled, and Dr. i.V. 

Sl Coffin as Principal, along with others, saw the realization of their dreams in 
occupying the newly built Founders Hall, Whittler Academy became Whittier 

wi College in 1896, and by 1900 the preparatory department was dropped and the 

four-year liberal arts College was ready to confer degrees on her graduates, 


With an enrollment of over 1100 in 1949, Whittier College has taken a significant 


. = 


place in the education of California's youth , 


-. b In 1899 a concern was fÞdt, for a school dedicated Specifically to the 


L LK : Sz, Eraining of Chrietian Workers, and in 1900, Philena hadley offered the use 

: $6 | 6% of her hane for the s8chool. Later-it moved to Los Angeles, and then to hunting- | 

22 by | "USE Ls Bark; The growth of the school was rapid __ in fifteen month s had 
F "former 8tudents on mission fields in Alaska, Cuba, Catral America and China; | 


- 


WS __ The name was changed from "Huntington Park Tzzining School for Chris tian Workers" 
EY: | | in 19 +6 | 
5; Gn. - CtoWPacific Bible College} and ihewwmve moved to Azusa in the spacious buildings 


I ; of a former &##þ private girls school, 
- EE | ; Early Califo mig Quakers were active in the organi zati on of the Women's 
Lo 1 Chris tan Temperarce Union. In 1888 the Whittier Union was organized wit h 


- 


Ee Veeder, pLoneer Quaker preacher, as the first Presidehh. The Board of 


blic Morals of, Califo mia Tearly Meeting is an out, growth 
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Evangd igm and extensio was the spirit which went hand in hand with the 


desire for adequate education, Opportunities seemed to open wherever Friends | : P 
traveled, Levi Gregory, one time Pastor of San Jose, led the extension movement } 
in the early days, He pioneered the Church in Oakland, Califomia, assisted by ; 


Addison Naylor, and served as its Pastor for 22 years, Friends had calls for . 


establishing mee ings for wrship in twenty five new areas before the year 1916, 
and twice as many more have cone in th years to the present, The names of John 


MA rry IKeales, Frank w. dell ano R. Ernes? hamb 
Henry Douglas, Thomas Armstrong, Sang CYPUS Y Dixon are closely ass0ciated with 


\ 
_ the extensim of the Church, The refreshing streams of Quakerien had 800n | 
reached into Arizona, the Imperial Valley and the upper reaches. of the Sacramento 
Valley. 
Churches now b&longing to California Yearly Meetin g incl ude: Capay Rancho 
Friends Commmity Church, Orland; Citrus Height s Friends Church, Roseville; 
Gardenland Friends Community Church, North Sacramento; Berke ley Friends Membrial 
Church, Berkeley; Oaklard Friends Commmity Church, discm tinued as of September, 
1949; Denair Friends Church, Denair; Frome Triekde Commity Church, Fresno; 
and Iindsay Frierds Church, Lindsay, ALL of the above belong to docks QLuart- 
erly Meeing of Frrends, Pasadena Juarterly Meeting, the first one in California, 
now incl udes: Pocadans First Friends Church; Ranma Park Friends Community Church, 
Alhambra; Los ingdles First Friends Churc hz Inglewood Friend 8 Community Church ; 


and 
Lone Beach Firs Friends Church ;/Bethel Friends Church, . Lorg Beach ; The second 


Quarter 1y Meeting organized, Whittier, now includes the following Churches: Whittier 
First Frimnds Church; East Whittier Friends Church; El Modena Friends Chureh; 
Alamitos Friends Church, Garden Grove; 3 Yorba linda Friends Church ; Mi City 
Friend s Commmit y Churc hz Montebello Friends Church; and Bell Friends Church. 
San Diego Quarterly Meeting inchudes: First Friends Church, Jan Diego z FAO 


Friends Church; Sunnyside Friend s Church ; North Holtvill e Friends Church; and 


- 
. 
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Spring Vall & Friewms Comunity Church, an as 
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During the Sunday aftem oon Christi an Endeavor sessi on of Californ ia 


Yearly M-eting in 1895 the concern for missionary wr k became action wen 


Anna Hunnicutt of fered herself for wrk in Alaska, Christian EIndeawrers 


pledged ta s8upport her. Dr. Sheldm Jacksm , then United States General Agent 


7 
*? 
® 
»t 

E 
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a 
# 


of Educatim in Alaska, met Miss Hunnicutt and are fu desire to find a 
2. [ 
place for Friends to wark., He argzested Kotzebue Sound, md the Yearly Meeting 


adopted the Kotzebue Sound Mission in 1897, 67 on verts are reported in 1900 


and 560 in 190h, In 1949 there are ten church es with approximately 3000 members, 

a trainin eg clbe3 for native pastors and teachers, a missl1m air-plane, and 

two misslonary fam lies, 

That first ses&Lon of Califorri a Loarly Meetin g in 1895 brought together 

many other cm cerns wich had been accumulating during ble formative periods af 
| the Church, One was the reed among the pe le of Mexican and >panish origin in 
Southern California, The Women 's Forei gn Missiomary Society of Califomia Tearly 
Meeting assumed the responsibility for the wark after the Interdenomination al 
pani sh gociety disbanded. Erwin and Margaret Taber were engaged to give their 
full time to it. A Spanish Missim and industrial home was opened in 1909, The 
home for girls was cuccessful, ard work amm g Mextcan people resulted in the 
bui 1ding of a church in Whittier and the appointment of a Mexican Pastar. In 
191,9 Smibg—>oportodebbaat 2a menber ship of 67 vonekiiog in the Mexican Fricnts 


congregatim , and that the group was made a compnnent part of the Whittier Monthly 


C _ | — 


Meeting. 


| Friends found great opportunity for s8ervice ammg the Japanese 'people. 


In Oakland; Mr, and Mrs, Takahashi, formerly connected w. thza Friends School in 


x 


\ Japan, started work among their om people. In 1903 Berkeley Friends took an 
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active interest and the group grew in s1ize and influence. Migratiom of sme 


| | .of those families to Long Beach meant the start of a Japanese work there with 2 | 


the Chr isti an Endeavor assuming the responsibility. The report of the Japanese OR "| "7 


Commit tee in 1949 shows the recumpt on of Church services in Norwalk after much 
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ce during the s8econd world war and internment of the Japanese, 


a 


e years of "relocation" aid to those returning to Sout hern_ 


, Q . 


-” , — ul 


Pen 


Lo IP is into Central America and to Guatemala and Honduras in particular. The 
Christian Ende avor again took the initiative and raised &urport for a miss. onary 
bo Guatemala in 190k, R.Esthe Smith, {bas Superintendert of the Field for 
many years, went with a companim , Cora Wildman, in 1906. There follows a stay 

: y ET of devotion, courage, Sacrifice, heartbreak, failures, guccess, overcoming 
l : handicaps a d innumerable obstacl es which would match my migagionary story of 
| | any age, The 1949 report shows the fruit of or gmizing genius and sacrificial 
gervice of all the miss maries who want south, Definite strides have been taken 
to form an indigenous National Church; 14, Quarter ly Veetings have been organized 
and the membership of the Natimal Church is cloge to 6000.- 4 staff of 18 
| s&glonaries plus 7 children are on the field. Two grade schools and the Berea 
Fn Bible Training School are functiming to capacity. A&A new verture in the 
>| reducti a of the Chorti Tudien language to writing 1s. under way, The clinic 
i =} : 1s brinfthe "healing streans" to the Guatemalan, Eleven youth pau Ps have been 
En Organ ized, The Mi:sion Headquarters are in Chiquimula, Guatemala, and th e 


* . ” 


© © work extends to the Republics of Honduras and Salvadare. 
t3 CE otas _ Christian Endeavor has be en ident ified wkth California early Meeting since 


- 


Wo rope nnd Young people have taken the lead. 88g. onary enterprises and 
ns © 8t411 cupport, one missionary fl time, and provide funds far additional persomel 
: S Geert nt, and Central America. Summer camps, camferences, convenkbas, 
; and interdenomina inatim al cooperation have continual ly uncovered new Springs of . 
Dc - In the youth of the Church, DES wo EE 
LEES: ſomen 's Foreign Missamry Society carried on missionary acitivities 
befare the Yearly Mecting was or ganized, having an interest in the nigsion at 
Ram ALL ti, Palestine, ard the Spanish peaking people of Southern California. 
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Now, as "The United Society of Friends Women", thecm cern for missims is 
the 8ane, giving full support to the Alaska Mission, raiging acaitional 


funds for missLons and mis sionaries in Cetral America, "outfitting" mission- 


aries, ard contributing to the hane Church liberally, 
The men were not to be out done by their sisters (and wives) in the Church, | [- 


In 1926-27 the "Men! S) bataagios Moven ent" was born as an ga to the 


Evangal istic ard Church Extenkion Board, On the credit side of the legger 
for the men are the Churec hf at Fresno, built by then In 1928; Inglewod, in 
1932; Midway City, in 1935 and >pring Vall ey in 1944, In addition, the aumner 
, camp at Quaker Meadow was. built by volunteer labor, starting in 1939, as well 
as sgeveral Churches assisted in remodeling «4 expansilon programs, The most 
recent project has been the building of the Fri ends Commmity Church in Azusa, 19 #9, 
Refreching streams become Ie a ling streams wen they come in cant act wth 
the warld's need. That was true when Friends went as miss onaries to use the 
Thalm of Gilead" in the healing of a n-sick gouls, It is also true in the 
work of the Americ an Friends Servic e Conmittee, with wich Califor nid Learly 
Meetin g and West Coast Friends tave been vitally connected wince its beginning 
in 1917. The work of the American Friends Service Committee ranges from 
relief and rehabilitation in war-damaged cou ntries to gervice in ment al hospitals 
in the United States, and from sponsoring self-help housIing pro jects to main=- 
taining close touch with United Nations, The red ad hlack star, symbol of 
Qua ker Service, Can be £ Sound in | Barope als Agia, Nexloos' Jamaica and in ana. 
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commit. yes of the United States. A regional office of the Service Commit too - 


ec 


is located in Pasadena, Califorrm a, and ine tiers of the Commit tee are 


kept, before Friends through Serivce fanniit tees in local meetings, ad the 
Peace was of California Yearly Meeting. 


The devel ppment and growth of a Quaker Society in the west tas depended 
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Ss uvon the st & ling qualities of Christaan man hood an d womanhood wich 


__{* rs. & is 
Ld had eee ac 


have made up the leaderchip of this mall but effective denominatim . 
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There have been dams throm across the Still wat ers as they f lowed westward, 
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s deeper, more abundant ant | 
es. b in the Church is a deep spiritwl insight = 
ties around the Church, the wrid, and the 0uls of men, 
waters", added to those of many other denominations, may | 
e m dpeace wherever they flow, 
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K c on ans Histor y of Whittier... Arnold amd Clark published by the Western Printin g 
ER Ls 7s Corporatim, Whittier, erpts used by permission. 


es  __ Minktes of various Month ly Meetings, Quarterly Meetings, and Calffprnia 
8 Yearly Meeting, 


Fa The Christian Workman, Friends monthly paper, later ahe Pacific Friend, and 
DES now The Califom ia Friend, To cannon an TEES 
Ce ___  Historical Sketch of the Mizzions of California Year et 
ENT rg, RD Printed in »y darection of the Mission Board. 
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Journal of George Fox Dent and Soms LTD 
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California -= land of lofty mountains topped with eternal snows, dreamy valleys 
| fragrant with orange blossoms, sparkling seas flashing back the glory of the California 
: gunshine, Amid this setting, and sparked by the fervor and zeal of an o1d-fashioned, 
"Sawdust trail" revival meeting, the Church of the Foursquare Gospel was born. 
| Undoubtedly, the city of Oakland has achieved much in the realms of community en- 
| - terprise and civic development. it is justly proud of its residential districts, as 
well as of those manufacturing institutions that have made it famous, But Oakland may 
| | well be proud, also, of the fact that Aimee Semple McPherson visited the city in 1921, 
| | and in the largest tent-tabernacle that locality ever saw for a religious meeting, held x 
| a campaign that shook the comnmity from center to circumference. 
The evangelist was addressing her audience, one night during this revival, relative 
[0p to the prophet's vision as recorded in Ezekiel l:h-10. The latter verse was dwelt upon 
| at great length. It reads: : "ks for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face . 
: of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right sidez and they four had the face of an 
I * . ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle,” Mrs, McPherson pictured 
202 to the throng of 8ome 10,000 persons the Lord Jesus Christ in what she considered to be 
Hs four-fold ministry as Savior, Baptizer, Healer, and coming Kings. She likened the © 
As Face of the man Lo Jesus in His role as Savior -- "the man of OrroWs and acquainted 
AA with grief." In the lion she beheld Christ as the Baptizer with the Holy Ghost == the 
: ; __ lon denoting power. | Because the ox is a beast of burden, the evangelist s8aw in it 
b | E | 'Aa type of the Lord as Healer, for the Seripturep Says He "took our infirmities and bare 
_ = our sicknesses." Finally, the eagle was to hey emblematic of Christ as the King of kings 
TER X uL | Some day return inthe clouds of heaven for His church, þ 
ye” | As ahe spoke, the evangeliot was struck by the impact of the full realization that _ 3 
5 mas a perfect goapel, conplete for body, soul, spirit, and for eternity; a gozpeL —=| 
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that faces 8quarely in every direc tion, Pausing in the midst of a thought, he ex- 2 
claimed, "Why1 the gospel of Jesus Christ is foursquarel It's the only answer to c 
man's every need -=- it's a foursquare gospell" The phrase instantly s8truck the fancy b 
5 of her audience, for they shouted and clapped in a prolonged demonstration of approvals 
Within the ensuing few days, a ceteris conference was held for the purpose of 
} banding together the laity and clergy in America who held and practiced this funda=- 
8 mental mess8age, The new fellowship was to be rad as "The Foursquare Gospel As8ocia- 
| tion." Over one thousand names were 8igned to a statement of doctrine and purpose the 
: first day. 
: Of course the words "four" and Nfoursquare! are found repeatedly in the Bible, and 
it was not difficult to find a sufficient number of references upon which to lay the 
groundwork for the new movement, For example: The breastplate of the high priest was 
: foursquare and set with four rows of colored stones, viz., scarlet, gold, blue, and 
; purple (Exodus 28:16); Christ's garment was divided into four parts (John 19:23); four 
E anchors were cast from the boat in wich Paul was a passenger, to prevent shipwreck 
F (Acts 27:29); and even Heaven itself is deseribed as being the city that "lieth four- 
: | Square! (Rev. 21:15). The four colors of the breastplate were chosen to apply to the 
four phases of Christ!'s to which comprise the chief tenets of faith: gcarlet, 
1 typifying His blood shed on the cross; gold, symbolic of the tongues of fire which fell 
[ on the day of Pentecost; blue, the color o? the heavens from whence comes healing vir- 
E tue; and purple, color of royalty. 
7 - _-” X 
The pattern of events leading up to that sunner night in Oakland, serves to point 1 
out in a measure the reason for the 8uccess and phenomenal growth of the movement which 
was set in operation at that time. FO, 
Born on a farm in Ingersoll, Ontario, Canada, Aimee Elizabeth Kennedy from the 
start was never one to do a thing halfway. As a child, she was an effervescent, high=- : 
spirited girl wo lived the life of a typical Canadian farmer's daughter 3 doing enthu- 2 


| Fn EN 
i ally and wholeheartedly whatever her hands found to do — whether that meant 
7 helz © father curry "Flossie's" glistening coat and gathering chips for the kitchen 
Stove, or taking part in high school dramatics. 
. Consequently, when at the age of seventeen she consecrated her life to the service 
of Christ, she flung herself with equal fervor and enthusiasm into gospel work, and a 
; - 8hort time later 8ailed to China as a missionary with her husband, Rev. Robert Semple, 
s under whose ministry she had been converted, His untimely death in the Orient brought 
: her back to embark on a brief period of home mission work, Still a young girl of nine- 
teen, with a daughter to provide for, and feeling that Robert's passing meant the end 
of her ministry, she married Harold McPherson, a Florida groceryman, and attempted to 
settle domn to heating. Insistently, however, the call to "Preach the Word" kept 
; ringing in her 8oul. Sickness struck. Within a period of one year, she had undergone 
two s8erious major operations and was finally consigned to what she called the hospital's 
| "death room," 
 "#The mantle of death was enfolding m2," she said later, "Then that one ringing last 
; call -- "Now will you go and preach?" And my gasping, inaudible answer -- my chotce of 
; Service rather than the gravel No S06ner had my answer been given than warm, life- 
giving 8strength flowed through my veins." 
With her two childran -=- for a 8son, Rolf, had been born as a result of her marriage | 
. © to McPherson -- 8he left all and set out to go where the Spirit willed.” An under- 
____ otandable proyieo had aoconpanied the decieion to weds if che ever felt the call baok 
into full time service , 'She must be permitted to resume her evangelistic work, Her 
| | TT husband, "recognizing the danartty of her vow to God , went with her and helped for a 
| | - Ms hs 3 ecided to go back to his world of business., But as for her, there was no 
| going back. | 
; . The world 1iterally becane her parish as she traveled about, preaching in tents, 
: DS halls, city auditoriums and towering cathedrals in Canada, the United States, and 
goross the Seas in foreign lands. ' Huge crowds were attrac ted to her meetings, and 8he 


low 
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claimed many converts for the cause of Christ, In a three-week campaign in Denver, 
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for instance, the municipal auditorium seating 8ome 12,000 was full to overflowing 

at every 8ervice, with thousands turned away, An estimated 10,000 persons came 
forward in regponse to altar calls, At one 8ervice were Wrs, McPherson prayed for the 
sick, 8ome 150 cots and stretchers were brought in, 

During her coast to coast revival campaigns in America, driving an automobile 
equipped with a megaphone and bearing the exhortation, "Jesus is coming 8oons get 
ready,” |he preached wherever people would 1isten or wherever a street comer could 
be converted into a pulpit, 

At the peak of these cross8-country evangelistic efforts, Aimee Semple McPherson 
came to California, where 8he conducted the aforementioned Oackland revival and two 
years later, on January 1, 2923, dedicated the first church of the Foursquare Gospel, 
Angelus Temple in the city of Los Angeles, With a capacity throng in attendance, 
the doers of this fire-proof, Class A.,, $1, 5009,000,00 structure 8eating 5, 300 
pers8ons were throm open bo mark the beginning of a continuous revival, which has 
Served to inspire the mushrooming out of the work to where it can now be said, "The 
gun never 8ets on the Foursquare Flag," 

| * #+ +# 

During the first few years which followed the building of the Temple, thousands 
knelt at its altars, Seeking the Christ who was extolled from its pulpit, Each 
Wednesday afternoon and Saturday evening 8aw great numbers of 8ick and afT14 cted' r——_— > 
prayed for and healed by the "Great Physician", Jesus Christ, On Thursday nlatts 
between eafty and one=hundred believers regularly followed their Lord in the vaters 


of bapti]m by immersion: and every Friday night hundreds of young people gathered 


for their om 8pecial 8|ervice, Cpntimally, for three years, "Sister" preached nightly 


and thrice on Sundays without benefit of a rest or vacation, 
A Prayer Tower, from which an average of 17,000 requests are offered monthly by 
men and women preying in two-hour 8hifts twenty-four hours a day, was put, into opera- | 
_ tion, Thousands of testaments Were vm freely to new converts, as well as other WE, | 


, , . 
4 7 Y l | : _ ms "O00 
Z R ' . ; mT OED har it bs act Bs , l , , 
| ER "ny NS RSS SS Wt L EROS #7 db LOR Faqs Af mg kt Shae Pe %,mpem ibs _ ; 
P l * 5248., Cons * ed ALS 3. WAN OED IODC S or, OY RL 0 JT I TIS : a bn # Y "Yes OL Wo Foo a EL A Pas » a Ste 
5. ob 4: 58 ZN on > #4: 1% pa BLg A $7" 9, OR > ? J T7 LES, Bt oth. I 1 TR< 4 COAST C2 + a pf Bens "FX Ho » TY \ $644 = bt l 
* ae - g wv p M4 AE od fl _— +: KY - > 2. of a4 » AE * » Eu : , nf a. P F bi y of 
w "OE, TOY aA PF L WW, ds 16 * 7 -= " 9. a ” © > - : 4 


ſ 


*. 


Fl 


FM, 


£ 4 p 1  Utoraturs, The humanitarian vision poss8essed by the Temple's pastor (which 


" Inlotrve her = the general pubLic more than _ other phase of her ministry) re- 
Sulted immediately in the institution of the now famous Commiss8ary Department, 
Since its inception, over one million persons have been fed, clothed and aided, Count= 
less mmbers have received free employment s8ervice through its relief channels, part-- 
{cularly during the depressilon-ridden days of the early thirties,at which time a 
| relief kitchen was 8et up to meet the ſhergency, No red tape has oor bound these 
efforts for the needy, 
” © An innovation unique in religious circles was instituted by Mrs. Mcfherson, when 
she made it 8 point to ee to it that while other children frequented the theater 


matinees on Saturday, the youngsters of Foursquare parents could spend that time in 


| ; ty Serving the Lord, In a gathering conducted after the marner of an adult church ser- 
vice, children thenselves were pastors, evangelists, pianists, orchestra, musical 

a rectors, u8hers, altar workers, choir and audience, So far as is known, this 

| marked the first successful Children! s Chureh in the world to be conducted the year 

| around, and it 1s 8ti1l in operation, Many branch church pastors, ———_ in this a 

novel method of combating the rising tide of Juvenile delinquency, later organized 

| similar groups of their om, 24 

The early cooperation accorded Aimee Semple McPherson by 8uch renomed reli gious 

leaders of the day as Dr, Frank C, Thompson, compiler and editor of the New Chain- 


Pe —— Reference Bible (for mary years honorary dean of the Foursquare Bible College)z Revs 


| am. (Billy) Sunday : Homer Rhodeheavery; Dr. L, W, Munhall , eighty-four-year-old 

| | EA Nethodiot cleric and confidant of Woody, Sankey and Beecher; Rev, Paul Rader; Dro 
Charles S, Prices and Rev. SnithFiggleeworth, dynamic English evangelist, gave 

Is 


added impetus #> the work, Certain political personages, viz., the Honorable Wn, 


Jennings BryaA, Judge Ben Lindsey of the Juvenile Court of Denver, Judge Carlos S, 
ate of ' the Los Angeles fuperior Court, Judge nn A S, Stafford of the Los Angeles 
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_*Þ, - Fin cipal __ ne others » looked favorably upon the work in its effort to meet the 
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material as well as the spiritual needs of the community, - 
* # % 

Three factors stand out as being most instrumental in the initial stage of 
development, and which contributed substantially to the rapid growth of the Fourm 
8quare Gospel in California, 

Of great local 8ignificance was the fact that on February 6, 192h radio's 
mysterious possibilites were utilzed as the Temple' s pastor-evangelist preached 
her first 8ermon over the church's new station, KFSG (Kall Four Square Gospel). 
Only two other racio stations in the Los Anreles areaf had taken to the air before 
her, KFSG was the first church-owmed and operated station broadcasting religious 
programs exclusively, What amazes many is that, since its inception, the freemill 
offerings of Temple members and friends alone have made it possible to continue 
broadcasting twenty-nine and one-half hours each week, No time is ever 801d for 
commercial purposess its sponsors are the 1isteners themselves., 

In the smmer of 19S17, while conducting campaigns in Florida, Mrs. McPherson 
undertook to write the gospel as well as preach it, Believing the return of Christ 


to be imminent, she began the publication of a monthly periodical titled, The Bridal 


/ Bs Following the: building of Angelus Temple, she created in conjunction with 


this a weekly newspaper called The Crusaderf, Both exerted a powerful influence in 
bringing the activities of Foursquaredom to the attention of the public, They were 
instrummental in the growth and the nity of the new movement simultaneously, Short=- 


ly before the passing of the founder, both publications were combined into one vastly 


improved monthly appropriately titled, "The Foursquare Magazine", which is now the 


_ official representative organ of the church, As s8such, it is the finest put out by 


the organization to date, While it contains 8ermons, feature articles, 8erials, 
short s8tories, and current news for churchmen of all faiths, its primary purpose is 


to inform of Foursquare activities at home and abroad, 


%. 


The establismment of a "©issLonary and Evangelistic Training Institute" proved 
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| to. be the moat 84. gnificant, event of mY This endeavor was launched in February 


of 2923, one month after the Temple was opened, In the preparation of a 8ermon 


Urs. UcPhergon. Was : foreibly impressed by the personal appeal found in the text, "The 
D harvest truly is Plenteous » but the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest," As he prayed 
that —" would, indeed s Send out more competent LELLOLTSs the thought flashed 
through her mind, You have the burden and vision: help answer your om prayer 


The following Sunday morning She arnounced that classes would convene shortly, The first 


enrollment was gratifying, 


Within a year, the new school had proved a marvelous 8wpplement to the chureh, 


Students formed the backbone of the c hoir, the orchgstra, and the altar workers, 


Some fifty meetings a week were conducted outside of Temple services in shops, 


factories, jails, hospitals, and on street corners, During this period the 8tudents 


<C reached the place in their basic training where they began to conduct tent meetings 
preparat.ory to ieeorine the first branch churches, 
Concerning this move, Mrs. McPherson wrote on one occasion: "The branch 
churches were not premeditated by us, We did not first draw the blueprints and 
| | then build a work to fit them, but the work Trang UP everywhere and we had to hasten . 
to put the needful amount of scaffolding under it to hold It together,/ During the 


ERS sumner, the students declared that instead of taking the usval vacation they would 


© rather preach and put into practice that which they had learned, 
"1 "So we bought the tents," he stated, "similar to those in which I had preached 


the gospel when I began my om evangelistic career, and 8tarted them out, The 
thought was, that the students would merely hold services throughout the sunner and 


then fold their tente and return them to the warehguse t111 the next vation, But 


loi the students were received with almost ravenous welcome everywhere, and the people 
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in nearly every instance purchased the grounds upon which the tents stood, builded a 
church or tabernacle there and kept the workers for pastors," 

It was true -- with scores of zealous and enthusiastic young student evangelists 
turned loose on the country, something was bound to happen, Given brand new, eighteen- 


Sallied 
forth 


ounce, mildew-proof tents, the inexperienced but, eager ministerial hopefuls 


to 'set up shop"! in the principal cities adjacent to Los Angeles. Among the first com 


mmities to receive the Foursquare message in this manner were Long Beach, Santa Monica, 


Pasadena, and Riverside, In all, eight tent campaings were conducted in thfat first 
summner of "214, In Santa Ana, over 100 persons confessed Christ during the meetings, and 
many testified to bodily healings, A piece of land was donated and building commenced 

a Short wiile later, with students and members of thats church nucleus assisting in the 
effort, Similar results were evidenced in Alhambra, Pomona, and Vent urge. 

Within two years! time, thirty-two official 'lighthouses*' had been established in 
Southern California, and some fifty other applications had been sent in to the head. 
office, appealing for meetings, offering buildings, lots and propositions for c onsidera=- 
tions. The work in Santa Ana (typical of the others) had, by ths time, a membership of 
over 250. Sunday 8chool average attendance was LOO, while 150 registered Crusaders 
(Foursquare youth) regularly attended those services designed to appeal to them. A 
church orchestra of twelve pieces had been formed, as well as a large choir. A Comm 8- 
sary Department was organized on the order of the one at Angelus Temple, from whence 
clothing, food, and employment were freely dispensed to the needy.- Services were held 
in the Orange County Jail and Hospital every Sunday afternoon, and bedside committees 
visited the hospital each Friday to bring comfort to the sick and afflicted. 

The church in Pomona, born in a tent in 192h, then graduating to first a wooden 
tabernacle and finally a conerete and steel building seating 1,000 and valued at $10,000, 
boasted of a Saturday afternoon Children's Church and a Prayer Tomer. In Pasadena, the 


young people of the church regularly conducted street meetings and park and jail s8ervices. 
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Membership in the Training Institute grew shortly to 8uch proportions (from an original 
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s deemed necessary to erect a special building where the stu- 
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Conditions in the two-story Admini 8 
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oining the Tenple proved far too cramped for comfort, much less 
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— Subsequent.1ly, on January 1, 1926, the dedicatory service was conducted for the 


Lighthouse of Internatiohal Foursquare Evangelism, Inc. The founder went from floor 
EE. to floor of the five-story structure, solemmizing each in turn with prayer. 
| n X* no 
A compendium of the earliest Foursquare Gospel churches in the State might ppove 
of interest at this point, 


A Bible College student was sent to pray for a lady who was very ill in a certain 
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beach community, on one occasion, After a season of Scripture reading and prayers , 


_ the student, casually asked the woman, "How would you like to have the Foursquare Gos- 


pel preacher! here?* To her 8urprise, the lady replied, "How would we like it? Just 


try It and gee! We have been praying all swmner for a revival." Headquarters* per- 


mi.s8lon granted, two nights later a store building had been rented, prepared, and was 


FEA ts. 


packed to the doors with the interested and the curious alike, At the close of the 


first s8ervice, enough people expressed their desire for a permanent work in that lo- 


- 


A | | 
cality. to make the effort worttwhite. and to warrant future planning, The store 800n 


. proved to small., While erection of a church building was being considered, services 
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CES were held in a tent Loaned by Angelus Tenple. On the strength of the faith that made : 


> 


the walls of Jericho fall, two lots were purchased, with an option on a third. The 


| <A ; 


EH, lumber was bought, and the men of the congregation donated their time both day and 


do * 


* 


D night in erecting the building, Within the Space of Several months from that opening 
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in a vacant tore, the congregation of the beach commmity of El Segundo was 


it its om church edifice, 


a; & Ho 
WS EO NIN WR” 
OS IE RI SIE 
CL, OO TLIT are 
4» I « 


ry of the Foursquare Church of Van Nuys is equally startling in the 


of its beginnings. A group of students began tent revival Services on | 
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August 5, 1926, People flocked to hear the message that was Pentecostal in aspect, 


ol 
yet preached without undue manifestation or "goings-on," The success of those meet- 
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ings, Someone revealed later, "was due to the 'Van Nuys Powerhouse,# a little tent 
where prayer was offered, pitched just back of the large one in which public services 
were held," Soon a lot was purchased in a suitable location, and oh Sunday afternoon, 
November 21, 1926, the ground was dedicated, Like the dawn of a new day, the taberna- 
cle went up, and within three months ' time, services were being conducted in the new 
building, seating some 500 people, A branch of the Temple Co missary was organized, to 
as8ist in caring for the less fortunate of the Van Nuys district. 

The church in North Hollywood was pioneered by a.woman who had been healed of 
heart trouble in answer to prayer. She rented ai 01d theatre building for the s8wn of 
$5.00, and began featuring a series of children's services,» Soon the parents were 
attending also, necessitating the removal of the meetings to a tent, and ultimately, 

a church building, The First Church of Southgate, likewise, sprang from Services 
planned and conducted relay for children, When the store in which meetings were 
staried overflowed with effervescent youngsters, a tent was pitched next door until 

a building could be erected seating 500 persons and having adequate Sunday school fam 
cilites., 

It was quite natural that most of the Ls branch churches should organize 
their mn commissaries, and two s8uch have already been mentioned an this treatise. 
However, while all did a vital Job in their respective communities, one out standing 
example of how a conmissary was enabled to assist those in its inmediate vicinity, 
is recorded in connection with a catastrophe which took place in Santa Paula Some 
sixty miles from Los Angeles, in the yar 1928. A devastating flood gwept through the 


Santa Clara Valley area of California, inundating fertile farm lands, crushing homes 


like match boxes, filling the morgues and hospitals with the dead and dying. The 


pastor in Santa Paula wrote at that time: 


"Our tabernacle is situated on the edge of the lowlands, The water came within 


a few blocks of the church, but it was untouched, Before the flood approached we had 
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8ufficient to make our escape to the hills, The moment the danger 


had passed, we Set about organizing our tabernacle with all its facilities 


| 


into a comnssary where we were able to care for all our Foursquare families 


S BB and hundreds of others besides," | 


Supplies of food and clothing were rushed from Angelus Temple and were 
invaluable in aiding the Santa Paula pastor to cope with the 8ituations 
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T As the Foursquare Gospel spread throughout California, and then invaded 
the northern, southern and eastern sections of our country, the United States 
| was Split into seven districts, each with its om 8uwpervisor, All ministers 
Bo in the Foursquare organization, with the exception of those stationed at 
headquarters, are directly responsible to these men, who, in turn; are answer- 
able to a general supervisor with we offices in Angelus Temple, Since his 
| appointment to this-position in 19hh, Dr. Howard P, Courtney has proven to be 
V7 a wise and able administrater, working in close cooperation with the field 
EEEES representatives, 


, * 


Due to the numerical strength of the denomination in Southern California, 


| | the state was recently divided into two sections -= the northern area from 


| 
| Bakersfield to the Oregon border being cambined with the state of Nevada, to | 


: A | Os thus | | 
IP | form what is termed the Westerm District®, [i 8tinguishing it from the lower | 
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LS portion, or "Southern California District", This division was instituted - 


the Twenty-fourth Annual Convention, in February of 1917, at which 
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pe 


7 I - tims Dr. Frank A. Cummings, an early pioneer in the movement was placed in 


- 


;e of the newly-formed Western Distriet, The supervisor of the Southern 
Dietriet, Dr. Earl W, Dorrance, likewi oe an early leader in the 


ion, has done a most commendable job during his tenure of eight years | 
the direction of these men of vision and determination, | 
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California pastors and evangelists have been Iinspired to double. 


their efforts, resulting in an advancement during the last few 
'years that has been extremely gratifying. 

Concerning those who pioneered the way during the earliest days 
of the movement's history, the listing of their names and accomp=- 
1ishments would require more s$space than we are allotted in this 
review. Suffice to Say that all who were appointed to positions of 
regponsibility by Mrs, McPherson discharged their duties well, and 
each contributed in some measure to the over-all picture of progress 
revealed in These pages. 

A brief survey of comparative facts and figures will be sufficient 
to demonstrate the statistical advancement of the Foursquare Gospel 
Church in California, PIRGG in this volume we are not concerned with 
the over 500 Solidly Cabal ioked branch churches which grace key cities 
and rural communities in other states across America and Canada Or 
the 250-04d missIion stations scattered throughout foreign lands. 

Thirteen years after the establishment of Angelus Temple (1923-36), 
8 churches in California were listed in the U.S. census of religious 

- bodies as being wholeheartedly Poursquare. Actually, there were many | 


(4 


more because, up to this time, the denomination was not as closely 


knit as it 1s today, and a number of churches which had been originally 
in the ranks (there were 200 in the U.S. alone in 1928) dropped out 

as a result of the improved organizational plan which began to go 

into effect about then. Active California membership in 1936 totaled 
7,035; property valuation, including equipment, amounted to $2,095, 
250,00; money given to foreign missions was $28,771.3%+ (this from 
branches alone; Angelus Temple statistics not available); while the 


| California extension fund, established largely for the pioneering of 


BET new TONE: received $2,151. 61 into its coffers. 
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figures with those of twelve years later (1948), and 
jth 1s readily discernable. Churches now numbered L72, 


crease of 88, and all were uniformly Four square. Active 


—- fy - F: ip totaled 4,690; property valuation rose to $5,519,755.46 
| T 7 miss1ons received from California churches $131,592.63; while | 
mo LS attonaion fund for that year was $60,746.91. Total number of | 
1 Ro registered converts in California churches for 1948 was 16,918. Whereas 
gross income was $40,639.0% in the year 1936, twelve years later that | 
| 2 Se figure had taken a decided jump to the tune of nearly thirty times ; 
q 6 that amount, or $1,155,788.25. 
SE * * * 
The Third largest building program in the history of the Foursquare 
0 EN Church was begun in 1946 -- the erection of a one-half million dollar 
"memorial to Aimee Semple McPherson. This project consists of several 
= campus-=-style dormitories to provide housing for students attendine L.I.F.E 
Bible College. Operations are being rushed to completion at this writ- | 
ing under the careful ——eIbion of Dr, Watsom B, Teaford, dean of 
| the college and chairman of the Memorial Committee. His was the respons1- *. 
LE. bility of seeing to it that the plan blossomed into fruition, and the | 
: ES 7 1ts testify to the capable manner in which he has followed through 1 
| an every detall, = | | 
3 - The Missionary Department of the International Church recently fin- | 
: F. | Nl ished a building program also0. While on a much smaller scale, never- 
T2 theless the project is an extremely important one in the progress of 
| | One block from | 
Square Gospel . Allfignongss Angelus Temple, there now s tands 
1fully furnished Missilonary Home. Here missionaries on furlough 
foreign field can rest and recuperate, that they might be 
nl ngthened to return and continue their labors in a more competent 
nt advancem t has been noted in the purchasing of camp | 
CO le ed Eb, ER MEL a OE Ped. ad hay. 4 | 
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8ites by all districts, In the nothern part of California (Western 

Distriet), 01d Oak Ranch was acquired in diets of 1918 for the 8mm of 
$10,000, Covering 153 acres, the former hunting lodge property now 8erves 

as a Summer camp for youth of that area, In the San Bernardino mountains 

lies Camp Cedar Crest, the sunmer recreation grounds of the Southern California 
Crusaders, It comprises 80 acres of beautiful mountsin timber land near Big 
Bear Lake, This land was obtained some three years ago through the efforts 

of Rev, Harold Chalfant, International Crusader Commander, The greatest 

part of the engineering and building in both camps was accomplished by the 


volunteer labor of the Four8quare youth, 


In a further step to combat Juvenile delinquency, ow RATS . \churh;es 
are adding Christian youth centers as raps dly as it is financially possIible 
for them to do 80. First of these to be finished was in East Los Angeles, 
in the spring of 1919, Valued at $60,000, this two-story structure contains 
ten rooms, with 5, COO 8q, ft. of Space on the ground floor, provides a large 
auditoriumegymnasium for gports and banquets, a room (30' by hOft) with a 


fireplace for general 80cial affairs, a gallery for spectators, and a gpaetous 
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It remained for the California churches to pioneer the way for the rest 


of Foursquaredom in another endeaver alse, This was in the establishment &f 


Christian day schools, A building completed in the swmer of 'l9 in Harbor 
City, accomodates 150 8tudents, and serves from the first, to the sixth grades, 
Construction is under way at the present time on a comparable structure in 
Es8condido, and plans are being formulated by other branches to follow suit in 
the near future, 

In its effort to "ive the winds a mighty voice", the Angelus Temple 


radio. station, KFSG, has, for the past twenty-four years, been an important 
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factor not only in broadcasting the gospel of Christ to a needy world, but * 


likewise in the establishment of new Foursquare churches and in the progress 


of those already founded, particularly in the Southern California area, Con= 
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sequently, when the new type of radio broadcasting, FW (Frequency Modulation) 
was made available, the Echo Park Evangelistic A88ciation immediately launched 
into this latest uu of tranemmission, with an eye to the future, Station 
KKIA took to the airlanes on January 1, 1948 with an output of $8,000 watts 
power, It is fifty-eight times more powerful than KFSG, which operates on 
the standard Ay (Amplitude Modulation) broadcast band, In order to receive 
this power output the station is automatically placed by the FCC in the 
commeretal class, However, a goodly portion of broadcast time is devoted to 
religious programs and revenue received from all Sources is going toward the 

Z further propagation of the Foursquare Gospel., Since a greater number of 
Persons daily are purchasing 8ets equipped to receive this band, California 
chureh membership should ultimately benefit thereby, as the Foursquare message 


is beamed throughout the State, 53 a8® tines stronger than before, 


%. 
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Since the passing of Aimee Semple McPherson on September-27, 19hh, the 
advancement of the Foursquare ranks has been amazing, despite the opinion 

5 often exPreSged by the general public that the removal of the founder would 
8eriously Jeopardize the wrk., This progress.can be attributed in a very 

presidenTial and pastota/ 

great meagure to the manner in which her s|on shouldered the [FOAPERALOLLEETSS 


placed upon him at that time, Dr. Rolf K, McPherson has proven to be a leader 


with foresight, and one who has exhibited particularly good Judgment in exe- 
= 5 Bo Dy cutive matters, His wisdom in forming a cabinet of capable and consecrated 

; i men, and in appointing trained and loyal co-workers to positions of trust, 1s. 
aying off in material and spiritual accomplichnents, 
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istics prove Foursquaredem is forging formard on all fronts, 5 
The substantial increds\ in churches, capital, and converts reveals the 3 
movement was not founded upon personality but upon the power of faith in 7 
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ERS E: FE IS OT os ; | I TN Ris TO ws | 
ERON2E=EE HE REORGANIZE ' CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 
Er nes IN CALIFORS | 
w—_ TE TEE —tnicvendtenrcc Mou 
| JO In the latter part of the year 1863 the work was begun in California by 
'B. H. Webb and G. P. Dykes,” A letter written from Elder E. H, Webb from 
: San Francisco, March 23, 186, indicated that there were fifty-one known members 
— at that time in the state, He stated that Henry H, Morgan had gone on a 
: | mission to Southern California previous to the writing of his letter, Among 
the branches mentioned at that time were Sacramento, San Francisco, Folsom, | 
: | and Watsonvilles 
The California s8emi-annual conference met in San Francisco October 6, 186l, 
A 5 ET TY presided over by Apostle E. G Briggs, or the Quorum of Twelve, Three hundred aug 
: 7 HIER fifty-seven members in the state were accounted for at that time, The confer=- 
; Z | = ence was SeottonLy with the work or the entire state, but with the whole 
5 bs Pacific slope., © 
os | Among those as8ociated wwe early movement of the church in the state 
' ; : = Wo Joseph G. Clapp, Josiah Puttertield, Glaud Rodger and Charles W. Wandell. 
< OE - Clapp went from Nauvoo zmmere he had been a member of. the original church to | 
A — ' oy SE : Utah. Being discouraged with the church as he found | it Tunct Loning there, he 
ag went on to California and united with the Reorganized Church at El vonte : June ©, 
—— He was ordained an elder the next 
_ POL Lino by Elders Morgan and Hiram Falk. Josiah Butterfield was 
T of the original church and united with the Reorganization on May 1,. 
leaud-Rodanr-s Watockei —Gaiiter8 He later was | 
2 of the Watzonville FL Ig GLlaud Rodger accepted the church in 
places befere- 
ornia near San Bernardino, December” 21, 185h, He united —_ 
E | He accepted __ 
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a mission to California and baptized, among others, Hervey Green at, San Bernardino, 
Charles W, Wandell was born in New Tork, baptized in 1637. He was ordained an 


elder in the game year. Following the death of the martyr he became disgusted 


with the affairs ot the church in Nauvoo and withdrew from the work. He went to 
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California and for a time was ass0ciated with the Brannan colony. He joined 


the Utah church in 1851 in California and went to Australia, He returned to 


Salt Lake City about 1357. Discouraged, he went to California and united with the 

| Reorganization at San Francisco in 1573, fs labored for 4 short time in California 

and then went to Australia with Glaud Rodger, sailins on November S, LO7T3s s 
Another man that meant much to the church in its early movement was Joseph. 

F. Surton. In 1369 he was a sea captain living in Hantsport, NovZa SCOtlas 

He and his wife, having determined to move to California, went by ship oO New 

York and then made the thirteen-day trip irom there to San Francisco 1n October, 

jJjust two weeks after the through track was completed, Mr, Burton was a religious 

man and was A seekinz for truth, In the Tall of 1373 he met John Carmichael 

and became impressed with the goodness or this man, Carmichael was « wht 


ror the church in England before coming to America, He had first gone to Utah 


and had not found there what he believed, 80 had gone on to California, . Some 


WIEN IAC A Te tc 3 45 


months after meeting Mr, Carmichael the Burtons bezan attending meetinzs conducted 
by Elders John R. Cook and Daniel $, Mills, on December 7, 1673,Mr., and irs, 
Burton and her brother, George Davison, were baptized and confirmed by Elders 


- Cook and Vills. br 


B On May 1, 187h Joseph Burton was ordained an elder by Apostle Alexander 


H., Smith, Daniel S., Mills and Hervey Green, | Alexander Smith was the gon of the 


DG Co Cor rant rife de eo eo RB Gee Fir RS. 24 
. 


Prophet Joseph Snith, Jr., and a brother of the President of the church, Joseph 


Smith III. Alexander at that time was minister in charge of the Pacitic Slope 


Mission which included California, 


I os, EATEN LI ET © Ibn T | 
: f\ wot > ds Fg "> pe AS » : 
Dots 12.4 We Sz A" % al Ppt x7 i - 
ESSE IST Ye WORE 4 
wt 0 SOT Th thy I 39; Wy ? 
of S&H THO. FIT Ht + i0a's % 4 
" Le Mag be IEPA : | '# 
v 51 A SINE 3 of? $a. F: of y 
Fr = T2 ol On, L b 
1 *% , | 
+ A 
= » —& dat ts OAT II WIE S 3") 
3 J | 
$f 
= 


t | Ut | _ annual fhnterence -ab Alameda »s April 6-12, 1865, the state was 
2d into eighteen Sub=districts. The membership at that time was nine 
SY Sha twenty-three. Two other men who were ass0ciated with the work at 
this time were James W. Gillen and William Anderson. 
The work began bo Spread toward the southern part of the state and about 
1868 thi Southern California District was organized in addition to the Northern 
District, HE. H. Webb was president of the new district, 
Those in attendance at the conference of the Southern California district 


September 138, 1876, nere thrilled to have Joseph Smith III, President or the Church, 


present for the asembly, This made them feel much closer to the nucleus of 
the church which was in Missouri, Towa and Illinois, | 


In addition to the two men previously mentioned who went to Australia, there 
were at least two other men from California who were instrumental in the develorment 
of the work in the Islands of the Pacific. Albert Haws was in the Sandwich Tslands 
or Hawaii, and Joseph Burton was in the Society ISlands or French Vceania. 

Another of the early workers in California was Heman C, Smith, ſor many 
years historian of the Church, He was in charge of the Pacific Slope Mission in 

the 1660's and made his home at San Bernardino, 


The work in California grew rapidly. In 1879 California was . the fourth 


state in point of nembership, with 37h, members, In 1639 the 5tate was 8till in 


: - eg wth place with 1232 menbers. In 1899, fifth, with 2,088 members. In 1909, 

z sixth, with 2537 members, In 1919, seventh, with 3, 251 members, In 1929, seventh, 
Wo with 3,909 members. In 1939, fifth, with 5,717 members. In 19h9, fourth, with 
*_ | * | 7,5 NODEra on January 1, California ranks behind kisgouri N Michigan, and Iowa 
Se in that as; A ten year gain for the take or California from 1939 to 199 was 
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Pi - 3 2 mw and Was POLINET than either oZ the three states which have more members, The 


t percentage gains in the church are being made On the West coast, composed of 
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» Oregon, Washington and British Columbia, The increase for this entire. 
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area during the lest decade was 20.9%. 
Today the church counts nearly 8,000 menbers in the state of California. 
Its larzest concentration of membership is in the Los Angeles area, and the 


s8econd largest is in the Bay Cities area, centralized in Berkeley and San Francisco, 


There are some thirty-five congregations in the state and geven of these have 


four hundred members, or more, The $state 1s divided into three distrzets; namely, 


the Northern California District, the Southern California District, and the 


Metropolitan Los Anzeles District. 


Il, History of the @hurch, by Joseph Smith and Heman C, Smith, Poard of 
Publication, Reorzanized Church of Jesus Christ of iatter Day Saints, 
Lamonli , Loma, 1896, 


£. The Brmnan colony was founded by Samuel Erannan, who took some 300 members of the 
original church from liew York to California, sailing around Cape Horn in 18h6, 
Brannan became a very influential leader in civic and industrial afiairs, and his 
colony was largely responsible for the building up of Yerba Buena, which is now 
known” as San Francisco, Writing or this colony in the First Forty-Niner, pages 


23-33, published in New York in 1929, James A. B. Scherer $8aid, "Polygamy was not 


in their creed, and they maintained zood relations with the Gentiles. The men 
were industrious, public-spirited; the women chaste;z the children well behaved," 
Many of those in this colony later united with the Reorganization movement , 
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Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) from the : 


i THE MORMONS 


mp- Pal B=illoey 


CALIFORNIA has played understanding and tolerant host to the 


= 5 


It Is doubtful, any non-Catholle 


, F - 


religion had earlier gtart at weaving historicali pattern -to 


very days of its beginning, 


- 


this great gtate., In the mutnal affairs of both California 


and the Latter-day Saints there stands the deepest bonds of . 
8ympathetic Iinterest. Mormons heave always acknowledged to that 


gtate a peculiar debt of gratitude, And, conversely, Mormons 


had more Hes in California's historic pie than most people 
are even remotely ware, 

A little probing of Cailfornin> lore reveals how epochal 
are the Ste Mormons have played in the drama of the Pacific 


g1l0p9s Mormon s witnesged the first american flag over Yerba 


Buena, Mormon Battalion 8oldiers fashioned and lifted the first 


world into the delirious frenzy of 1849, 


e in Pueblo de Los Angeles and draped it with the Stars 


and Stripes. Earliest AMmglo-Saxon colonizers under the new flag 


were Mormons. Mormon picks 121d bare the gold which plunged a 
And Mormons made the 


first determined 8strides which changed the ranchos' Idle acres 


to the richest agricultural 8ection in the world, From the day 


- _ — 


THE MORMONS IN CALIFORNI A=--Bailey ( 2 ) 
| 


4 


Cailfornia ceaged to be a step=child of Mexico, Latter-day Saints 
have played distingulshed and creditable Parts. 

In return, California has ever boun 2a tolerant friend to 
thege religlonists. No place, outside Utah, or the eradle of its 
beginnings, does Mormondom hold more s8acred in recollection than 
California, It was first to receive the Mormon expatriates from 
the eagtern expulslon, and was early to provide a welcome haven 
to thoge destitute sufferers In the name of religion, In its 


relations with the "Saints", no black paces of violence or betrayal 


of trust have aarkened the record, California hag ever been a 
friendly refuge. = 


But the Mormon story in Callfornia is pernaps the leagt 


known of all historical epics. of the' west, , Rilse and growth of 
that American s8ect;. its turbulent beginnings in New York, Ohlo, 
Mis8ouri and Illinois; its exodus to Utah; its march to destiny 
in the Valley of the Great Salt Lake; all thege have become the 
Satitas payt of the Mormon pattern, And yet neglected, almogst 


doomed to obagcurity, lie these other strangs pages to their book, 


Samuel Brannan and the Brooklyn 
On the morning of July 51, 1846, a weary 01d 8quare-rigged 
merchantman wallowed her way through the Golden Gate, and dropped 


rusty anchor in Yerba Buena Cove, She was the Brooklyn, 81x 


months out of New York, amd bearing 238 Mormon immigrants under 
1eaderhip of Elder Samuel Brannmm, 
Their journey., around the Horn, and by way of Juan Fernandez 


Islands and Honolulu, had been = wearigome and trying one, During 
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| the long months of their voyage, which included for them geveral 
deaths and 8everal births, California had been laid s8siege to by 
American naval forces, and only two days before their historic voyage- 


end, Captain Montgomery and his forces from the s8loop Portsmouth 


had taken Yerba Buena and hoisted the Stars and Stripes above its 


o1d customs house on the bay, Mormons themeelves had expected to 


lend hand in the conquest, and the 70 able men aboard had, under 


Brannan's direction, armed and enlisted themselves as a "battalion" 
with the expectation of engaging the Mexican presidio in battle 
ghould their attempt at landing be contested, 


But th1ls entry of America's first colonizers in California 


was a peaceful one. A jolly-boat from thePortsmouth thumped 


alongside the tired old Brooklyn as she 8gettled to anchor, A young 


officer briskly gwang to the deck of the emigrant 8hip, saluted the 
5 crowd of excited Mormons, and announced, "Ladies and gentlemen, I 


have the honor to inform you that you are now in the United States 


of America,” For a moment there was” 8ilence.,. Then a lusty cheer 


broke forth, 1It was not war they wanted, but peace, and freedom 
: from persecution. And in the ganctuary of California they were to 
| pee find that peace. 
The Mormons and San Francisco 
By coincidence, on the very day the 8ship Brooklyn with its 
pilgrims, had cleared New York for California, the Mormon ploneers 
had headed west through Iowa territory toward their gathering place 
Bo in the valley of the Great Salt Lake, Like the brethren who were | 
: TO being driven from cities and homes in Illinois to the bleak prairies 1 
——_— CR | 
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of the west the Saints under Samuel Brannan were abandoning their 
cherished holdings in New England to found a more peaceful haven 
on the little known borders of western America, Both migrating 
groups==thogse from Illinois as well as thoge from New England-- 
cherighed a common ob Jective--the "gathering place," Colonizers 


under Brannan were certain this "gathering place” would be Calli- 


fornia, Not until the following year did these new arrivals on 


San Francisco Bay come to realize Brigham Young had made final : 


cholce of ths more arid vales of Utah, 


Long beBpre this, however, the San Francisco Mormons gave life, 
hope and movement to the 8gleepy village which would gomeday be the 
motropolls of San Francisgco, Indeed, few ootoniaing expeditions was 
ever better prepared for the tagk it had get Its8elf to do, Into the 


hold of the Brooklyn had gone "agricultural and mechanical implements 


ror eight hundred men: scythes, plows, hoes, forks, shovels, plow- 
lrons, naills, glass; blackemith, carpenter and millyieht tools; 
turning lathes and gawmmill irons; printing equipment and two yoars' 
8upply of paper. There were gauch gtaples as brass, copper, tin 

and crockeryware, dry goods and an immense s8upply of school books 
and 8glates, Two milch cows, forty pigs, and crates of fowls had been 
loaded aboard to make certain Zion had an agricutural start.. And the 


cows, milked on deck, provided a fresh and nourishing dlet Gor the 


Brooklyn's infant passengers," 


Samuel Brannan, by trade, Was A printer, and the press hauled 


| Y =_ 
around the Horn, and s8et up in a mill loft on San Francisco Bay, 


l 
\ 


gave to California its pLANESE newspaper-zihe California Star. 


TRe oral camwt pines youre? 1; | E97, and wan » cnkedatill « fins Re Tect” 
In other anterprises Mo S] Wore equally industrious and 8nccegssfu 
| 5-mple's Colifoernwnn, of orAares. 
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| Houges were built, mills s8et up, and a huge CRELET farm (New Hops) 
was PF9Jeoted along the headwaters of the San tn River, at 

| the juncture of the Stanislaus. 

| The feveetish activity of the San Francisco Mormons had for 
basis the belief that the greater migration westward from Illinois 
must certainly have terminus in the fertile valleys of California. 
As a leader Samuel Brannan had tremendous vitality, and took deeply 
gerious the necessity of "preparing a place" for the weary Saints 

to rest from the 1ong and burdensome journey across the American 
plains, The deep 8011, galubrious climate, and natural beauty of the 
land he'd been chogen to colonize, made deep and lasting Impresslon 
upon Samuel Brannan, In contrast. to the stubborn farmlands of his 
native Maine, this Eden of the west had everything to recommend it 
to the harasged Saints Now being 16t orally driven out of the states 
dordering on the Missis8ipps . 


Yet, in spite of every preparation, and the hopes of Elder 


_ Brannan, San Francisco Bay and adjecent areas were destiined never 


to become the major theme to the Mormon gymphony, Much to Brannan!s 


disappointment, and that of the Brooklyn colonists, the great exodus 


of this modren I8rae]l failed to come off as they had hoped, Israel 


chosge to 80journ in the wilderness. Brigham Young marked Salt Lake 


ity as "this Loths placo,.” The exodus halted far short of the 


Goghen of the Pacific, 


Brannan, while 8still certain the twenty thougsand Saints from 


Illinois would goon augment his shipload from New York, in April 


of 1847, traversed the 8nowy passes of the Sierras on a lonely 


Journey eastward to meet the Saints and guide them through the 
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mountains to California, Braving the game s8nows which had trapped 
_ and brovght disaster to the Danner Party, Brannan passed by the 
camp of their dead, and after mich hardship finally gained the 
Slerran eagstern 8ide., From there he rode hor8eback to Port Hall, 


and on June 350, 1647, intercepted the Mormon, vanguard, and Brigham 


Young, on the banks of the Green River. 


BER Brigham Young, however, was unimpressed by his young elder! s 


dagcription of the lands bordering am the Pacific. Doggedly Young 
8wwng his weary pioneers gouth and west into the Valley of the 
Great Salt Lake, And, just as torredty did Brannan endeavor to 
changes the leader's mind, Brannan could not avoid comparing the 
degolate stretches of g8agebrush which the leader had chosen as * 
"gathering place" with the incomparably lush and well-watered leagues 
which lay beckoning and unclaimed beyond the Slerras, Brannan re- 
mained with the ploneers iuntil August 9, 1847, And, not untTil 
Mormon plows were turning the earth of Salt Lake Valley, and dams 
had been bullt for Iirrigating the parched earth of the Great Basin, 
aid he avandon his efforts to convince Brigham Young of the fallacy 
of his course, Tt was a discouraged and embilttered Samuel Brannan 


who s8tarted the. long journey back to the other Mormon colony at 


San Francisco. 


kistorlians have wondered about the outcome had Samuel Brannan 
been 5U ccogsful in nducing Brigham Young to move his legions of 
homeless Saints on to the Pacific 8lope., At the time Brannan could 
not have known that in another year a chance discovery of gold in 


the new lands he'd 80 heartily adopted wonld not only makes him ors 


of the richest of men, but would change the sleeping vales of California 
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instead of the arid vales of Utah, what would have happened to 

. ; it during 'the coming mad hegira of the gold rush? Couid the 
Church, as a vnit, have withstood the preseure of coming events? 
And what would have been California's his tory had Kormons held 


the predominant position which was theirs when the Brooklyn 


ITS dropped anchor, and which would have been doubly s8ecured had that 

magter colonizer elected to follow Erannan on to the coast? 

- In the High Sierras, not far from Lake Tahoe, Brannan had 

the gurprisingly good fortune to Intercept the main body of the 
Mormon Battellon=-recently discharged from service in the now- 
concluded Mexican War, and heading east to meet Brigham Young! s 
pLoneers, and rejoin thelr families on the plaing, Eragerly the 
ex=-g01diers pumped Semmuel for news regarding the plans of the 
Saints and the loved-ones they had left at Council Bluffs more 


BED | than a Year ago, In tum, their om strange story was given to 


his ears, As to their queries regarding the place Brighmm Young 


| had chogen, Samuel was apathetic, At his urgings, a great many 


Fo : number of the men returned with him to Sutter!s Fort, to geek 
_ _ employment for the winter. 
| At Sutter's, and after neewrly a thousand miles of alkall 


dust, the peace and greenery of California etched a regolve into 


| F Brannan's heart that never was to leave him, Let Brigham have 
FE: his 82gebrush Zion, To Caiifornin, he ewore, would be his destiny. 


— __ Sutter's was booming with men from the war, and here Brannan 


- 
- 


decided to get up a general store, to be stocked from s8shp-trade 
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at Sam Francisco Bay, When this was arranged, he left his 


Mormon comrades and hurried on to Yerba Buena, arriving there 


Sep tember 18, 1847, He found the Mormon colony not only pros= 
pering, but considerably augmented by the errival of other mem=- 
bers of the Mormon Battalion, recently discharged from gervice 


at, Los Angeles, 


Eagerly Samuel EBrannen plunged Into the affairs of the 


young and growing city. His newspaper became 5 power in the 


land, his home the meeting place of every notable . In meremtIile 
and civic affairs Brannan expanded constently in lmportmce, And 
up to the very eve of the gold discovery, Samuel] managed his 
Church's affairs with capability and imagination, Yet, strangely, 
1t was Brennan, and the newly arrived members of the Mormon Bat- 
talilon who were destined to pl=y key parts In the drama which 
woulda l11ft 0a1iforata to eminence 2nd color unattailned by amy 


gimilar place in the world's dominion, 


The Mormon Battalion 


In considering the central Caiifornia Mormon pileture under 
Brannan, perticulerly the period from 1847-50, the interlapping 


of the Battalion phage with that of the Brooklm colonists is 


"constant, 


| Two important factors debermined the birth of this Mormon 
army--the outbreak of the Mexican War of 1846, md the arivings 
of the Saints from Illinois, On January 20 of thet year, gome 
weeks before the Nauvoo exodus, the Mormon Eigh Council canged to 


be published in its Times and Seagons Aa public declaration of the 


Y 8 


CALIFORNIA --=Bailey ( 9 ) | 
eh's intention to remove itself to "some good valley in the 
Roe Mountains ." 14 turther atatod that in ovent of Proaident 
: TFolk's "recommendations to build block houges and stockade forts 
E | on the route to Oregon, becoming 2 law, we have encouragement of 
TT having that work to do." : 
| | Je88e C, Little, Mormon pres1ident of its Eagtern States 
| Miss8ilon, was instructed to go to Washingeton and plend the Mormon 
w _ cause as best he conld, "If our government shall offer ny 
facilities for emigrating to the western coast,” he was told, 
embrace those facilities, if possible., As a wise and faithful 
man, take every honorable advamtage of the times you can, * | 
? | Little!s arrival in Washington, May 21, occurred at the very 
moment when the capitol was s8eething with excitement over the 
| "Mexicm incident.” A reconnoitering troop of fmerican dragoons 
| on the Mexican border had been ambugshed and fired upon, with a 
| logs of sixteen men, Pregident Polk already head directed a special 
message to Congress voiced in the indi mant cry: that "Mexico had 
_ invaded our territory, and s8hed the blood of our citizens on our 
= : om S801], "** Congress had answered with = declaration of war, 
Ex GE | RR Already the victories of General Taylor in the battles of 
IM - pan Alto and Regeca de _ Palma had fanned American war 8pirit to 
| © : ' a tempest. A great "Army of the Weat" was to be gathered at Fort 
| Þþ -” Leavenworth, under command of Colonel Stephen WV, Kearny, Plans 
2 5 Ds  _ for this army included invasion of Mexico, with closge cooperation 
; -— 7” of the American battle fleet aiready dispatched around the Horn | 
© Es to the west coast of North america, But Polk's first and major | 


————ElIttlo's Report, Higt. of Brigham Young Ms., II, pp. 11-12. 
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problem was to assemble that " Army of the West;"” to got it to 
California without delay. 

By now the pathetic exodus of Latter-day Saints from I11inois 
had commenced, Saints by thousgands were already trudging the plains 
of Iowa, And Elder Little! s generous tender of Mormon mmpower to 
fTortify the west was aSvidly s8eized by President Polk amd his cabinet 
as a ready-at-hand means of progecuting the war, Out of Jegse 
Little!'s appeal for sguffrags in the Church!s d-rkest hour, came 
a gtrange bargains, | 

The American nation was =t war, Mmpower was gorely and im=- 
meci-tely needed on the western borders of the nation, Mormons 
already were on the western border, Mormons had the manpower. On 
June ©, 1846,- Elder Little wrote in his report: "I visited Presi- 
dent Polk; he informed me that we ahould be protected in California 
and that five hundred or one thous and of our people 8hould be taken 
into the service, officered by our own men; 8a1id that I should 
have letters from him, and from the secretary of the navy to the 


SUQArON « " 


Colonel Thomas L, Kane was entrusted with the orders to Kearny 
regarding the projected Mormon army, Kane accompanied Elder Little 
ag far as St, Louis, where they 8eparnted-- the Colonel] Burrying on 
to Fort Leavenworth to make arrangement, Little continuing on to 
the wilderness of Iowa to lay before Brighwm Young the reegults of 
his Washington plen.s 

Acting under Kane's presidential order, Keerny meanwhile sped 
Captain James Allen northward from Fort Leavenworth to the Mormon 


camps. Allen's instruectlons were to\ immodintely recruit )a battallon 


_ — 


of five hundred Kormon mens 
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'T: camp at Council Bluffs. Next day he met with Church leaders, to 
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On the 30th of June, Captain Allen rode into Brigham Young! s 


decide the feagibilty of 80 ambitious an undertaking, together 
with ways and me ms for its speedy accomplishmment. | 

To drain five hundred ablest Mormons from the deastitute ranks 
of the ploneers at this particular time was » hazard which might 
eagily end in disaster for the whole Mormon venture, For ons 
thing, the geagon was late, The heart-rending task of Nauvoo!s 
evacuation had Cat precious months, and had brought. the v nguard 
as far as the enstern banks of the Misgouri River, From there 
back to Illinois the Baints were strung by thousands along rutty 
wagon trails and temporary camps, Brigham Young was faced with the 
necessity of wintering his famished, ill-clad hosts in as forbidding 
a wilderness as ever greeted the bram and tempers of men, Now 
came this call for the best of his sorely needed menfolk, The 
matter was pondered tearfully and prayerfully., 

After conference with Allen, Brbgham Young and. the Council 
coneluded wisdom lay. in acceding to the call. Accordingly, a megt=- 
ing was called at Council Bluffs to lay the matter pofore the peoples 
After Captain Allen had addressed the "aints regarding the momentous 
undertaking, Young 8piritedly urged the men to enlist, "I pro- 
poged that the five hundred volunteers be mustered and I would do 
my besÞ to gee all their families brought forward, as far as my 
influence extended, and feed them while I had anything to eat myself,"+ 
In three days the muster-rolls were filled, and Captain Allen, as 
2eting aolenel, took over command in. the name of the United Stated. 


It was a motley=-looking army, but it was composed of good men, 


I. 


of Brigham Young Ms., IT, Pp. 4,9. 
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od 


RJ. 


of brave men--as history 80 amply testifies. To kiss a wife or 

a mother goodbys, in the midst of = grim wilderness--knowing that 
that wife or that mother must drive an ox team, pilot a wagon loaded 
with every cherished family possession necrogs the gnvage=infested _ 
American plaing--was a gacrifice both heroic and reckless, Flour 
barrels were empty when the Battalion marched away, And ® poignant 
reason why those ragged men marched, was the as8gurance their pay 

a8 common 801dlers might provide food and gustenance for those 

loved ones they were forced to leave behind, 

After many exciting 2dventures, after a congsilderable number 
(including Colonel Allen) had contracted malaria, the weary men 
arrived at Fort Leavenworth on fngusgt l., Here the Mormon Bettalion 
received its tents, ordnance, food gupplies, and five hundred 
8stands of =>rms, More inmediately important to the brethren was 
their first Is8uance of pay. | 

Bach 801dier was to receive the monthlF infantry pay of gewBen 
dollars, with clothing allow2nce of forty-two doilars for the year's 
enlistment, Agreeing awong themselves to make the march to Calls 
fornia in the clothes they had worn out of Nauvoo, the greater 
amount of. the clothing allowance, at least, was s8ecrotly digspatched 
to the pioneers on the Misgsouril River to alleviate the distregss made 
imminent by the necessity of. winter-quartering the Saints in Iowa, 
This money, 80 desperately needed by the Battalion members, amd 80 
unselfishly tendered the Saints in their darkest hour, provided 
the means which kept the very 1ife in Brigham Young's band of 
vo1immts throughout that ghastly winter of 1846-47,. 

It w2s necessnary for their beloved commender, Colonel James 


Allen, to order from his sick bed the estart of their march from ' 
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> Fort Leavenworth, He promised to overbake his troops after a 
few days! regt and recuperation, But on the 25rd of August 
Colonel Allen was dead, The Mormon army, then nearing the borders 


of the Arkansas, received the news with pained gorrow and un- 


certointy, The tolerant, kindly Allen had 8olidly endeared him- 


gel1f in the hearts of his Mormon charges. | 
& 
Elections were held to fill the vacancy, Captain Jefferson 


tmt, of Company A, being chosen and gustained by manimous vote. 
Unfortumntaley, no g00nsr was this matter 8ettled to the brethren! s 
gatiagfaction, than : Lieutenant A, J, Smith, of the Second Dragoons, 
arrived from Leavenworth, with orders from Major Horton to succeed 
Allen as Battalion commander, In > rather high-=hamded manner he 


proceeded to do 80, 


Under Smith's merciless drivings the Battalion marched--s1ck, 


bewildered, unh=ppy=--through the long, wenry days of heat and dust, 


From Leavenworth, after crogsing the Kaw River, they followed the 


— 


route ploneered earlier in the year by Colonel Alexander Doniphan, 


4 A RI Soo mg WII 1 I ret 


we oo AY eo was 
= 


He and his Mis8ouri Dragoons had now reached Santa Fe, 


iz On September 16, at a point somewhere west of the later gettle- 

3 ment of Dodge City, Smith ordered the twelve or fifteen families, 
who in wagons Were trailing the Battalion, to immedinstely gepnrate 
themselve s from the command, and proceed under the direction of 

Captain Nelgon Higgins to Pueblo, 

| SSN Lightened considerably by this weeding-out process, Smith 
\ ; | | now drove his army OI ER g8ly Forward, But under the gcourges 
+ x OE | ; of heat, thirst, and the miserable food provided, the slck men 
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grew gteadily vor a= the well men s-nk to a atate of un- 
utterable physilcal exhaustlon, 

By October g8curvy was rampmt, md the condition of the men 
had become alarming, Rather than grant them the recuperative 
blessing of rest, Smith grew Increas ingly Impatient to get his 
army to Santa fe, Already physically depleted by the Nauvoo ex- 
pulsion and the hardships of Iowa, the men were far from the proper 
physical trim to undertake a grueling foot-march of two thousgznd 


commis88ary 
miles, Their stock amd, wagons 1likewise ha4d_commenced the journey 


Fa 
in Illinois--not Fort Leavenworth-- md consequently was not of the 
best, IInstead of congsideration and sympathy for this condition, 
Smith tyranicailly drove them to the very 1imit of their endurancs. 
It was on the 9th of October the Battalion limped its way through 


the Pags of Gallsteo, and on into the once-Mexlcan stronghold of 


Santa Fe, Ar hundred=-gm salute from Doniphan!s corps marked 


thelr entry into the- enclent town. 

Fortunately, a new commander took over the march from Santa 
Fe to California, Colonel P. St. George Cooke, while a notorious 
8tickler for discipline and militwy forms, was nevertheless a 
welcome improvement over the harahly arrogant Smith, It must have 
been a painful s8ight to the Colonel!'s napti63 eyes when the Battalion 
1ined itself up for his inspection amd assmptlon of command. 
Forced marches, gcant food, sicknesg--ail had done their worst., 
A88ilgnment of clothing allowances by the brethren to their desti- 
tute loved ones in the "Camps of Igr-ei,” had brought the wwmy to 
a gorry s8rectacle of rags and tatters. : 


A few mules and partial rations for s8ixty days were All the 
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| oupplies Cooke was able to commendeer for his army at Santa Fe, 


- 


At his orders, Aa mambor of the degperately asilck men were in- 
valided, and on October 19, 1846, the thinned rmks under his 


command , marched out of Sants Fe into the west, The Mormon 


Battalion's orders were to open a wagon road to the const, 


Kearny! s Corps, already engaging the Mexicans In Caiilfornia, had 
been forced to abandon wagons and finish their merch as mounted 
TrOOPS « The B-ttallon was to haul the first wagons through, 

To men emaciated by s8emi-starvation and digsenee, with stock 
and rolling equipment in pitiable condition, and with rations 
totally insufflcilent to guarantees the army ngaingst lmngper, 
Kearny's order was © demand of brutal proportions. But perhaps 
unknown and unreckoned by this American commander, were s80me 
oternal fonts of strength upon which the s8ober Mormons had been 
tamght to draw. To enduramce bred of hardship was added a gug- 
taining faith which quickened bodies and drove them forward 
ious the deathly perils of that march, Within a month the 
gtern, undeviating Colonel Cooke came to realize he was commding 
a Battailon of extraordinary men, Their physical exploits are 


beyond explmation, unless a gober accounting be made of the eternal 


_verities upon which those hardy 8ouls 80 failthfully le aned , 


By the middle of November the army's "beef" eubsistence con- 
8i8ted of thoge ahrunken oxen no longer able to pull their sgupply- 


WAGONS « Not even the entrails were was ted as food. The pinch of 


neceasity was further manifested by constantly dwindling rations 


of flour, coffee and 821t, 


The fo arful str2in upon the endurance of the men could not 
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but ahow itseif. By November 10 fifty-five men had collapsed., 
Cooke, realizing the chances of thege sufferers reaching Cail- 
fornis” aiive was patheticaily remote, ordered LieutenmtW.,W, 
Willis to egcort them to Pueblo, A wagon was loaded with half 
rations of beef and flour, After pronouncing the "blessings and 
promises of Goa" upon the fevered brows of thege broken 80uls, 
the Battalion marched =2way to leave therslick ones to reach Pueblo 
however well they might, 

While eight days! rations were s8aved to the main army by 
dep2rture of the Willls Party, 1t was goon ®9pparent that not even 
the s tretching of ect. could guarantee food enough to last 
the Battaiion into Caiifornia. And yet, with all the digcomforts, 
with all the hardahips, one Fo ppeooo in vain for the drastic 
eriticiam of Cooke ns commander, auch as was consilstently voiced 
againsgt Smith, Cooke was stern, ungswerving; at times geverely 
harsh. But Cooke was a true goldier. There was nothing arrogant 
nor pettily vindictive in his attitude toward the men, 

To people of modern-day comforts, it seems. incredible that 
men could be expected to crogs afoot d-gerts of from thirty to. 
ninety mile g--with only a- canteen of water between themselves and 
death, Words never can adequately degcribe the thirst-maddened 
gufferings of this body of men before the south margin of the GLla 
River at lagt was won, When canteens were dry, when 1t g8eemed 


beyond earthly hops that human flesh could endure to the next 


wate r-hole--out would come picks and ahovels, and with last opunces 


of gtrength, the delirious men would drim wells to the subterranean 


gources of. this precious neceasity to faltering men and beast. 
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 These wells, and the wagon road, coming at such » prive in human 


_- 


TFT Ng, toe iv bas feos eee —_ Mao dhey ornate Fan ct” + * R 


{29 } 


- fe 


aufforing, later 8erved 2 nation in Its westward migration and 


expanslon to the Pacific 8slope. But to thoge wretched 8ouls of 


the Mormon Battailon, many were the days when the dark specter 
of death was faced with faith aione a88erting itself in agonized 


prayers to God for deliverance, Cniifornia was the gonl=--the 


restful haven, Roped to wagons, ragged, shoeless, half-gtarved 


and maddened with constant thirst, the Mormon Battailon gome how 
dragged Iitaelf acpogs the lethal wastes of the great gouthwest., 

While engaged in cros8sing the Colorado, news came of the 
Mexican uprising in Caiifornia against the victorious American 
armieg--and with It mother urgent appeal upon the Battailon for 
hasts . Cooke g8ped his ragged troops on forced marches toward 
the conflict. But not even these exigencies could induce the 
gtubborn colonel = abandon the wagons, nor the primary objective 
he'd et his had to accomplish. Kearny had ordered the opening 
of a road into California. Cooke was determined Kearny should 
have that road--and with It some wagons as evidence in proof. 

So, even though mogt of the mules had long since perished, 
the men rolled thoge mile-rickety contraptions onward, With picks 
and ghovels they carved the hilleides, With crowbars and gunpowder 
they hoved a way through rock, Food g8upplies were exhausted, and, 
while a J6tell rode on to San Diego for needed beef, both men and 


dying mules subsisted on mes8quito pods, Conquering of that last 


V—————— -  ——— ——— 


and longest degert was a triumph of physical endurence, and evi- 


dence of a faith that 2ilowed no defeat, 


On Jauary 21, the Mormon Battailon camped on Warner's Ranch, 
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While the hungry brethren gorged themselves on the good beef 


raiged by this Ymkee 8ettler from Mags2chugetts they bagked in 


the Joy of their epic accomplishment, At lagt they had rea 
Caiilfornia--though their entry bore little gemb1ance to that of 
a conquering army, Their olothes were rags, their feet were bare 
amd bleeding=--but Kearny could never deny they had brought the 
wagons Through, 

But there was little time allowed to the comforts of Warmer's 
 Kkmche. i nourter had brought fresh news from Kearny. The rebellion 
had been gnccessfuly dealt with, and the Battalion was to proceed 
to San Diego, Tt took m other week of aste2dy plodding before the 
a2PYmy came upon its first sight of the Pacifle Ocem , But on 
Jamuary SO, 1847, the Mormon Battalion, af ter history!s longest 
infantry march, grounded arms in the courtyard of the Catholic 


MissLon of San Diego, 
It was fitting a church should heave been their first haven of 


Yest. 


The Battalion and California 


Their rest at Sam Diego proved. a brief one, Within two days 
they were marching northward again=--to be quartered at the Migsion 


3an Iuis Rey, This mission'!s ruined quarters were cleaned, repaired 


and made comfortable by the brethren, Days of intenslve military 
arill followed, and after that, over the futile protegsts of the 
Brethren, the Battalion was divided, Company B was ordered back 
to San Diego for garrigon duty, The remaining four compmies, 


with exception of a small thirty-man garrigon for San Luis Rey, was 
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= my | marched north to the Pueblo as Los Ange leg--arriving there March 23, 
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_____ The i88ves of war al ready had been decided before the Mormon 


Battalion!s arrival on the Pacific Coagt., In the north Fremont, 


in two engagements, had s8ucceassfully dofeated the Mexicans under 
Cagtro., Commodore Sloat, with the American naval s8quadron, had 


taken Monterey, and in almost s8imultaneous action, Montgomery had 4 


painlessly claimed Yerba Fnena, Stockton!s snailors md the recruit- 
8gwollen army of Fremont had ended hostilities at Los Angeles, The 
lagt, amd perhaps bloodiest en £2 goments , had been won by Kearmy on 
December 6, 1846, and January B, 1847, 

The Mormon Bat tailon was denied its test of mettle in Open 
ma renont with the enemy--but courage can be proven In other ways 
than ghedding of human blood, A modern railway and a ribbon of 
transcontinental road now stand monument to this other kind of valor, 
Without recourse to the oppress0rT's grinding hesl, without rapine 
and pillags, they won the peace, As occupational troops They 
gorved their country well; so well that their final departure came 
amid clamor md petition of the conquered populace that they remain. 

But 1ittle of Iidlenegss was granted the Mormon Battalion during 
its Los Angeles 80Journ, Already it had been partially divided, 
with almost a ### fourth of its men garrisoned at San Diego and 
San ILuis Rey. And now, within two weeks of Its arrival, Company CG 
was poked away to the mountains to guard Cajon Pags8s 2gailngt the 
Vexican and IndiLm guerilla bands who stubbornly haragsed the Ameri- 


can forces of occupation, Remainder of the Battalion was detalled 


to the drudging labors of baking, repairing the village structures, 


and building a fort atop the hill west of tom. This fortification, 
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on the aame hill where GIllesple had been forced to astand s1ege, 
stood directly over the former Broadway tunnel, It was dedicated : 


as Fort Moore on Los Angeles! firgt FOUP TH OL-ERLY celebration, 


with 8oleymn amd impressive flag-raiging ceremony, Even its flag- 


pole was a Mormon nRachlevements, 


"...A company of natives and Mormons were gent to the San 


for a pole, A long, time pagsed before they returned, and the 
m1thorities became worried, Finally on the old Mission Road a 
large cloud of dugt was 8g880n... It was the flagpole cavalcade! 
it had two tree trunks, one about 90 feet and the other about '/5 


Teet, mounted on the axles of about twelve carretag, Each was 


hauled by twenty yoke of oxen... The two trunks, spliced, made 
a flagpole for the city 150 feet high, that !could be geen by all 


man," * 


Among thoge hurriedly recruited regiments throm into the 
Californin campaign, were gome whose ranks were fillled with border 
rens gades and the riff-raff of the eagtern cities. Colonization 
rights, bonuses, and promisefs of public lands had lured many an 
undesirnble to take up arms, While fighting was the atrict 
requisite, they had showmn themselves brave and Pal thful soldiers, 


but with the closing of hogtilities had come the ch-fing monotony 
_ of peace, Drinking, gambling, rapine and wholesnle desertions fol-. 
lowed. American milit-ry 2uthorities were driven to wit's end in 
coping with a s8ituation embarrassing to them and a gource of concern 


to the natives. 


In contrast was the stalwart, gober Mormons whoge arrival had 
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Bernardino mount-ins to fell the tallest trees they could find - 
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| boon AC $ti550 r>ther mailenmtly. They worked hard, they 

| complained 1ittle, they abst2ined from drink and the vices and 
CN 

Little wonder Spanish=-speaking natives and 


 folliss about them. 


Indians recognized the intrinsic goodness of thee strange g01- 
alers., To them the word- "Mormon" came to connote a creature a 
1ittle superior to the " mericans" about them. And when ths 
Battalion's term of enlistment ne avs 1ts end, military theory 
tiles were implored by the natives to retain Normons as garrison 
troops in preference to the less reli-ble compmies who mist ag- 
gume this duty when the Battslion had gone its way, In San Diego, 
where Compay B was quartered, A petition was 8igmed by every. 
pergsom in town. ; 

In May, before General aearny departed for the east, hs made 
strenuous efforts to re-enlist the Battalion. And as the time 
for mugtering-out drew nearer, Sy attractive offers were dangled 

Pr. be fore Mormon eyes to induce them to remain in 8ervice,. When 

praige and en Jolery failed, there were threats of Impresament, 

Honest justice to these faithful men forestaslled 80 drastliec a 

f YN move, and in the end the call of loved ones md the stongor cry 

oj of duty were the deciding is88ves, Mail from the east revealed 
that Brigham Young amd the vanguard already were nearing the 

Rockies. Hostilitises in Californis had ceaged, ZLion-to-be-built 


" had need of their hearts and bram. So, on July 16, 1847, nfter 
: - | all companies of the Battalion had been reunited in Los Angeles, 
= brief mus ter ing-out ceremony was conducted, end the men disg- 
37 charged from cervioe « Eighty-one of the brethren elected to remain 


under arms for an additional 8ix months, and were gent back to San 
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Tthough at last freed from the goldier'!s yoke, there still 
remained a thousand miles of wilderness and mountains to be con=- 
quered before they could hope to greet their loved-ones in the 
promised land of the Great Bagin, After mugtering-out and payoff, 
the brethren ass8embled at a rendezvous three miles from the Pueblo, 
Fortunately s8tock nd provisions were cheap, md with their meager 
cagh the brethren were able to as8semble g-tilesfactory traveling 
equipment for the return Journey. 

Within a week their caravan was wending northward through 
Californin!s wide valley of the San Joaquin, At Sutter!s Fort 
they stopped to barter, md on September 6, whlle leaving the 
t2hoe basin, came their nTatants meet with S-muel Brannan in the. 
Silerrasg, For Brannamm, *t that moment, was returning Lo 83an Pran- 
clsco following his dismpointinge interview with Brighom Young 
in Salt Lake Valley, Brennan'!s doleful = count of things he!d 
g289n made considerable Impression on the minds of the brethren, 

The decislon=--whetner to return and winter at Sutter!'s Fort, Or 
push on to Utah, became an individual problem of every man. Af ter 
aiscussilon and counsel, About half the number congsidered It wisdom 
to remain In California, The others sn72pped fingers at Brannm's 
gloomy 2dvice, and continued on toward the new Zion, 

Those who elected to remain had no aifficulty obtaining work. [0 
John A, Sutter ouffored' crying nood for willing hands. Fremont 
had recruited the best of Sutter's american workers and riflemen, 
ihe g8ober, is Sa were as angwers to his prayers. 


4 


His foreman, James Vi, Margshall, took a crew of nine of the 


brethren, three other white men and a number of Indians, and moved 


up to the Coloma Valley, Here » g-wmmill was to be erected, 


” £ — 


|. 


> 4b 
4 
tht 6 ns ads bed aa 6d TAPAS $A, oo 1 vt GA 59s fe 


F TH. A. Log M4 " Y . : p , "a HY bw hx D—— a 
| 2-1. +4 3.3 
r IT gi 4 F TI” FOOLS)? AP 
£, " 14 ae > * + " _ g «W1'AF, $4 be Fd. ; S4* 
7 we ” Is WER IS ON 1x % > 9 Yr. Sat, 
* OP "* - '* 7 $7 ak. on EA» 
oh I, hot yg 2 4 36; Bog Fo Ws 4". i WE Ww"; Tak +4 6.08 —_ Is 
> f 4 ">; 
Y * "4 v % ve LOT on *, LA x te Y a A ky a 
: + i P of» "7%. Wh.) 
5 ww PEYTIS. Be Jak FR be 
" o \ % . TH \ A YI, 
OY : - ; he. "4? 3.64 
” [2 < Po p 
p J *e Fy . FO *; PF) 59 Fu "y _— 
l o td Pr »\© Sfp, S. 4 \ 
4 p, L338 Ky wed 3s 4 Ak mh. wy F n 
I - IL y” e- E . ad. \ 1s 
' 4 3 - 0 ”- 4 
, h 0 A 6 4 F 
4 o Lt « x 
$41 * 4>,4 & 
*. 
c 
% 


The men labored through the winter, felling trees, construct= 
"2n& Aa brush dan neross the river, and deepening a dry channel for 
a m411 race, On the morning, of PE agg! FSR, af ter a particularly 
heavy rain, yellow granules were found intermixed with the bed-sand 
of the new mill-r2ce, Curious nas to what they might be, Marshall 
dispatched one of the Indians to his cabin for a tin plate, With 


this he was able to obtain a amall quantity of the metal, And on 


= | — that day Henry W, Bigler, one of the Battalion brethren, recorded 
in his journal: "This day some kind of metal was fonnd in the tail 
race that looks like gold.” Some days later, in the sme Journal, 
Bigler had marked an epoch, "Our metal has been tried md proves 
; th be g0ld.,. -. Ve have picked up more than a hundred dollars! worth = 
this .* 
Before the yerr was out, this discovery of gold on the American 
River 1n California, was d=-8tined to gtart a tide of Iinmigration 


westward that would change the face of the nation. 


While the Mormon brethren continued to honor their contract 
by. laboring daily on the uncompleted mill, Mar8hall hnagstened down=- 
river for conference with Captain Sutter. So rich were the sands 
about them, that by brief labors in the evening the Mormons were 
able to pan for themselves many times the mount they received as 
employees of Sutter, Even after the secret was out md the egtreamms 
gwarmed with gold-hungry men, these Mormon boys continued with their 
;  tagk. Not until March 11 was the mill completed and running, 
But "i gpite of elabornte efforts on the part of Sutter and 


OE Marshall to hide the grent secret, it goon was traveling by word 


of mouths, It remained only for Samel Br mnan to complete The 
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cycle that was to get the world aflame, From time to time 
throughout the early spring of 1248 news of the aicovery was 


reported In and =bout Smmn Franclsco, The asgtute So2mel, while A 


Ls a visit to his Sacrmento store, not only inveastigated the 
rumors, but carried back to San Francisco a quinine bottle 


gtuffed with the precious metal, 

It was May of 1848, and Brennan had 121d = few pergonal plans, 
before the world was really t2ken Into confidence regarding the 
digcovery, Then, with hat in one hand, with quinine vial in the 
other, Prannan strode the muddy streets of Sen Francisco, and In 
his bull=-like voics he ﬆhovted the tidings: "Gold, gold, GOLD! 
Gold from the americm River!" WA 


Within a week the city was degerted.. 


Cailfornia Mormons--both Battalion members and those from 
Brannan!s New York group=--were enviably sitnated to profit from 
the strike, From chance a1 edovery by os more Battallon boys 
came one of the richest finds of all--the fabulous "Mormon Island" 
in the American River. Those other brethren, still bound to Sutter 
by employment contract, utilized their odd hours to garmer consider- 
2ble wealth in raw gold, nor did the Smn Francisco brethren neglect 1» 
opportunity to stake gome of the first claims on the gravel bars 
of Cnlifornin!s streams, Even today a tour of the Mother Lode 
country reve als many geographical names quaintly reminiscent of 
the day when Mormons were first on the acene., [ "Mormon Gulch" 


(wherein 1s now sﬆl tuated Tuttletom), "Mormon Bar" (Morced-Yogomi te | 


highway), "Mormon Is8l=na" (near Folgom), ote .] 
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With the only store In Sacramento Valley, Samuel Brannan 

: reaped golden Raveoat from his gale of implements nd provisions, 
No time was wasted fn opening other stores in the gold camps of 

Celoma and Natoma, | In the Szeramento store nlone, receipts were 
g00n averaging five thougand dollars a day e Though greed had 
tarted its insatiable gnaw at Brannan!s goul, he still maintained 
an unctuous decorum among his brethren, Put unmistakable now 

were the slgns of his disintegration, It is 8aid he demanded and 
received tithing from all Mormon earnings--though there 1s no 
record of his having delivered ay part of the money over to the 
Church, 

In contrast to Erannan's lusgt for wealth is the example 8et 

by the majority of the Battalion brethren during that hectic Summer « 


ED No get of men could ever have been more favorably situ-ted to gain 


from the gold atrike., They were first on the spot; they had free 


choice of the beat locations before the crowds 8wept in, To have 


| rem2ined in California another year might have as88mred them wealth. 
But the call had come from President Young, They were to take up 
their burdens In Salt Lake Valley, They were to plight hearts and 
bram to the tagk of building Zion. 

EO RENEE "Thus," 8aid historian Bancroft, "amidst the scenes now every 
day becoming more md more abgorbing, bringing to the front the 


gtrong at pagaions in man's nature...at the call of what they 


. deemed duty, thee devotees of their religion unhesitotingly laid 
dom their wenlth-winning implements, turned their backs on what 


= ls DFR all the world was Just then making ready with hot haste and mugstered 
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strength to grasp at, and s8truggle for, md m=archee through new 
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toils and dangers to meet their brethren in the degert!"+% 

The elghty-onse members of the Battalion, who in Los Angeles 
had elected to remain under arms for an 2dditional enlistment of 
81x months, had been dischar ged from 8ervice early that spring. 
Twenty-five of them »1iready were in Utah, having journeyed from 
California by way of Cajon Pass and the old Spanigh trail through 
Las Vegas Springs, From their glowing accounts of the fertile 
valleys beyond the gouthern Sierrs M=adres, came the incipient be=- 


ginnine# of the Mormon Church's San Rernardino colony. 


Brannan Steps As1de 


\Plight of the Church in California during the hectic period 
of the gold rush, and the transition years following, would 8geem 
to vindicate the Judgment of Brigham Voung In settling the exiled 
Soints in splendid 1i80lation of the Rocky Mountains, Thoss who 
followed avch worldly prophets as en, Bramnan, or held aloof 
to their om s8elfishness, fell---nd were 8wallowed up in the great 
oblivion, California, during its brief aspell of madness, wag 
hardly the place to nurture a faith, 

Samuel Brannan himself became a product of this s train and 
gtres8s8, WIth money which allegedly belonged to the Church, with 
flow of funds from his -mazingly successful enterprises, he 800n 
was e8tob11shed a8 one of Californin's richest men, As8tuteness and 
business acuity enabled him to profit from the tremendous flow of 
population to Pacific shopes, and goon he w? * involved in scores of 
enterprises, the profits from which pithin a few years made him 
California's first millionaire, With two other capit»llsts, he 


purcha8ed Sutter's vast holdings, He erected numerous fine build- 


—"*Bancroft!s California, VI, Pe. 49, 
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© an Franc Tg o and Saanacen to » He est»>blished lucrative 
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os 1ilp trade with China, Hawail, and the eagt coagt, His land 


| _ holdings extended to gouthern California amd Honolulu. And as 


His wealth increaged, his testimony diminished, until he'd turned 


from the Church a bitter =postate. 


| 


% 


Yet in justice to Brennan's memory, let it be 851d there 


exilsted in the man a true menagure of greatness, He gerved Call- 


_ fornia well, -nd must rank with Sutter, Marshall and Stamford in 


the pantheon of that state'!s great ones, He ploneered the first 
overland me11 from San Francisco (with Battalion boys as riders), 


and his energy amd funds greatly =-88isted in bringing the first 


_— 


- 


rallroad wegt, In admittance of Cailfornia a8 a state to the 
union, with glavery as a determining is8se, the Indigmant volce 
he railsed helped s8-ve the state from that curae, and later won him 


election to the new state's legiglature, He bullt the first great 


wharf in San Francisco, and more than any single mm, labored to 


| 
o : 


chan ge that chaotic gold-rusnh village. to the metropolis we know today, | 


rn Ree en ee 


Probably the most colorful events in Breannan's life were his 
efforts toward quelling the 1l-wiess elements which had made a hell- 
gink of San Francisgco, On June 9, wid the »28hes of his city, 


- 


SM A - burned to the ground by ere8onists, Samuel Brannan organized the 


first vigilance committee. Outraged citizens, under his le-derabip, 


made history by their tardy but gummary vengs ance agalngt the mur- 


derers, argonists and thieves which the gold rush had brought as ® 


wave of flotsam upon them, 


 Netural leader that he was, Semel Brennm rose to great 


E 


4 wealth and exerted tremendous influence in molding the destinies | 
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of California ag » gtate, But with wenlth came careless living, 


With careless living came finmncis1l reverses, which eventually. 


left him 5 penniless drunkard., 

He was forgotten when he died in Escondido in 1889, With 
no money for either grave or coffin, his body lay * year in the 
San Diego receiving vault, wmnclaimed, Only by chance discovery of 
a Tel-tive, was Brannan 2Ccorded a tardy Christian burial, But 
for years only *© wood s8stake marked the lonely grave at Mount Hope 
Cometery, In 1926 a more gulitable marker was provided, It reads: 
"1SAM!' BRANNAN == 1819-1889 -- CALIFORNIA PIONEER OF 146 == DREAMER 


-- LE ADER=-- AND EMPIRE BUILDER, " 


S2N Bernardino Is Born 


Iſhe even temper of California's-climate, its endless acres of 
vntilled fertlle s0i1l, the ease with which huge tracts could be 


cheaply acquired, all had made deep Impression on the minds amd 


| heapts of the Battalion members. On the 14th of May, 1847, while. 


gtationed at Logs angeles, Captoin Jefferson Hunt had broached the 
gub Ject of Mormon 2cquirement of kat California land in a letter 
to Brighem Young, "...le have a very good offer to purchase a 
large valley, aufficient to 8npport 50,000 families... .by paying 
500 dollars down, and taking our time to pay the remainder, If we 
only head the privilege to buy it..." 

Brighmm Young, however, had consistently looked with disfavor 
upon California as © gathering place for his Srints, and at the 
time nothing came of this overture, Subject of 1and purchase again 


| came to the fore when those members of the B-ttailon who had re» , 


enlisted for mn additional six months outfitted themeselves at 
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20 Rancho in preparation for the Journey to Salt Lake City 


er their finsl dizcharge from military gervice. 


es DO In the fall of 1849, Teffersomn Hunt congsented to pilot a 


- Large company of winter-str2nded gold-geekers dom the 8now=-free 


Spanigh Trail to California, Except for thet eamall group ( the 


Jayhawkers) who digsregarded counsel of this experienced frontiers- | 


man, and whose "shortcut" folly landed them in the lethal wastes 


a MO 


TN of Death Valley, Hunt brought his wagon-train gnccessfully through | 
without serious mishap. Doubtless land 8ales aga In were toplies | 

| of discussilon, for on Hunt's return to Salt Lake Valley, consider= | 
able agitation was manifest by the Saints for est-blishment of a | 

| ____ eolony in the fer tile valleys of gouthern California. , 


Much logic was martialed in gUPpPort of the Idea, Such a 


— wagon route to the coagt was ess8ential1 to the growing Mormon com= 


Ss monwealth., The southern route was perpetually free of the winter 


% 
- 


hazards which blocked the Sierra p2a88age 80 much of the year, And 
ENS | It z0emed wisdom the Saints shovld control the southern terminus 
of It, to adequately tend to the outfitting of wagon trains, that 
EE, DS they might not find themselves at the mercy of hostile profiteers 
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© © Not until the winter of 1850-51 d1d Brigham Young finally 


2 5 give his consent by appointing Apostles Amaga Lyman and Charles 
; > FO 2 CG. Rich to the tagk of promoting 8vch a colony, and ealling for 
> F volunteers to 2ccompany these leaders to the const. 


EEE OV\L4 | 
I CT Early in March of 1851, the company--an hundred and fifty £ 


ER wagons gtrong--pulled out of Salt Lake City, The four hundred 


I _ and thirty=-seven men, women and children inckuded a generous 
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gprinkling of Battalion members and their families, Their 
route was the one ploneered by Jeffergon Hunt=--by way of the 
8 mndy bed of the Rio Virgin, over the Mesn to Muddy River, and 
Las Vegas Springs. On June 9, 1851, after considerable Indim 
adventures and hardship, the Mormons reached the agreed upon 


aggembly place--a syc more grove near the south end of Cajon Pags., 


On July 5, the Los Angeles Star took note of their arrival, 
We learn that they are negotiating for the purchage of the Rancho 
San Bernardino from the family of Don Antonio Ingo, by whom it is 
held... This is the site of the o1d Mission of San Bernardino... 
Here probably this Intereasting people will make their first estab- 
118hment on the ghores of the Pacific." 


1he prediction became a fact only after considerable delay. 


The land of California no longer was being 801d at pre-gold rush 


prices, and 4postles Lyman and Rich were faced with the tagk of 
raiging the very considerable 2mount of cagh nece g8ary before 
purcha8s of the Ingo properties could be entered Into, 

Leaving the Baints at the syc more POTS, Lyman amd Rich 
hurried north to the gold fields--visiting San Frencisco, SACra- 
mento, and Mormon Igland, Generous Saints in these places un- 
hesitatingly ghared earnings for the benefit of the projected 
colony, and on September 22 the first token payment of seven 
thous and dollars was made and the Saints moved onto the proper tys, 

Cons truction of a fort became the most g9rious and vrgent 
problem, for the lands they were acquiring s8tood In direct path 
of the devastating Incurslons of Indimns from the Mojave Desert 


which had plagued the ranchos for many years previous to Mormon 
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nNeceggary before the remainder of the $25,000 dom payment was 
tendered the Ingos heirs, But when this was completed, and deed 
executed, the L{ttor-Day Saints were pogses80rs of the Rancho 
San Bernardino. 

In the brotherly 8pirit 80 charncteristic of every Mormon 
ende avor, the colonists went at the tagk of building =» city. 
Hundreds of acres were gowed to grain, roads were bullt to timber, 
and gawmmills, grist mills, and storehouses completed before even 
The first dwellings of their city were raiged. 

By the winter of 1852-55 San Bernardino hed made ngtonilshing 
gtrides as a commilty, By then Southern California had acknowle 
edged the le adership and vision of Mormoniam by electing Jeffers0n 
Hunt to the legilslature, The following year gaw San Bernardino 
incorporated 2s a city by legislotive act, with Apostle Amasga Lyman 


as first mayor, and Apostle Charles C., Rich heading the city council. 


| A certain Judge Hayes, riding circuit through this new Mormon 
land of promise, left a flattering pen-portrailt of San Bernardino 
in the making, It was published in the Southern Californian, under 
date © Sa teber 9, 1854: 


% + 768 


-- "This city continues to flourish steadily, It is known that 
the Mormons proper of San Bernardino occupy a ranch of elght s8quare 
leagues... It is certainly one of the beat, if not the very best 


tract of land in California... 
"This year the wheat was raiged in = common field, mounting 


to near 4,000 acres, and averaging thirty-two bushels to thu ncre, 
They have a fine flouring mill in operation, six samills on the 
neighboring mount-ins, and streamms that might turn the machinery 


of the largest manuEncturing tomn in the whole world... 
"The city is regulerly 1a1d ont in one-acre lots, The streets 
are at right angles... At leagt one hundred new buildings have been 


put up within the last four months--prineipally adobe--some of them 
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San Berna: rdino city, created by Mormon Industry, grew and | 


flourighed until the early 8pring months of 1857, Apostles Lyman 
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and Rich, who 8o gsteadfastly had labored to build a Mormon elty in 
ER Tas in May of that year, "called" to new labors in the 


European migsion fleld, 


. OY den ie a. ate De ad ee tt Are. ts. i. rt te ti 


Within five months after departure of the leaders, the gouth=- 
bound mall from Uthh brought news that stunned San Bernardino-- and 
put quick end to the auspiciovs colonization venture. By order 
_ of The goverment, all United States mail from the east to Salt 
Lake City had been s8topped, An army wn2s reported marching west, 
bringing with it a full set of territorial officers to. gummarily 
take over Utah's civil government, Salt Lake City had known of 
these catagtrophic developments s8ince July 24, but it was September 1 
before the news reached San Bernardino, Public agitation lost none 
oft s8strength by the delay. 

The declslon ofithe Latter-day Saints in the face of this new 
threat was a crucial and far-reaching one--but It had been made. 

Through New York, Ohlo, Misgouri and Illinois, the Mormon 
people had bled for the tenets of their faith. Oppression, per- 
S0cution andyurder head driven the harassed Saints across a Ccon- 
tlinent. Now, when 8ecurity geemed won, when at Pe they could live 
their religion in 8e1f-chogen is0lation, without offending neighbors, 
had come the gravest threat of all, The Church of the Latter-day 
Saints considered it had paid an ample price for the right to worghip, 
that by no Shvaeten of imagination could they be accused of harming 


any American goul in their development of the land wastes of the 


Great Pagin, To throw an army at them at this time, Mormons felt, I 


<£ ha. 


_ OY pugnaotously and courageously made, They would 
| rogtet, They would burn every 8tick, They would destroy every brick. 
When _ if this army took their lands, they would get 1t as the 


— RN, « found 1it--a desert waste. 


A 
And this policy held for San Bernardino as well, though other 


factors 1likewise had contributed in the Church!s decision to abandon 
80 promising a colony, - On October 30 came word from Brigham Young, 
counseling the California Saints to return to Salt Lake Valley. 
The loyal Saints commenced 1liquidating their hard-won property for 
a fraction of its worth. Within a month the first wagon trains were 
on their way to Utah, Tthelr geven-year struggle to establish a 
colony was abruptly ended, | 
The wwiet Years 

Mormonigm as a religious and gociological factor in California, 
Lay feeble and dormant for three decades after abandonment of the 
SAn Bernardino COlony es on of the Battalion to Utah and dis- 
integration of Brannan's San Francisco group had weakened its influence 
In 6 day area, North and gouth there remalned a few scattered ad- 
herents to the faith, but no longer could the Church exert power and 
prestige by 8heer force of numbers. 

California and Utah reached maturity and 8statehood through their 


own peculiar and regpective patterns. Their orbits, 80 closely joined 


at firast, drew in upon themselves, Their strnggles were conduvcied 


under widely divergent ideologies and gocilal congepts, To California, 


ths me rush had brought wealth and. an overwhelming influx of popu=- 


lation, The grave problems which arose in consequence, found normal 


| a0ustmont only when 8014 returns had 8hrvnk and people turned to the 
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more stable purguits of hynsbandy and indvstry., And, on the other 
g1de of the Sierras, in the mountain valleys s8purned by Branmnan and 
the argonauts, was enacted at the game time a relifgio-sccilological 


experiment of profound 8cope and congequence, To the Mormon brother- 


hood, gold and the purguilt of gold held a g8shrunken degree of Iinportance 


alongside svch simpler attributes as faith in God and the dignity of 
common toil. Mormon adherence to this ideal through thoge lean years 
1s in itgelf gomething of a miracle, And because of this peculiar 
8stand, the Mormon commonwealth became as rich in its nd wat as that 
of its throbbing comnterpart on the Pacific 8 lope. 
And Now Today 

For a 8hort time after Prannan's avoatary, Elder George Q. Camon 
condveted the California missilon from San Prancisco, for benefit of . 
scatiered Church members and Investigators of The faith. From Febr- 
uary 29, 186 until September 18, 1857/7 President Cannon publigshed a 


four-page weekly newspaper and migslonary organ under title of 


Western Standard, Able and brilliant editorials of this short-lived 


publication later were gathered into a book and reisgued as falth 
gtimlus to the Saints, But with the reneral call of 1857 for Mormons 
everywhere to return, President Camon closed the mission and rejoined 
his brethren in Utah, » 

Not until 1890 did Mormonism again become a virlile force on the 
Pacific Sas. Nhovuibes of that year, in Oakland, Elder J., W, Pickett 
began the modern story of California Mormonilsm by organizing a group 
whilch became the Oakland branch, In August, 1892, John Luther Dalton 
of Ogden, Utah, was appointed by the Church as a misslonary to that 


area, In a hired fraternal hall, the Oakland branch goon became A 


thriving gppendage of the Chureh. 
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lowing year Elders Alva 8. Keller, Henry B. Williams 
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___ Maycock and Williams were later dispatched to gouthern California 


: l * 
oy Fg 


to again open up that field, After a fruttfvl time, Keller was moved 


to Sacramento, where he was joined by Elder James D. Cummings, That 


land once trodden by the Brooklyn pilgrims, the Mormon Battalioh, | 


and the pLoneers of San Bernardino, now began hearing the tidings 


F 
- 
&- 


Yb in earnest, By 1895 there were branches of the Church in Oakland 


and Sacramento, with gcattered Saints of Los Angeles and San Diego RE 


- OO RI 


counties rapidly being drawn into the net, At that time the registered 

California nenborahip numbered one hundred and twenty 80uls., : 
In 1894, after John L., Dalion!s honorable release as president 

of the revived California misslon, Elder Karl G. Maeger took over, 


With energy and zeal 80 characteristic of this stalwart, he Iimnedli- 


| ately arranged for a Kormon exhiblt at San Francisco's Midwlnter | 


Fair, and mbtkttrmbiy. launched a series of public meetings in the new 


wmmong those whage.,voices militantly cried tidings in that Elevenii 
migglon nheadquariers at 29 AND MEEDCED, TNPDELIES Amaesa We. Lyman, \ 


; 


Brigham Young, Jrys, John Henry Smith, Moges Thatcher, and Elders 
George Reynolds, George Goddard, B. H., foberts, and Andrew Jens0on. 


"april, 1896, the Salt Lake Tabernacle Choir made its first tour 


=y 


F434 | >dely 1 ET 


ſ 
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7 — of California, and gave concerts to enthusiagtic mugic lovers in 
ET os Pranoieco, Log Angeles, Sacramento, Oakland and San Jose, In 
: 1904 the California mission had spread its bounds to include portions / 
9 . of Nevada; and four years later a part of Arizona had been added 
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EPIC ; Again California received the Mormon people willingly and 
© happily, When President Jogeph F. Smith with other Church notables ; 
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THE MORMONS IN CALIFORNLA-=Bailey (36 J- 
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toured the mission in 1908 they were honored and banqueted Qt 
Los Mmpgesles by the renowned Jonatha Club, Such friendly over tures 
mugst have struck them as far cry indeed from the tragic expulslons 
of Misggouri and Illinois, 
In 1900 the mission's population was 427; 1905, 666; 1910, 
1274; 1915, 4168; and in 1920, 6333, Since 1920 a phenomenal 
growth has taken place, In that year the first Latier-day Saint 
Stoke (a body of congregations, esimiler to a parish) was organized 
on the Pacific Congte--Losgs Angeles $6 0 =o ris the various 
Wards (congregations) in and about that city, From that point on, 
lormonlsm as ps ad force, takes on Iis present-day g8tature., 
Today's Bealthy condition is reflected in the fact that there 
are now 19 Stakes, 147 Wards, and 5 8eparete Missions In California, 
Its grand total of Latter-day Saint membership, as. of 1949, 1s 
74,588 gouls., Mormon church edifices and buildings in California 
are valued Iin the milllons of dollars, with Its first temple in 
> California wnder constructilon on an immense and fabulously valued 
tract in Westwood, And in zccord with Latter=day Saint world=wide 
policy, there are " PREEEONS or debts upon any of its holdings. 
Truly, the .vine once more hes xv over the wall, 
og What the future holds, only © prophet would dare S82JY, But 
certainly the land of California must continue its marked aes ting 
s as one of the richest regervoirs of 8trength to the Church, And 


the historical part which Mormonism has played in this great state, 


cannot but loom brighter with passing years, 
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claim a number of "firsts," It was the first 


its c : 4 & 
- : , : —— 3 
\ # _ 


| Protentant, church bs eroos tho ocean into the non nor, For oven during the 1ifs of 
congregation was founded in South America. 


Inther!s Small 


of the American Ind- 


» the translator, was the chaplain to the rnor on Tinicum Island, 


| Just below Philadelphia, were the first Intheran church edifice in America was dedi- 
cated, September h, . 


| ; & 


The Intheran Church has lately come into the rank as the "fastest growing denomi- 


nation in America" among the major groups. The tiagnificent International Iutheran 


Hour, the world's most widespread Gospel radio ministry, may be said to represent the 


| greatest single effort of This 


| 18try, covering four 8evenths of the habitable area of the earth, has probably done 
more than anything else to bring the magnitudes of the faith proclaimed by Martin In- 


ther to the forefront of religious thinking, The hour, featuring the brilliant radio 


habe denomination to evangelize the world, 
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| American Ianthern Church ; 
| The American Lutheran Church traces its antecedents to pre-revelutionary 
| immigration te America, Yet only in the period since the first World War has Its 
| expansien in the Golden State guggested that California was alse an important part 
| of the United States, The line can be dream even cleger., Until the year of the 
| beginning of World War IT, there were only twenty churches of this Synod in Calif- 
| ornia, all wah vw of which had been started since the onset of World War I, Yet 
| within the next seven years, the total parishes had increased te sizxty-two., 
| This renarkable change of policy in the planting of Churches has been due te 
| three factors primarily: in 1940 a "Pattern of Progress! was initiated by which 
| every subsidized home-nission conzrecation asswmes entire gelf-gmport of its own 
| work on a sliding scale of assistance from home-missilon funds, an agsistance which 
ceages within five years, This PFOETam has allowed money allocated to the Califer- 
| nia District of the American Lutheran Church to be spent for the exploitation of 
| new Tields rather than being used to swport indefinitely older parighes which most 
| of ton e=GHwozzz5y gccn to be ready to fly by themselves only when fercibly 
pushed from the noxt. 
The second facter was the dynamic Leadership of the Missilen Committee _—_ 
these years, whose work has bean 8Darked by a guccessleon of #6171088 Secretaries 
and Chairmen whose congregationg cooperated in granting them mach als Trom their 
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| pastorsl duties to gupervise and encourage the missionaries in developing their 


| work, 
The third factor has been the cloge rapproachment between the general Church 
p officials responsible for the allocation of home-mission funds and the District 
MigssLIen Committee, Thi s cooperation was Secured in two ways: by a judicious use 
of California's art of publicity--brechuwres on the need and history of California 
church expansien sent to all American Lytheren Church pastors, plus two movies 
Shown at General Church Conventions and throughout the Church on Califernia work, 
This airection of publicity at the base of the Church pyramid has enabled the 
higher officials te procede toward the development of the Synod in tiis State with 
a minimm of the ugual lne and cry wherever a financial vie is cut, The second 
Teasen for the interest of the directors of Home-missilon work, in California, has 
been that by its rigid-adherence to the "Pattern of Procgress", the California Dis- 
trict has shomn itself eager to Jjustify the faith ff thoge in positions of regpor- 
s8ibility in the highest Church offices who recommended exploitation of this new 
innteration=frontier of American life, 
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The American Lutheran Church is the most recent of the Lutheran Synods in 


America, It was formed August 11, 1930, at Toledo, Ohio, by the wniting of the 


Buffale Synod, the EBvangelical Lutheren Synod of Iowa and Other States, and the 


Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and other States, The new church bedy | 
in that s8ame yeer joined with the Evengelical Lutheran Augustana Synod in North 


America, the Norwegian Iutheran Church of America, the Inutheran Free Church, and 


the United Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, to form the American 


ER Lutheran Conference, & cooperative church effort which continues the autonony of 


each constituent Synod, The American Lutheran Church alsoe belongs to the National 


— Lutheran Council, the agency of Igtheran cooperation in war relief, student gervice, 
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orphaned missien guypert, reed of displaced persons, service to military 
pergonnel, publicity and public relations, mission work emong the Jews and Negroes, 
end as liagon between the government and the Luth ran s8ynods which belong to the 
Council, The Council represents more than tho-thirds of America's Lutherans. The 
American In,theran Church is alse a charter menber of the Lutheran World Federation, 
which is a by countries, the American Section being the Natlonal Lutheran 
Council, The Synod is als a charter member of the World Council of Churches, 

The eldest and largest of the three sjynods which merged into the American 
Lutheran Church, the Joint Synod of Ohio, originated at Jonerest, Ohio, in 1818, 
when members of the TWestern Conference of the Pennsylvania Ministerium formed __ 
autonomous group, ReV. Je, Stach, the First Lutheran pastoer in Ohio, and the Revs, 
Paul Henkel and gome of his five ministerial gons were the regsponsible leaders in 
the fermation of the Synod, Thus the American Intheran Church casts its roots 
into the earliest American his tory, for the Pennsylvania Ministerium, the first 
organized Lutheran body in the colonies, came into existence under the guidance of 
Muhlenberg, in 1748, Out of this history comes alse the continuing impetus of the 
Americen Lutheran Church to keep en the main road toward a wnified Lu theran Church 
in our country. 

The Buffalo Synod was organized in 1845, at 9 Os Wisconsin, and was 
originally comprised of Luthrans, led by Rev. Je. 4. &. | RY and Rev, HEH, von 
Rohr, who escaped Dersecution in Prussia by enigration., These pioneers had re- 
fuged te accept the official Union-State-Church 1itureical agenda, whose emascu- 


lated wording of the rite of the L,rd's Supper deliberately masked the theological 


differences of the uniting Reformed and Lutheran congregati ons» While numerically 
8mall, and centered largely around Buffals, New York, and Milwaukee, the Synod, 
with its orizinating interest in strict confessilonal positions, played an interest- 


ing pert in the development of the theology of I,theranism in the United States, 


Out, of this history comes the continuing effort of tho American Lutheran Church to 
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4 f belief, rather than _upon a sinple unity of structure, pelity, or cristian 
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The Igne Synod was formed in 1854, at $t. Sgbald, Iona, directed toward its 


organization by the enisseries of Dr. J, K., We. Loche, the leader of the prectical 


misslon-training Institute at Neuendettelsen, Germany, Legehe had interested him- 
) 


_ golf not only in foreign missLlons, but in gathering the immigrant Lutherans to 


America in congregations in their new homeland, He gent missionaries to Michigan 
and Iowa, perticularly, This warm-hearted man has left an indelible stamp on 
lutheranism in the United States, for he and his pastors worked closely with both 
the Generel Council, one of the predecessers of the Present United Lutheran Church 
in America, and with the lezder of the Missouri Synod, Out of this history has 
come to the American Iytheran Church a lively interest in foreign nisslon work 
(New Guines gnd the Madras Presidency, India), and & warm devotional piety in its 


coneregational life, 


Preliminary efforts to Shepherd innigraent Lutherans to the Golden State were 
made as far back as 1892, The Rev. F. T., Seeger, living in retirement in Monrovia, 
gathered & A group of Lutherans about him in that city and in Pagadena, The 
latter prospered enough go that a houge of worship could be dedicated, and forty= 


five adult members were reported to the Washington District of the Joint Synod of | 


Ohio, by 1896, Pastor Seeger wired for a man from the Mission Board at Coluwnbus, 
Ohio, to takes over this work, but when the all too-frequent angwer came back, 
"We have no men or n=. the work was abandoned to the Missouri Synod, which now 
pPo88Se88e8s therein a large congregation, 

At Anaheim, Rev. Seeger gerved another group of Iutherans from Canada, but 


this work also came to naught, He began a Second congregation in Pagadena, which 
also digbanded after a ts Vearsge 


In 1911, cath F, H, Bagel organized a congregation at Santa Ana, St. Potor, 


. / » we. 4 a or" LS 2 FP” 4 | 46" Þ P wiki MY $2 * y bn $ 
* ric e.gt a oth thy Rt, $f en nad et er POISED ROW (5 04 0, 1 1 
REROEULEETVTPRONNETYTR YET EDER ie on ot ap rey IFRS ROS np hn IOC CRE LN bas d te IE hor A a de > et BU tx AU TELONE, #5 55 "pA 
- > - 4 4 . CY F - q w Las. 6 MG, Mr « - * * l bh \ 6 . » 


- DO - 


state, Rev. A. C. Kleinlein entered upon this work ih 1212, and while preaching 
also at Laws-Bishop, Bl Centro, Holtville, Anaheim, and Pasadena, in 1913 organized 
Mt. Calvery Church in Los Angeles, In 1914 the church at Santa Ana was dedicated, 
the first building of the Synod in California, 

Dr. C. E. Linder followed as the pastor at St, Peter, and he began the mig- 
s1on at Pomona, and. built Grace Lutheran in Anaheim, Another pioneer in the work 
was the Rev. John Peters, who worked oricinally in Laws=B4sop, and has been respons- 
ible for the development of Messiah Church in Los Angeles. 

Many of the present strongest congregeti ons of the Synod in California owe 
their existence to the employment of a field missionary, Rev, TW, Lange, who is 
founder end. present pastor of First Lutheran Church, Comp tba, and who did the ini- 
tial work for St, Paul Church in Long Beach, Pirst of I,glewod, First of Torrance, 
and Good. Shepherd, San Diego, This work was all done between 1921 and 1928, An- 
other pioneer worker, now pastor of St, Luke's, Sacramento, Is the Rev, Arnold C, 


> 


Schultz, who reorgenized First English Intheran in Pomona, and who began First 


 Iutheran, Ontario, 


The work of the former Iowa Synod was directed at the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin Vallies, where Sacramento, Elk Grove, Ty,lare, Rio Linda, and Lodi were 
selected as centers for work that has matured in flouwishing congregations, The 
Lodi church has the largest membership of any congregation in the California Dig- 
trict, avproxinately one thousand memberss 

By 1930, the year of the formation of the American Lutheran Church, nineteen 
congregations, with sizxteen active pastors, compriged the work, Three of these 
were self-supporting, reouiring no subsidy from the general crc body, While we 
work was heroically done with the means at hand, the total impact was limited by 
the initial efforts to serve only the I. theran innigrants, This nay be illug- 


| "a 
trated most graphically by quoting the report to the Mission Board made by PF, H, 


S ; 
Bp6s8el, in beginning the Santa ina work: TSeomeone told me quite a number of Germans 
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CERN ere living in Santa Ana, IT went there at once, but no one could direct me to any, 


n Eo 1 was nearly ready to give up and return home wen I pagged a large uni ertaling 


establickment,, The comic 1468 8truck me that in there I might get game inf armation, 
8tepped in and asked, 'Did you ever bury any Lutherans?!, Anamer, 'Yes, I cid", | 
1 agked, Did you leave any alive?! The man angswered with a hearty laught 'Yes, 
I think there were quite a few living in this tom, Go to the next corner and in- 
quire at the house back of the church', Lutherans were found", Tt need scarcely 
be pointed out that Cirigstian work, confined to Lutherans, and restricted to 
German Lutherans at that, mould offer none of the virile expansion that a wider 
pPerspective weuldhave granted, | 
The Cepregssion halted further expansion, which was not resumed until 1939 
with the organization of Christ Lutheran in Monterey Park, With its success, other 
dhten were begun in Westwood and Fullerton the following year, When in 1941, 
churches in Long Beach, Burbank and Bellflower were started, the mission progrem 


Snowballed, All these congregations asvumed the newly created "Pattern of Praggress" 


| 
| 
4 
: 


and became the pattern for progress for the mushrooming growth in the last eight 


; years, This rapid growth continues to 1948, when 1t spilled over into the virgin 


territory of Arizona, where four churches were begun. 


The Long Beach congregation, Holy Trinity, was the first instance of work 
where & pastor was called without benefit of any knom number of Lutherans who 
would be interested in a congregation's formation, He was called to "ﬆo many city 
ens" (anticipated housing development near the Douglas Aircraft plant), and the 
SUCCESS or this work encouraze the Misslon Committee to enter other s8uch areas, 
inoluding San Franci ace, where two congregations were started in new housIing areas 
in the next three years, It was this church wh ich also made the first use of a 


full-time "Parish Visitor", gubsidized by the national Wonen's Misslonary Federa- 


tion of the Church, She, with other such workers subsequently employed, are used 
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for half-year intervals in newer congregations to builld up rapidly a 8tronger- Cong 


| = hs FC 
tiltuency, It is the writer's judgment, mo was the founding pastor of Hgly Trinity, 


that the use of the Parish Visitor was more than equal. in its effect to what en- 
pLloying another full-time pastor would have been, | 

The variety of work by the Anm>rican I,,theren Church congregations has been , 
complemented by two efforts especially: the founding of its first fhetraciat 
congregation neer Compton a year FAY using a Parish Worker 8ubsidized by the Board 
oT7 Negro Missions, together with a white ddr end the rms of four Christian 
Day Schbels within the last four years, These schools, owned and gupervised by 
individual congregations, received their guiding impetus from the Chapel of Peace 
congregation in Inglewood, which forn the first school, and which has guide! a total 
of ten schools into being from the clurches of the National Lutheran Council in the 
Los Angeles area, Rev, Edmund Krueger, the rastor of Chapel of Peace, has largely 
provided the leadership necessary for this development, . os 

Other leaders in the development of California work, beside the missilonary 
pagtors mentioned, ware thege: The Rev, Wm, Hohberger, who came to Vt, Calvary 
from a profes8orship at Spokane College, in 1919, His scholarship exerted a con- 
straining influence for the conzregations amid the exotic growth of religious ideas 
in California, He was the first President when the California District was organ= 
ized in 1923, Others were Rev, C. He. $. Hunziker, Rev. G. BH, Schuster, and Revs. 
Re F., Kibler, all past presidents of the District, and all Still active in Calif- 
ornia pastorates, ReVe Kibler was the twresident when the stupendous expansion under 
the "Pattern of Progress" was initiated, and his wise and cautious leadership can 
be given major credit for the eeenbans of the congregations to this new 
yardstick for maturity. Rev. BR. D. Lechleitner, ma o organized Good Shepherd Church 
in Highland Park, and who has been elevated to the Executive Secretaryship of the 
Board of American Misglons for the entire Churoh, continues Still his dynamic 
leadership in the life of the Califorkia congregations, It was while he was Secre- 


tary of the District Misslon Committee that the "Pattern of Progress" was conceived . 
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1-time 8alaried Progident of the District, the Rev. 
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_ was elected in 1946, Uyder his direction the Ayerican Lutheran 
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| taken its place as a mature and recognized monber of the churches of 
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"PGCE 1890 1906 1916 1926 1936 1940 1946 1948 


ngregations 2 none 2 15 is 47 55 


Members 76 none 1891 1390 1990 4325 7301 9308 
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The menbers of the American L,,bheran Cyurch in California officially gupport 


foreign nission work in New Guinea and India, Latin-a,erican work in the Rio Grande 


BE Valley and in O1d Mexico, Negro and Jewish work in conjunction with the churches 


o - 


of the National Lutheran Council; they s8uwport four Senior colleges and one Junior 


College and two Seninaries and One Bible Training Institute for Negro workers, as 


: efforts 1n higher education; and throuzeh the gmericen Lutheran Conference and the 


* 


National Lutheran Council are brought into christian work in Califomia in these 


areas: college student service; Bible Camps; Bible School, Welfare Council (Social 


7 _ | EY cl . Oy ' | 
5 ER © 4 ); hospiteal support, and gervice to Displaced Pergons, 
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3519 words Ceorge H Muedelking 


Evencelical Lutheran Church 


This Lutheran Synod, knom wntil 1946 as the Norwegien Lutheran Church of 
America, had its oricin in the effort to shepherd the Norwegian Iimilgrants to 
America, Because north Rurpean immigration to the United States is fairly recent, 


| K 
the Synod has been cloge enough to its origins to PRINTS the ambivalent character- 


istic of immigrant grouns-- a 8tudied indifference to the culture patterns of the 
fathers along with an uneasy grasp at church associations based alnost entirely 

on the bond of Norwegian ancestrye. Thus Califorma members of this Synod are among 
the first to rejoice because the name MNorwegian" was dropped from its official 

name, yet are often the desgpair of their leaders men they persist in retaining 
menbership in a congregation thirty or more miles away, for no other available 
reagon then that the Lutheran chwch in the town in wich they live is not Norwegian, 
Any realized federation of Lutheran Synods in the United States will therefore free 
these members from their Self-imosed cultural tensions, and will permit them to 


nake their full and worthy contribution to an Americanized Tuthleren church, This 


contribution will be to share their religious te ritage without apology in the 


historic cultural tolerance of Lutherankam, 
Norway, & dependent Kinzdom of Denmark since the Calmar Union of 1397, fol- 
lowed the Danish King Frederick I into the principles of the Reformation, The re- 


former Hans Tausen, the WDanish Inther", led the Reformation movement, and in 1530 
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at the Diet of Copenhagen, aregented the Confessio Haffnica, forty-three articles 
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E-- to be defended publicly, The refusal of the Denigh clergy to accept a debate on 
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; Ws this Confoasion helped to break any opposition to it among the people, 
; E So In Normay proper, Bergen was the early center of the Reformtion movement, 
_ As the teachings of Latter gpreed, the Archbishop of Hidaros, Olaus Engelbrechtson, 
tried -to guppress the new evangel, but was largely unsuccessful in the face of the 
opposing nobles, Olaus involved himself further by backing an unsuccessful asilrant 
to the throne, 20 that when Christilen III became king, he promised the Diet to sub- 
gue Norway ÞBy force of arms, An arny was sent in 1537, The Archbishop fled, and 
took with him much of the moveable property of the Church, The remaining bilshops 
were forced to renounce their dignities and new Lutheran bishops were consecrated 
by a German pastor, 80 that the Wapostolic guccession" was lost to Norway and 
Denmark, In 1814 Norway was given to Sweden, and retained until 1905: when its 
independence was completed, "Den Norske Kirke", the Norwegian Church, gren ted 
its om church-law since 1607, was thus the matrix out of which the Norwegian 
Lutheran Churches of America were formed, __ of Norway's popula- 
tion claims FP least nominal membership in the Lutheran Church, even today, 
: The first Norwegian 80ttlements to offoct church organizations in America 
were those at K,shkonong, uskego, and Rock Prairie, Wisconsin, The Wuskego log 


church, s8t11l pregerved intact on the campus of the Seminary of the Evangelical 


Lutheran Church, in St, Paul, Minnesota, was originally erected on "Indian Hill", 
twenty-five miles outside Milwaukee, where the great Manitou was worshipped by the 
native Americans, This congregation organized itself in 1843, and was sgerved by 


a young Danish student of theology, Claus L, Clausgen, who was orgaine@ in that 


Same year by Rev. L, F, FE. Krause of the L,theran Buffalo Synod, one of the three 


gJnods which later united to form the American Luthe ran Church (q.ve). © 
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5 The first larger denominational structure was accomplished by the organization 
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of "Den Evangelisk Itherske Kirke i Amerika", April 14, 1946, in Rock County, 
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Wisconsin, This Synod, which in 1876 adopted the name, "Hauge's Norwegian Evangel- 
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| ical Synod of America", had only one ordained pastor, Elling Eielson, present for 
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its initial organization, This uncamon action whereby laymen took 80 active 
a part ingehurch orgenization, was an archetype for the thinking of this group, 
which subsequently stressed the right of laymen to preach the Word ofGod unhindered, 
and which took its inspiration from the layman Hans Nielsen Hauge, who revital- 


1zed church life in Norway at the beginning of the nineteenth cen tun much after 


the manner of Bunyan in Enzland, 
The dominant gynod for Norwegilen imnigrants, however, was "The Synod of the 
Norwegien Evangelical Lutheran Church of America!?, Popularly knom as theMNorwegian 
"—Synod!, its permanent organization occurred February 25, 1853, It was this Synod 
which appointed Rev, Chr, Hvistendahl, of Milwaukee, to shepherd the many Norweglan 
immigrants in San Freancisco, in 1870, He organized the first congregation, Our 
Savior's, Novenber 20, 1870, in San Francisco, 
A third antecedent of the Evangelical Intheran Church was the 8ynod formed 
on June 13, 1899, called the "United Norwegian Lutheran Church of America", Tt 
rYepregsented the first authentic awareness that American religious life could no 
longer be content with gmall and igolated religious groupings, The fracturing 
principle, wick Lutheran immigrants seemed. to catch the moment they reached the 
American ghore, had to noreccopt one of its earliest guccessful gurpressions., 
Lutherans, who are notably free in their history from the characteristic American 
religious aotad where every pers mal modification of theological thinking automat- 
ically called for the establighment of a new denomination, as they arrived in 
Anerica readily showed they had developed no immmnity to this disease, They started 
8ynods with a vengeance. 
þ With the formation of the United Norwegian I,,theran Church, however, the 
movement toward continued divisiveness was halted, I+self the wnion of three 87nods, , 
this new group challenged the one thousand Norse congregations in the United States 


to find gufficilent cause for the lack of a unitary Norwegian Intheran denomination, 
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Verer among those TEETER to throwing their theological weight around, 
| American L,therans had RT apertantty to Ulegaiac their religions oulture- 
lag from thenselves by extended and bitter theological controversy, The W"pre- | 
| Uestination controversy" int4dzot in the late nineteenth century was always & 
happy s8ource for conflict, but by 1912 even it was powerless to dam the flow to- 
ward. N,r80 toes unity. The "Madigon Agreement", the "Opgjor", was signed | 
in that year by the three synods, 2nd the way was thus paved for working out an 
acceptable single organization, This Agroment consisted of a statement of the 
participant!s faith, centered upon the controvereios the churches had undergone, 
By 1916 the three church bodies had decided to wnite into one, One June 9, 1917, 
in the four-hundredth year of the Reformation, the N,rwegilan Lutheran Church of 
IRR was born, in St. Paul, Minnegota, Dr. He G. Stub was elected the first 
progident. 

While there are still five Lutheran Synods. of Norse veckeround in the United 
States, the new church received into membership more than 90þ of the clurched 
Norwegians. The largest of the dissident sgynods, the Lytheran Free Church, is 
united with the major body in cooperative work in the American Iytheran Conference, 
since 1930, This synod is not et in California, 


In 1946, at its biennial conmention, the official name of the church was 


by dropping the agcription of an alien culture, and DOTGLNARE simply the 
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title, "The Evangelical donde Church", Since 1925 the Synod has been guided by 


- 


Dr, J, 4, Aasgaard, foadquarters of the Church are in Minneapolis, 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church, aside from its continuing efforts to contri- 
bute its cultural heritage to Lutheran thinking in the United Syates, has two 
characteristics that distinguish it on the American religious s8cene; First, with 
its two theological geminaries 


four senilor colleges, and four Junior colleges, it 


mintains in proportion to its 8ize, the most comprehensive system of Christian 


higher education of any protestant church in the United States, Second, itg 
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"choral Unions", formed in almost overy "circuit" of the Church, promote a full 
appreciation of religious choral master-pieces, This musical training at the 
erags roots has gerved as the bage for encouraging the work of its internationelly- 
knowm coll ege choral grows, of which the St, Olaf Choir is tho most readily re- +» 
coenized, 

Beyond itself, the Evangelical Lutheran Church cooperates with other synods 
in the following way: by membership in the American Lutieran Conference, a group of 
five Lutheren Synods attemting to congolidate and integrate their work wherever 
pPos8sible;z and by membership in the National L, theran Council, the wrking agency for 
more than twe- thirds of the Lutherans of the United Stetos in their relation to 
gzovernnent, foreign aid, welfare, and public relations, 

Ngrweglans began to filter into California in very small muwbers with the 
g0ld-rush, By 1860, no more ER 800 were known to be here, The number rapidly 
increaged, and the largest group received minor spiritual ministration from the 
PLoneer German L. theren Pastor, J., M., Bueblers 

The records of Our Savior! s LuthSran Church, Sen Francisco, the first organ=- 
ized. congregation, yield the following accounts TKnowins that there were in San 
Francisco thousands of Scandinavians, but no Scandinavian Lutheran Church, the 


Vorwegien Lutheran Synod of America appointed Rev, Chr, Kvistendahl (properly: 


Evistendanhl), of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to go thither and attempt the organization 
of g8uch a clurch, He arrived October 14, 1870, and preached his first germon 
October 16th, November 20, 1870, a congregation was organized and the gaid Rev. 
Chr, Kvistendahl was inanimously called as the future minister of the church", 


Rev, Hyistendahl rTerained as vastor during the next five years, and was guc- 


ceeded by Rev, Lauritz Carlgen, Pastor Carleen made frequent trips to the nearby 


communities of San Rafael, Sean Lgrenzo, and Oakland, ani thus Our Savior!s congre- 


gation became the mother church for the work of the Evangelical Iutheran Church, 
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in California, Know today as "The Kormoglan Inthoran Church of San Francisco", 
| this congregation not only continued and expanded its service to its om commmity, 


but was responsible through Rev, Carlsen for the founding of Norwegian Lutheran 


work around the Puget Sound, where he began the first two congregations at Stanwood, 
Vashington and Portland, Oregon, in August 1876, 

Under the pastorate of Rev, 0, Groensberg, Our Savior's in 1890 als initiated 
a Seaman's Uisson earrioe for Norwegian gailors, in cooperation with the Finnish 
Lutherans, The first resident mi88lonary;, was succeeded by Rev, Carlsen, who had 


by this time returned from gervice as a missionary in Australia, During the first 


ten years of Carlsen's service at the Seaman's Misslon, more than 175, 000 gailors 
had visited the Mission-on the waterfront from the Ferry Building, The work ej 
continues todays, 
Norse religious work took the departure into an Americanited effort with the 
formation of Trinity English Lutheran Church of San Frencisco, in 1899, Having 
called the theological student, BE, M. Stensrud, Our Savirb 's installed him as 


| a88istant pastor in charge of the "Enegliagh department of Ii ts clhwch work# s 2B 1897, 


The installation germon was preached by the Missouril Synod's famed pioneer pastor, 
J, M., Buehler, whose church, St, Paulls, thus reaffirmed its ascription as the 
[4 mother church of Lutheranism on the West Coast, The Englizh work was strategi- 


cally advanced when Our Savior!s Church unanimously regolved to authorize the 


organization of an independent English congregation, in 1899, The need and the 
_ aifficulties of such a venture can be intimated when recalling that as late as 1908, 
| an account of Trinity Bnglish Church in the Lutheran Herald, includes the following 


from the reporter: "It need not be pointed out that the abrupt guddeness of guch 


Anglicizing is a Serious menace to the integrity of family life among our immi- 


grants. « «ond no where, apparently, do our countrymen 80 readily abandon their 


o14 Speech and adopt Engligh as the language of home 'and heart as in California, 


= 


cpa and egpecially in San Francisco", \ 


+ The new church progpered, even though its building when completed to the full 


Pe , | 
use of the Sundey School auditory, facaithe devZzstation of the great earthquake 


only three days later. "is by a miracle, the new building was gaved, The ocean of 
fire Tolled on toward it, engulfing everything Ti its path; but at the rear wall 

of the Church it made a gudden turn and passed by, And not one member of the congre - 
gatlon perished in the catastrophe; but a very few left the city, and the organi. 
zation remained practically intact®*, Thus writes its first pastor, in his book, 

"The Lutheran Church and California, The congregation rallied to complete its 


building vrogram the next year, It continues today on Van Ness Averme, a leader 


in its synods, 

Stensrud also organized St, Paul!s English Lybheran of Oakland, in 1897; and 
Grace. nglish, San Francisco, In 1908, as the outgrowth of Sunday School mission 
work that had been started five years earlier. 

Maanwhile, thaw congregations were being organized throughout the states, 

Rev, Groensberg, who had left Our Savior's to be president of Pacific Lutheren 
Acadeny, Parkland, Washington, returned as missionary to central California in 

1897, In Northern California, the Norwegilan-Danish congregation had been organ- \ 
ized at. Eureka, and work was begun in Southern California in 1902, by Rev. P., N, M.. 
Carlsen, | _ : 

Carlsen warked as far north from Los Angeles as Santa Barbare., He organized 
Our Savior's Church in Los Angeles, and Trinity in Santa yea. From the winter 


of 1903 until 1905, this parish was vacant, Then Rev. Olaf Eger arrived in Los 


Angeles as the first s8ettled pastor, Included in his work was the congregation 
at Santa Barbera, and mission work at Pagadena, San Pedro, and Hemet, 


| e” 
By 1908, Rev, F., A. T. Corneliussen, of - the United Norwegian Intheran Church, 


had started a mission in Lgs Angeles, and shortky after the merger of the &e synods 2 


in 1917, the two congregations in Los Angeles were wnited in the vresent Our 


Savior's in domtom Los Angeles, San Diego work was started by Dr. J. A. Þ Naess 
. . . = 
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| the yoar previous to the merger, 1916, the following organized work was 


repregented in California: the Synod of the Norwegian Ev, Lutheran Church had 


*} 


three congregations in San Francisco, two in Oakland, a congregation each In 
Eureka, Freamo, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, and Hemet, and mission work was being 


: conducted in Oakland, Suigun, Richmond, Pagsadena, and Moorpark, Besides, the 


Synod conducted a city Mission (inner mission work of visitations and gervice to 
hospitals, jails, and charity), and the Seaman's Missilon, both in San Pranci sco, 

The United Norwegian Iutheran Church at that time was doing work w. th churches 
in Los Angeles, Patterson, and San Francisco, and missions conducted in Pasadena, 


Sen Diego, Stockton, Olinda, Orland, Alameda, and San Pedro, 


The Hange's Norwegian Lutheran Synod. maintained a church at Santa Roga, 
| When the merger was comple ted, California members of the Synod were organ- 
| ized into the Pacific District, extending from Shishmaref, Alasgkna, to San Diego, 


At its 1949 comention, this District petitioned the Synod for a division, which 


a 


would recognize California work by creation of a new District, The Pacific Digs- 


trict was guided by Dr, Le. 0. Foss, and his gon, the Rev, Dr, H. Le VFoss, has held 


——_ A 


the President's office for the District since 1931, 


| By 1943, the lO0Oth Anniversery of theEvangelical Lutheran Church, CONETEga- : 


> tions in Califomia had increased to twenty-one, and a total soul membership of 


un. 


| | 9,008, From these figures it can be observed that the planting of new churches in 
the state was not vigrously pursued as a mission policy, The attitude that seemed 


to guide expansion efforts was to attempt to attract all Norse Lutherans into 8ingle 


eg o 


churches in larger areas. Thus all Orange County adherents were expected to main=- 


4 


tain nombership in a church at Long Beach--twenty miles away. The entire city of 


wy 
- 


os was to be cared for by a single domtom church, Our Saviors, 
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The flood of war-workers into Southern California, who ge background was often 


of stgmnchest Lutheran faith, goon forced & radicel revisilon of home misslon work, 


The laborers, able to drive sixty miles a day eVery day to work, could not be per- 
SU2a4ler to drive out of their immediate caummnity to Look for a church on Sundays, 
Instead of the people being asked to come to the Church, the Church had to come Uo 
the people, 

A 8econd. RI for revision was thet the Americen Lutheran Church, as80c- 
iated with the Evanzelicel Lutheran Church in the Regional Home Missions Council of 
the National Lutheran Council, entered upon 8 most vigorous program of chu ch- 
planting after 1941, Churches in Calif ate of the Anerican Lutheran Church tripled 
in geven years, and this spectacle cauged a gerious reevaluation of Evangelical 
Lutheran thinging, The regult was the reployment of a vastor as home-missilon di- 
Tector in the Los Angeles area, who was commissioned to find locations for new 
churches, No longer was it a auestion of finding Norwezgilans in order to begin & 
church; it was enough to find an unchurched area, It _ obvious that California 

work could. develon without te benefit of natlonalistic DIYOMITINESE 7 
Congecuently, by the end of 1948 there were twenty-two coneregatlons of the 
Synod in Southern California alone, The vrogrem of initiating new congregations 
continues as the Synod adopts the motto of America's great Iutheran patriarch, H, 
M., Muhlenberg, Ecclesia Plantandal, Tihe Charch mast be planted 

The members of the Synod have boen active in supporting sjmmodical foreien 
missions in China, Zululand, Madagascar, and South America, They have taken gpecial 
interest in Christien higher equecation by s8upporting Pacific Lutheran College, 
Parkland, Washington, Recently,. interest in the educational ministry has been 
vitelized in California by the establishment of Christian Day Schools by three of 
the congregations, Tyis interest was carried over to a solicitation of all other : C 


Lutheran synods in California toward the joint Sponsorship of three Intheren high 


{ 


8chools which will be developed on the Junior College level as g0on as possible, 
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to 8ponsor 


the Intheran Hoppital Society, 


o 


=. ornia Iutheran Hospital has expanded now to include also the Santa Monica Hogpital, 


during these twenty-nine years of 


The Intheran Bible Institute, Los Angeles, has received extrapsynodical gup= 
pork from churches of this Synod, Pastor John Trontvedt, founder of the school, is 
a member of the mintsterium of the Synod, Bible study courses and practical Christ- 
ian evangelistic methods are offered by the school to both full-time students and in 


| night-gchool., One of its graduates has been able to assme status as a Mexican 


Bible Camp work has been pioneered for the Iuntheran Church in the Uyited 


ible Camp each sgwmmer in the San Bernardino Mts, conducted winder the ausbices of 


the American Lutheran Conference, and of a two week camp at Mt, Hermon, near Santa 


16 
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its history., 


1926 


1855 2D6T 2250 


organi zed work of the Synod, members 


1936 


19 
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of the PFrangelical Intheren 


istian work in the following areas! 


Missionary of the Amrican Lutheran Cyurch in the Rio Grande Valley. 


1943 1946 
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Adoph Larson, 
eles, was one of the guiding pioneers in founding 


ich took over the California Hospital, 


e&y are the ardent gupporters of a three-week 


1948 
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6721 9055 
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— I W., Johnsons, 
ol Among the many Lutheran groups active in California is the 


Evangelical Iutheran California Conference, a constituent part 
of the Augustana Lutheran Church, and thus holding affiliation 
with such groups as National Lutheran Council, TLutheran World 
Federation, and World Gpuncil of Churches, Iisted in its Church 
rolls are 47 congregations, two of which are located in the State of 
Arizona. The organization is divided somewhat unequally into 
three 8o=called mission Districts: Northern, Central, and Southern, 
The Northern District where the oldest congregations are located 
eontains the churches. of the San Francisco Bay area and stretches as 
far east as Sacramento, and as far south as San Inis Obispo County. 
In this District are sixteen congregations, The Central District 
covers much of the San Joaquin valley, with nine congregations 
from Bakersfield to Stockton following the trail of Highway No, 99, 
Largest of the Districts in membership is the Southern, centered in 
the Los Angeles area with 22 congregations, Sixteen of these 
are in Los Angeles County alone accounting for about 36 per cent of 
the state membership in the Conferences, There are also 
churches in Riverside and San DIego counties, and the two 
Arizona congregations. 
+  QrJ gins=1, Ya A, 
: | 2 Ee The Parent organization of this Conference is the Augustana 
| Latheran Church, _ or as 1t has been knom for most of its history 


Stana 2 of North America, In 1948 this Church celebrated | 


18h immigrants of New Sweden, Iowa, who 


of | theiy number, a Shoemaker, to be FUSED | pastvy . 
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California Conference - 2 

1849, year of the California gold rush, a Swedish Pagtor by the 
name of Lars Paul E$bjorn accompanied a group of irmigrants 

to the Shores of the Mississippi and organized a church in Andover, 
Illinois, in the mid year of the nineteenth century, Es8bjorn 

had the calling not only of a pioneer pastor but also later as 

a Swedish professor in a University at Springfield, Illinois, 

where he became dissatisfied with thy confesslonal looseness of. his 
golleagues, and it was due to him that the organization of the 
Augustana Synod was effected in the 8ummer of 1860 at about The 
time Abraham Lincoln was nominated as President of the United 
States, The new church 1isted 49 Norwegian and Swedish Iutheran 
congregations in the states of Illinois, Wisconsin, JTJowa, Minnesota, 
Indiana, Pennsylvania, and New York, s$erved by 27 ministers, 

In 1870 the Norwegian constituency Separated from the Swedish 

and formed their om synod, 


Origins-=Europeans 


The roots of the Augustana Church are to be found in the 


Intheran Church of Sweden from which its first pastors came, More 
8pecifically they are to be found Iin the evangelical revivals 

in the Swedish church in the mid years of the past century, Those affec- 
ted by these revivals remained faithful to the Inutheran Church, 

and confesslonalism has always been stressed in the Augustana Churches, 
The immigrants brought to this country their well worm Bibles, 

thelr catechisams, and their Hymnals or the go=called P8almbok 

containing the glorious chorales of Walling Franzen, Spegels 
Svedberg, and many others, Names 8uch as Rosenius, evaneelical 


lay preacher, FJellstedt, Bible Scholar, to gay nothing of Martin 
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were houseRNold names to these church 


established Sunday Schools where their children 

Tore taught the catechilam and the Bible History, and in early 
adolescence were received as church members by the rite of confirmation. 
The altar became the center of the church worship, though the preachin g 


on the texts of the church year was not neglected, They established 
| jngStiftufions 
a Seminary, higher 


Al 
of learning, © charitable institutionsy the 
length and breadth of the land, Ploneer pastors Sought to gather 


the countrymen of the dispersilon into the churches, new churches 


were organized and the membership rapidly grew in numbers, By 


the middle of the Seventies their attention was called to the Golden 


; State in the west, Pastors were sent to' investigate but failed to 
; make any progress, until in 1882 a Pastor, John Telleen, organized 


the first congregation of this conference, 


**# namely, the Ebenezer 


Church of San Francised, and remained as its pastor iwnitil the year 
1890, 


In 1883 Augustana Churches west of the Rocky Mountains 
- | banded themselves together into a West Coast MissLlon District 


with eight congregations in the states of California and Oregon, 


and the territories of Washington, Tdaho, and Utah, The church 
membership of that year was 437 confirmed and 729 Baptized, 


These congregations were Served by six pastors and they contributed 


: SY to the work of the church in 18835 $2,905,971, This district at 
the outset contained one California Church, and one California pastor, 
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California Conference - 4 

In 1888 the West Coast Mission District was raised to the | 
status of a Conference, and for five years it continued as the Frcrfrc Confer. 
the 28eventh Conference of the Augustana Synod, At first it contained 
22 congregations, s8ix of which were located: in the Golden State, 
congregations at San Francisco, San Josge, Oakland, Templeton, 
Kinesbure, and Los Angeles... The baptized membership of these 
81x churches was 694 bantized and 487 confirmed, 

A 8tep forward was taken in 1893 when the Pacific Conference 
was divided, north and s8outh, the northern part becoming the 
Columbia Conferences and the s8outhern part the California Conference 
which was organized at a meeting in the Concordia Church, Kingsburg 
April 12-16, 1893, At this time there were eight congregations In 
the Conference, The filrst annual busIness 8e8sLon was conducted by 
four pastors and three laymen, The pastors were GC, M, Egbjorn, 
A, M., LeVeau, P., A, Edquist, and A, M, L., Herenius, It 1s 
noteworthy that the president etubat. C, M, E8bjorn (1858-1911) 
was the son of the first and oldest geetor of the Augustana Church , &.P.E5bjere, 
(1808-1870) who came to this country in the year of the California 
gold rush of 1849 The following pastors have Served the 


Conference sIince its organization SLA JO 8r5 A39ui at 1917-1921 


Co, M, Es8bjorn 1895-1899 . Julius Lindoln 1921-1925 


As Me, LeVeau 1896-1898 A.P.GoAnders0ns 1927-19530 


A. M. Lo, Herenius 1898-1899 GC. &. Anderson 1930-1936 


Co Jo Es, Haterius LION IDO TJ, Herman 01880n 1956-1959 


GC, 'M, E8bjorn 1905-1907 0. A, Elmauist 1959-1944 


X Philip Andreen 1907-1911 Rudolph C, Burke 1944-1946 
P,E, Berg 1911-1917 Oo FT pl A, Westerberg 1946= : 
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2 HATER chart will Serve to show the s8tatus of the 
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ts: ations as reported to the organization meeting, as of 


b] Cont rib tions Pagers Na me 
San Francisco $32000 425 555 $3,000.00 C. M, Esbjorn 


San d o8e 12000 510, 58 1, 300,00 Vacant 

| | Oakland 12000 100 120 1,137,17 A. M., LeVeau 
Templeton 4000 98 183 2,000.00 Vacant 
Kingsburg 4500 o»54 B87 v00, 00 A.,M.L, Herenius 
Los Angeles 10000 $50 6s 1,161.39 P.,oA,Edquist 
Riverside 4500 #41 ? 610. 27 Vacant 
Eureka 5500 5 74 FR JH! Vacant 


This report 1s interesting even in its evident Iinaccuracies, 
For instance the church at RIiverside reported 41 confirmed 
members, but failed to report any baptized members, If this 
local report had been complete the total number of baptized 
members in the Conference wouT have been larger 'than 1,144, 
Congregational contributions apPBar to be very exact in s8ome Instances 
and only estimates in others, The over all contributions 
appear to be $12.02 Su- confirmed member Other facts presented by 
the year's report were: 118 children dtacd, no adults baptized, 
16 children confirmed, 42 members received by letter of transfer, 
88 by profession, There were 5 deaths of confirmed members, and 4 
of children, One member was mates, and geven were 


dropped From the rolls, 
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There were 24 teachers in the Sunday 8chool 
and 112 children, There were three parochial school teachers 
th with a total of 57 children, | ; | ; 
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California Conference = 6 

Of the congregations listed above all of them have had a 
continuous existence until the pres8ent day, with the exception 
of Eureka which has since been disgolved, Most of the churches 
are much larger at pre8ent, and all of them have been Iinstrumental 
in encouraging the b eginnings of other mis8slons and organizations, 
Of the four pastors who are counted as the founding fathers of 
the Conference all have pazsed aways, LI% Is doubtful If any pastor 
has given California a longer period of service than Reve A, M, LeVeau 
who came to California in 1886, and remained In the &ervice of 
s8ome conference church until his death in 1922, 539 years of continuous 
8ePylces, He Is the only one who has s8erved as President, VLIce 
President, Secretary and TPeagurer. He wrote the history of the 
Conference at its 25th anniversary, observed In 1917, 


Growth of the Conference 


In the last few years the California Conference has recorded 
a larger per centage of growth in membership than any other Conference 
in the national church body, In the early years of Its organization, 
| however, 1ts Seemed to be at a standstill for Net Moromag No new 
congregation came into being between 1889 a9d 1904, It may be well 
to enquire into the reagons both of the early lack of growth and 


of the later rapiaity of growths, 


One reason was probably due to language difficulties, The ” RR 
conference in Its earlier days was a church using only the oath, in ; 
its preaching ministry, The Conference minutes Were published in 
the Swedish until, the middle twenties, Even the f ira8t world 
war failed to change this situation, - The churches were So Ry 
the membership was malls The conference began in days of depress1lon 


and the membeyrship did not have the means to maintain an aggressive 
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| Homo ary PPOgram, It is true that the misslons of the 
8tate Were S8UPPO8Sed to be s8ubsidimzed by the parent Synod, but 
California was far away from the center, and much of the church 
leadership was either apathetic or ignorant, so that funds from 
the east were Irregular and'adequates, The year 1929 brought on 
another depression and the future did not 8eem to be very promising. 
In 1939 a new Home Mission Policy was put into effect by the 8ynod 
with the authority entrusted in a large Misslon Board with e ach 
of the thirteen conferences represented by a pastor and a laymans 
At the head of the plan was an executive director of Home Misslons, 
The S8ynod was divided Into seven regional areas with a regional 
director in eachs, The Callfornia Conference, though mall in 
membership comparatively, has contimed to be one of these 8even 
areass 

The effect of the new policy has showmm Itself in California 
which had a gain of 83 per cent in the last decade compared with 
59 per cent In the previous d eCcades Furthermore T1in the last ten 
ye,rs as many new congregations have been established (18) 
as in the previous thirty years, Iif We count the churches Hthat 
have been on a permanent bgsis, During the period 1939 to the 
pPresent time three men have 8erved as regional directors, Rev, 
J, Herman 01880n, DTs Os A, Elmquist, and Rev, Alan IL, Langhoff, 
The latter took up his duties in December, 1943, 

The growth of this Conference as the Hisfory of California 


Ji reviewed neces88arily leaves gome blank 8paces, The following 


chart will Show the figures as the . cntttey is broken up into 
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Pa uTors m WEE, 
one "OO "0 Oe OY 
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1900 6 3 & 78,585 747 1,205 9,142,89 

1929 18 20 489,220 9,042 4,845 123,797, 40 

1950 4 47 2,065,267 10,9835 H45558& 658,164.10. 

$45 15,211  04,9455.3y 


It will be noted that figures for membership, property 
valuation, and contributions were all less than at the organization 
of the conference in 1893, However from the year 1900 to 1950 


the conference has shovwm consistent gain along all lines of 


endeavore The percentages of Increasge for 1950 over 1900 


2re polnted out In the following tables 


Number of pastors has increased 600 percent 
Number of congregations has increased 488 percent 


Valuation of property has Iincreased 2,528 percent 


Confilrmed members have Increas8ed 1,277 per cent 
Baptized members have Increased 1,110 percent 


Contributions have increaged 6,005 percent 


Total reported contributions from 1882 to the present time 
have been $5,592,038, 01 
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©» Galifornia Conference = 9 
Thraughout its history the needs of Home MissLion 


expansion have occupied the time and the attention of the 


Conference as Aa working unit, Even in recent years when The 
control of this work has been placed in the hands of a Central 

Board of Missions, $till the Conference Executive Board has 

contimed to have a real responsibility for this work, Annually 

the beneficiary congregations make petition for the amount of 
miss8Ilonary aid needed, This petition is passed on first by the 
District in which the congregation is located, then by the 

| Conference Board, and flnally by the Board of Home Missions 

| of the national church body. The new plan encourages the congrega- 
tions in decreasing the amounts of these petitions from year to 


year, 80 that normally, in ten years, the congregation. should 


be gelf HE GE TIER oof The local congregations have nobly 
co=operated In this progressive pollcy, and gome have become 
8e1f 8ustaining even before the expiration of the allotted 
period, The latest report available ghows the annual aid 
given to sixteen congregations and misslons in the amount of 
$29,446, Only three of the congregations in this group were 
organized before the year 1940. Beneficiary congregations 
have as a rule reported comparatively good progress from year 


to year in membership and stewardship. 


The Conference and Social Missions 


The California Conference has never maintained large 
EG: - 4 i, Qin] or charitable institutions, The needs have not been 


ther FIAT, 8 


—  Jlaeking but the esmall number of churches and members have been a 


4 _cause of hiniirance in this area of church work, In the early 
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California Conference - 10 ; 
x ot gan Franc(Sco 
years of the Conference History a S@ilor's Mission,was established 
nod 

and maintained by the Augus tank, the missLonary stationed 
| being one of the %mmod pastors, | 

In the twenties and early thirties the Conference operated 
a Home for the Aged In Kingsburg, as well as a Home for Children 
in Escalons The8e institutions ard no longer in exlstences, 


At the present time there is a Conference committee Investigating 
the pps88Iibilities and needs of establishing a Home for the Aged 


In the Los Angeles area, Thus far no Specific plans have been 
reported, 

The California Conference for Some years has been 
co-operating with the Iutheran Welfare Council of Southern california 
at Los Angeles, and the Iutheran Welfare Council of Northern 
California at San Prancisco, and has placed theee agencies on 
the annual budget of the Conferences One Institution which 
is entirely Separate from the conference as far as control 1s 
concerned is the Salem Home for the Afped in Oakland, which was 
establiskhed in 1924 under the aggressive leadership of Dr, C., 0, 
Lundouilst , of Ebenezer Church, San Francisco, Tr. 19240 
he became the 8uperintendent of this Home and remained in this 
post until his death on June 1, 1949, Dr. E., Ge. Knock, a pastor of 
the California Conference has recently beoome s8uperintendent of 


this Home which takes care of upwards of one' hundred guests, 


The Galifornia Conference and Education 


A Inthefan College in California has ever loomed as one of 
the great hopes of members living in this state, There have been 
dreams and even negotiations for auch an objective, but thus far 


they have never been rTeall,ed, Young people of this Conference 
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a Conference - 11 
: to attend a Lutheran College must travel either to Pacific Lutheran 
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11ege » of Parkland, Washington, the only Lutheran College on 


£ the Pacific Coast, or to some college in the Middle West, For 

Eads 8everal yours the Conference has placedP, L., CG. on its budget, 
and is represented on the College Board of Trustees by one 
member, The number of 8tudents at P, LL, C., from this Conference 


is reported to be Increasing from year to years 


To encourage attendance at Iutheran Colleges © the Conference 
| makes available for qualified 8tudents ten scholarships of $250 
| each, as one of its contributions to Higher Education, On SH 333%% 
BS PUBTHINEGPHRN% The Conference Seeks to encourage the program of 


of the Iantheran Students! As88cciation of America with an annual 


| eift in its budgets 
LE On the parish level the Conference through its local congregati ons 
maintains Sunday School in every church, TLatest reports reveal that. 
| there are 639 Sunday School teachers and officers, 4,376 
| | pupils below Confirmation age, and 1,075 in adult Bible classes, | 
 - Approximately half of the congregations have Vacation Bible Schools 
manned by 182 teachers and 1,642 pupils, The Parish Education 
| Program provides graded lesson material from the tots of the nursery 
up to gentirnation and beyond. The California and Columbia Conferences 
| have been a 8jnodical area for the direction of this wOPK , | 
: a En. Avuxi | 11ary Organizations of the Conference 
+ __ q | 27 — The auxiliary organizations which have been regognized from 
P 2 Ds : <A Year, in the order of their ago are (1) the Luther League, 
2 ” & The Woman's Mis8lonary Society, and the Brotherhood, 
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l, The Conference Luther League . 
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The California Conference Iuther League was organized at 
a Conference meeting in Trinity, Freeno, on April 7, 1910, 
Eight Inther Leaguers took pgrt in the organization together with . 
Conference pastLorss First President of the Luther League was 
Dr, Edward Nelanders, At first annual meetings of the League were 


held in conjunction with conference meetings, but of later years 


' 86parate meetings have been held, usually over the Labor Day 


week end in one off the churches of the conference, Rev, Harry Vietors 
3830n, of Los Angeles is at present head of the conference Luther 


League, Latest figures show 584 leaguers in the conference, The 
report Is evidently incomplete, as a large number of local 


RACE 
leagues are not In the eong Total expenditures for the lasb 


year were $3,705, 
2, The Woman's Misslonary Society 


The largest of Conference auxiliaries 1s the Woman's MissLionary 
Society, organized In Los Angeles on April B22, 1912, This work 
includes bes1ides the regular society, the Woung Women's Missionary 
Society, and the Junior Misslon Band for the children below the 
confirmation ages Mrs, Edward Nelander was the first President of 
the Society, and Mrs, Elmer M, Johnson, of Rui Sacramento . 

Is the present one, During the years 8ince 1912 this organization 
has distributed for Home and Forelen Mis8s8lons, and Charities the 
gum of about $193,000, There are at present about 1,400 

annual members of the Woman's Missionary Society, 


9. Conference Brotherhood 


The Iutheran Brotherhood of the Conference came into being 


at the Messilah Church, Pasadena April 15, 1926, Dr, A, F, Elmquist 


of Los. Angeles was first president, Mr, Iester C, Jones of North 
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"a Several years, Information 
about membership and number of Brotherhoods 1s not availables 
The function of the Brotherhood is distinetly local in character, 
though gome united work in encouraging Home Misslons In The 
Conference has been carried ons The Brotherhood acted as the 
Spearhead for the Augustana Pension Fund appeal in btis Pall of 
1949, 

Towards Iutheran Unity 


The disadvantages of a deunited Lutheran Church in the 
State and Nation have been recognized for many years. The latter 
years have Seen the emergence of a new attitude between the 

various Lutheran Bodies, Inutheran competition has given way to 
Iatheran PECEPSFOIL EN, and the hope for the future 1s 

Tatheran unity, Efforts at unity have been fostered In various 
areas of the life of the church, TIt has been noted in the work of 
The Young People in the Inther Leagues of the various s8ymmnods who 
have come to know each other at 8uch Summer Bible Camps as Mount 
Hermon in the Santa Cruz Mountains; Camp Slerra in the Central 
part of the state, and Camp Seeley in the south, It has been 
further promoted in the co-operative efforts in the Home Miss1lon 


program and the Home Missions Council. No new mission field. is 


po88e88ed without the approval of the Inter-synodical Home Miss1ions 


Council, It has been demonstrated in the, publication of the 


Woatern Intheran, a gemi-monthly church paper edited and managed 


by Rev, Elmer M, Johnson, of Sacramento, member of the California 


Conference . 


_ The California Conference took an active part in 8ecuring 
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the week of May 1, " The various S8ynods met Separately to 


conduct their om business, They joined in large mass weetiine 


for inspiration, and held one business 8e8s8lon as one body, In 


the historic St, Mark's Church on the afternoon of May S, The 


Callfornta Conference meeting the following day eNGOFS60 all of 
the joint reaclutions, and added a resolution that had been 
deleted in the larger gathering, This is In part as follows: 
"Tt 1s with a 8ense of shame, a confession of our sin and frailty, 
with a desire For true repentance, that we acknowledge the present 
dignity of our Tutheran Church, We humbly Seek the mercy of 
God ana His forgiveness, and we beseech Him by His Holy Spirit 
that He take from us individually and corporately everything 
and anything which hinders, prevents, or delays the true union of 
our congregations Into one s8ynodical body, always and only to the 
zlory of Christ Jegus"” These few lines may. 8erve to indicate 
the thoughts and feelings of those who recognized the gravity 


| of the problem, and were praying for its 8olution, The true progress 


towards tamaaz Union in the Lutheran Church made by the 1949 
: San Francisco conventions will not be appraised until many years 


| have paJted The 8econd century of California Church History 


ought to have much to s8ay in its testimony bearing upon this 


Problems 
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this congregation for forty one years, 


_—_— —_— — - 


5 MN Wat. vj #6 1% Wbb dr act 6c te "4 "—”_ 
by + s oy ws c " "3 v5 ” Ps. > 2s "a + o a X a; < , 4 Fs = OL WENT , , I 
CITI TOE EE IITIN ” Ee iS a de 8 TY fv. w . \ y . [po 
by 4 &; i FF OC TL. __-L 4 [ | 
_ —_— « . Ab ny poaibngs ov pet ot = _ war ao a0 th p W. +a PT PO < w/ va > : 
: C ; 
: HO 


UTSSOURI —_—_ 2a =O CHURCH 
Carl Walker Be ty Fn 
The Latwirab res. - Mis8ouri Synod is both the oldest synod in California and the 


1argost.. The beginnings of Iutheranism in the golden 8tate hare the romance of the west- 


ern pioneer days, An anonymous letter, dated November 2, 1859, admittedly written by Irs. 
Elizabeth Schreiber, a regident of Oroville, led to the first synodical action toward the 
planting of the Intheran church in the west, ls. Schreiber directed her letter to Dr. 

Co F, W. Walther, then president of Concordia Seminary, St, Louis, and a towering figure 
in the history of American Intheranism, Dr. Walther had a deep love for the truth of God's 
Word and was ardently devoted to the spreading of it, He promptly published the anonymous 
letter in an 1i88ue of the "ILutheraner" dated December 1, 1859, The letter at once aroused 
response throughout Synod and especially among the students at Concordia Seminary to wham 
Dr, alter had given the original copy of the letter. In this important commmication, 80 


* intimately linked with the official beginnings of Intherani.am in California, the writer be- 


moans that "many congregations are being organized here, but none of these are as80ciated 
with my beloved Intheran church, . One should think that a man of s8ufficient courage and 
Christian convictions could be found to come here into this distant land in order to gath- 
er the lost sheep of Christ into His fold,"-Along with the publication of this letter Dr. 
Walther is88ued a general plea for financial as8i8tance. He expressed his personal convic- 
tion that "if the expensive trip to California could be financed, a worker would certain- 
ly be found to volunteer for this ass8ignment and that the Lord Himself would fully ppovide 
all further needs," 

Students at Concordia Seminary read the letter with mixed emotions. A number of them 
had the desire to accept the challenge, but none dared to presume that he would be worthy 


of the honor to serve as the lone representative of Synod in 80 important an outpost as 
the budding metropolis of San Francisco, Though a number of students volunteered, the 


_ choice of Dr, Walther fell upon Jacob Martin Buehler, a resident of Baltimore, Maryland, 


From now on the history of Intheranism in California is vitally as80ciated with this 
remarkable person to whose vision and courage the present magnificent St. Paulus Church 
on Gough and Eddy Street in San Francisco is an eloquent tribute. Buehler was pastor of 


Pastor Buehler's voyage from New York by boat to San Francisco is interestingly des- 

eribed in his om diary, Proof of his intense interest, in spiritual values is indicated 
in reference to the sermons which he delivered to the pas8engers on board hip, He care- 
fully records the texts and als the general theme of his sermons, That he posses8ed ca- 


pacity to win the hearts of people and to impress them winsamely with his sinoerity is re- 


frlected in the fact that the pass8engers were evidently deeply interested in his messages, 
Wen Buehler's wallet containing $350,UU was stolen, the captain of the ship personally 80=- 


1icited a collection in the interest of this young preacher who was headed for the wild 
west, This collection amounted to $52.00, which with the $60.00 8aved from the hands of 
W495 


the thief because it was carried in a different place, ws the total amount of cagh on hand 


when the golden gate of San Francisco became visible on August 25, 1860, 
San Francisco - West Coast Cradle of Intheranism 


The first s8ervice conducted by Pastor Buehler in San Francisco was on the first Sunday 
in September, 1860, Just two months later on the 8th of November, 1860, the first Iutheran 
congregation was officially organized, A document of first-rate historic value for this 
period is on hand, having been preserved in the cornerstone of the first church built on 
Geary Street in the year 1863, This document is signed and attested by the men of whom 
5ome became noted business men and industrialists a880ciated with the history of Californiag 
J, M., Buehier, pastor; Jacob Schreiber, president (This Mr, Schreiber was the husband of 
Elizabeth Schreiber, witer of the letter above referred to); Hermann Doscher, vice presi- 
dent; Edward Kruse, secretary; 0, KLloppenburg, Lreasurer. Others who signed the documents 
were members of the church council: Philipp DGther, Henry Kohlmoos, Friedrich Bruns, 


'y 


Carl Bothe, Claus Spreckels, J, H, N, Tum Suden, This document faithfully records the hig- 

tory, above tne Signatures of the names given, of Iutheranism in California from the time 

of Buehler's arrival until the time of the laying of the corner stone, October 23, 1863, 
This important document reveals the following steps of progress in the California mis- 

810n? 1, The first Iutheran synod=-sponsored congregation was officially organized on No- 

vember 8, 1860, This congregation included a few individuals who had previously founded 

a fellowship of German Iutherans. 2. The work was begun on Greenwich Street in a church 
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building in which formerly a Reverend Moshake had been active; upon Buehler's arrival the 
work was willingly yielded to him, 3. at the end of the second year, in 1862, a very fine 
piece of property on Geary Street was purchased for $5,000, 4, Officers of the congrega- 


tion at this time were: Jacob Schreiber, president; Claus Spreckels, later the famous sugar 


ing, vice president; E, Kruse, Secretary; Otto Kloppenburg, treasurer; L. Feldman, L, 


Seigel, 'L, Schneider, W, Martin, W, Moffet and C, Bothe as members of the church council, 


5, A 8plit in the congregation, occasioned by. the question of property, occured in 1863, 
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6, In the interest of peace, the minority which remained at the Greenwich Street property 
was granted permission to use the name First German Evangelical Iutheran Church, but the 
main body of the congregation as8umed the name German Evangelical Iutheran Church, The 
new church on Geary Street was dedicated on the first Sunday of Advent in the year 1863, 
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Days of Trial for Pastor Buehler 


After the congregation worshipped in the basement of the new church for three years, 
it faced times of serious testing, Pastor Buehler himself has left a very precise record 
of the nature of the disturbances in the new congregation, He report. ahat, under the lead- 
ership of a certain dvier Hansen, who was now s8erving the First German Evangelical Iuth- 
 eran Church, considerable interest arose among the members in both congfegations to spon=- 
SOr & program of amalgamation, It was suggested that the two ministers, who in reality 
8tood poles apart in their theology, could properly s8erve together; Pastor Hansen's appeal 


would be to the 4iiberalistic element in the congregation; Pastor Buehler gould minister to 
those whose faith rested on more conservative foundations, Though Pastor Buehler objected 

to the proposed union because it appeared to him to be hypocritical in so far as it was 

based on a lack of true unity, he nevertheless submitted to both congregations a careful=- 


ly wrded document in which he honorably explained his position, While the new church was 


in the process of construction, Buehler was given an eight months leave of absence for a 


' trip to Europe and to his home in Baltimore, The congregation presented him with a check 
' in the amount of one thousand dollars, In connection with this trip Pastor Buehler atten- 
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ded the synodical convention of the Intheran Church = Missourl Synod, The 8ynodical min- 


7. _ utes of Buchler's report on the California missian provide a further basis upon which the 
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historicai facts can be firmly built, Upon hidreturn to San Francisco Buehler found there , 


a 


was bitter disappointment, The liberalistic element in the congregation had fomented a 
8trife and aroused general opposition to the synod's position especially with regard to 
the question of lodgiasm; Buehler himseLlf had taken the stand that the confession of the his- 


toric Christian faith and membership in an unChristian 8ecret lodge are incompatible, The 


members who had objected to Buehler's strict views demanded: that he 8ign a document in which 
he would indicate a Lliberalizing of his practice, Since this involved a restriction of his 
ministry the demand was promptly refused, Buehler now faced an "either or," To his beloved 
wife, Lou, he remarked as he was leaving the parsonage to attend the s8ignificant showdown 
meeting, "Welt, my dear, tonight I may return without a congregation," Tater on, at the 
Joyfui occasion of the celebration of his twenty fifth anniversary in San Francisco, Bueh=- 
ler declared that his attendance at that meeting and his taking a firm stand against the 
liberal opposition group was "actually one of the hardest steps in my life," In reality 

he presented his resignation at that meeting; the conditions imposed by the congfegation 

as a prerequiaite to a further ministry Were fiatly rejected, On that very same evening, 
however, Buehler's faithfuiness was vindicated; at the conclusion of the congregational 
meeting a number of his faithful followers came to the par8onage to encourage their pastor 
to continue in spite of what had happened, Hope rose in the hearts of the people who ral- 
lied with a new urgency and zeal around Buehler's brilliant leadership, On the very fol- 


lowing Sunday Congress Halli was rented for Lenten s8ervices, That was in the year 1867, 


Buehler's 8ermon preached on Easter Sunday of that year has been preserved im full, It 

18 a veritable paean of praise to the Almighty; it roos in evident relief out of a heart 
Suddenly unburdened of a crushing weight, Buehler's positive stand in the interest of the 
truth, as he 8aw it, paid rich dividends: his congregation now progpered mightily. After 
only a few Sundays in Congress Hall, the meetings were shifted to Dashaway Hall on Post 


Street, On the 47th of May, 1867, a new congregation was organized under the name, "Evan- 
gelical Iutheran St, Paulus Congregation." In the year 1869 a church building located on 


Missiorn Street, between Fifth and Sixth, was bought from the Presbyterians for the amount 


of $24,000 The congregation, unified, purged, was now founded 80lidly upon the doctrine 
and practice in keeping with the synodical position; as long and rich period of growth 


lay ahead, Fl. 


: 8erved the school as president for forty years, 


Fi #5 
Buehler, the Pioneer Founder 
Through Buehler's efforts a congregation was organized in Sacramento in the year 1861, 
but the work there was short lived. A Christian day school, the first on the Pacific coast, 
was organized in connection with St. Paulus in the year 1872, In 1879 Buehler, whose bril- 


14ant gifts had become widely recognized, received a call to became pastor of Trinity Church | 
in St, Louis, However, the menbers of St, Paulus congregation in deep affection FOR their [ 
pasbor voted unanimously not to grant approval of an acceptance of this pastorate, Reverend 
Louis Wagner was now called from Chicago to assist Buehler, Through Wagner's leadership a 


congregation ws organized across the bay from San Francisco in Oakland on February 19, 1882, | 


The Reverend J, W, Theiss, one of the pioneers of Intheranism in California, fruitfully — 
this congregation for many years. ; 
Further steps of progress in northern California may be indicated thus: Through the ef- 

forts of Pastor Wagner a congregation was founded in Stockton in the year 1887 , The Rev- 
erend J, H., Schroeder arrived in San Francisco in 1886 and founded St. John's Church, lo- 
cated today on 22nd Street near Van Ness Averne, In 1887 Buehler and St, Paulus Church 
took the lead in founding a new synodical district, the California = Oregon District of the 
Intheran Church - Wissouri Synod, From now on the work of synod prospered mightily on the 
west coaet . By the close of the century the work had spread to all the major cities of 
northern California and the names of stalwmrt leaders such as Meyer, Ehlen, Baade, Haserodt, 
777.  FOFOR sjmodical roster. 


Concordia High School and Junior College Founded 


In 1906, the year of the great San Francisco earthquake, California Concordia College 
was founded in Oakland, and dedicated to the glory of God, Through this school, organized - 
expressly as a pre-ministerial school, admitting to Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, hun- 
dreds of Christian workers have been led into various kinds of church activities as pastors, 
teachers, and lay WEIS in the congregations, The campus of this school, at &th Rrocot 
and Brann Avenue, includes a modern administration building completed in 1948 at a cost of 
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$250,000, For the past ten years this school has been co-educational and now has an en- 


roLlnent of approximately 25U s8tudents per 8emester, Professor Theodore Brohm Jr. has 
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game year he was inducted into office as the first pastor of St, John's Iutheran Church of 


Los Angeles Becomes New Center of Expansion 

In 188) the city of Los Angeles numbered LL,UV0 people, In the fall of that year the 
Reverend Martin Wyneken, of Cincinnati, Onio, arrived in los Angeles to seek relief from 
a 8evere throat disorder, In 8pite of nis illness Wyneken gathered a few Christians about 
nim to conduct reading services, He had planned a colony of Iutherans to be established at 
Sierra Madre, and in this interest wrote various articles in the Milwaukee "Rundschaw" and 
the St, Louis "Abdenschule,"” A layman, one Julius Schmidt, drove Pastor Wyneken from house 
to house by norse and wagon to win prospects for the new mission which at first was conduct- 
ed in the VWyneken home where divine services were held, With the arrival here of Reverend 
J, M. Buehler from San Francisco, the work enjoyed a new stimulus, A congregation was or- 
ganized on June 25, 1882 in Lecks Hall, between Second and Third on Main Street, When Bueh- 
Ler declined to become pastor of the new congregation, a call was sent to Reverend George 
Runkel, of Aurora, Indiana, who served the congregation with zeal and success until his 
death in 1yU5., 

Tne first permanent buiiding and property of Trinity Intheran Church was located on Ford 
Street, now Broadway, between Sixth and Seventh, This building was also used for a Christian 
day s8chool, When this new property became too mall, a new location was found at Flower and 
Eighth Street. Here the congregation worshipped for 18 years, from 1880 to 1898 when a new 
and larger building was erected, Through Pastor RunkeLl's zeal for evangelism, congregations 
were founded in Oxnard, in Palmdale and Pasadena, Another congregation in the Vernon dis- 
trict was established under the leadership of Reverend J, W, Theiss, who also founded the 
work in Long Beach, In 1905 Trinity Church took the lead in establishing St, John's Church 
in Boyle Heights, The above church was organized in 1906; Trinity, Whittier, in 1908, 

Work was extended to Orange County through the efforts of Reverend Wyneken who visited 
the early Iutheran 8ettlers in that area and thus gave the first impulse Towards the founding 
of a church, When the everdes Jacob Kogler arrived in Orange in the year 1881, having left 
Minnesota in the interest of regaining his health in a milder climate, he was at once pressed 
into service by the little group of Intherans, He preached his first sermon in December 1881, 
On February 5, 1882, the Orange Lutherans called him as their pastor, After Easter of the 


Orange by the Reverend J, M. Buehler of San Francisco, Pastor Kogler served this congregation 
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j for 35 years. Seven of these yore were invested as teacher in the Christian day school of St, 
| John's Chureh, The present edifice of this congregation was dedicated on July 19, 191h, The 
cost, of the building exceeded $50,UU0; donations of glass windows and a tower clock added great- 
ly to the value of the building, With its modern Christian day school on a spacious plot of 
ground, its beautiful pariah hall, St. John's congregation is in poss8es8ion of one of the fin- 


est and most complete church piants in the 8tate, 


An interesting view of the romantic history of Intheranism in Southern California is given 
in the Palmdale, originally called "Palmenthal" area in Antelope Valley, Here a German 8ettle- 


ment founded Zion Evangelical Intheran Church in 1887, First Pastor was Reverend Christian Mey- 


er, who had OE FS arrived from New Zealand, The congregation at Palmdale enjoyed considerable 


growth until serious reverses caused by a severe drought in 1896, 1898, sent the early 8ettlers 


scurrying into all directions, The church was abandoned in 1898 and the aged pastor with a 


heavy heart retired to Redondo Beach, But the work had not been in vain, for members of this 


aggressive group were mely transpianted to Oxnard, Santa Monica, Pomona, where they so0on formed 
"ea for the organization of new congregations. 

Work in the Pasadena area was begun by the Reverend George Runkel and the Reverend W, F, 
Sieger, who was the first residdnt pastor there. St. Paul's congregation was organized on May 
29, 1892, A long pastorate of the congregation was held by the Reverend kugust Hansen, who 
Served from 1905 until 193U, Under the able Lleadership of the Reverend George E, Theiss, in- 


cumbent pastor, the congregation has enjoyed 8teady growth and now occupies a prominent loca- 


tion on north Los Robles Avenue, where a fully equipped and modern church plant provides hous=- 
ing for the church's ministries which include a Christian day school, 


Christian Day Schools 


Since the cradle days of the Protestant Reformation, Iutherans have placed a 8trong emphasis 
on Christian education. 


lartin Iuther himself was a champion in the establishment of schools 
for boys and girls and is rightfully regarded as the father of the whole trend towards popular 


education. It was Iuther's belief, which he vigorously 86t forth and defended in many educa- 


v' to uri ; "Sas the development, of the total human personality denands instruction not 


7 an the liberal rnd but also in the word of God through which the SOUL of man is nurtured 
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Ch #8 
and 8ustained, The Iutheran Church - Missuri Synod has been the chief exponent in America 


— 


of Iuther's basic educational views, The organization of Christian day 8chools as an integral 
part of the congregation has been consistent with the view that a religion taught apart fram 
1ife may lead to a life apart from religions : 

In California the founding of the churches was in many instances accompanied with the found- _ 
ing of Christian day s8chools, Though there has been a veritable renascence of interest in Chris- 
tian day s8cholls and many denominations have lately been led to establish schools in which all 
the 8tate courses are taught in a 8etting of Christian values, the Intheran Church - MissourLl 
Synod has consistently held the lead among all Protestants in the maintenance of parochial 
s8chools, The Christian day school system in California has contributed much to the golidity 
and vigorous spirituality of the congregations which, an addition to their willing support of 
the public school system, have chosen to establish and conduct schools in which the Word of God 


has the honor place. As of October 1949 the total number of Christian day s8chools in California 


stood at 56 s8chools, attended by 420UU children and taught by 138 teachers, most of whom were 
trained in this sjnod's colleges for teachers, 

In October 1949 announcement was made to the Los Angeles churches that a very fine piece of 
property on Eighth Avenue near Florence had been purchased for the proposed high school which 
Will be designed to accommodate an enroLlment of 5U0, 

General totals for the tate of California as of October 1949: 175 pastors are serving 200 
congregations whose total baptized membership is placed at 65,000, Property evaluations are 
placed at eight and one half million dollars, | 

Since 1943 the Southern California District of the Synod has maintained a daily radio min- 
istry through the Southern California Iutheran Hour. | 

Two full-time pastors minister to the deaf, 

The Braille Institute on Vermont Avenue prints the literature used for the highly 8uccess- 
ful ministry to the blind, 

Five full-time pastors minister to the various state and county institutions and hospitals, 
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Sto, Mark's Chureh, San Franciseo, is the oldest Lutheran 
Church in California. Its foundations were laid when devout 
p Lutheran families met from time to time to sing, pray and 
instruct the children, Following is taken from the congregation's 
recent Centennial publication: 


"From the city directory we glean that Rev, Frederick 
Mooghake of Germantown, NJ, arrived in San 5-45 + 
in 1849, and opened Lutheran g8ervices, The first build- 
ing was erected in 1855 and was located on Sutter Street, 
between Dupont and Stockton," 


Py 


Rev. Moog8hake was Succeeded in 1860 by Rev, JeM.Buehler, 
During his pastorate, the Sutter Street property was 801d and 


a new houge of worship was erected on Geary between Powell and 

Stockton, Pastor Buehler continued for geven years, when the 
pa8toral relationship was dis80lved and he organized St, Paul's 
, Lutheran Church ip connection with the Miss8ouri Synod, 
Twenty=8even years after, the site on Geary Street, which 
had cost $5,000, was 801d for $105,000 and the present brick 
8tructure on O'Farrell Street was erected. Sixteen pastors have 
ministered to this congregation, Under -ministrations of Dr, J. 


George Dorn, the 8tructure has Tecenily been remodeled, 


* * ** ++ + ** 3 2 2: 


In 1867, St. John's Lutheran Chureh of Sacramento was 
organized, On property at 12th and K Streets a church edifice 

X and parsomage were erected which for forty years 8erved the 

growing congregation. This 8ite was 8014 for $55,000 and during 

the pa8torate 'of Drs Charles F, Oehler, the present $129,000 

building on 17th and I Streets was construeted with beautiful 

art glags windows from Bavaria and a magnificent, pipe. organ. 
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Adjoining the church is a commodious parsonage erected at the 
8ame time, In October, 1936, Dr, Oehler retired after continuous 


gervice of forty-five years. 

Both St, Mark's, San Franciseo, and St, John's, Sacramento, 
were organized without Synodical aid, but later they became 
nmenbers of the Synod of California, | 


JE UNLTED RAN CHURCH ENTERS FLELD 
For g8ome time prior to 1881, the Women's Missionary Society 
had aided establishment of churches in Freeport, Ill,, Lincoln, 
Neb,, and Denver, Colo, Then, in 1885S, Dr, Samuel B, Barnits, 
Western Secretary of the Board of Home Missions, brought the 
women's attention to the Pacific Coast as a fruitful field, 
First Engligh Lutheran Church, San Francisgco; Entrusted 
the tagk of inaugurating work on the Pacific Coast was Rev. O.Ce 
Miller, He arrived in San Francisco February, 18386, Within four 


months a congregation was organized; in three years a 8paciousg 
church edifice was erected costing $60,000, and in four years, there 
were 240 members and a Sunday School of 215, The future looked 
bright, | 

Other Lutheran congregations 801d their downtown locations 
and with the ample proceeds, erected churches within a few blocks 
of the First Church, But gradually, various races invaded the area, 
causing many of the leading members to move into guburban territory, 
These factors impelled the congregation to 8ell its property and 
relocates, 


FirE Bng]ish Luther ar 


o8 Angelegs:Dr, C.F.Heigsler, 
a g8cholarly and prayerful man, entered the field October 21, 1886, 


and within two months had a congregation organized, A lot at 8th 
and Flower Streets was bought, for $7,500 and a churchly edifice was = 


| 
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dedicated April 13, 1890, Forty years later, this 8ite was 801d for 
Y $125,000 and a beautiful mission type edifice was erected on the 
corner of West 6th and Shatto Place during the pagtorate of Dr, 


David R., Huber, Under leadership of the present pastor, Dr, Albert 


B, Schwertz, a commodious parsonage adjoining the ehurch was added 
and a Christian Day Sehool with eighty pupils and five teachers 


was put in operation in 1947, , Other pastors contributing in the 
development of this work were DT, J.W.Ball (1895-1900), Dr, Hede 
Weaver (1900-1915),. Dr. WeS.Dysinger (1915-1926) . 

gan Diego: San Diego ws 


£ 
&hIrd city in which Lutheran work 


was inaugurated, This isolated tom. had a population of 16, 159, but 


with completion of the Santa Fe Railway in 1885S, throngs poured into 


thriving San Diego, Dr, Heigler of Log Angeles took time to guide 


this group of loyal Lutherans, Under leadereship of Dr, C.W.,Maggart 


} (1892-a895S), the present church was erected, However, the boom 
4 guddenly collapsed, there were geveral years of dry weather, and 
these conditions reeulted in removal of large numbers from the city. 


The future of the San Diego church was inmperilled, 

Despite the depression, during the pastorate of Dr, J.EHoick 
(1898-1909) the indebtedness was liquidated and the spiritual work 
deve loped, Indelibly inscribed in the erchives of this congregat ion 
are also the names of Dr, GoH.Hillerman (1909-1916) . and Dm ', EP, 


Sehueler (1917-1921), Under the present pastor, Revs Eeh.Vosler * 
Perg8onage has been gecured and the houge and lot adjoining the church 
on the north have been purehased, In addition, congregations have 
bon footered in Suns et Cliffs and Pacifie Beach, 
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"s "17 gngligh Luthera zureh, Sacramentos Dr, W.S.Hoskingon 
(1889-1910) inaugurated work here, Services were held .in Pioneer 
1 CO 7 Hel; ——_ one Year, an organization was effected with twenty= 
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charter members; in two years a lot was bought on 16th Street 
between J and K on which a church was built, 


During the ministry of Rev, C.F.,Crouser (1929-2948), this 


property was 801d and the present edifice was built on 39th 


Street and Fourth Avenue, The present pastor, Rev, Paul H, Wolpert, 
gtarted a Sunday School in the northern g8ection of the eity, From 
this nucleus, St, Paul's Lutheran Chureh was organized in 1949, 
Oakland: On Sunday afternoon, November 2, 1890, a Reformation 
rally was held in California Hall on Clay Street near llth, As a 


regult of this enthusiastic meeting, the First English Lutheran 
Church came into being on December 7, 1890, with twenty-five 
charter members, 

April 19, 1896, a fine church edifice was dedicated at loth 
and Grove Streets. A pipe organ was installed during the pastarate 
of Rev, Wendell 5. Dysinger, The lot adjoining the church was Trans- 
formed into a beautiful flower garden and a building was erected 
for gocial events while Rev, M.O,Heller was pastor, 
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ATION OF THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD 
Five migs8ionary pastors, wiietgy scatiered in commmities far 


apart, felt the need of conference and mutual encouragement, 
Accordingly, on March 31, 1891, the Synod of California was 


organized, in the Firast Tutheran Church in Los Anreles. 


e First Decade ( 1891-190C 


P Pro 


Two established congregations, St, John's of Sacramento 
and Christ Church of Alameda, were received into the Synod and 
three new congregations were organized and added to the Synodical 
roll: San Jos8e;z St, Matthews, San Franciscoz Rivereide, 


San Joge; Rev, Victor Goa,Tressler (1892-1899) 8tarted , 
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Uis work, With boundless OI he rounded up members, often cov ering 


the outlying CERT FEGER ongbleyele, After four years of tabory, Grace 


To this field Dre, W.E.Crouger, now pasgtor emeritus, gave more than 
forty years of earnest effort, The pregent pastor is his gon, Revs. 


Clarence F, Crougers, 


8 ſatthews Lutherar 


an Franciseo: This was organized 


by Rev, Herman Gehreke, February 10, 1895, with twenty-eight charter 

members. REF 008 were held in a s8mall rented chureh on 11th Street 
Ne 

between Market nd Mission, Pregent 8ite on 16th and Dolores was 


purchased and a new church planned, but before this expectation 


could be realized, came the destructive earthquake and fire of April 18, 
1906, 


With two-thirds of the city in aghes, the church edifice and 
pagtor's home, its furnighings and library completely destroyed, Rev. 
Gehrcke displayed unwavering faith, ministering to the needy, the 
distressed and his g8cattered flock, His aggregsive energy was rewarded 
with the dedication of the pregent house of worship on March 28, 1909, 


He 8erved this congregation forty-two years, His guccegss0r is the Rev, 
Herman Lucass 

Rivergide:Prior to the coming of Rev, George H., Hillerman (1896-1904) , 
the field had been canvassed and gome preliminary work done, In this 
eity of 8,000, 8piritual reaults were 8low in yielding to the mogt 
earnest efforts , which were finally manifest when Trinity Lutheran 
Church was dedicated on December 8, 1901, 

During the pastorate of Rev. A.EDeitz (1904-1907), a manse was 
erected. In 1918, within <faepvite > of Dr, Had eNeaver (1915-1924), 


a parish house was pregented by Mr, J.B.Conrad as a memorial to his wife, 


The Second Decade (1901-1910) 
| An Era of Expansion 5 

This period witnessed addition of nine church edifices, a 100 
per cent increase in mmber of commmicants and total contributions), 
and eleven new congregations: Redlands (1901), Santa Barbara (1903) , 
Wartburg, Freeno (1903), Pagadena (1903), St, Andrew's, San 
Francisco (1904), St, Mark's, Los Angeles (1904), Long Beach (1907), 
San Bemardino (1907), Sanger (1907), Outstanding are the following: 

Trinity, Pagadena: Pasadena had a population of about 12,000 
when Reve PeWeoHe, Frederick (1903-1906) entered the field, Formal 
organization took place May 10, 1903, with twenty-three charter 
members. A lot on the corner of Los Robles and Walnut was bought for 
p3, 000, A year later, a chapel was erected which gerved the congregatl=- 
ion for twenty years, Then this property was 8014 for $30,000, The 
present impoging gtructure on Walnut and Catalina was dedicated in 
1928 during the pastorate of Reve WoHeoDerr (1912-1935), 

Ste, Mark's, Los Angeles:Rapid growth of Los Angeles and removal 
of people to the outeskirts motivated establighment of a congregation 
in the s8outhwestern 8ection of the city, Accordingly, on December 4, 
1904, St, Mark's was founded with fourteen charter members, Soon 
after, "St, Mark's Day" was obeerved by the First Lutheran Chureh 
and approximately $1,000 was raised to aid the daughter congregation, 
puring the ja 8torate of Dr, J.N,Ball, the first place of woreship was 
mov ed to the rear of the lot and the present edifice was erected, Dr, 
Ball's valuable as8sistance was also given in startiting work in 
Glendaleys Gardena, Santa Monica and Beverly Hillss 
Long Beachz When Dr, JoAMeZiegler visited it in 1906, Long Beach 
had a population of about 12,000, Recognizing its potentialities, 
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he made & careful canvass. Thirty-elght persons 8ignified their 


_ Teadiness to cooperate in establishment of a church, A lot was 


purchased on the corner of 8th and Linden, Under Rev, Dd Snyder 
(19U8=-1945), a chapel was erected which the congregation 800n out- 
grew. In 1928, the 8tately 8tructure with commodious auditorium and 
parish hall was dedicated, 

Less than 8six years after (March 10, 1933) the entire area 
eemtering about Long Beach was devastated by an earthquake, Buildings 
were knocked from their foundations and streets were clogged: with 
debris, Trinity Chureh was demolished, With heroic fortitude, Dr, 
Snyder and his loyal people rebuilt it s8tronger than before, 


The Third Decade (1911-1920) 
A Time of Trials and Triumphg 
This period was filled with unprecedented events, World War I 


was upsetting homes and business, Liberty Loans were continuous ly 
before the public, Young men were drafted into the Armed Forces and 
life at its best was heetic, And yet, notable progress was made in 


the church, Initial steps were taken for a Home for the Aged; the 
office of Synodical Superintendent of Missions was established; and 


four outstanding congregations were fostered by lay peoples, 

Glendale: Mrs, Mary A, Andergon, wanting a Lutheran church in 
Glendale, labored assiduously and zealously until the objective was 
realized July 7, 1912, with twenty-five members, Under leaderghip of - 
Rev. ReWeMotterm, a church was built on the corner of Maryland and 


Harvard, Under Rev, ToP.Beagom and Rev, Carl V, Tambert, the congre- 

gation became the largest in the Synod, 
Berkeley: On the evening of September 29, 1913, a company of 

congenial friends met in the home of Mr, Charles Lo. TrYabert to 


establish a Latherh church, A well located edifice was bought and for 
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a time, REV s Harvey Ms, Leech was PagtTor , Later, Dr, EoA.Trabert took 
charge, Potent influence was extended into the inmediate area among 
students of University of California, | 


Phoenix, Arizona;zDuring his business contacts, 
| member of the First Lutherah Church, Los Ange 


e Witt Vise, 


» had come across8 


many Lutherans in Phoenix, On his om inittative he Iinserted 


# 


| announcement in the/Phoenix newspaper gr” * 


| "All intepestied in the org aniSation-of a Lutheran, Grareh in 
| Phoenix,/pLlease meet on 5 day afternoon in the Ford Hotel." 


As a regult, a formal ergeltuation was effected on February 22, 


| J1914, with forty-two members ,Now,Grace Lutheran Chureh has a well 
| located property and a membership of over 0, In addition, it has 


tTogtered a daughter congregation in th& northern part of the city 


_— —— 
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| ad another church in Tucson, Arizoila, 
Firs% Lutheran Church, Fresno: In the fall of 1916, this 


adv rtisement appeared in a Fresno newspapersy 


"anyone interested in the organization of a Lutheran chureh 
in Fresno, please call, Phone=--=--," 


This announcement brought eighteen people to the home of lr, 
and irs, John Hjort, On April 7, 1O17, fifty-six charter member's 
formed the First English Lutheran Church of Freano, 

: Other _Congr exalions $2 In a64ition to the foregoing, St, Paul's, 
Los Angeles, Temple, San Francisco, end St, Paul's, Freeno, were 


added to the Synodical roll, 


- 


Decade el] 


A Cycle of Development 
Nine new congregations were organized during this period and 


: The Fo 30) 


twelve hougses of worship were erected, Establishment of the office of 
Synodical Missionary 8peeded expansion, Dr, Edward P., SehuLer aided 
in the early history of St, Luke's, Huntington Park, He canmvassed 
Alhambra and effected an organization there in 1923, then made a 
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jor . 
gurvey of Gardena and brought St, John's Lutheran Church into being. 
Visiting the Goodyear district in Los Angeles, he organized Bethany. 
Dr, Jesse W., Balls, Synodical iissionary for tour years,. was present 
at organization of Hollywood Lutheran Church, was organizer of St, 
Paul's, Santa Monica, in 1926, and Beverly Hills in 1930, From emall 
beginnings, these orgauizatiions have developed into vigorous 
congregations housed, in gtately and churchly edifices, 

The Fifth Decade (1931-1940) 

A Time of Testiing 

Following the finaneial collapse in 1929, the whole nation was 
precidfated into a depres8sion, With banks closed, business retrench- 
ment the order of the day and unemployment at its height, reaction 
upon the church was marked , Contributions toward benevolent obyg ectes 
dropped to the: lowest in years, Missionaries! galaries were reduced, 
Promotional work came to a halt, Only two new congregations were 
organized: St, Matthew!s, North Hollywood, and Holy Trinity, Ingle- 
wood, Yet, notwithstanding adverse conditions, both deve loped into 


gtrong organizationss 


The Sixth Dec =-1950) 
A Period of Unparalleled Progress 

Energing from a gpan of trial, this era has experienced unprece- 
dented advence. Four factors have contributed to this: (1) The 
phenomenal industrial, commercial and business development in 
Californiaz (2) The consequent advent of thousands of new people, 
coming West to man these enterprises; (3) The alert and effective 

DP .,J .P. Beagom 

activity of the Synadical Cn .\ and Executive Officers in 


meeting these opportunitiesz (4) = 1iberal a88istance rendered by 


- the Board of American Missions in furnishing funds for the erection 


of churches and parsonagess Following is .a list of congregations 
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received into the Synod since 1941: St, James, Richmondz St, Paul's, 
Sacramentoz St, Andrew's, San Mateoz Mt, Zion, Yrekaz Altadenaz 
Lutheran Mission, Burbank; Grace, Culver City; Lakewood, Long Beach; 
Faith, Long Beachz St, Paul's, Vallejoz Transfiguration, Los Ange les; 
Faith, Phoenix, Arizonaz Redeemer, EL Monte Trinity, Pomonaz Christ, 
San Diegoz St, Peter's, San Diego; Our Savior's, Tucsmm, Arizona; 
Salem, Whittierz Foothills, La Canadaz Reformation, Las Vegas) 
Westwood,s 
Nevadayz : /Westwood Villagez Good Shepherd, Reno, Nevadaz Trinity, 
Manhattan Beachyz Our Savior's, Alhkmbraz Epiphany, Ashland; St, 
Mark's, San Fepnandoz St. Paul's, Redding; Evangelical Lutheran, 
. Honolulug, HeToz LIhue Lutheran, Lihuey, HeTo 
Special eredit is due Rev, Paul J, Gerberding in the development 
of new congregations in Long Beach (1945), Whittier (1946), and 
Pomona (1947), Also to Rev, Franklin A, Swanson in instiluting work 
in Holy Trinity (1941), Transfiguration, Los Angeles (1947), and 
Fruitland (1948), 


In gurveying the achievements of the past, we find that the 
churches have increased from five to. 8ixty-onez the commmicant 
membership has grown from 600 to 13, 436; the value of chureh 
property from $17,000 to $3, 803, 306; and the annual contributions 
for all purposes from $70,289 to $665,908, 

Furthermore, forty-eight young men and wanen have gone forth 
into full time service: for ty=one as ministers of the gospel, four 


as migsionaries to Toreign fields and three as deacones8e8e 


Symodical \uxiliaries;- The most aggressive has been the Women's 
Mis8lonery Soclety 81nce 18392, Today socileties number geventy-8evensg 


membership 2060; total contributions for the ecauge of missions 


$217, 579,12, There has also been an active Men! &] Brotherhood and | 
Iuther League . | 
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(Of All Branches of the Lutheram Church in California) 


While the primary purpose of the church has been the 
8piritual welfare of the people, it has not been unmindful 
of their material needs, 

Homes for the Aged have been established in Alhembra, 
Oakland, Eagle Rock, Anaheim and Santa Monica, as well as a 
Hogpice for Young People in Los Angeles, 

Schools: Christian Day Schools have been in guccessful 
operation in a number of congregations, A Bible Institute in 
Los Angeles is preparing young people to become more effective 
workers in the church, A fully developed college in Oakland 
offers courses of study for preparation in business and pro- 
fessional life, Courses are offered for those who desire to 
become X Ray operators, dieticiangs and nurses, and a theological 
8eminary is projected for preparation of men for the ministry. 

E8pecially helpful have been the s8student centers in con- 
nection with every large educational institution in the state., 
In addition, a branch of the Lutheran Publication House has been 
established in Los Angeles as a distribution center for religious 
1iterature and .ecclesiastical wares, EP 

Hogspitals: The California Hospital, the Santa onica Hopital 
and the Pagadena Lutheran Hospital have ministewred to 30 , 000 


patients during the past year alone, The Tumor Clinie, the 


| Maternity Clinke and the Medical Clinke have cared for an equal 


number during the 8ame period, 


Social Service Agenci eg; Two: Welfare Councils, one in the 
Northern and the other in Southern California have a corps of | 


trained —— to aid nos aggist pagtors in ares, M 


12 
gocial and welfare problems and represent, the church in all 
commmity problems, They also visit g8ick and distressed In 
correctional institutions, The Miss8ouri Synod has two ministers 


who conduct divine g8ervices for the deaf and others who visit the 


8ick in hospitals and penal institutions, These organizations have 


been especially helpful in the re-8ettitlement of displaced pergons 


in this areas. 
The 5 1 Society: This gathers discarded furniture and 


apparel, reconditions ugeable articles which are 801d to needy 


people at low prices, In this process, employment is given to the 
handicapped and the proceeds of the Sales are given to Lutheran 
organizations, This gociety has been very effective in gathering , 
packing and s|hipping elothing and other articles to war victims 
in Europe and the Orient, 

Sumner Camps; The church has not been unnindful of its young 
People, Summer camps in the San Bernardino and Santa Cruz 
mountains have been established, Under tutelage of 8killful 
Leaders, the young are guided not only in a better knowledge of 


nature, but als of nature's God, 


% 
} 
PF 


— 
«= hg 
= pt bl 
wn 
- 
- 
" « ef yn T6 le £4 5 2 Fg CONE II, 35 Oy; l ISS >a? > 44 —_— by . , —__ , 
> V Fro oth OLA ICY (rg; wt SL ing EN 9% BE only 2 ton Rs Ie Ping ety 1 ety | N 
\ C P v + <. IE ESE. + ; ee 6 A it SH I As * uh - Pe SOL ETSY MY, You.” ad 4 4s ads CE LES 7 \ 45 hs! ST es - 'Y mys / Li's FUR 2 as TR ® »,þ 34 \1ali 4) fs ne) 4 
WT IR IVOTF a Ty ns A ES EE CL ae ng ES a a IE | 
. 
- ; * 
: = 
pw. £ 
4 
Sf ws . : 5 
- \ by 
+458 z, 
+36" s 
PISS) 
are , , 
OF a" i #4 
5 th Fa LEY | 
Woe © 
Wh ty 4 
- '®; 
1, <pFRge » 
+ by, , 
rag, NY - 
3,» ” C 4 
þ . 
y > K, 
dy 


- 


Property 


LUTHERAY STATISTICS FOR CALIFORNIA 
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E-DANISH EVANGELTI n+p 3 LUTHERAN CHURCH ak 


” 


E UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH MIENAGNSGERNT., | 
_ : ; i | | | D . * M, Bach 


e names Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church are the names of two sister 
SE OED _ 8ynods most of whose members are of Danish extraction, 

The thinking and practice of the former have developed 
under the influence of the followers of the great Danish Bisho 
Grundtvig, whereas those of the latter have been influenced by 
3 © _ Pastor Wilhelm Beck and greatly also by the pietists of North 
Germany and the Danish Bishop Hans Adolf Brorson. 

: We are not of those who look upon organic disunity as being 
necessarily evil. Nor do we take the stand that he that does 

; not follow us is necessarily against us, It is a check on too 
narrow a legalism to have a broader viewpoint presented; and on 


the other hand, it is a check on too liberal a way of thinking 


IN - to know that there are those who find peace and satisfaction in 


walking in what -s8eems to them the only possible way of life, 


OO — 


— Perhaps the time is not far distant when those who fear the 


__ EN Lord will speak often one to another; and the Lord will hearken,-- 


and hear it, and a book of remembrance will be written before 


= . a. = 


0 him for them that fear the Lord, and that think upon His name, 
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THE DANISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The first Danish Lutheran congregations in California 
are those belonging to the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


namesly, St, Angar's Lutheran Church at Salinas and Den danske 


Evangeliske Lutherske Kirke at Watsonville, These were organized F 
in the year 1880, For the sake of clarity it must, be Stated - : 
here that at that time the 8plit had not occurred which resulted ; 
in the nine of some of the churches with the so called Blair 
Synod to form the United (Danish) Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 
The union was effected in 1896, ; 
According to the year book for 1948, the strength in 
numbers of the congregations was as follows: 
Church | Baptized members. Year Organized 
Salinas 315 1880 
Watsonville 52 1880 
Fresno (Faston ) 92 1905 
Los Angeles l.28 1906 
Parlier | 6 SS: 
Solvang 609 1911 
Pasadena 60 1924 
San Diego LO 1933 | 
The pride and joy of the Danish Evangelical Lutheran | 
Church on the West Coast is undoubtedly the colony at Solvang. | ; | 
"Solvang" means "Sunnyfield" and reflects the hope of the Danish | 


Lutherans to make a home for themselves and church where they 
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could glorify God in s0ng and play as well as education and . 
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worship, and perpetuate a part of that which they had brought with 


nr Them fron their native land, 
In this place, about a hundred miles up the coast from 
Dt Los Angeles, was built a Grundtvigian Folk High School on the 
: model of those found in Denmark, The name given to the school 
- was "Atterdag”, a reminder of the famous Danish King Valdemar 
Te who during the l4th century rebuilt the fortunes of the country, 
| and whose slogan was: Woo there will be a new day", words 
that express a hope that will not be put down, 
3 Here also grew up a colony of "Danes", so that for a time 
the city of Solvang was made up for the Sour part of Danish 
=, immigrants and their children, who zealously guarded their 
language and culture, while they at the game time endeavored to 
fit themselves into the American community. 
Here was built a church that with its beautiful Danish 
: , architecture made its contribution to the beauty of TSunnyfield" 
EE En Among thoss who had part in this undertaking Should be 
RR __ mentioned Pastor B., Nordentoft, who had been teacher at Grand 
GOP View College in Des Moines, Iowa, for eleven years and now became 
| | the president of Atterdag College; Fastor J, M, Gregersen, for- 


EA, Ag merly teacher at Elk Horn College in Towa; and Professor Hornsy1d 
 FgE ' — for 80ome twenty years teacher in Tyler, Minnesota, and Also in _ 
4 Des Moines, Iowa, * 
Cr OE : - 
+ Contributing in no small measure to the 8uccess of the 
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Solvang project was Mr, Mads J, Frese, who took charge of the 
8ale of land in the colony. This o1d pioneer farmer had formerly 
been instrumental in paving the way for the church in Watsonville 
where he had often driven his team of fast horses for the first 


pastros that took up the church work there and at Salinas. 


THE UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN CALIFORNIA, 


As has already been indicated, the earlier churches now 
belonging to the United Evangelical Lutheran Church were, up to 
the time of the separation, to be counted as belonging to the 
Danish tvangelical ILutheran Church. 

The United Evangelical Iutheran Church does not, as the 
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church have a separate district 
for California, but takes in as part of its Pacific District 
churches also in the northern states. Therefore the churches 
mentioned here, it should be noted, are only a part of the 
Pacific District of this synod, ; 

Among pioneer pastors in the Pacific states the following 
names are outstanding: Niels Hansen, J.?,Naarup, P. Rasmussen, 
A. H, Jensen-Gyde, S, Johnson and F.L.C, Hansen, 

Mr. Niels Hansen came to California for his health in 1888 _ : 


while a 8student of theology, and remained for a time at Hollister 


'F* ALS # Oe & ; . 4, 
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with a Danish family of the name of Nielsen, Having heard that 


there were many Danish people near Watsonville, he preached and 


CC oomoommonmmamoage | v7 IA EEE er ll 7 5s 
EE, LD | 
2 held gervices here in a rented church, A start was made in | 
ED RE organizing a church, but the plan was dropped when Mr, Hansen 
went to Easton, Fresno County, where he remained and organized 
- the Immanuel congregation. This congregation was the first 
church in California of the (later United Evangelical Lutheran 
: x Church). Therefore, when this church on December 2, 1948, held 
E its 8ixtieth anniversary, it could hold this together with that 
of the district. | 
: Meanwhile, Pastor H., Hansen, formerly of the Danish Evan- 
| | — ______ gelical Lutheran Church, had visited Oakland in 1888 and urged 
| the then Blair Synod to send Mr, J.,?.Naarup to Watsonville to 
| iy work there. Mr. Narrup was ordained by Pastor Hansen, He orran- 


- =_ 


ized a Danish church here which later joined the Danish Evangelical 


* 


i Lutheran Church. 


Pastor N, Hansen labored for three and a half years among 


; the Danes in Ferndale in the northern part of the state, although 
: "eng no church was organized there until 1899 by Pastor A.H.Jensen-Gyde, 
' who was at the time a member of the Norwegian Synod and pastor 
———e—e——_——__ ſt... ; but he accepted a call to Ferndale and joined the 
2 DT, _ Vnited Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


- 


TI | In 1905, at the annual convention of the United Evangelical 


Lutheran Church, a new 8ystem was established, which provided 
| that the mission work within the districts should be left to 
by hem with the correapending duties and responsibilities, From 
: Es hat time on, therefore, the District conferences were attended | 
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by delegates by whom the mission work was controlled in open 


Session, where only the pastors of the District and the proper 


delegates of the congregations had a vote, Under the new 
rezulation the Pacific District took over the management of the 
mission work within its borders, with the exception that in 
1908 Pastor L., Johnson was sent to Los Angeles by the s8synod, 
and he organized a congregation there, 7 

The Immanuel Lutheran Church of Easton became a sort of 
mother church to others in the San Joaquin Valley, The first of 
these was Pella Lutheran Church, Selma, which was organized in 
1902, Later on church work among the many people of Danish ” 
descent living in the Valley, resulted in the formation of con- 
gregations at Del Rey (Pella Lutheran Church), in 1904; Reedley 
(Ebenezer L.C,) in 1904; Fresno (Bethel L.C,), in 1914; and 
Caruthers (Our Savior!s I.C.,), in 1923; For some years services 
were held also at Winton, where a congregation was organized by 
a small group that was served by a visiting pastor, but the 


numbers were 8small and the work has not flourished., 


In the Bay area, rezular misS1on work was begun by the 


United Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1903, when the synod gent : 
Pastor P.L,C,Hansen to the city as a mission pastor, In a short 2 

6 
time a 8mall congregation was organized under the name of I 


"Ansgar Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church", In this region the 
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history of the people of Danish descent goes back to the gold 
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£ church members in other parts of the state, the historic St. 
Ansgar Church was built, significantly on Church Street in San 
Francisco, People of Danish descent in the city contributed 

about 310, 000 to this cause, After the great fire of 1906, the 
church building, ready to be dedicated, served to provide hospital 
facilities during the trying days of the year, The dedication 
took place on December 2, 1906, From this place a seamen's 
mission was carried on among Danish |sailors coming to the Dan 
Francisco port, 

Church work was begun in Oakland by the Norwegian Synod, 
which later consented to a withdrawal of the people of Danish 
descent owing to the difference in language, the new group then 
joining the United Evangelical Iutheran Church in 1907. Through 
help from the church extension fund of the Norwegian Synod 


church property was procured and later on a church built, With 


the help of a business man, Mr, Hagstrom, who offered to contrib- 
ute two thirds of the amount, provided the congregation would 
raise the other third, a new church building was dedicated 


without any encumbrances, in 1930, 


; From Oakland church extension was carried on in San Leandro 


” and Hayward, later on in Castro Valley, at which place a new 
_ congregation is being established. = 
Ts Before leaving the Bay area we $should also mention the Elim 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church at Petaluma, which was organized in 


1925, The pioneer work: was carried on for a time by a miss1ion 
pastor residing at Livermore, Pastor P.U,Jensen, and later on by | 2 
Pastor H,C,Vedsted, a pastor from Denmark who at the time was 
taking post-graduate work at the University of California, Berkeleyy 
A call was extended to Pastor M.Th.Jensen of Selma, who took up 
his residence in Petaluma in 192, The first services were held 
in a German church and at the pastor's home, until in 1930 a 
church building could be dedicated, 

In the extreme north, Pastor A.,H,Jensen-Gyde of Eureka took. 
over the work of guiding a newly formed congregation at Fern- 
dale through the first few years after its organization in 1899, 
After the congregation had secured a permanent pastor, the people 
in this largely Danish settlement set to wrk to build a church, 
which was dedicated the same Tous; While it may be said that no 
zigantic strides have keen made by Uur Savior's Lutheran church in 
Ferndale, nevertheless it is true that pastors and congregation 
have labored quietly to the honor of God and for the gathering 
in of souls, 


Going from this place 8outh to Los Angeles, we find that the 
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first church of the synod in this district was the Bethel Church, 


TT, 
44 


which was organized in 1909, A&s daughters of this church can be 


named the church in Lynwood, St, Faul's, and the Valley church . 


in North Hollywood, both organized within recent, years. The 
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t Sunday School of any of the churches in the district, 


- mY 


The fourth church in this area is Bethany Church of Pasadena, 


= Besides the regular congregational work, the Pacific | 
Ef District also has an o1d people's home in Selma. 
& FS In recent years, the synod has also begun a mission 
BE - work among, the people of Japanese descent living in Cali- 
=. | fornia, mainly among people in the San Joaquin Valley, The 
local churches are taking increasing interest in this work 
: | _ which has as its aim to bring these people into their fold. 
| | © Missionary Pastor D.,G.M.Bach has been placed by the synod in ; 
So es EN | this work. Churches of the VU.E.L.C. Pacific District, in 
244 © the State of California, may be tabulated as follows; h 
h NY | _ Place Year rbinited. (including children ) Baptized 
| Noor, Cr Eo ee, ) membership 
En Easton 1888 | 363 Han | 
og ___ Ferndale 1899 14.6 
= mk 192 - 
San Pranciseo 1903 146 | 
03 
89 E 
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| 320 Z 
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Place Year Organized including children) Baptized 
| membership 


| | Caruthers 1923 11h 


Petaluma 1925 145 E- 
Pasadena 1940 118 - ff 


Hayward 1940 35 | 


3an Leandro 1914.4 155 
(now Castro Valley) 


& .* 
we 7 


Lynwood 191,5 - I 
North Hollywood 1947 
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THE FINNISH IMMIGRANT AND HIS CHURCH 
O. Konone 1 
& atudy ard a delving into the activities of the Finnish 


| #2 SR wi 
s not an inspiring tagk nor is it very condusive to pride, 


people 
Throughout the past century the Finnish immigrant and his degcen=- 


gant has avoided Christian institutions as he would a plague. It 
may safely be atated that 4% of them belong to any Christian church, 
Their moral and Spiritual condition, egpecially dur ing the later 
half of' the past century, has been 82d indeed, The 8aLloon was their 
meeting place and there they spent their time, The immigrant ar- 
riving from Finland was first taken there, In his book, "The Finns 
in America", published in 1899, Akseli Jarnefelt-Rauhanheimo pie- 
tures the immigrant thus: "In the beginning the Finns generally 
made themselves known by their great drunkedness, A coarse life 
was lived in the s8aloon, there their earnings were gspent, and there 
they carouged," Fighting and knifi ng was common, 

This deplorable state of morality among the Finns may be 
attributed to two reagons, First, the immigrant emigrated from a 
comparatively poor environment to a portion of our country where 
he expected to find immediate riches and that abundantly, The 
magjority of the firet Finnieh immigrants were not from the best 
class of people in his country and, there being none of the better 
pursuits available, he g00n deteriorated to the position desc: ibed, 
Furthermore, the Lutheran State Church of Finland, to which every 
innigrant once belonged, did not in-the—teazt in any official | 
manner whatsoever attempt to provide for the 8piritual needs of 


her sons and daughters by sending out pastors and workers to keep 


the fire of Christ burning in their hearts. The great apostesy of 


<5 #3 DICE On ER A uk "4 > « 2nd _ 1 _ "I | p . 2 AY a. .alk 1 
a ' aq T4 BY; \ Sai, \ £5 SS > , * >, by jo nn = - . % 
PI es $a = Ewen OT RIOT Weg FIPray hs IN 46 | 


Fee Bb 


the American Finn today is directly and entirely the ace fault of 
the near-s8ighted,callous indifference of the State Church of Finland, 
The onus of the regponsibility rests heavily on its shoulders, Not 

5 only did it neglect its children but in later years when s8piritual 
leaders arose from its own midst, it looked agkance at them, The 
early pastors of the Finnish people came from Finland as repregenta- 
tives of the Seaman's Mission or then of their own volition, but the 
State Church sponsored no one, This has been the attitude of That 
church to this day; holding itself in superior aloofness belittling 
the Christian activities and institutions of the American Finn, 

The fat sinful life of the times did not, however, 8atis- 
fy the heart of every immigrant, The Gold Rush Days, with its wild, 
exciting, lawless tempo, marked the beginning of Finnish migration 
to California, They came here to get rich quick. They 800n dis- 
covered with so many others, that this was not as eagy as at first 
expected and after wandering from one "find" to another, they 8ettled 
permanently in towns offering security. The majority of tne Finnish 
gettlement is to be found in the Bay Area of San Francisco and Oak=- 
l2nd., Others settled in Mendocino County, Eureka, Rocklin, Reedly 
and tne Los Angeles area where the majority of them and their deg- 
cendants are to be found today, In the above mentioned communities 
tiey also founded tneir churches, affiliating either with the Finn- 
18h Lathered/ of Anerica, oterwiee knows as the Suomi Synod, or then 
with the Apostolic Lutheran Church of America, The later group 
divides 7 HR into numerous different branches of which con- 
stituents may be found among the Finns of California. The Free 


Church and Pentecostal movement has made very 8mall inroads into 


the Finnish segment of the population, 
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For the 8ake of comparison, below is found a population 
| table 8howing the approximate increase of the Finnish element in 


California dur ing the past century: 


1870 500 
1885 15500 
1898 7000 
1920 13000 
1926 15000 
1950 253000 or more 


For practical purposes we 8hall divide this brief resume 
into two parts: the first covering the Finnish Lutheran Church of 
America or Suomi Synod affiliates, and the other the Apostolic 


Lutheran Church, pregenting the facts as concisely as is possible, 
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The principle center of the Finnish population being in 


RE gan Francisco-Oakland Bay area Art the fact that it 
; is the center oi church activity. Finnish Iuvutheran congregations 
to be found in the Bay area today are; The First Finnish ILutheran Church 
| of San Francisco and the Holy Trinity Lutheran of Berkeley, 


—_ — San Francisco 
The work of the Lutheran Chruch among the Finnish people 
in San Francisco begins with the arrival in 1887 of Pastor H, Turunen 
who had been ordained by the Hague Synod. He is the pioneer of the 


Finnish work in California. The pastors who were his immediate 8uc- 
ceggcors, be ing pastors of the State Church of Finland, have attempted 
to minimize the work of Tur men and have looked askance at the man 
 who- in reality gowed the first geed of the Kingdom in Cal ifornia, 
Pastor Turunen was not ordai ned in Finland and tnis re8ulted in 
hat his person and work Wa regarded as insignificant by those 
who belonged to ouch Fextraord mary" inet itut ionf as the State Church, 
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In the year 1887, upon ascertaining the condition of his 
people and the visiting geamen, Pastor Turunen wrote the Seaman's 
Mission in Finland, there being no central-organization as the Suomi 
Synod in WR. yet, reporting on the 8piritual needs of the people, 
request ing cooperation and material agsistance, As a regult of this 
communication the Mission delegated the founder of the Suomi Synod, 

Dr. J. K. Nikander of Haneock, Michigan, to conduct an investigation 
of San Francisco, Of his visit Dr, Nikander wrote: "I realize the 
hardships which confront tne church in San Fr anci800, /the dis8emi- 
nation of the gospel and the spiritual welfare of our people must 
be taken care of," Enthusiasm among the Finns was high and they 
guaranteed $50,00 per month towards the s8upport of a pastor if one 
were s8ent by the Miesion, To be noted as a peculiar facet is that 
the people behind this request and guarantee were all men who 
operated "boarding honges®* and galoons who were driven to this 
request, not by the "love that constraineth* but by the reputation 
of moral laxity which the Finns had earned for themsgelves among the 
people, But God works in mysterious ways, and,on the other hand, 
1t may be that that curse of seeking external things is the curse 
that lays heavily upon the Finnish Church of California even today, 
Pagtor Turunen drops out of the orbit and the Mission 8ends out 
Pastor Tarkkanen from Finland, PER, | TI TE, 2 rp RY 

Before closing the chapter on Rev, Turunen we would wisb 
to 8state that he visited the Finnish communities of California and 
there preached and administered the 8acraments, 


Pastor Matti Tarkkanen arrived in San Francisco on the 


3518t of May 1890, Wile Pagtor Turunen is the pioneer, Dr, Tarkkqnen 
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is the Spiritual father of the work of Chr ist emmy in California 


among the Finns, His straightforward, pious and devout personality 
radiated Christ even in his later years when writer met him for 
the last time in Helsinkiiin 1937, In reminiscing over coffee one 

afternoon Dr, Tarkkanen stated that the bitterest moments of defeat 


had | | 
during his life's span kevre been in California, but again the ameet- | 


| ad 
est moments of spiritual bliss in the kingdom of God have also been 
in California and especially in San Francisco. 


— 


Upon seeing the caliber of the man sent from Finland, a 


. 
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man who preached ein US grace as boundless, the proprietors of the 
z8aloons and houses of prog8titution immediately withdrew their s8upport, 
But of this Dr, Tarkkqnen reminisces: "Did the pastor have to return 
where he came from? Of a certain, no! In San Francisco of the seed 


of the living Word of God was born a congregation, against wich the 


gates Shall not prevail. VWorthLless wells give no water, Sin and 
8ginful joy do not satisfy the goul, The church was almost always 

full, %"The 8pirit of God 'blew!", "Participants in Holy Communion 

were few; tno during the first year, if I remember correctly. But 


later -= many.* A spiritual revival took place in 1891-1892 of 


which Tarkkqnen 8ays: "Full of deep thankfulness to God and driven 
\ to the dust I remember thoge days," "My heart has been left in San 


Francigco," The report to the Mission written by Pagtor Renvall 
8gtates: "His work was the work of a man clearing the forest for 
planting in a deep wilderness, In July 1893 when he left for his 
homeland the field had been cleared and 8ecded.," 


Dr . Tarkkanen, being the only Finnish pastor on the West 
Coant visited all the Finns from As8toria to San Diego. His work 


day was full but fruitful, May God grant us men 8uch as Dr. Tar- 
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During the pastorate of Dr, Tarkkanen the foundation for 
the pregent congregation was laid and cemented, On the 29th of June 
1290 The San Francisco Evangelistic Church was organized with its 
officers as follows: Chairman, Frank Ahlgren; secretary, Rev, Tark- 
kanen; treasurer, Charles Ahlgren; financial secretary, Igaac Pyykko, 
Pastor& Tarkkanen was delegated to formulate a constitution, It 
must be borne in mind that tnis was not the forming ofa congregation 
but laid the foundation for the game as the 8th article of the con- 
8titution reads: "If the funds accumulated 8hall be more than that 
promised for the Seaman's Mission, they are to be 8et aside for the 
organization of an Evangelical Lutheran Congregation in San Fran- 
cisco and for its church treagury.* Thus the foundations were Ilaid 
for the pregent congregation, In the year 1891 Henry Abrahamson 
was elected chairman and he held this position until 1937 with the 
excention of one year when J, F, Widlund held that office. The 
present faithful pastor M., E, Merijarvi writes: "Wr, Abrahamson 
held the office faithfully for 45 years, which is an exceptional 
record, and his many years of service are remembered with gratitude 
by the Finnish people," 

In the year 1899 the congregation became known as "The 
Firs8t Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church® and on January wes 30tm, 
1916, it was oificially affiliated witn the Suomi Synod, 

Upon the incorporation of the congregation as the First 
Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church, a lot was purchaged on the corner 
of Es8ex and Harrison Streets and hopes of erecting an edifioe were 
high, Jn 190Zz the matter of construction was cons idered but post- 


poned, Several lears later the matter was again pregented, approved 


and construction gtarted, The corner s8stone was laid on Advent Sunday 


1905 and construction compktted by April of the following year, 


"The 8erviees of dedication was get for April 1906 but the now famous 
earthquake of April the 18th left the new edifice a mags of 8moulder- 
ing ruins, But undaunted as was the ret of Sen Francisco, the Finns 
erected a temporary building on the ruins, Thirty years la ter, upon 
the State of California acquiring the Fite for the erection of the 
Bay Bridge, a new site located at SO'Belcher Street was purchased 
and undeye the efficient leadership of Pagtor E. M. Merigarvi, a new 
and modern @Qhureh edifice was erected, The Services of dedication 
were held on the 15th of November, 1936, 
Here may be mentioned other 8alient facts. The Sunday 
School was organized in 1893 and the Luther League in 1894, The 
Ladies Aid has been in operation almost constantly throughout the 
duration of the congregation, The other organizations functioning 


within the congregation have had their origin during the pastorate 


] of BH. GC. Merijarvi,whose congenial consecrated pergonality has pro- 
| vided the leadership that has moulded this congregation through try- 
: F tunls 1 


ing afflictions into Re {05 SHORES ICT 08 in California, 


The following pastors have gserved in its ministry: 


MK. Tarkkmen 1890 - 1893 
R, Hernberg 1893 - 1897 
A, Renwall 1897 - 1906 

: T. R. Ahlman 1906 — 1914 
A, V. Halla 1914 - 1916 
S. Ilmonen 1916 - 1917 
0, E., Maki 1917 - 1922 
Jd. E. Jaubhiainen 1923 - 1925 
H. Matero 19z6 = 1929 
A, Halmio 1930 - 1931 
M. E, Merijarvi 19238 - 


Dur ing the majority of the time shown above the pastor of 
& 8 the San Francisco congregation was the pastor of allot California, 
f R A there being no other Finnish pagstors residing in the 8tate, He 


- 


Visited regularly all the Finnish gettlements in Mendocino County, | 


Humbolt County, Los Angeles, Rocklin, Reedly, etc. Fhe-nork-of-rhe 


. 


Hut] r ES — = BERKELEY 

Following the influx of Finnish people to the Eagt Bay 
after the San Francisco fire, the congregation was founded Augugst 
9, 1911, and was incorporated January 15, 1912, Many of the charter 
members are 8still living and active in the church, The first board 
of trustees consisted of A, HIll, M. A. Tiura, Miss NM, Peltonen, L.' 
Tahtinen, S, Koivumaa, John Seppinen and Niss NM, Junnikkala, 

Before the building of the church, the meetings of the 
congregation were held in the upstairs of a store building owned 
by Jd, Widlund, an old West Berkeley merchant, 

The present church strueture was erected in 191% and 
dedicated on June #4, 191%, The building is in the convent nal 
California Miss8ion 8style of architecture, It has an auditorium, 

a 80clal hall. and various other rooms, 

During the 39 years of the church's history it has been 
8erved by Various pastors, The first pastor was Rev. L. Ahlman, 
1911-1914; Rev, A, V., Halla, 1914-1917; Rev, O, Maki, 1917-1919; 
Rev, Y., E. Jauhianinen, 1919-1926; Rev, H, Matero, 1926-1929; Rev, 
Jakob Wantta, 1929-1934; Rev, BM, E, Merijarvi, 1934-1936; Rev, Rays 
mond Wargelin, 1936-1943; Rev, E, Leppaluoto, 1943-1946; Rev. ©. 
Kononen, 1946-1950, 


At pregent the church sponsors divine gervices in two 


languages, English and Finnish., The Finnish language is 8till 
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- usged because 80 many of the members of the church are natives of 


Finland, who etill wish to worship in that Ianguage, 


Due to internal estrife and constant bickering among its 
nenbers, this congregation has failed to grow as a living ehurenh 
should, When pergonal aggrandizment and pride are gubstituted in 
place of geeking the glory of God, stagnation and eventually death 
will follow. At pregent the congregation is without a pastor. 


E————— LOS ANGELES 


This congregation was founded at & meeting held in the 


Emmanuel Pregbyterian Church, =-£0 So, Hill Street, on the Zrd of May 


- 


: 
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1917.,Pagtor David Elm, presently of Chassel, Michigan, acted as 


chairman, At the game meeting the congregation Joined the Suomi 


Synod. 
W4 rc 
The charter members of the congregation eae; Karl and He- 
3 len Willenius, Abraham and Margaret Paulson, John and Hilma Lehto, 
: and daughter Mary, Helen Wartikainen, Valpuri Wulari, Anna Puusti- 
| nen, Josefiina Rytkinen, Julia Karvonen, John Neva, Mr, and Mrs, 
' Kathlin and their 8ons Herman and Walter, 


Pastors from San Francisco conducted services of Divine 


Wworship once a month, 


l 


During a period of years the congregation geems to have 
been virtually non=existent . On the ZOth of Auguest, 1921, a meet. 
ing was held reorganizing the aberaaaiien and calling Pagstor V, 
| Ranta of Reedly to administer the Word and Sacraments. Pastor Ranta _ 


conducted servtes once a month in Los Angeles and algo in San Pedro, 


In Los Angeles the congregation norshipped in the First Lutheran 
Church, 800 South Flower Street. 


Upon Pagtor Ranta accepting the call of the Brainerd, 
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woe Vinnesota, congregation the church in a meeting held July 20th, 
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1924, extended a call to Pastor A. Setala who arrived after obtains 
ing a year's leave of absence from his Wakefield, Michigan, congre- 
gation, | 

After a year's stay, Pastor Setala returned to Michigan 
and the congregation called Pagstor V, WNantta but before a year was 
over, he had returned to San Francisto to take charge of the Sear 
man's Mission there, 

Pastor Ilmonen then followed and 8erved the congregation 
to the year 193%, in a meeting held November Z0, 1932, Pagstor Meri-s 
Jarvi of San Francisco was invited to conduct services once &a month, 
Dur ing Pagstor Merijarvi's ministry, which lagted about eight years, 

a building was purchased at 4003 W. Adams Blvd, and has been renovat- 
ed to serve as a house of worship. 

Upon receiving assurances of aid from the Home Miggion Board 
of the Suomi Synod, the congregation extended a call to Rey, Eino 
Tuori who served for two years, He was followed by Rev, C, Heikkinen 
who gerved for three years to Auguet, 1946, at which time the con=- 
gregation called the present pastor,M., N., Joensuu, 

Organizations functioning within the congregation at pregent 
are; Ladies Aid, Lutheran Daughters, Men's Brotherhood, Sunday School], 
and Choir, The pastor al80 Visits two ministers in Reedly once &a 


month, 


"FS }— _— — FORT BRAGG 
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This congregation is the oldest of all the Suomi Synod 
congregations in California, It celebrated its 6Oth jubilee on the 


218t of July, 1949, This congregation was founded on the 17th day 


of July, 1<89, and received the Articles of Incorporation four days 


later, In 1289 plans for the church auditorium were accepted and 
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CEN _ eonstruetion on the church eompleted in 1890, The constitution 
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aram up by J. d, Hofkka was accepted on the 28th of July of the 


game year, The first pastor was Heikki Turunen, the pioneer of the 


mork in San Francisco, visiting in Fort Bragg once a month, and 


later Pagtors Tarkkanen, Hedberg, Renvall, and Ahlman cared for the 
Spiritual welfare of that emall groups, 

The Sunday School began its long term of gervice on the 
27th of Nay, 1897, The Ladies Aid mas organized in 1894, and the 
Ladies MKission Cirele was organized in 1940, 

The first full time pastor that gave all of his efforts 
to the welfare of the congregation was Pastor Matti Pegonen, He 


arrived in 1908 and during that year the pargonage was built, The 


following pazstors have served in its ministry: O, Kaarto, N, Kor- 


honen, S., Ilmonen, W, YIonen, A, Korhonen, and E, Leppaluoto. 
At pregent the congregation has eleborate plans for the 


renovation of their House of Worsbip., DJ 


| 
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p — OTHER SUOMI SYNOD CONGREGAT IONS 
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The Suomi Synod has other s8mall congregations at Eureka 
gerved by the Fort Bragg pastor, and Penn Grove and Rocklin served 
by Pagtor Merijarvi. The number of communicents in these localities 


is very 2mall and with the passing of the pioneer Finn, the church 


will also pass away, 


There is also to be found a congregation at Reedly which 


is over 40 years old. At tif present, Pastor Joenguu of kae Log 


Angeles ministers there once a month, In a recent meeting the 


congregation decided to extend a call to ame pasxtor, In early 


years Reedly had its own resident pastor but due to difficult ibs 


in later years has had to relyſapon the as8istance of the pastors 
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in the larger congregations, 


THE APOSTOLIC LUTHERANS 


Definite historical facts in. this group of Finnish churehb 
people is hard to acquire for they have no organized central govern- 
ment, However, it may be 8afely 8aid that they too have for many” 
years in their own way contributed to the religious life of the 
Finnish population in California, They are mostly dependent upon 
itinerant lay preachers for their ministry, This portion divides 
itself into four or five extremely antagonistic and intolerant 
groups, They have two c:turch edifices in California and both are 
in Berkeley. In the other- localities where they are found they 
gather for their meetings in homes, At present they have only one 
| ordained pastor, the Rev, R, Kallko, who ministers to one faction 
of the group on the west coast, 


/ STATISTICS AS OF 1949 


Male Female Children Total 
Berkeley 45 68 69 182 
| Eureke. 5 | 6 _ 9 
Fort Bragg 28 41 19 88 
Los Angeles 28 66 16 L110 
Reedly 27 21 12 60 
Rocklin 4 7 5 16 
San Franciszco 47 103 30 __— 


Creua Tota\ 


645 
This is a brief sketch of Finnishb Lutheranism in Cali- 


fornis, Slomly but gurely the church is losing its nationalistic 


8tamp and becoming a community church, Kay-the-Eternal richty +Þless— 
<4he-workin—future—years;— 
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In the heart of Kansas within a radius of approximately thirty miles 


there are three a8mall,struggling ,church=related colleges, Each one of these ingti- 
tutions is operated by & EEKKEKX different group or branch of that religious 


body known as the Mennonites, To & superficial observer it would 8eem that one 


Mennonite college could serve all Mennonites and meet all necds for education 
AA college Ievel conducted in a Christian atmosphere, It would 8seem that a 

college could become a far stronger institution than any one of the three,stronger 

in terms of endownent,stronger in terms of a faculty,not to mention the elinnation 


of the expensive duplication of plant and equipment, But the 8schism that divides 


Sx \ 
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E these Mennonite groups runs deep and there is no indication of union now, These 
- three little colleges symbolize the fact that the Mennonites are a divided body, 
Who are the Mennonites 7? Where do they 
come from? Why are there 8uch cleavages and divisions? 
The 8tory of the Mennonites begins with the "eformation, Many contemp=- 
oraries of lartin Luther were of the opinion that Luther RENEE established ano- > 
ther state church, The Lutheran church Kon beates. 4 was more liberal in both wor- 
8hip and dootrins ;but 43% 8tLll fPetained that central feathre of the old church, 
: | the union of church and st&te, There were quite s few religious leaders of the 
| time who inshsted that the church should be & voluntary organization entirely in- 
| - dependent of and completely separated from the state,s church without a religious 
* hierarohy of any 8ort,a ohuroh whose adherents based 'their faith and practice upon | 
3 ED jz | : the New | ©5tament,, Thoss reformers of the Reformation were known as the Anabaptists, 
7 TW 2 "for not ; only did they advocate complete separation of ehurch and state,but they 
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Page 2, 


This radical departure from the nocopted religious practices a—te—tx not with 
bitter opposition and both church and state Were determined to sTamp out the mOoVe= 
ment, Unable to stop the rapidly apreading faith by lew,more drastic measutes were 
ug8ed=- persecution, Lpriocrt ,and "5 Y The Anabaptists "hed to pay the extreme 
price for their feith, They were Left to rot in prison, broken on vhs rack, thrown into 
rivers and lakes, burned at the staks , beheaded, and buried alive,To all this terrible 
butchery the organized church whether Catholic ,Lutheran,or Calvinistic gave its full 


EEKKNKEX = agsent and agsistance", (Smith,C,Henry, THE STORY OF THE MENNONITES «) But 


—_— —___—— 
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"+he blood of the martyrs is the 8eed of the church", In spite of persecution the burn=- 


ing zeal of its leaders 8s00n carried the movement into other lands, 


The state too took part in this pers-cution, One of the fundemental 
doctrines of the Angbaptists was that of non-resistance, "Love your enemies" and XxX 
"resist not evil" $82 lew Testament injunctions as binding as any other and must be 
teken literally end For this belief the Anabaptists were willing to give their lives, 
Kefusal to bear arms brought these people into conflict with governazntal authorites 


and was one of the 8erious charges against them, 


Although the Anagbaptists may be regarded as the origin of the Menno- 


nite church ,llennonites themselves regard Memo Simons as the founder of the body, Menno, 


though of peasant origin,became & priest at his native villege, Witmarsum in Frisig, 


Early in his career he had access to the writings of Luther, Iater he was influenced 
by AKK Anabaptists, He was 800n as8ailed by doubts about his own feith and the _——_— 
of the Catholic church, Moved by an attack upon 8ome three hundred Anabaptists ,most of 
whom, including his own brother ,were put to death,lenno in the year 1536 renounced the 
Catholic church and deliberately cast his lot with the angbeptists ,S0 influential did 
he become that in time the name MENNIST, the? MENNONITE came to be applied to the move- 


ment, 


- 


But persevution did not end and Mennonites began to migrate to those 


areas in which there was promise of religious freedom, Many came to Amerios,e Ss during 
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part of the HEIG Cantury ,in ever inoreasing numbers during the 18th and a 
wry 


x 1 wave in the 1870S. These late comers vame—bo the United States from Germany 


; 11 011, and vis Russ is whare many - Bp 7 gone at the invitation of Catherine the Great 


upon | hor beatles of religious freedom and freedom from military Service, When Rigeia , 

| however ,aboliched thess Special] priveleges in 1870, 8peciaelly that of nilthary exemption , 4 

. mass migration to Americs took place beginning about 1874, Most of these later lenmonite 
immigrants 8ettled in Kana s ,Nebre skn, end some in Canada, The Santa Fo Keil Azad,inci- 


dentally,played an important part in getting these people to settle in Kensas, 


The Mennonites,like their Anabaptist forerunners have always beebh 
highly indivdiualistic,which makes them s8usceptible yo division, Moreover American 


Mennonites are not a homogeneous body, They have come from widely s8cattered sections of 


F- * 


Europe ,nith great social differences, They lack the unifying force of « single ecclesi- 


astical organization, The congregational type of government which they maintain promotes 


division rather than union, Today there are some 15 or 16 different Mennonite groups in : 


the United LAL States, 
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The three Meanonite bodies that have had a mall share in the religious 


- history and agricultursl development of California are 


which maintain thebs 


three mall colleges in Kansas, One of these bodies is perhaps the principal Mennonite 
QaaHD 
body bn the United SKE States, This group is frequently referred to uabken-ootzest "014 


Uennonites", Officially , however, they call themselves simply Mennonites ,,frequently als0 
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The Mennonite Church, They regard themselves as the real descendants of the church founded 


Pour: 


by Menno Simons and therefore they feel they are the main body from which all others 
have departed # 
The 8econd body EKK which is found in "alifornia is the socalled Gen=- 


* 


h To _ eral Conference group," The General Conference of the Mennonite Church of North America", 


To > make ma tors more confusing the "01d Mennonites" also have a General Conference,) The 
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| Conference body began as & unification movement rather than as an attempt to set 


% & another division, Its "Haw 2 OD can be traced as far back as 1847 She-okwnokhes 
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WER bog Pennsylvanie they are frequently referred to as "the 
ey eviong houges' »Extravaganooy of 8ort is discoureged, 
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The churches of the Ceners 1. Conference are not as conservative as are those of 


other Mennonite bramches, They are more tolerant and less exclusive,Members of 


General Conference churches readily with churches of other Protestant denom- 4 


inations, They do not fear "the world" as much as do their more conservative 


brethren,nor do they maintain dress restrictions, 


The third lemnonite group which has churches in California is 
that body known as the Mermonite Brethren, The Mennonite Brethren stress the ne- 
ces8s8ity of a personal- conversion experience ,they are quite ovangelietio and are 
strict immnersionists, The chief center of this church ie Kanga. and -Oklahoma , 1 


though in recent years there has been « marked growth of the group in Canada, 


Mennonites are py _incipally farmers , Therefore as group after 
group ,family after family came to Ameri cs they settled in various rural areas in 


Penns8ylvenia (Lancaster County in that state has become renomed as the eat of 
rh "u : 
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Pros pe sf oreaes IXD>I farmers).,in Ohio, Indians, Lows , Kansas ,Nebras ka Okla. 


| homa end the Dakotas, And 80 it is not surprising that those who came to Galifor- 


nia were generally Tarmers Looking for rich farming afeas, 


The first Mennonite settlers in Yalifornia seem to have been 
the imnediate XXKIIE members of the Henry "es femily who moved from Ashland, 


- Ohio to California in 1887, Though their destination was Pomona they 8etiled near 


San Dimas, There they 8et out one of the earliest groves in that fertile ares, fhe< 


jr tr- 0 Oe "PF 


9 7 mneads is Still one of the fine groves in San Dimas and abide bears large crops of 


excellent fruit, REXKEXKCEIEXKEEEETERK) The HNeeges were of the Veneral Conference 

group, Other early 8ettlers were likewige General Conference *ermonites , coming to 
| S 

California from Iowa in 1895, They settled in what soon came to be called Ioamoga 


ut which now is known 8s Alts Soma, These pioneers cleared the land of sagebrush , 

The prayer bonnet and the prayer covering are officially prescribed,But they are 

Pinding it knereasingly difficult to enforce these regulations, Conference minutes 

and official publications are filled with discussions and regolutions that pertain to 
dress ,recreations,and the simple life, Mennonites of all groups stress the basic vir- 


tues , honesty ,simplicity ,thuthfulness ,persons]l integrity,and « hight moral standard 
as egsentials of & religion which is &« way of life, : 


LE COERCION 
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| enotus \and boulders, They built or helped to build irrigation systems, They 


5 my out. orange and lemon trees and EBTEPEC the first citrus groves in the 


Alta Lon 8e0tion, (A few groves in the Hermoss district had been planted 
earlier,80 EXKNEXEEEECKEEXERE XI EEEEESHRE the groves developed by the Menno- 
nites were not the first in the &rev,) These groves are 8till bearing large 


and excellent crops, 


The Mennonites of both San Dimas and Alts Goma,for they visited 
mach among themselves ,s8o00n felt the OT of & church organization to nurture 
their Spiritual growth, They invited a young missionary to the Cheyenne Indians 
in Oklahoma (then Indian Territory) to come to California and organize & church, 
The FAEKEE ry hs late Reveli, Horsch, accepted the "call" and came to 
Upland , then North Vntario ,1in 1902 with his femily, and the First Mennonite Church 
of Upland was organized January 4th, 1903 ,perhaps the first General Conference 
Mennonite Church to be established in the state, The congregation has enjoyed 
ol 8teady krowth and plays an important part in the religious life of the commmity, 
From this church there have come Generel Conference officers General Conference 


a 


board members and geveral ministers,now 8erving other charges, Two mission=- 


ary families,still membbrs of the church are serving the Hopi Indiezns in Axzona and 


the Cheyennes in Oklahoma respectively, Neat ature tru Punch AA paaker 
UumnLkt may, 1947. 
Another of the early vocmenL ts 8ettlements was that at Paso kobles, 
EE: 1,0,General Conference Mennonite, In search of cheap land and & milder olimate two 


families from Beatrice,Nobraska s8ettled g8ome 10 miles northwest of Faso Robles in 


the fall of 1896, In 1897 four additional families arrived,follow:d in' 1898 by two 
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 _ more families,Later 8till e families came ras Kansas, As early as the fall of 
; | - 21897 attempts were made to establish & congrpational organization, Due to geographic | 
S: - conditions there were © really two centers or nuclei and becaus s of this fact a div- 
Op 16ion took place in 1903, One group,those who 8ettled east of Pago fobles as well as 


Ti 7 NN north eStabliched what is now the First Mennonite Church of Paso Robles and in the 
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following year thoses8ettlers who lived west and south of Paso Robles organized 


a Separate church located some miles west of the city, This church was for many 


years known as the Sen Marcos Mennonite Church, but in 1946 the name was officially 
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changed to the Second Mennonite Church of Paso Robles, 

Reedley hs the seat of another early EERKEX Ceneral Conference gettle=- 
ment, In 1903 the first Mennonites to g8ettle there arrived from Kaneas and & few 
others from llinnesota, Several of the families from Mimesota later moved to Upland, 


Other femilies followed and in 1906 the present church,the First Mennonite Church of 


_ Keedley was organized, Thi Readlew congregation has had & steady and continuos 


growth since its birth and has become the lergest General Conference Mennonite 7 

church in the state, It contributes generausly to all the activities of the Gen=- By 

eral Conference, No less than even miss ionaries have come from this church, Note» 
worthy is the long and 8uccesful pastorate of the late Dr,H,Jd,Krehbiel, During his 
pastorate Dr,Krehbiel also served as President of the General Conference(1920=1926) 

and in 1925 represented the Yeneral Conference as & delegate to the Four Hundreth 
Amniverasry of the Mennonites meeting in Basel ,Switzerland, Krehbiel was an eloquent 

and cid Speaker and was often called "The Silverptohgued Orator of the San Joaquin 
Valley" 


American lennonites,as has already been sugzested, are almost exclusively 


farmers, They were farmers in Europe ,they continued as farmers in America , they are 


farmers s8till, The great lennonite historian the late Dr, C,Henry Smith, stated in 


1940,"It is doubtful whether fifty years ago there was & 8ingle Mennonite church in 
America in a village of more than 1000," Even today ,with a few exceptions , two COngre- 


gations in Philedelphis and JKAX another in Los Angeles, there are no elf supporting 


a,” in any of the large cities of the United States ,And yet there is a 81 g- L 


nifivent movement of Mennonites from the farm into the cities, Los Angeles with its 


e 


favorable climate and employment opportunities was particularly attractive EE Menno — 


nites from far and near have 8ettled in this great city, As early as 1906 various 


ph en e<Inxner nyc 35 5, 


Fe MEE arr us the undertaking was too large for this 8mall ,struggling Confer- 
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7 ON. O74 erence Lennonites began holding meetings in the g8everal homes 
rbioipsting individuals s. In 1908 the Pacific District of the General Confer- 


a resolution favoring the opening of a city mission in Los Angeles, Soon 


ence it recomnended to the General Conference ,which met later in the same year ,that it 


undertake the operation of © city mission in Los Angeles, (The purpose of the "mission" 


was primarily to s8erve the scattered Mennonites and atlempt to weld them into & COngre- 
gation, Iater the "mission" was "RPO to reach any "unsaved" individuals within 
the res g8erved,) The General Conference adopted the recommendation and in the fall 

of 1909 s city mission was opened at 1432 San Fernando Road (now North Spring St) un- 


der the name "River Station Mission", In 1912 the mission was relocated at the corner 


amoawnis 
of Ave,19 and Albion St and Pebemed the "Whosover Will Mission", In 1915 there occured & 


£ 
reorganization,a tiny I I508 wes ezganizes and became known as the "Whosoever Will 
Vernonite Church", Another reorganization took place in 1918 and the new body was named 
if : 
"The Mennonite Mission Church of Los Angeles, By 1924 the Sunday School attendance had 


inoreanfls to over 100 and the membership to 75, 4 new location was also found on east 


79th St, and there the church is located today under the name the "Innanuel Kemionite 


me 


"Church", It has become the 8econd largest General Conference Church in the state 


with a membership of 410, Seventeen missionaries and a large number of ministers and 


teachers have been produced by this thriving congrogations 


Other General Conference churches are located at Shafter and at Winkon, 


The 8tory of each is s8imilar to tThose already related, They are located in ferming 


commnities and their men@srhip 1s composed of farm families who ceme from easjgern 


83ates, principally Ranges and "ebraske ,or from other lennonite churches located 'in 


California,0f the two the Bethel Mennonite Church at Winkon is the Poungert Vonerel 


Conference church in California ,organized as recently as lay 9,1940 although efforts to 


ootablish 1 F464: pane there were made as early as 1938, The church at Shafter dates 


| bavk to 1919, 


Although the California General Conference churches are members of : the 


Letriot which inoludes the churches located in Oregon ;Idaho ,and VWashington 
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as well as those of California the great digtances between the churches in the 


Distriot is « 8erious handicap in premeting the work and pregram of the Districtyl 


Conference, The California churches therefore have been cenducting their own ce- 


opeative programs gruzrifs of mutual interest,ospecially in the field of young peop= 


l1s's activities, The California churches conduct an amual Sunday School and 
Christian Endeavor Convention, Fer years they huve maintained « guccessfull annual 
"Retreat" for young people at Lake Sequoin gome fifty miles from Reedley in the 
kick Some, This "Reygreat” is significant not only in developing the spiritual 
life of the young people ,but algo in that it is becoming « unifying facter,eon the 


one hand and « point ef division on the other, 


The 8ecend Mennonite body with active churches in California is that 
bedy already referred do and frequently called the "01d Mennonites,” This bedy is 
perhaps the main trunk of American Mennenites, Naturally enough the members of this 
body ,ospecially its leaders, dislike the KEE prefix "014" but this is the simplest 
way to distinguish them frem ether Mennonite bodies , This nomenclature is confusing 
even to Mennonites fer this body teo,nas already etated,uses « General Conference 
as & means of directing and organizing the educational ,mission,KIX publication and 
other activities of that boty, There are also district conferences and the churches 
in California affiliate\ with the South Facific Mennonite Conference, According to 


the 1949 MENNONITE YEAR BOOK and DIRECTORY there are only three amall churches in 


i... — ————_—_— 


California of the "01d Menndnite"” group ,one in Upland,ons in Los Angeles and one in 
Winton, It Will be recalled that the General Conference group «els0 has churches &@n 
each of these localities, The largest of these three churches is the Seventh St, 
Mennonite Church of Upland,gwith a membership of 83, Unlike the General Conference 
churches the 01d Mennonites alge have bigheps end the NEIKKEXEENFEEXINXERFESIDXX 
Seventh 3t,Church of Upland is served by beth « minister and a bichep,This is the 
cage also at Winton, The South Pacific Mennonite Conference is & new venture, 
Formerly the California churches Were affiliated with the Pacific Coast Conference 


but sbnoe the hreat majority of the churches of this Conference are located in 


page 9, 
| Oregen ,and ah the California churches with the exception of Winten are located 


near Les Angeles ,and since hore is the promige of establiching additional churches 
in Arizens it was deemed wise te organize this new Conference, 

In addition to the established churches the 014 Mennonites have main= 
tained Sunday Scheols and/or ehurch services at Dinubs, and at Cerning ome 20 
miles north of Sacraments, Beonuge there are well established churches in Dinubs . 
| and 80 few families who were O1d Mennonites, there was Little or no opportunity to 
establikth a church there, The high price of farm lend has algo been « determining 


facter here, Farm lend prices were far more attractive in Oregon end' «als0 at Corning, 


But ,aside from attractive farm prices, there wk ne special inducement for 01d Menno=- 
nites to gottle at Corning and those who did gettle there feund they could not very 
well held their children for the Mennonite Church,so they have all moved away and 
are new found in other 01d Mennonite gettlements along the Pacific coast, Qnly « 
Sunday School was maintained at. Corning and it reached its highest enrollment 


about 1911, 


The stery of the oving of the O1d Mennonites te California reads much 
like that ef the General Conference Mennoenites, Seme came to Califernia as tourists 
and returned later to gottle,others were induced to come and gettle either becausse 
of climatic conditions or in the hope of regaining lost health, Others azain came 


- Seeking to establish themselves in « nov home, usually on « farm, 


The first Old Mennonites to come toe California appear to have been two 
families who, coming to Reedley in 1905, located in Dinubs the fellowing year, In 1907 
three additional families located in Dinuba and by 1911 the Conference recerds report 
22 members of the Sunday School, wlkiohk-dhoooSratiteraciablicheadi there, This pro- 
Jookt was harewer gcon abandened, The 01d Mennonite families who came to Dinubs have 


auto. a 


either been absorbed by established churches Jerp—Struih—Þp that of the Mennonite | 


© Brethren,or they have moved to other localities, 


bon ren dg + Tho 8tory of the settlement at Corning is almost identical with that 
as. Mo Two families came toe Corning end gettled there in the fall ef 1911, 
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They had come from Nampe ,Idaho, A few more families came te Corning during the 


ensuing years, By 1911] the Sunday Scheol enrollment had reached a peak of about 20, 


In that year & partial church organization was ef fected,But « few years later the. 


project was completely abandoned dus te the removal of these families els ewhere, 


The Church in Les Angeles named the Calvary Mennonite Church is located 


at 151 West 734d St, In 1949 this congrgation numbered 80 members, It is not definitely 


know Jjust when the first 01d Mennenites came to Los Angeles probably much earlier 


than officlal records indicate, Not only were there ome families in Los Angeles, 


but there were others in Pacadens and in Leng Beach, In 1913 efferts were made to 


bring these gcattered people together, The few families who lived in Pagadenas estab- 


1ished « Sunday School in April 1916, In June of that year another effort was made 


toe bring together the femilies living not only in Los Angeles ,Pazadena and Long 


Beach, but algo thess who by that time were Living C Upland and (i) kiverside, In time 


the organized actvities became centralized in Los Angeles, The first meeting place was 


located on Kohler St, or 


* * * = ©” 


: - W—weeors —th mY ondenee kad increas ed + T, In 1916 
the missicn,fer ge it was regarded,had to move,locating this time at 930 East 9th St, 
Here the sttendence goon reached 40, Due to Elk difficulty in 8ecuring buildings for | 
rent it was finally decided by the lission Board of the Pacific Coast Conference to 
find « permanent location and erect « temporary building, The presemt location is the 
one agreed upon and & temporary structure was erected on the rear of the lot in 1921 
et which time s congregation was organized with 56 members, In 1922 s8teps were taken 


to build a permanent structure end this new building which incorporated the Lemporsry 


structure was dedicated in 1924, At one time the membership reached 115, But as has been 
the cage elsewhere families moved away in search of more promising economic opportun= 


ities ,others found new homes in surrounding commnities at some distance from the 


To 
chur8h making attendance difficult end they were lost sight of. For years the Les Grple, 


church was conducted under the name"Los Angeles Mennonite Viss8ion Church", But with 


the passing years it lost its missionary ,chargoter 8nd in recognition of this fact 
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The church in Uplend,teo has had « veried and interesting his tory, Since Ng 
| the earliestXIMIs did not keep official fecords it is difficult to determine 


Just when the 8irst 014 Mennonites located in Upland ,but in «11 probability there 


were geme 014 Mennonites there secon after the turn of the century, The first comers 
having ne church hems of their own found « rea] welceme in the Uplend Churdh of 

the Breifiren in Chris %, who are als & "plain people", A few occasieonally attended the 
First Mennonite Church ef Upland (Gonefal Conferences), In time however «8s more and 

more families came to this Importent citrus area,the need fer « church heme of their 

own became mere and mere pressing, Efforts at first were made te locate in Pemons ,but 
this was goen dismigsed as impractical with the bulk ef the ppesible membership located in 
and near Upland, Se « congregation wes organized in Uplend end estsblished [-4 San Antonio 
Avenue near 9th St, Meetings were held in an abandoned building ence used &s & little 
missilen center for migratory werkers ,but this building 800n. proved entirely inadequate, 
"20 @ lot was purcha68*; at the corner ef 7th St and Campus Avegnue where the present 
beautiful 8structure wes were ahi dedicated in 1948, Interest in the new church is 


high and the cenhregation is oxperienoging & rapid grewth, 


| The Mennonite Brethren Church is the largest Mennonite bedy in California, 
As was the cage with the General Conference and 01d Mennonites, The Mennonite Brethren 
1 came te Califernia frem midwestern states in earch of good farms ,better living condi 


tions end « more healthful climate, The first Mennonite Brethren to makes their appear- 
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ence in Califernis were « few families who settled in Reedley in 1904, A church was 


; _ Boon organized, -It grew 8 rapidly that « building ywi5#-erooted end dedicated in 190g, 


had te be enlarged in 1912 and by 1916 it preved 86 inadeqauute it was torn down end & new 


building HICEX erected, GCrewth since 1919 has continued at « rapid rate and again i&t 


in 1949 the cengregation is building « new and magnificent edifice which will 


[8 be one of the largest church buildings in the Sen Joaquin velley, The former building, 


that censtruoted in 1919 Will be uged fer church scheoel purpfses only, The present 


membership of the Hedley ehureh is 1166, Not enly is it the largest Mennonite Brethren 
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church in California, but the largest in the United States, 

The goed largest conhregation is that at Dinubs, Quite « number of members 
of the *#edley church were located at some distance gouth ef the city and because of 
the inconvenience of attending in Reedley , they established & new congregation in April 
of 1925 in what wes then known as South Reedley, But as more and mere Mennonite Bre= 
thren femilies ENEEINNEX located in the fertile farming area surrounding Dinuba this 
congregation moved toe and established iteelf in Dinubs ,erecting there « large building 
in 1937 which was intended te become &« Sunday School building, In 1939 « cemmodious 
church building with a seating capacity ef ever 1,000 was cempleted, In 1949 the Mem 
bership ef the Dinuba church numbered 555, 

Other Mennonite ada Churches in the San Joaquin Valley are located 
at Orland, Ledi,Maders inven Frome Muthcr ,Rogedale,and Bakersfield, In IRIEN Calif- 
ornia there are 2 chuyches in Los Angeles end one in Pagadena, Veast a Hi churches , 
with the exception ef the church at Shafter with 405 members are WE PRES small  canmzaRes, 
One of the first Mennenite Brethren Churches in Celifernia wes established at Escondido 
in 1907,1I1t was abandoned in 1920 because the memftbers by that time had all moved else- 
where ,chiefly to the Sem Jeaquin Valley, 

A new church was organized in Sen Jose in 1940, This teo is « rapidly 
growing congregation end was in the process of building « larger structure in wks 
fall of 1949, The membership at the time numbered 244, 

The California dementbe Brethren churches are quite missionary minded and 
have fer yexrs conducted extensien work at verious plaves in California, Many epper =- 
tunities were feund te bring the goepel to the Japeness ,Chinese ,Nexicans ,Filipines , 
Russians end Armeniens most of whom were farm laborers en large EKIX ranches, Prier to 
World War II the Reedley church cemtucted « Sunday School fer the Japeneee children in 
that area, The Dinuba chureh has fer years conducted & fhourishing Sunday Scheol for 
ent—rmry the Mexicans employed on the Tagus ranch, The Los Angeles churches conduct 
meetings in city and county jails and in the county hespital, The church et Lodk regu=- 


larly conducts meetings in the State Hogpital at Stockton, The Bakefsfield church has 


built and mainteins & Gegpel Chapel on Edison Highway end. its workefzs oarry ot Sunday 
| | A 
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Scheol enerz—Srmnizy and conduct gervioes every Wednesdey evening there, 


The California Mennonite Brethren churches are alse keenly alive to 
the educational needs of their young people, As the churches have grom in 
| ohrmugth the interest in education and the support of A has increased, In 
1922 « mall Mible school or academy was eeteblighed in Kgedley, But the largest 
wumber ef pupils came from the South *ecdley church and when that bedy moved to 
Dinuba in 1937 the scheol was alsoe removed there, In 1939 the Reedley church - 


opened its own Bible scheol, 


In 1941 the "eedley and Dinubs churches decided to pool their 
efforts and resources and e8tablished « Þible scheol in Reedley which weukd alse 
offer high scheol subjects, The Mennonite Brethern are cenvinced that toe held their 
young people fer their emn church they mas; maintain their em high scheols,end if 
pessible their ewmn grade schools as well, For five years the keedley Mennonite Bre- 
thren Bible Scheol and Academy was conducted on the premises of: the Reodley chureh, 
but in 1946 &« site was purchaged end « large,well equipped building erected, The 
scheol was establibed in the new building with a new neme, The Immanuel Bible Academy, 
The enrellment during the 1947=48 scheol term tetalled 176, A fully accredited high 


scheol course is offered, The church «t Shafter alse conducted its omn Bible School 


fer geveral years w th four menths of instruction during the winter menths, Other 


churches have cenducted 8gimilar scheols for shorter terms, 
In cenjunction with the Facific District the Califernia churches 


eandtuot ruther eperate « Bible Institute at Freeno, It is valled the Pacific 


| Bible Institute opened in September ,1944, The school is houged in « large three 
story building located at 2149 Tuollome St, The folleying courses are offered: 
_ The Bible Institute Diploma Course; « Pre-theolegical Course in Religious Eduagcation, 
« Theolegical Course,and « Course in Sacred lusic, In 1948 the 8tudent bedy numbered 
' 146, 


Like the Genera] Conference Aermnenites the Mennonite Brethren Churches 


of Mlaformia alse cenduct and annual Sunday School Convention, In addition wel 


8eng feetivals are held each year, Ngarly all churches have bhRoly 
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own young peoples 8ocieties which have been an impertent factor in the building of 


the spiritual life of the youth of the church end which Sudthamers X07 wn important 


contributing factor in keeping them attached te the church, Nearly all churches a180 


maintain Bible study classes for young people and ohaliren, which moot ene evening & 
week throurhouk the perued of the nermal scheol term, In recent years Youth <p 
Camps have been held during the sunner menths with the purpose of 10041ngNe 8 1 
acceptance of Christ as personsl Saviour end « fuller consecration te fdefinite ger- 
vice fer the Master, 

The needs ef the old people are not overlooked, I1KNX In 1942 « large 


house wes purchesed in Reedley end it was dedicated and opened as The Reed ley 


Home for the Aged in the ame year, In 1948 &« larger "Home" was built and the instl- 
tution was incorporated, A hospital for the mentally i111 has elso been under censid- 


eration at various times, 
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the. thee Muwuhoniſ<  bhedias fraced Hereſy 
fange. Each, is aware of the existence of the others fac-xre—th=aeitoges) yot oxch 


goes its omn independent way, They have much in cemnen,the history of each is 

8imilar,yet their differences are deep and lasting, But all Mennonites ,"014", 

General Conference, or Brethren, are & pious folk,and humble, Their philesoephy 
WoOrdg=e 


can be gumned up in two hard werk and religion, Teil and the Gespel, 


these mark the Mennonites, 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Methodist Episcopal Church was ftormally organized in 


/ 


\ 
Baltimore on the 24th day of December, 1784, under the specitic 


advice of John Wesley. Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury were un- 
animously elected superintendents (bishops). The Conference 
continued ten days, a real Jubilee occasion. After remaining 
five months in this country, "laboring incessantly,”" Bisnop Coke 
returned to England, (later to win the title of "Foreign Minister 
of Methodism.”) Some indication of his activities may be seen in 


the tact that he crossed the Atlantic eighteen times, His was 


the g8soul of the Christian missionary with unquenchable zeal. 
Bishop As8bury was the apostle of American Methodism, By his | 
indefatigable energy, unwearying travels, and constant self- | 


discipline he won a place in the New World comparable to that of 


Wesley in England, He was unquestionably the most precious gift 
the parent church ever gave to her children "beyond the seas." 

In the Methodist Episcopal Church the unit was the "pastoral 
charge," within which was organized the "quarterly conference," 
-Individual preachers were members of their respective "Annual 
Conference." Ihe highest organizational authority _ th "General 
' Conference," which met each quadrennium, presided over by the 


bishops, The Discipline of the church was published in book form 


& þ 6; for each four-year period. Four 8alient points of doctrine were: 

0 universal redemption ; 2) entire 8anctification of the individual; 

7 L _ 7 fellowship ot believers; 4) ordered Chris tian service- everything 
| 5 to be 0% Tto the fturtherances of God's Kingdom upon earths," 
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e 
from the beginning a leading characteristic ot Meth odism 
has been its missionary activity, domestic 28 well as toreign. 
It quickly became the predominant form of religion in vast 
stretches of the opening West: it helped to mold the rapidly 
growing populations into Chris tian civilization. The Methodist 
progecher was a real tactor in the historycot' he Testward Movement, 
Much of the history oft Calitornia is closely interwoven With 
the lite and labors of early pioneer preachers, representatives 
ot ditterent religious denominations, vonspicuous among these 
were the Methodists., The taitntul missionary, or ten-point circuit 
rider, knocked at the door of tte ploneer rarmer, miner, lumberman , 
merchant: ne was in touch with all classes, and lett the impress 
ot his message upon all, including the children, who never rorgot 
the triendly visit of the good minister., {the influence of such a 


man with |such a message could never be measured, ln many a tamily 


the visit was the cnier contact with real culture and nigher educ- 


ation; tne preacher's voice was the only man's voice the cnildren 
ever neard in prayer, tiis capacity tor adjustment to conditions 


was remarkables. 


The story of Methodism in California may be 8aid to begin 


with Jedediahn Smith, nicknamed "Bible toter,” and g8ometimes re- 


— —  — — —— —— — ——_v—— 


terred to as "One of Protestantism'!s torgotten men,” Smith's. 


memorable expedition, which brought him into California in 1826 
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as the first American to arrive overland, proved to be a most 


oO OD) 9 OO 


signiticant torerunner of American occupation, toreshadowing the 


— ideal of Manitest Destiny. 
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NGS Or THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


— The dramatic appeal for a Bible and religious teacher by tour 


_ representatives ot the Nez Perces and Flathead Indians, in 1831, 


led to the tounding of Chris tian missions in the Oregon territory. | 
The Missionary Society of the Hethodist Church selected Jason Lee 
to head its enterprise in the Northwest. With his nephew, David” 


Lee, and two lay assistants, he set forth in the spring of 1834. 


ee — 


Before the end of that year the Mission in Willamette Valley had : 
been established., 


William Roberts. Un the fall of 1846 William Roberts of New 


Jersey was appointed s8uperintendent of the expanding missionary 

work of the Methodists. He came by way of San Francisco, arriving 

_ there on the 2th of April, 1847, tle was quick to perceive the 

pressing religious needs in California. 

On Sunday, the day at'ter his arrival, he preached in the 

dining hall of a hotel --billiard playing and drinking being dis- 
continued during the services. Referring to this tirst Protestant 
; Sermon in San trancisco, his associate recorded in his diary that 


Roberts preached "where Satan had his seat." Before- proceeding to 


= I ESIs Oregon he organized a small Hethodist "class." 


VE: i» Only a torthnight later (May 8) the Calitornia Star reported 
j the call for a meeting of citizens "ror the purpose of ascertaining 
EY the prevailing s8entiment in relation to the establis!iment of a 
- church in the tom,” hailing the announcement as "the tirst step 
Os toward the planting of the standard ot our glorious institutions 
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7, Roberts! administration included the formal beginnings of 
Methodist activities in California, though koberts hinselt had 


been preceded, in 1846, by Adna HECOX, a 1icenced exhorter., 


California had just come under the American tlag; but it was :-. 
Several years previous to the actual organization of the Annual 
vonference of- the Methodist Episcopal Church, or that of the 
Metnodist Church, South, 


In the meantime. the Oregon-Califtornia Mission Conference 


was tormally set yp by act ot the General Conterence, in 1848, 
The Methodist tpiscopal Church in. Calitorite-Fenained under the 
Jurisdiction oft this Mission Conference until tne ftormatilon of 
the Annual Lonfterence, in' 1853, 

Botn Hecox and nis wite were Hethodists, Elihu Antnony, a 
Methodist preacher, native of New tork state, with nis family 
reached San Jose late in October, 1847. Not long atterward he 


preached his tirst California germon and a Hethodist "class" 


was formed, Captain Joseph Aram was a member ot tnis class. 
Marshall's discovery of g01d in January, 1c48, with the 
consequent unprecedented #z01d rush, seriously disrupted church 
activities, @Ugverything was abnormal in Calitornia - nothing 
Sseemed stable., but it became quickly obvious that the need tor 
religious activity had suddenly become multiplied, Leaders of 
ditferent denominations lost no time in preparing to enter this 
field, But in the meantime the hordes came'- came by way oft the 


torn, across the isthmus, in long caravans of prairie schooners. 
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Was there ever a more difficult tield tor religious workers? ol 


Ls82ac Owen and William Taylor. When William Roberts returned 


to California early in 1849 he round van trancisco "in wildest con- 


tusion.” There was as yet no regular Methodist preacher. In the. 
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| naantne Blehop Beverly Vaugh had Selected two > eto; Specially 
These 


4 were lk Owen and William Taylor, men whose names deserve a ways S 


oO - to be held in grateful remembrance. 

; Beginnings had been made; much heroism had been displayed; 

but Owen and Taylor were the first regular pioneer preachers of 

the Methodist Bpiscopal Church in California. Owen, who had come 

: | overland, was appointed to Sacramento, chiet entrepot for northern 

4 miners; Taylor, who had come around the Horn, was assixgned to San 
FrancisCo. The story- of how these godly men set to work, undismayed 


by colossal difiiculties, is both thrilling and inspiring,. 

Their heroism and fortitude are best revealed in their own 
words. In his official communication to KissSilonary Secretary UJu.P. 
Durbin, dated February 27, 1852, Owen reported: 


On arriving at Sacramento City I found myself and 

' tamily houseless and moneyless (except $150). The cheap- 
est and only arrangement I could make for nyselt and 
family was to pay 100 per month tor an uniinished adobe 
room in Sutter's Fort, I moved into this room and re- 
mained about one week; and my wife, true to the missionary 
cause, chose rather to live in a tent to putting the church 


El to the expense. of hiring a nhouse at 80 high a rent, So, in 
20" compliance with her request, I went to work and constructed 


a tent out of tne remains of our 01d wagon covers and tew 
' bed quilts. 
+ + » Here we lived, eight in number, for about tour or 
tive weeks, during which time my wife gupported the family 
mostly by the 'proceeds of the milk of two cows which we 
had worked in the yoke while crossing the plains, rather 
than make our wants known to. the church. ; . « While my 
wife was thus providing for herselft and family, 1 devoted 
OO £ all my time to the erection of a parsonage and to the putting 


up of the church sent to us by our friends in baltimore, 


EL. Owen's early experiences were matched by tnose of Taylor, 


FF Realizing that the Missionary Society could never Support a mis- 


sionary and his family at California rates, he declared: "If 1 


can do no better I will take my axe and wedges, and £0 across the 


bay to the Red Woods and get out lumber for a house and build It 


myself.” Grateful for being exempt from s1i ckness, and of un- "i 


conquerable spirit, he crossed the bay in a whaleboat, assisted b: 

by brother A, nhatler., Let him continue with nis own Story: 
++. Carrying our blankets, provisions, and working tools, 
we walked up the mountain tive miles to brother White's 
Shanty., Brother fatter and I put our provisions into the 
mess and were admitted as zuests, with tne privilege of 
Wrapping ourselves in our owmm blankets and s leeping on : 
the ground under the common shelter.... We wrought till 'F 
Friday afternoon, . , , but spent our strength for naught in 
trying to split some unsplittable timber, and returned 
that afternoon to San Antonio landing, 
Three days later Taylor returned to the "Red Woods" alone. 

he. reported: "s0 1 nad to depend on my own unaided mind and musclie, 

led by the good providence of Him who had called me to meet sucn 

emepgencies.,” He worked energetically, planned wisely, and had 

. good assistance, VWitnin six weeks from the time ne landed he had 

nis mission house, "and thus avoided the payment of one cent of 

rent." 
The world knows about the street preaching of "California 

Taylor” and of his later fame over far-flung horizons, OUf all 


the Hethodist pioneer preachers ot Calitornia ne became tne most 
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Martin CG. rien and Associates, Martin C., zriggs, a native £3 
| of New York State, arrived in San Francisco in October, 1850 on the 


Oregon, which brought tidings of Califommia's admission into the 
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Union, an event of great s8ignificance, With Briggs came Samuel 


D., Simonds, a native of Vermont, who also 'becane a leader of 


prominence, Edward Bannister was sent to Bishop Waugh to establish 


7 ent OO gage bon Ot RNs - Wa I & 
4 on * #7 f a = 4 
ty o =h «7 Wy v RT <0 
j SERGE Tn Shy $424 x Pe + ; . 
WC, + ; Mo L a PANE 4 ans 4 3 I LERE OW Kon A Sx Foy. . | : 
»& 1; _” vs , "Ez : Feet «FAIF*- £04,008 37 LESS OO Rs o» ext 94 "$42 2A S44 Þ an. 4 es bo __ #* Tels * 4 . EY \ k 4 y 1 © 
ta Ns ROMS HT nl >0 wo hn ps ant 3 (ge FAO out, ue ge Re I EO ET Ire, #4 N94 ; 
SLIM NN of Wo V pt # \ [3 Y 7 - : 3 ar. Me c $1 Ca »ll*'3 "a EM hs 's a b. <1 d* a3 i 4d . 5 4 
INS oN PREG, YE bet wi $6 (BY 48 3-7 Sees, fs SIC WED. 4 {Ls ' 6 G : 
3% bd Is wy - ab FIN 4 y t SOS +52 + f 
7 ” g wo 0) lr. A > 0 = 4 
y Ix pad Ry +. hay , þ- TJ 
4 Crap co Pe EN. 


a of higher learning, Others came. Activities 


\ a, 


” 


plied. 
The California District had at first six regular preachers: 
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Taylor, Owen, James Corwin, Briggs, Simonds, Bannister. Owen was 


Presiding Elder. Before the end of 1850 the district had 351 


members in full connection, 26 local preachers, 8 churches, and 8 
. Sunday Schools. Included in the organization plans was that for the 
; BEST founding of a university. 
University of the Pacific. The founders of Hethodisn in tngland 


- 


were classically educated men - the movement was born in a university. 


This interest was 8hared in American Methodism. From the beginning 
it was present in marked degree in Calitornia. 
Following the arrival of Zannister, an educational conterence 
: was held in San Jose, January 6-7, 1851, with nine in attendance. 
The conference recommended the "founding of an institution of the 
| grade of a anivereity." 
A 8econd conference was held, in »>an Yrrancisco, in May, when 
possible locations for the proposed institution was considered, A 
TY third conference was held the following month, when Santa Ulara 


was selected as the site of the university. 


Ea 'On July 10, 1851 the California Wesleyan College was duly . 


F | chartered - there being then no statutory provision ror a university 
 - charter. The name was short-lived, however; tor in 1852 it was 

SO legally changed to University of the Pacific. Thus was granted the 
=. first charter for a California institution of university grade, 


DOE OP IN _ The actual opening of the preparatory department was on May 3, 1852, 


— with Edward Bannister as'principal. the first regular college 


#- . 'b 
4 YT | 
< Fo" | + $ , 


baccalaureate degrees, was in 1858, When the 


—— 


; 


College was chartered, 699 members of the Methodist Churches were 
reported, with church property worth $20,000, 

During the earlier years of Calitornia's statehood the de- 
velopment of public schools was very backward, and there was 


virtually a total absence oft any above elementary grade. The 


condition explains, in part, the great activity of church _ ; 
leaders in establisning academies and other 8s chools in various 


localities. 
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California Christian Advocate and took Concern, One of the 


first concerns of the: brave group of pioneer Methodist preachers 
in California was the establishment of a church paper, a project 
deemed of great importance, There was no hesitation, Martin CG. 
Briggs was elected editor, At his request Samael D, >imonds 


was made joint editor, The Tirst issue of the weekly California 


Christian advocate appeared Vctober 10, 1551, as to its early 


character Dr. Briggs later wrote: "It took the fierce bulls of 
gin Ttirly by the horns, Pometines the wrestle was rough and 'F 


the chances of victory about equal, but the advocate appears 


always to have tought to a finisn, never Submitting to a draw," 


From 1851 until the regional advocates of the Church were 


finszlly consolidated, in 190, in The Christian advocate, the 


California Christien Advocate could make the proud boast it had 


never missed an is8ue., Following briggs and vimonds the editors 
were, repectively: Eleazer Thomas, ienry CG, Benson, benjamin F, 
Crary, Winfield Scott Matthew, Freeman D, Bovard, Francis M, 


Larkin, «dward P, Dennett, and idward L, kills. 
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| for the California branch of the Methodist Book Concern. In 1849 


: he had found means far shipping to San Francisco via Cape Horn 


"* 


$2,000 worth of books - an unheard-of thing at that time, but 


—_ 


true to the best Methodist tradition, Owen was himself an avid 


| reader. This nucleus was the beginning of an importent branch of 


the rapidly expanding literary and publisning interests, with tne 


” San Francisco headquarters Located at 83 kucaAllister Street, 
4 : | California Annual Conference. It was through the efforts of 
M., UC, Eriggs, who represented the California church at the General 
Conference in 1852, that the privilege was granted of forming the 
California Annual Conference, The organizing session convened in 
February, 1853, in San trancisco, The establisnmment of the Conter- 
ence was a highly important event, unique in &hat all previous 
conferences had been in contiguous territory. the >econd Confer- 
| ence was held in Sacramento, in February, 1854, Bishop katthew 


Simpson presiding: thus the annual meetings were tairly inaugurated 


Fe METHODIST EFISCOFAL CHURCH , SOUTH | 


The question of Meth odism and slavery was a phase or the 


% 


—————  - #izrreconcilable conflict,” bringing open rupture in 1844, and two 
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years later the HMethodist Episcopal Church, South was formally 
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established, This has been called the "bisection of the church,” 
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The breach was not healed by the Civil War, Not until 1939 was 
the organic union of the two most numerous bodies of lethodists 


SED > _ actually and happily eonsummated, a union which also included the 


Methodist Protestant Church - this branch did not become esbablisked. 
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in California. : 


Early Activities in California, in California the Southern 


Methodists were active from a very early date, In July, 1649, | E 


Jesse Boring, .of Georgia, was appointed superintendent of the 


Calitornia mission; a month later D,#, Pollock and A.M, Wynn were 
comnissLoned to accompany BOYrIng . 

The 8tory of Southern Hethodism in California is " a record 
of trial and disaster on the one hand,” wrote 5ishop Fitzgerald, 
"and of unconquerable zeal and hard-won success on the other," ; 
The obstacles seemed too ftormidable to be surmounted, especially 
since tne people of California that very year adopted an anti- 
slavery-constitution and were clamoring for admisslon as a tree 
State, Not a few of their leading churchmen were strongly opposed 
to the mission as being unwise, but despite all difficulties, the 
California misslon lived.e 

Dr. orig and assSociates reached San Yrancisco in the middle 
of April, 1850, Boring was to labor in the metropolis, as 


Superintendent; Follock was assigned to Sacramento, and Wynn to 


Stockton, But Pollock, "a man beloved by all who knew him,” was 
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compelled to leave on account of failing health, and in 1851 he 
died. Tthe Sacramento Church languished, but revived under its new 


leader, W., Rk, Gober, whose godly wife collected over $1,000 in a 


few days from business men and miners tor the cause. ; s 
The church suttered immeagurably trom the stigma of the name 
"Zouth”: to most people that meant both sectionalism end slavery. 


Try as they would, the leaders could not explain it away. They 
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were branded as a "pro-slavery church," called g8ecession, and their 


-» 


right to ecclesiastical existence on this coast was challenged... 


Other religious organizations had little or no s8ympathy for them 
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| But an the midst of miSrepregentati on and zeentog defeat, the 


_- —— 


| heroic band, undee the leadership of Dr, Boring, determined to 


do everything in their power to brins success to their fixed 


principles . | 
Hs Pacific Annual Gonference. Although it was a desperate | 


adventure, the Southern Chur ch organized its Annual Conterence, | 
called the Pacitic Conterence, in April, 1852, an earlier date 

by the better part of a year than that of tne Northern Church, 

Eighteen members responded to the call. On the 15th of april 

the conference was edclared duly organized - the first Annual 

Conference of Hethodists west of the Kockies, Numberous committees 

were appointed, including one on education; and provisilon was made 

for: a college and four high s chools., The first Southern Hetnodist 

Church wholly built and dedicated in Calitornia Was that in »an 

Jose, in the autumn of 1852, 


The membership of the tirst session of the racitic Conference 


included two presiding elders, twenty preachers on circuit and 


| - 8tation, and geven local preachers, with a total membership of 294. 
2 A year later the membership had increased to 568, with twenty Local 
: preachers, 
+ ————the pioneer missionaries of different denominations were WEr0 


mos ly young men, with. some DIELET MICS but with their lite work 
- in the future, hey came as real tounders: there were no organized 


churches end congregations for them to come to - literally they 


SLES _ were builders. Contronted by unique, exciting conditions - frenzied 
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gold hunters, without family or hone restraints, rapidly snirting 


| Population - they pertorce adapted themselves to actual situations, 
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They preached sometimes "under the trees, in the miners' cabins, 
in s8aloons, ten-pin alleys, and gambling houses."” "They did not 
wait for opportunities-they made them," 

varly Hetnodist preachers had considerable traveling to do. 
The stage was not often uned - cost too Mach. hHoresback riding 
was very common ; and there Was a great deal of plain walking. It 
was not uncommon to walk ten miles, or even Titteen to twenty, to 
£411 an nat tags. there was genuine hospitalilty -t ine iew 
Christian homes, and the hardy miners were not slow in showing 
their appreciation oft the parson!s devotion s. 

The usual compensation in money for the preachers was pitiftully, 
5 ometimes incredibly low. As an illustration, a junior preacker 
received the gum of $75.00 "tor his arduous services during the 
year," 

Prominent among the early leaders of the Southern Church was 
John C., Simmons, who with three other missionaries arrived in San 
Francisco tebruary 26, 1852, Later Dr, Simmons was. a protessor 


at racitic letnodist College tor tour years; but he is best known 


as author of The hHistory of Southern vethodism of the raciiic Coast, 


publisned in 18806, 
the second annual meeting of the racitic Conterence was neld 

in San Jose, in April, 1853, in rebruary of the following year 
the third conterence was neld, in Stockton, +*he year 16855 was 
characterized as Na year of great toil and of many Successes.," 

At this tine O, P., titzgeraid was transterred in, trom Georgia. 
by his exceptional ability, nis nobility of character, and his 
unremitting labors, fitzgerald, later bishop, won the tToremost 


place among all the representatives of the hetiodist Lzpiscopal 
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LEA visit of »ishop W. K, Kavanaugh in 1856 proved to be an 
tion and great encouragement to the laborers in California. 
His magnetic personal charm and unusual power and pathos in the 
pulpit were qualities that caused congregations to receive him 
Joyously as he visited many centers, The Bigshop's Second visit 
occurred during the Civil War. *he circumstances oft his technical 
arrent are 1llustrative of the s8ituation prevailing at that difficult 
time in California, His visit was of great benetit to the Church. 

After the flush times in the mines there was an ebbing of the 
tideminers gradually receded into the valleys and the settled citzs. 
Agriculture and commerce were gaining the ascendant, FHerceiving the 
[new trend, the church transterred its cniefr emphasis to tne more 
populous centers, VWithin a few years the vethodist Church, South 
had given up its work in Nevada City, Grass Valley, Plzcerville, 
Auburn, Columbia, and several other mining toms. 

the anomalous situation created by the activities of both 
branches of the Keth odist Church in California was a matter of 
concern as early as 1856, waen an initial step was taken by the 
anus] vonference of the Methodist &2piscopal Church looking toward 
union. Committees were appointed to confer on the Subject. The 
| Northern Conference agreed that it would Wat its next Sesslon re- 
ceive and recognize such members of the PFacitic Conference... as 


may offer themselves for membership in the California Conterence," 


this FEPIRTN ATM. as declined: as Dr, Simmons saw it, "This was 


eimply a proposition to s8wallow us whole," SN 


Other overtures were made , but: the Southern leaders claimed 


that their Northern brethren would: not entertain any "proposition 
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A 
of mutual concession,” concluding tnat the episode revealed "a 


necessity tor our organization on this coast, and that we were 


doing a work that no others could or would do for us." 
In anticipation of the troublous times, a pastoral letter had 


been sent to all members, waich contained these words of counsel: 


Our advice... is to obey the laws of the land and —= 
worship the God of your fathers.... Avoid carefully | 
exciting discussions and entangling associations., Give 
no occasion for ottense, CULultivate peace with all men, 
Do your whole duty to God and your country. 
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Pacific Hethodist College, In 1859 the Pacific Conference 


resolved to establish a college of nizh grade, deemed "a de- 
nominational necessity.” The proposition from the tom ot 
Vacabille, with buildings already Turnished, was accepted, though 
gubsequent events proved tne location there to be a mistake, The 
Student body was small, the tinancial problem constant and severe, 
In 1865 the main building was gdestroyed. by tire, believed to 
be of incendiary origin. The devoted president, W, it, Luckey, an 
educator oft exceptional ability, resigned shortly tnereatter tc 
become principal of California's first State Normal School, tHe was 
Succeeded by > 9 Þ izhomas, who continued as president until the 


College was moved to Santa iosa, in 1871, where it entered upon a 


more prosperous career. 4t continued to tunction until the opening 


-. 
1 _ TTY GSO a Pas 
! 


years of the twentietn century, vut its service became more and 


more restricted; and finelly, in 1922, a balance from its assets 
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was given to Epworth University Church, in berkeley. 


The Church Faper, in the matter of an ofticial organ for Þb 
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the Church South in California the record sShows consideravble = 


irregularity, with interruptions and changes, the first number 


: was issued January 5, 1852, edited by Jesse 
| Although it did well for a time, it was Suspended in 1853 | 
because of inadequate support. 
; , In 1858 0. P. Fitzgerald was elected editor of the paper, to 
be known as Pacific Metnodist; but publication was suspended during | 
: DL the £flood of 1861-62. Revival of the paper was earnestly desired, 
and in 1865 Fitzgerald was again elected editor, this time ot The 
- | | ian Spectator. For three years the editor continued the 
- | Spectator 2 iis private enterprise; but in 1868 the conference 
adopted it-as oftiicial organ, Further migunderstanding arose. 
4 | In 1870 reorganization was effected and the name changed back to 
Pacific Methodist, with Wick B. Parsons as s0ole editor, From 
| 1898 to 1934 the paper continued with regularity under the name 
| Pacific Hethodist Advocate. It was finally discontinued because 
the publishing agents deemed that the Calitornia interests might 
- be more economically served by contributions in the nationally 
circulated Chris tian Advocate, publisned at Nashvilles 
| SOME LEADING Z2LIONt&k LAYMEAN 
No words af appreciation can be too high it or the efforts of 
*; Farnm that 8mall group of HMethodist preachers--their sacriticial lives 
: | were beyond praise. But the development of a religious organization, 
ls as well as the building of houses of worship, required the personnel 
EN, | as well as substance that only a Loyal laity could 8upply. ihe 
x 4: 4 large contributions of leading laymen constituted a significant 
SG | Factor in the establishment of Methodism in early California. 
EE | | | | F- 
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= 
Perhaps most conspicuous of all was Annis Merrill of San 


FrancisCo., A graduate of Wesleyan University, he reached 


California in the summer of 1849, and immediately became highly 
SUccesstul as an attorney, He found religion the chief source 

of his enthusiasm, Lt was he who drew the Tirst charter ior 

the University of the racific, and he served as a member oft its 
board of trustees for' forty years, Hany were his contributions 
to the struggling churcn, pernaps chiet of a1l his great fund of 
legal knowledge and experience. te lived to be more than ninety- 
five years o1d. The example and influence of Judge herrill were 
incalculables 

' Captain Joseph iram must also be accounted a conspicuous 
leader among founders. Ftor many years he was active in First 
Church, San Jose, where he was a member of tne "class" organized 
by Elihu knthony, Captain Aram s&erved as a delegate at the State 
Constitutional Convention at Monterey in 1849, and later was 
active in many civic attialirs., 

\Another whose name is prominently identitied with Hethodist 
toundations in California was Judge Craven P, Hester, described 
as "an excellent specimen of a Uhristian lawyer,” He was Specially 
helpful to the church at San Jose, and in establisning Methodist. 


schools. As Judge of the District Court in 1851 he hed a wide 


Jurisdiction and far-reaching influence. 


William Grove Deal, trained to be a physician, located at 
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Sacramento, As a local preacher his first germons were delivered 


on a barque in the river, In the 8umnaer of 1949 he greeted 


Superintendent William Hoberts: later he was visited by William 


Taylor, As a public official he "filled his seat in the legislature : 
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fellow law makers 


A leading figure for many years was Captain Charles Goodall 


- of San Frencisco, 2 pioneer of 1850, te possessed the qualities 
TE of | high Gece , unwavering courage , firm will, and true mannoods 
i” "all pregided over by common 5ense and intelligence.” As he 
| prospered in business nis generous -ifts went also to many other 
- - churches and philanthropic enterprises, including the University 
| of the Pacific, | 
= Among the very first of the iethodist laymen was Jonn Irubody, 
9 | Who was active and helpful in San Yrancisco as early as 1846, Vany 
Z | pioneer preachers and their tamilies enjoyed the nhospitality of nis 
nome , For many years he had the distincetion of being the patriarcn 
: : of the Powell Street Church, 


_ | David Jacks, a native of Scotland, made his home at Monterey 
LY: | He acquired large Tand holdings, , including the site of Pacitic 
Grove, Despite his grutf, eccentric manner, he s8uccored struggling 
churches of Monterey County.- *or many years a wethodist, he later 
became a Fresbyterian, For almost two decades ie served as a 


trustee of 'the University of the 'Pacitic - jointly with Captain 


-was donor of the College Astronomical Ubservatory. 


£ BO Ys Without the loyalty of these men, and other men and women of 
DES © kindred Spirit, their wise counsel and financial support, Methodism!'s 


development would have been greatly retarded. 


7 LO ny METHODIST INSTITUTIONS ALD PRACTICES 
OOO Ros Fen nl nm ee _ | | 

ek . . d ; 

"Class" and the "Love tFeast". One of the distinetive 
RTE ER Fi " ar s of. early Meth odism was of "Class Heeting,” usually held 
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by 


immediately following the morning preaching Service. It was not 
uncommon to organize a small class even before the establishmen t 
of a new church, as a bond to hold members tozether, This happened 
in San Francisco months before the founding af a church, The class 
leader, appointed by the pastor, was selected for his personal 
piety ena Standing in the church - his spiritual leadership Was 
regarded as oft much importance. ; 

It was at the class meeting, whose attendance was not large, 
that members "gave in" their personal testimonies, thus express ing. 
thelr deeper aspirations and cravinzs tor higher Spirituallty. 

The testimonies were interspersed with spontaneous sinzing Iirom 
familiar nymns, AL1t was here that religious emotionalism often 
reached its height, a phase that sonetines militated against its 
real usefulness to tne less-emotionally inclined members. 

The tunctions of the class leader of pioneer days are well 
illustrated from the Church lules of Central vethodist Epis copal 
Church of Stockton: "It is his duty; (1) to inquire how their 
so0uls prosper, (2) to advise, reprove, contort, or exhort as 
occasion may requires," 

the nid-week "rrayer veeting,” more largely attended than tne 
Sunday Ulass, afiorded opportunity for individual testimonies as 
well as prayer and proved a powerful tector in Sustaining the de- 
sired continuity of Vhristian experience. 

During the present generation the class meeting has ceased 
to be in common use, and the mid-week prayer Service has usually 
been either discontinued or moditried in procedure. 


+he institution known as the "love feast" was far more informal 


than the class meeting, for tree fellowship of a group of 
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| individuals =- an  occasion for Song and thanksgiving and spiritual 


ER note believers. The love feast is still in use, though 
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usually only on rare occasions, such as the meeting of the annual 


conference, or in connection with -some special celebration. 


the Camp Meeting. Tnis religious gathering, while not ex- 


clusive to Methodists, was extensively used by them in California. 

In April, 1851, S. D. Simonds organized 2nd superintended at Sonoma 
the first Methodist canp meeting on the, Pacitic Coast. Thousands 
often attended, devoting a week or longer "exclusively to religious 
exercises, living in tents or booths, waich were arranged in circles 
around a rude pulpit or platiorm, and illuminated by nignt by torcnes 
or pine-knots.” ineligious emotionalism sometires reached tne pitcn 
of frenzy. 

The California climate and the pioneer spirit of tne people 
made the camp meeting well adapted to the religious needs of early 
Meth odists. It became an annual feature in numberous favored 
localities, The Southern Church made very extensive use of it. 

But as urbanization developed, these out-of-door gatherings 
gradually fell into disuse; and they are now of rare occurrence 


among California vethnodists. Other and more modern types ot 


.evangelism, the city pulpit, the press, and the radio have taken 


their place - the stentorian voice of the itinerant preacher no 
longer resounds, 
Sunday School. The Sunday: School, meeting ugually immediately 


preceding the preaching service, has always been a chief concern of 


official Hethodiom. The attitude of the Church "is not only one of 


| tender, earnest 80licitude, but als ot wise provision for.spiritual 


| aggreesiveness until every available chi1d in every community is 
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provided with religious education in the Sunday School," 
A $serious problem has been that of finding s8atisfractory teachers 


Willing to donate their services. Until recently the actual teaching 


methods have been far fron ideal. With the introduction of graded 


lessons, and a careful scrutinizing or methods, as well as more 
Scientitically prepared literature. and Supervised institutes, much 
improvenent has been noted, whe ounday S>cnool has become the 


Church ochool, 


Thi OLVIL WAR PanliOD 


The Civil War cast a deep shadow over cnurch activities in 
Calitornia. LSpecially aid the Southern ethodists have to tace 
tragic situations. The old question was brought to sharp focus = 
why was there a "South Unurcn®” in California at ail? As Dr. Simons 
wrote: "ie were misrepresented and misunaerstood almost eVeryWnere..«s » 
tne very word South atteched to our name identities us with 'the 
great evil!, and we have ever to be explaining why we bore the name 
and way we were in this tree State," 

numors and reports of plots by tne "Cnivs"® about seizing the 
state government there were a-plenty. Would California, or a portion 


of it, s8ecede and join the Southern Contederacy? Would there be a 


Paciiic niepublic independent of the United States? Ur, would Calif- 


ornia remain loyal to the Union? There were problems tor the 

Northern Methodists that seemed serious enough; but tar more grave 
situations confronted the Southerners. EHarnest thought was given 
to the question of forming an independent conference, believed by 


many to be a necessity. Difficulties were increased by prevalent 


war hysteria; exhibitions of lawlessness became more frequent. 
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:itic Methodist College building at Vacaville was burned - 
eafter Santa Koga was the home ot the Southern College. 
Th”. - Mbors of the Church were called rebels, charged with Tvenemous 
Do. hostility to the Union.” Bishops could not cone to preside at 
the conference - there was no resident bishbdp in Calitornia. 
: DER | In spite of mental torture, threatened violence, and incredi- 
: X -, ble Suffering, Leaders of Southern Methodism in California displa yed 
remarkabte tortitude and heroism in their endeavor to maintain and 
| advance their Church. In 1860 a membership of 3,393 was reported; : 
in 1869 they were able to report 3,385. Still, 1t is evident that 
the momentum had seriously suttered, the vitality of the Church had 
; | | been impared. And what was then lost was never wholly regained. 
: A But tne Hethodist Lpiscopal Church enjoyed a reasonably steady in- 
2 crease in membership and influence through the years; the Churen 
: South, on tne other nand, advanced more lowly following the 
L vicissitudes of the Civil War, | 
] | Ti SOUTHERN CALIFOwNIA 
; | Tardy Begitinings. For years tollowins tne gold discovery at 
0 Coloma very s1ight prozress was made by «wethodism in Southern 
2... California. Los angeles, 2an Diego, and Santa Barbara remained 
Sleepy Hexican toms. In 1853 Adam Bland, of the Hethodist Lpiscopal 
Is Church, was appointed missionary to Southern Lalitornia, with in- 
structions to travel throught the country and extend the work as 
| he might be able, | —” 
"oe HERE Not until 1867 was a regular charge organized: this "embraced 
þ 6LTy; 1d county of Los angeles.” Two years later they could 
oe "oil C = Tag 


EI bes 
WO. 


A Go ” 


ME 2» Lek 4 Fr 
o 7 we 75 


TAS X60 C 5 IN o 
Yd Rs 5 Ke: 7 


V] 


22 


boast a church edifice valued at 44,000, While in the highly 
active north Methodism was forging rapidly ahead with the mounting 


population, there was little activity in the south, One by one 


new appointments were organized, however; including San Luis Obispo 
(1856), Santa Barbara (1867), San Diego (1869), Ventura (1872), and : 
iiverside (1873), bx 


When in 1875 it was proposed to form an Annual vonference in 


the south, the proposal was thought by zowe to be premature, but 
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the conference was authorized, and its Tirst session was held 1n 
Los knceles September 6-10, 1876, Frevious to that time Soutnern 
Calitornia nad been but a district in the Calitornia Conference. 

The Hethodist Lpiscopal Unurch, owouth nad also showmmn 8Signs of 
activity. In 1855. a pastor was sent to shepherd a 8mall tlock of. 
nine outhern letnodists wh © nad formed a class; but it was not 
until 1867 that real beginnings were made in organized church work. 
Joseph L, Miller, formerly a Nethodist rrotestant, was made pres1iding 
elder while he was "the only preacher of his denomination in the 
three counties of his territory." 


In 1870 the South Church, then claiming ten ministers south 
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ot Tehachapi, tormed the Los Angeles Uonterence, under the guidance . 
of Bishop Wightmen. This conference 'continued to Tunction until 
1922, when the Los Angeles district rejoined the Facitic Conference. 


The second Session of the Southern Calitornia Lonterence of 
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the tlethodist Episcopal Church wes held in Santa Barbara, in 1677. 


Presiding Bishop Wiley was requested to appoint rFrotessor U., >. 


LS. ICE Reid ee iN ., 


Frambes to the Los Angeles Academy, This school, which may be re- 


garded as a Torerunner oft the University of Southern Calitornia, ] 
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Such appeals for the 8ubstantial aid of the Hethodist Church in 


this Conference," 


University of Southern California. At the fourth session, 
Los angeles, September 11-15, 1879, bishop iaven presiding, definite 
announcement of the University project was made. The University of 
gouthern California, now one of the largest institutions of learning 


in America, is a child of a zealous Methodism, Jinterest in a univ- 
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ersity project had been manifested as early as 1871; but it was not 
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until 1879 that plans were brought to fruition. Chief among the 


founders were Robert, Mi. Widney, A, MN, Hough, and 4, F, pence, 

: Generous donors of Roe than 300 lats tor a campus in iest Los 
Angeles, outside the city limits, were Ozro i, Chiles, John G. 
Downey, and Isaiah W, Hellman, Marion MK, bovard was elected first 
president: he and his brother Freeman D, bovard, vice-president, 


x? 


were giyen virtually complete charge for. a five-year perio@, agree- 


ing to accept as remuneration any balance from tuitions, collections, 
and other receipts. the Southern California Conterence of tne Church 
bh adopted the University as the institution embodying the edhfoatictal 

50 Wes : a - 

I interests of the church for that area. 


On October d, 1880 the university opened its doors to students. 


— 5 rims year was 2 time of labor and Sacritice--but a start nad 
been made. At the conclusion of the fourth year (1884) a graduating 
| class of three members received baccalaureate degrees. 
ES A&A great program oft' expansion was launched in the "boom days" of 
£2 the 'eighties, looking to the "iniversity oystem,”" with branches and 
LO 8pecial divisions at numberous strategic points, "hen the boom col- 


ed the University System extended trom the. San Joaquin Valley to 
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Dan Diego. 


the terrible depression was heart-breaking, YVYinances were 
1n a precarious condition; and as the university entered its 
most critical time the devoted president died, in 1891, to be 
Succeeded by Joseph F., Widney, who, after a brief administration, 
resigned -and was followed by George W, White, in 1895, Only ftbur 
years later Fresident White resigned, and Fresiding t1der George 
F, Bovard (a younger brother of the first president) assumed the 
duties of administration: in 1903 he became president. in the 
meantime James tlarmon ioose of Lortlend, New York had accepted a 
professorship in 1896; elmost inmediately Doctor tioose became an 
outstanding member ot the faculty and was a great bulwark to the 
i1nstitution during a most critical period, 

the phenomenal development of the University under Fresidents 
Bovard and iutus von KleinSmid cannot be recounted here: it has 
fully Jjustitried its ambitious name, It remained under the control 
of the vouthern California vonterence 2s a non-sectarian but de=- 
nominational institution until. 1924, waen tie organic relationsnip 
between University and Church was dissolved, tnough a distinet 
Metnodist tradition still persists. 


rFirst Church, Los angeles. #UFirst Hethodist Church-of Los 


Angeles, with a present membership ot-approximately 4,000, is one 


of tne largest and most influential in the the entire denomination, 


It was organized in 1866, After using several houses of worship, 
the churcn edifice at the corner of Sixth and Hill Streets was 
given up in tavor of the present site of vighth and tope Streets. 
Charles Edward Locke, the pastor, delivered his final discourse 


in the >ixth Street Church October 26, 1919, on "Fifty %onderful 
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It was P, F. Brezee, a former pastor of this church, who 


"4, S = 


thodist Church and formed the denomination known 
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the Church ot the Nazarene, Two pastors who had preceded Doctor 


_—_ F 
” W- "- 


i . 


e, both of them distinguished and widely known, were it, 5, Cantine 


and Kobert McIntyre. Succeeding Locke was Ulmer 4, Helms, whose 


record as a money raiser was phenomenal. Roy L., >mith, next pastor 


ot the great church, was atter eizht years, called to be editor of 
| The Christian Advocate: his successor, Harold H., Tippett, after 
Ns _eight years, was elevated to the episcopacy and is now resident 


Bishop at an itrancisco, 


General Conference, 1904, An event of unusual interest was 


the meeting of the General vonference of 1904 of the Methodist 
 Episcopal Church, in Los Angeles. Rapid developments had been 
| clearly implied, and the meeting of the great Church body was 
= highly complimentary to Southern California Methodism, It was the 


| first time General vonterence met 80 far from the center of church 
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population, 
More than seven hundred delegates assembled, and the sessions 


— ________eoentinued throughout most of the month of vay. Sieniticant actions 


- included the election of M, G, narris as missionary bishop to Japan 
fog "and Korea and the appointment of J, WW, cdamilton as resident bishop 
— for another quadrennium. The Los Angeles meeting was pronounced a 


OR Rh. RR ENTERPRISES THAT FALLED 
POE. __ Briggs Brothers! Dream. Arthur ti. Briggs, son of lartin C0. 
POD Mo: , | 
nga Ss, was well on his way to a place of preeminence wnen he met 


ER ES es tn OR 
—  — disappointment and frustration that proved alnost tragic, te had 
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: Sa : — conference of "maximum good and the minimum of friction and difficulty! 
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enjoyed exceptional educational advantages; had been in London study- 
ing the methods of Hugh Price Hughes in the field of applied 
Christianity. The SUFgINg crowds on Harket Street; Dan Francisco, 
Tascinated him, te "dreamed of a Methodist center. the re, With a 5 
wide, brilliantly-lighted, street-level dn irancs, to house a Sunday = _ +: 


long and week-round presentetion of tine music, popular lectures, 


and evangelice]l preaching.” In 1901. he and his younger brother 
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erbert Jointly undertook the pastorate of Central Church, agreeing 


to accept one salary between tnem., 


the Institutional Church was leunched, "full steam anhead.,"” 
Attendance increased at once, :.etropolitan Temple was leased., 
The music, the novelty, the informality began to attract members 
of other congregations as well as strenzers on the streets, But 
things moved too fast. the resident bishop reached the conclusion 
that the enterprise of the Briggs vrothers must be abandoned Tn 
the interest of harmony and regularity." 

Deeply grieved, the popular pastors withdrew from the Von- 
ference: arthur went to his ranch in the vanta Uruz Mountains: 


erbert entered upon a business career, the Calitornia Conference 
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lost two of its most alert, forward-looking leaders and oan Francisco 


Methodism lost a -olden opportunity for leadersnhip in soclal 


| 
| 


Christianity that has never reappeared with equal promise. 


Temple Church and Taylor Hotel. The great earthquake and fire 
' of april, 1906, struck the churches of San YFrancisco a very heavy 


blow. +*he- calamity that wiped out Tive Square miles of the compact 
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city brought destruction to three of the.city's leading Hethodist 
churches = howard Street, Central, and California Street, During 


twenty years kethodism was unable Tully to regain the strength it 
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» The former Central Church held 
| worship in eight different edifices no one of which sne owned. 
At the close of World War I in 1915s, in connection with the 
"Centenary Campaign" of the genera]. church, the idea of a magnil- 
ficent combined downtown temple and hotel project took deiſinite 
form. There were tie precedents of DrO0a away Temple of New Lork City 


and the Chicago Temple, &A splendid site was secured on the corner 


of KeAllister and Leavenworth Streets. The huge enterprise involved 


a merger of tour churches; Howard Street, Central, Wesley, and 


California Street, The enthusiasm for the project is largely ex- 
pleined by the business optimism of the period, 

To Walter John ("Jack") Sherman was assigned the herculean task 
or promoter-pastor. William Taylor was honored in the name of the 
towering hotel, called William taylor itlotel for the "rlaming Torch" 
who for seven years nad been San Francisco!'s pioneer street preacher. 
William 


"Temple *ethodist &piscopal Church and Laylor hotel,” de- 


clared Sherman, "will represent the aspiration and culmination of 


practical, civic, social, architectural, and religious values." 


Ferhaps no one could nave clearly toreseen tuae colossal dif- 


fuculties involved, +*ne_ buildins was erected at a tine of excessive 


D_ 


__c08ts, following the World war, +he financiel crasn of 1929 reduced 
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occupancy of the hotel to as low as thirty percent - eighty percent 
was necessary to meet the heavy overnead expenses. Property esti- 


mated to be worth two and three-quarters million dollars piled up 


an indebtedness of almost two million dollars - and conditions 
rapidly worsened. 
In 8pite of his devotion and hard wrk, night and day, the 
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undoubtedly tended to shorten his lite. | 

In 1931 Edgar A, Lowther was appointed pastor, Just at the 
time when the nation's greatest depression was engulfing the 
American people. The noble institution coald not withstand tne 
enormous pressure of those dark depression days - it was too heavily 
encumbered. tinally, at Ttoreclosure proceedings, the property was 
purchased by the bondholders! committee for 500,000, and with deep 
Sorrow the 4 #ethodist Uhurcn yielded poss8ess8ion., The vision that 
failed had cost close to a million dollars, However, the courage 
and morale ot the brave flock were maintained, oince 1937 taree 
difterent places of worship have been used, First vongregational 
Lhurcn, Native Dons Auditorium, and ocottish kites Building. 

oteps nave been taken to recover for the church the s8anctuary 
unit, with appurtenances thereot, trom the Federal Government, the 
present owner. This Will require a special act of Congress. the 
present omer. _ This will require a s8special act of Congress. The 
present pastor, i, Urman ihoberts, id diligently at work on the 


project. 


Trinity Auditorium, An iten of special interest in the nistory 
of the #ethodist mouth, Uhurcn in Los anzeles was the bold =ettempt 
to s tart a great institutional church and hotel at the corner of 
ninth Street and Grand Avenue, Los ingeles. In certain respects 
the dttempt paralleled tne iaylor vaur en and tiotel enterprise of 
the Northern Church in van {rancisco. The Splendid structure, with 
its Trinity auditorium, was finally lost to the cnaurch, but under 


the consecrated leadership of U.v, Svelecman, later to become. president 


of Southern Methodist University of Dallas, Texad, desirable property 


was acquired et Twelfth and Flower otreets, where the large Trinity 
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2+ ook ered functions under the pastorate of energetic kobert 
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M TaAVDIST LEADERS 


_ Institutions being but the lengthening Shadows of great men, 
-it Seems appropriate to Pass 1n rapid review the names of prominent 
Methodist leaders in California, chiefly active subsequent to pioneer 


times, FHtor each individual mentioned, there were numberous others 


E every whit as loyal and devoted, if not as conspicuous, 
Men of the Ministry. Few had "a larger influence upon the 
; church for more than half a century than did tienry C, Zenson,”" A 
California pioneer of 1852, he left the impress of his character as 
pastor, presiding elder, editor of two advocates, thrice delegate to 
General Conference, "everywhere the sane patient student, hardworking 
minister of tne Gospel, and devoud, consistent follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ."” His" influence on the conference was profound. 
William S, turner, after several pastorates and service as 
; protessor in the University of the Pacific, acquired omership of 
| Napa Collegiate Institute, in 1861, in 1870 tne Institute was taken 
: | over by a Conference, Lit remained under tietnodist control through- 


PLE _out the remainder ot its history, as Napa Collegiate institute until 


—_———_— Eo TTY 


1885-86, then as Napa College until its consolidation with the Univ- 


ersity oi the Facific, in 1895-96, 
Charles V. Anthony came to California in 1855, and was a faith- 


RT  Ful minister until his death, in 1908. We are specially indebted to 


Ld 


him for his book, Fitty Years of Methodism, which deals with the 
history of the Methodist Episcopal Church in California to 1897. 
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Greenbury Ross Baker combined in himselt the qualities of | 7. 
clergyman and business man, For a time he conducted a select 


school tor boys at %arysville, Untering the active ministry, he 


became agent for the California Christian advocate, iis marked 
SuUccess let to his selection as agent tor the University. He was 
instrumental in liquidating the w20, UOU debt and in launching an X 
endowment campaien, iis greatest service Was in plenning and 
carrying out the project tor tie Lollege Fark Campus, ihe insti- 
tution was moved trom the Santa VLlara site, with hopes of a hand- 
some endownent from the gale of lots. vollege Park remained the 
Slte Tor the College until 1924, when the city of >tockton became 
1tS new home, 

FF, F, Jewell was transferred into tne California Conference 
in 1872, His pastorates included Howard Street and >impson Memorial 


Churches, in San Francisco, He labored with great patience and un=- 


yielding persistence, often in the tace of serious difiiculties. 


ConsSpilcuous work was done as Tinancial agent and Unancellor of the 

University ot tne Faciftic, being the most responsible individual 

in brinzins about actual consolidation or the educational interests. 
No minister of tne California innuaT Conference reached a 


higher standing or won more universal esteen than Zlbert Rt, Dilles 


= 


A native of Illinois, he was transferred to Calitornia in 1673. 

He served numerous churches with great acceptability. Under his Long 
ministry rirst Church, Oakland, was regarded the leading appointment 
of the Vonference, Viis success in the minietry," declared Anthony, 


Thas not been sSurpassed by any menber of the California Conterence," 


— 


Not only was he a preacher of exceptional ability; he also excelled 


as a lecturer and civic leadger, and his ardent patriotism brought 


_ Plaudits from judges, senators, governors, and community leaders 

| of all classes, He was fearless and straighttorward. Always 
| eourteous and respecttul, he never dipped his standard or curried . 
favor, The friend and servant of all, "tie was a prophet, standing 


in the open; ne was a reformer unatraid,®" 


z 


m 
- 


Edward FF. Dennett was a pioneer in social Christianity, A 


(t-" © 07 PAS; Be 


> 


rounder. of the SHethodist Federation tor vocial Service, he was 


among those.who introduced tne Good vill industries into ULalifornia; 


rw ud? 


» 408 14 


he served as president oft tne Anti-Saloon League, editor of the 


Calitornia Christian Advocate, was repeatedly a delegate to General 


Conference, and was tound tignting valiantly Tor civic righteousness 
in San tracisco during the critical days ot 1906. 
> ; For James N, Beard, college presideiit, to the writer of thiis 


Sketch, words cannot express tne gratitude Telt tor tne initluence 


- 


of nis lite and teachinsz, ile was president of wnapa vollege, then of 


ad 


the consolidated University of tne Pacitic., A&A native of indiana, 


before ne was thirty he had won front renk among pulpit orators and 
pastors. te came to Calitornia in 1884, to be pastor of Central 


KEE ' Methodist Church, San rrancisco, In 1896 he resigned the presidency 


—_ - of the University of the Facitic and for a year engaged in special 


 ———————_—__—___n___—_—_ 


in. London. tie became president ot van tramcisco lhational 


SA Training School, wlcn posltion ne held to the time or nis death, 
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in 1904, Dr. beard possessed all the elements of the neroic and 


manly Chris tian,” ie was called "the St. John of the Conterence , " 


— — (OOTY FER -gr_ wa av” 


— No colleague knew him better than nis Iriend Dr, Uille, who said: 


= 
b 


11 the men it has been the writer's privilege to know, Dr, 


_ Beard possessed, all things considered, the most symmnetrical and 
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FS Tay C, Knoles was the resourceful president of the College 


nonensl progress under his capable administration at the new Llo- þ 

cation in otockton was quite transtorming in character. : 
Frederick J, vasters, as a young missionary in Canton had ; 

experience Wnilch admirably fitted him for heading tne Metnodist : 

work among tie Chinese of van rrancisco, ithis enterprise was be=- 

8et wWitn gerious ditiiculties, vNevertheless, betore the end of 

the nineteentn century the Uhinese district of the church included ; 

S1x pastoral appointments, with upwards of 2UU members and pro- E 

bationers, and five Sunday »chools, Dr, Hasters met untimely death 

before reaching tne age ot titty. 

Phe work of 4, UV, Harris among the vapanese was outstanqging = 
he was deeply venerated by tne Uhristian Japanese, His election as 
missionary bisnhop, in 1904, was received with great joy. 

Others deserving mention include Utis LGiIbson, Tor bis WOrk in 
developing tne ULalitornia Uriental Mission, and Thomas rilben, as | 
director of the Chautauqua meetings at racitric urove, : 

Conspicuous among tne leaders of Hethnodism of pvouthern Calitornia | 


were M, MK, -ovard, first president of the University -of Southern 


Calitornia; A, MN, tilough, who served taitnftully in several different 
capacities aiter missilonary duty in Montana; Will 2, knighten, who 
entered the ministry in 1873, and as pastor, presiding elder, Univ- 


ersity or Southern Calitornia trustee and cnaplain at the Soldiers ' 
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National tome, ministered to multitudes; Dzra A, Healy, pastor, 
trustee, and revered Dean of the School of weligion, U.,S.U,; J., B, 
uUreen, brotherly pastor and consistent worker in tinancial campaigns, 2. 


C 


on numerous committees, and as university trustee; 211i kevlisnh, who 
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c and as pastor of large churches, endeared himself to many 


aplain of the Soldiers! home; Matt 5, iughes, preeminent 


*. 


pay pulpit orator of #irst Church, Pagadena, a man of big rain and 


exceptional personality, who was called to the episcopacy. Ut 


- 


all the Southern *eth odist leaders unquestionably tne preeminent 
name is U, F, Fitzgerald, whose consumnate ability was matched only 
by his unwavering loyalty to a great cause., Shortly atter the 


Civil War he was elected State Superintendent of tublic Instruction,. 


. 


Later he was made bishop. Other names of prominence, in addition 


to those mentioned in the context, include #%, i, Nelson, as editor 


a” 


of the Pacific Hetnodist, Ocenatn tisher, Grover Emmons, L. Us. 


i 


Renfro, L, P. Shearer, and A, MN, bailey, 


Laymen. +4t is doubtful it there was any whose devoted services 


to the Church through many years exceeded those of nolla V., watt, of 


Sf 


"g 


Dan trancisco, While building his fame and tortune in the world of 


% 


business he adhered rizgorously to nis religious ideals, He nad tne 
nead of a Successtul business man, tne 8S0uld of an artist., Hany 


; __ and fartlung were his good works, in the church and out of it. As 


vunday School teacher, church trustee, lay delegate to the Annual 


erence and to the General vonterence, president of the board 


of trustees & the College of the Pacific - and many another board - 


- 


x Watt 8tood without'a peer. Hethodism in Calitornia could not have 
been the 8ame without tolla V. Watt, 
= 5. Alred Jd, Wallace, one-time Lieutenant-Governor, was a leading 


Stee and patron of the University of Southern California, In the 
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erance and missionery movements he became prominent, Peter 
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mr np ny auncey Dunn of Sacramento maintained places of leadership 
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during long terms of years - their names were knom throughout 
the California Conference. Samuel E., Holden and Lewis Jd, Norton, = 
prominent business wen of Napa, were extremely nelprul to the 2 


church at large and as trustees of Napa College. J. D, Kellogg 


of Neweastle devoted must tine and strength to the promotion oft 
tne church program througn many Vears. 

William M, Bowen, Los angeles attorney, was actively identified 
with--the development ot Jniversity Church 2nd of the: University of 
Southern California, His greatest service resulted from his long, I 
Successtul tight to clean up old agricultural rark and in Tounding 
the great azxposition rark, adjacent to the University campus, Aa 
leading cultural and recreational center Ilor tne entire area, 

Uther names are I, G, truman and UV, B, rerkins of van "rancisco, 

J, v, Oakley or Los angeles, tienry French of oan Jose, and tlarry 
Morton of Oakland. | | : 
Women, +ke history of Sethodism in California was by no means 


l1inuited to a record of uethodist men, though perhaps playing a less 


Spectacular role, wits less ofiicial recognition and public notice, 


the wonen of the church nave been its sustaining torce, its very 
life-blood, without which it could not nave continued Uo exist. 
Vne Oz te elect women ot American MeLnodl SM Was MI'S. VEeorge 
0, *obinson, president of the omen: s lions iig5Lonary Society and {| 
head of the deaconess work from its beginning, in 1889, TIt was 
largely throuzh her inspiration end encouragement, during ner visit 
to California in 16389, that the San Yrancisco Treining School was. 
opened, She was conspicuous for her enthusiestic devotion and rine 


leadership. the deaconess work 8g00n became an important phase of 


Methodist SErVIice. 
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world-wide activities of the Woman's Yoreien Missionary Society. 


dirs. Lizzie Glide, a woman of deep piety and complete conse- 


> 


eration, Will always be gratefully remembered for her special £ ; 


philanthropies, especially in making possible tne Ulide Memorial 
Church in down=-towmn San Trancisco, where great elifhecic is placed 
on practical evangelism.. 


But not even tne names & uncounted godly women can ve here LD 


E: recorded. These would include many faithful and willing keepers 
: of the parsonages: in many an instance the preacher's wife was his 
'S 7 best human asset and a good anzel to the church, Gy devoted labors 


E 'f and Sacriricial lives tae women nave wrougnt well in every department 
2 of church activity- nistory has been incalculably enriched. by their 


holy endeavors. 
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__- _  BACIFIC SCHOOL OF RELIGION 


The Facific School of keligion was founded in San Francisco 


- in 1866 on a non-denoninational basis, in 190L it was located in 


Berkeley, where it stands on its sightly campus today, its ex- 
> Pressed purpose a8 a graduate 8chool was to meet the "need for | 


Ra ministers educated in the West and mentally adjusted to conditions - 


4 


of life in a pioneer society.,” While it cannot be claimed as a 


\ p . 
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>» Methodist institution , its faculty includes members of three 


. = 
© 0 % , 
wm \ LR 
g | 4 "4 [3 - \ 
#5 oa . 
4% + £ - _—_ OO 
YL Hel: E: FIST 
ti a *q dn 4 >a 
$48 > J;.7 IJ? | 4.4 = " -y v - . 
AY -« L%. 4 LL Z V 
£ $7 3. 4 & 


» & nl 


— denominations officially designating it as. their West Coast geninary - 
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| Congregational Christian, Disciples of Christ, and Hethodist,. 


tween it and the Hethodist vonference there exists an intimate 
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_ _relationship, as attested by the Conference Visiting Committee 
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and its group of kethodist trustees. it is distinctly stated 


that Pacific School "is ecumenical in spirit and practice." 


: CHURCH UNION = 
3 | 
Through tne Northern Church and the Southern Chur ch were both : ; 
Lpiscopal vethodist, there had developed special points of emphas1s 3 
and patterns oi operation tiat tendea to erystallize, with an 1n- 
evitable inertia that kept the brances separate., Nevertheless the - | 
1 $ 
| Spirit of unification was abroad in a shrinking world, a spirit 1 
which ultimately prevailed, and the clear logic of tie situation 
became actual tact waen, in 1939, after 8ix years of litigation, 
there was accomplished tne organic unity ot we tnree most numerous Z 
branches of Methodism - the #ethodist Episcopal Church, the Kethodist . 
Episcopal Church, South, and the Methodist Protestant Church, : 
Metnhnodism's traditioal TYacility in makin? 2djustments to "the vastly 1 
quickened tempo of the modern age” had again triumphantly asserted : 
itself, oince 1939 former procedures have been vastly modified, : 
though the essence of **ethodism 8till dominates the united church, L 
In California unification was hailed with Joy and gratitudes ; 
acquiescence in tae plan was quite general. otill, there were a I 
' Scattered rew AIXFEconeliabies who continued to raise BASKET: voices 
against the whole plan. Perhaps the mos t influential among re. FOES 


calcitrants has been kobert ("Bob") Shuler, of trinity Churcn, Los 
angeles, one of the larger-congregations of the zenomination. 

Edwin M, vonn, a pastor of the %ethodist ipiscopal Church, 
South before tie unificatio, and a member of the California Confer- 


ence. from 1939 to 1948, being unwilling to accept certain trends 


and modifications, left the annual Conference and. became pastor 
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of the Stockton Evangelical Methodist Churcah and its Western District 

Superintendent. New churches are being organized, and membership 1s 
reported 'to be growing, Tthe primary goal of this branch is evange- 
lism. Its basic reason for separate existence is expressed in Ir. 

Conn's words; "We are the old Hethodist Church in practice as well 

as doctrine,” claiming that the difference comes at the point of 

practice, In the spring of 1949 four churches of this new de- 

nomination were reported in the w%estern District, including one in 


Stockton and one in Monrovia, California. 


GALLY Ultu IA MyTHODiSM IN OUi TIA! 


California Hethodists have been alert to seize opportunities. 
afforded by Special anniversaries or great movements to advance 
the cause of the ehurch. The Twentieth Century Yorward rovement, 
with its goel "the evangelization of the world in this generation” 
gave Special impetus to thousands to consecrate their daily lives 
"for partnership with the Lord in all our work. * Likewise the 
7 _ great Centenary movement, with its 510,000,000 campaign of 1919, 
endorsed by John ik, kKott and directed by >, Sarl Taylor, was 


called the "greatest evanzelicsl movement ever launched in awerica,' 


Deo 7 


_— Work for kacizl Sroups. California hethodism has long been 
Seen in tne African Negro churches, the German and Swedish kethodist 
conferences, and the conferences of the Chinese, vJapenese, and 
Koreans. ork on behalt ot these groups nas continued, not without 
8erious problems, through many years, Conspicuous also nas been 

3 the ministry among the large #exican population, especially in 


Rs ET Southern California, where the work of Vernon McCombs was pArFL i 0u- 


larly 8ignificant. Other racial groups that nave felt _ Lnpact 
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of Methodism include the Norwegians, Danish, Yilipinos, Portuguese, 
Italians, and the American Indians, 

A decade ago the tilipino and Korean churches of the west coast 
Joined tne Lhinese Mission Yonference to become the Calitornia - 
Uriental rrovisional Conference, At the June, 1949 Conference 
8essions, in the Chinese Church in Los Ainzeles, it was voted to 
1ntegrate its churches with tne Caucasian conferences, A special 
committee wes instructed to study the question as to when this 
rar-reacning innovation may be consummated, This action is regarded 
as a highly important step toward tne z0lution of the difficult 


racial problem in tne caurch and in society. 


Present Urganization and Activities. The Methodist Church of 


Calitornia is an integral part of the Hethodist Church in the United 
ptates of America, +4t operates under tne constitution and rules as 


set forth 'in tne otfticial Discipline. 


_- 


California belongs to the Western Jurisdictional Conference. 
There are two Annual vonterences: the Calitornia-Nevada and the 
Southern Calitornia-Arizona Vonterence. Two biships are resident 
in the state: James C, Baker, in Los Anzeles; Donald H., Tippett, 
in San rrancisco,. 4he Northern Conterence contains the following 
districts, each with its ll strict guperintendent: Lentrai, trees, 
Metropolitan, kedwood Empire, acramento, van Jose, and Shasta-Nevada, 
the districts of the Southern Vonterence are: Los angeles, rasadena- 
Long Beach, Glendale, oan bernardino, an Diego, and arizona, 

the activities and organizations of and congected with the 
Meth odist Church have become very numerous, each wWitn its om 
historical s8etting. In this egsay there is space for little: more 


than mention of some leading organizations and activities. 
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Fellowship has superseded the Christian indeavor | 
7 and the Epworth League. Among the numberous activities of 
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2 organized youth are series of Institutes, Youth Caravans, kecreation 


ES Programs, Dramatics, and Youth Teams. The Handbook of the Yellow- 
S ship gives an SES-All picture and supplies basic inthrmation tor 
members and workers. 
: Women's organizations which formerly included Ladies! Aid 


Societies and similar groups are reorganized under the name Woman 's 


| Society of Christian Service, Likewise men's clubs that have had 
various names have yielded to the new general organization called 
: Methodist blen. The Wes ley Foundation, originated by James CU, baker 
- Ws (now bisnop), has as its special Calitornia objective to serve 


4 Methodist students in t he State University, Stanford, and other 
* _ institutions, Chiet centers of activity are at irinity Churen, 


Berkeley, and the Methodist Church at ralo Alto, 


7 | | the Deaconess Board consists of a group of devoted workers 


2 |  ministering tor the distressed and untortunate through many types 


\ 


of service, such as settlement work, secretarial, parish work, 


DT ts and _ others. 
& the Good Will Industries nas cecome a lethodist-sponsored 
: | = institution of vast magnitude, particularly in Southern California, 
under direction of #rederick bi. blair. Its motto is "ot Charity — 
; De os but a Chance." 
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Ys 4 < | | | £ ; 
ES — The Fred Yinch Children's. home of Vakland and tne San rtrancisco 


222 Wathodiet Orphanage exhibit practical ways of "doing the will of God 
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toward the dependent children in our nidst.,”" 


Epworth Hall, Berkeley was rounded under the generosity of irs, 
—— Lizzie H., Glide: it provides 'a Christian home fora linited number 


I CASA 2 TIL: p 
A% IS VAL a ao : l q ; 4 \ 6 ” 
RY LT IST TUES + Ed 4 Dy ft. 4 Sus 4, . wo . «yt : dv 
ns e ES oa LIIT S eRO) a , . = A > , . _ _ 
2 $3 Ro WS I | ws . "v5 dd : , 
- * 2415 On T *n - . n , 


b * * 1 
Bos] ge! , * > a Roby Wc ne ; 
g. \ or 4 0 ns * Z Wong) 7 7 TS. 5 | . . 
" at X m—\ " l f L7 $48 8 \ 3 o 
3 s e's "MF", RL” "—X H LE a > \ We _ iy » LE IE k , 
$3" mo p- Xe w # LEY, 7 h S. wFoR wp NG Et va_gut TIS k 7 ' K 5 
*4 47 \ j  1S* Wh by 9 AP LIE RIPLEY i! wh 3 Fey Erol x &;* FL. o'a- . $ : 
«. Þ * 4 . V 4 m0 FA! CW 2 oa r y ? "% PO A OY 6 , : . . k P 
» G a l " 4 Ld Fey RX #SY by) > F j . 
ODS. < k,  -Þ. 4 & AE -  % OW $94 fg Rd. - Sx EIS be on * : i's : e - 
SOA C2? Ps wi, a 4 dr 7. n > % l L: [ To =! _ IV; COS ST b þ £ , 
C Ri b. YL het Ts 1 ; 8 \ | > 
—_— 4 
% o 9 : LI —» - 4 Were = b £00 4 a *s Þ ou k I - _ \ P k 
\ 4 4 Te * & 0. * - ' . hoes 6 Fa - - 4 . 
j \ - 
»”, f % . 
[ . 


R ", Sprite: l * 
4 3 bes! + at IN -” "x. fg 4 J = FE 
L477 bo Tot iv Bk F< 


- 
. 
” 
4. = 
*, _ 
= 
* = 9. 2 


: 


- +. 
\ 


wm 82% _— ot - . " ﬀ Y - 
: ts on pu wo s. #9 - | p ry b L a » 


w * \ 
#, > V2 ghrG 
© Rolt 


* YO bp. . : k o 
" » Tz oF, > ys o > n 
Oe CIT ERIN, FIRIOIE x 
"_ Y _ [db WIT av {9 wy hed _ þ . 
> F 7 EEO LF K » » 
0 A Rs AS Ob Ap 6 b. MER 


of university girls. Beulah Rest Home, in Zast Oakland, provides 
a comrortable Christian home for elderly people, with its Six 
cottages and spacious grounds, and it is free ot debt. 

The development or the work of the Zoard of Missions and 
Church zxtension is well illustrated by tie building of tne 
Portuguese Chapel in East Oakland and Wesley Chapel in North berkeley. 
Tne Lonterence Deaconess Boerd reports service in numerous centers. 
ine an trancisco national iraining school and Deaconess home was 
 established more than a halt-century ago, . its eller objective. 
has been tne training of deaconesses and other women for miSS1Tlonary 
Service and nome work. 


Metnodist Hospital oft Southern California. among Hethodist- 


Sponsored institutions in Southern Calitfrormia the kethodist Hospital 
must be given nign rank, the original nospital was organized in 
1900 under tne jurisdiction of deaconesses, Sy 191h4 the two=-story 
building on liewitt Street, Los angeles, had become. clearly. inadequate: 
the present site on cope Street was purchased, A4n 1915 tne First 
wing of tie iive-story reinforced concrete nhospital was completed, 
and 8ponsorship was undertaken by the Woman's 40me MISSLONATY 20Cciety.s 
Its present capacity is 206 beds and 48 bassinets: there is also an 
out-patient clinic and a large sCchool of nursing,. Capitalization 
Oftering all the medical services of a general hospital, it is re- 
cognized by the American Medical As880ciation and the American 
hospital Association, 

Control is now vested in the Woman's Society of Unristian 
Service of the Church, the corporation conforms to tne Methodist 


Discipline, being legally recognized as a lethodist-sponsored 
j | | 
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ng rirty years it has operated as a voluntary, non-profit charitable 


A pn: institution without endowment, in rendering its conspicuous social 


= Service it is non-sectarian., Support has come from persons be- 


| lieving in the religious purposes responsible for the building and E 
maintenance of Hvethodist hospitels throughout he country. £ 


War and the International Situation. the desire to Methodism 


ror a lastiiig peace and for universa.l brotherhood is well known, 
There has been no uniform or consistent attitude of the church to- 
ward war or pacifism. A&A considerable minority of young wnethodist 
men in California, as elsewhere, largely under the inspiration of 
pacifristically inclined pastors, were led, tollowing Norld war I, to 
take a definite stand as conscientious objectors; but "rearl harbor 
transformed most Methodists into reluctant perticipants, 
Even 80, it cannot be said that the church put its ofiicial 

Sanction on war as $Sucn; rather tne recent war was viewed as "simply 

a grim and ugly business which needed to be done as quickly as 

possible.” Thousands of fine young Hethodists trained and served 

as chaplains, making a signitricant contribution, Jin no previous 


war were there to be itound such a large number ot weli-prepared 


devoted chaplains - California's quota was a generous one. 


——— PERRTPERF 8 ——#—_—  —— 


The Commission on %orld Peace of the biethodist Church adopted 


May 2, 1949 an important statement on the international s8ituation. 


Wars are essentially bred in the attitudes nd motives of men 
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ar is not inevitable,” Tt declares for equal rights for all 


_erLiess of race, color, creed, or economic status.” The United 


- —_ 
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ystone of our international policy," is commended for 
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its adoption of the Declaration ot Human kights, and the churches 
are urged to "consider ways of implementing it in their communities." 
Urave apprehension is telt with reference to such policies 28 peace- 
time conscription, huge military appropriations, and widespread 
propegande in their benalit, undue military intluence in education, 
Sclence and industry, and "foreign policy which by-passes and there- 
tore weakens the United Nations" -- "The primary goal of Christians 


> v” 
* mn 


is not military defense but tne establishment of peace and world 
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Stetistics., The total number of full members of the Methodist 


Church in the Calitornia-uevada Conference for 1945S is given as 


82,088 (80,775 in California alone) and of the Southern Calitornia- 


ATY3.zO0na vonterence as 147,253 (131,215 in California only), The : 
numbers enrolled in t he Sunday Schools were 62,990 and 109,208; 4 ; 
total 172,198, Amounts paid to pastors -and assistants were $671, 742 
and 4868,362; total $1,540, 10k. Church benevolences amounted to 
$278,304 and $708,360; total, $986,364, The figures tor 1948 in 


eacn case represent a substantial increase over tnhose tor 1947, with 
tne exception of benevolences ior »woutnern Lalitornia, where a de- 
crease Was reported, ine property beloneing to the church is worth 
meny millions oft dollars. 


Thus it is apparent that LCaliftornia Methodism today, with its 


211,980 members (not counting 3,929 more in the"Latin American. 
Provisional annual Conference”)is not only one of the largest and 


most 8igniticant religious torces in the commonwealth, but that 


likewise it has come to be an economic factor and a moral torce 3. 
that is beyond calculation. The developments through a century of 3. 
| W 
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time, ' from tne 8light but bold beginnings to present, impressive. | 
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Sions, must be accorded a worthy place in the total nhistory 


o 


atirorale the Golden, 


t of Kethodism Today, California has not escaped 


et 
L +* C % z - 


- | participation in the intellectual battle waged throughout Christ- 
: - ____ endom, beginning in mid-nineteenth century, the citadel of the 
o1d orthodoxy was vigorously assailed by scientists, historians 
Z and critics, who insisted on Scrutinizing the Scriptures in the 


| Same bold spirit and direct manner, With the same Sharp weapons 


as used in relation to other documents, 


Understanding, interpretation, adjustment to the new order 
were a painriul experience - not all were willing to pay the price. 
'Numerous churcnes were 8plit; here and there modern ministers 


were thrust into impossible positions, Sometimes even placed in 


% 


. 


personal jeopardy, Controversies deepened to the extent of calling 


into being certain new church organizations, Sucin as tne Uhurch of 


| the Nazerene, "hioliness" groups, and "Pentacostal” movements, The 
Free Methodist Church has not even yet come into organic union 
with the united Metnodist. Church, 
_ | Nevertheless the dominant note of California miethodism has 
ERS - been and is today that of religion for. today's world; the great 
———. on-flowing current has steadſasvly. borne aloTtt the orizinal banner , 
WD with its insigenia of the cross of Christ and the torcan of learning. 
OD - Thnere are many obstacles yet to be surmounted, doubtless many 
| Sacrifices yet to be made; but heresy trials have become almost an | 


 —  Mngehromion, great freedom of individual thought is fully vouchsafed. 
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Tippett to the Los angeles and San Francisco areas, prespectively, 


—_ 


and the election of Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam, of the New York area, | 


. 


Pp, 


an honored native of tne Golden tate, to the American presidency 


| of the World Federation of teligion. | 
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i METHODIST EPISCOPAL, AFRICAN MPTHODIST TPISCOPAL 7ION AND COLORED 


METHODIST EPISCOPAIL, CHURCHBS 
Ar tizhis UW- Tordan Z | 

Negro Churchmen have been in the state of California since its beginning, 

coming with the first edition in 1535, Historians mention a Negro Priest as 


a part of the exploring party. Independent Negro Methodist Bodies, however , have 


f " 


been established only zimemz a little more than a hundred years, in the state. of 
these there are three. When John Mesley organized the first Methodist Society in 


London in 1739, he had no idea of starting a 8eparate church, but of starting a 


2 


reform movement in the established (Fpiscopal) Church. His movement grew, how- 


ever, and gpread to America, The first American Methodist Episcopal Conference 


was held in December 1784. All other branches of Methodism have grom out of it. 


As a result of "unkind treatment! at the hands of their white brethern, 
Negroes belonging to St. George lMethodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, gathered 
themselves together in 1787 under the leadership of one Richard Allen, a local 


preacher, and Firned another congregation to worship under the banner, "God, our 


Father, Christ, our Radeemer, ian, our Brother". They resented having been pulled | 
= being 

from their knees at the altar of Sth, George! s Church, and/requested to wait until 

the white members of the church had finished their commmion. The God they worshipped 


was no 'respectior of person! 80 this new movement grew and 8peedily found 8upporters 


" in other communities. In 1816 the African iethodist Fpiscopal Church was fully or- 
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ganized ina General Convention held in Philadelphia, Pennslyvania. , 


by a leyzman, Peter Williams, a group of Negroes withdrew from the Methodist 
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Church in New York City about 1796, because they were faced with similar 


0 4 p FM : 0 l . _ ? 
Þ y —Fp+ag—— mY IG +" "_ * y > ioÞ> Slog er 4 —_ ” 
= - bl ; _ 


unpleasant and undhbristian conditions. This mnovement grew up separately 


4n 1820 Was organized as the African Methodist Episcopal 730n Church. For many 
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years before the Civil War a large number of Negroes in the South were members of 


the Methodigt Fpigscopal Church, later the Wethodist Episcopal Church, South. But 
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; after the Mar the Methodist Episcopal Church, South desired to ot its Negro mem- | | 
bership apart in an independent organization, 80 the Colored Methodist Episcopal ; 
Church was organized as a 8eparate body in December L 370, in Jackson, Tennessee. 

Thus «three branches of \iethodigm have growm up among Negroes in America, Despite 


the designation Whfrican" and NColored" these Churches do not exclude professed 


Christians of any rarxzxfx 80-called race or color from their nembership. 


The African 'ethodist Tpiscopal General Conference of 1340 appointed the Rev. 
#illiam Paul Quinn to the office of MMissLonary to plent churches in the far West!. 
He organized churches as far west as I is880uri, During Une oucceegaing decade 
churches of th denomination were plenied farther and farther west. The first 
Methodist Church in California among Negroes was organized at Sacraments more than 
8 hundred years ago and was received into the Indiana Conference of the african 
Methodist Fpiscopal Church in its 1851 Annual meeting. One Discipline, one Hymnal, 


and a few copies of the Christian Herald, the official publication of the denomina- 


tion, were ordered sent to the church. Charles Stewart, a local preacher, estab- 
1ished the church in San Francisco., He 88iled from New York, arriving in San Fran- 


cisco February 11, 1852, He held a prayer meeting on Sunday February 14ths on 


Wednesday, with a committee of two others, found a place to neot, ordered a pulpit 

and 8ixteen benches made;and ,on Sunday February 218 the house was dedicated and 

Sacrament administered by the Rev. George Taylor (white) of the Methodist Fpiscopal 
Church, KA lot was leaged on Stockton Street and a contract) entered into for the c 


erection of a church to cost $900.00. The church was paid for in cash and on August | 
3th, the building having been completed, was dedicated by the game Rev. Taylor. i 


x2” 4 Dice; 


Later the Rev. T. M. D. Ward was as88iezned to the "{ igsion fiels of the Pacific 


2% ron 


NS 
Coagtn and by the Fall of 1864 churches als existed in Marysville, Grass Valley, 


Placerville and Coloma, and the California Conference was organized by the Rt. Rev. - —— 
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 Tabez Pitt Campbell. The first Los Angeles congregation was started in 1872. It 
Negro ee 20 ro of any denomination in the city. Tt was organized 


WE Sy Bp hehe 


$ Ip j a came to iter in 1851 as a slave, driving a herd of 8heep behind 
an cid gruart wagon train. She g8ecured her freedom through the Los Angeles courts in 


1856 and by 1866 had saved enough money to purchase these two lots on Spring Street. 
This church purchased firs8%,property on Azuse Street and erected a building during 
the pastorate of ans Rev. Jordan Allen. The present structure, erected in 1903 by 

| | _the Rev. J. E. Edwards, is located at Eighth and Tome Avenue. It was built from 

| plans brought back from England where the Rev. Edwards went as & delegate to the 
1900 Ecumenical Convention. A $100,000 Youth Center and Educational unit adjoinin g 


was erected by the. present minister, the Rev. Frederick D. Jordan. Plans for it 


| were dram by Mr. Paul R. Williams, famed architect, who is a Trugstee of the church, 


The membership of the church 1s now more than 3,000. 


The African Methodist Fpiscopal Church has two Conferences in the State, the 


California, with churches in the Northern part of the State, and the Southern Cal- 
Ez-3 ifornia, with the churches South of the Tehatchapi Mounteins, a totsl of 64 churches 
and a reported adult membership of 1T, 580 These Conferences arem part of the 


| Fifth Episcopal District of the church and are presided over by the Rt. Rev. D. 


| Ormonde Walker. This District supports and mainteins a Mos8pitel and is a part of 


a contributing area for one of the educational institutions of the church - Wilber- 


d. 
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The first African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church was established in San Fran- 
cisco about ninety-five years ago and its California Conference was organized in 


2 CON 1868 by Bishop J. J. Clinton. There were nine preachers present, many of them 


: Yo visitors. This Conference recorded three churches and 108 members. This denomina- 
TEN bs 
tion is now presided over by Bishop William Cornelius Brom and has twenty-two 


SE churches, and including baptised chilaren, a total of 5,195 members, 
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The first Western work of the Colored Methodist Church was organized in 


El Paso, Texas in September 1909, Bishop C, H. Philli ps was elected by the General 


Conference of 1902 and expressed a desire to develop the work of the church in 
the Western area. By 1910 there were four churches and a new Conference - the 
California Misslon Conference - was organized by Bishop Phillips. The Congrega- 
tion Located in Santa Monica was the oldest and the other three were located in 
Los Angeles, Oakland and Alameda, This first Conference had a membership of 
"nine Sraretiiog preachers", The membership of the denomination th that period 
was recorded as 140. This Conference now is knom s$Sinply as the California Con- 


ference and lists twenty-nine churches and a total membership of 1,681 persons. 


The Methodist FEpiscopal Church, now called the Methodist Church has Several 
| | which is 
congregations composed entirely of Negro members, mention of whighywii+-be nade 
in the 8ection on the Methodist Church. OF the three independent Negro Methodist 


Church bodies to be found in California there is a total of 115 congregations with 
a membership of 294, 456. 
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OO —> THR FREE URTHODIST C 
_ W.C - Rernslds 
of a controversy ring the middle of the last 


RCH 


Pri CY” and practise of early Metnodiam, B. T. Roberts and gev- 
eral other conference preachers and a number of laymen were tric-d 
and expelled or otherwige removed from membergship in the church. 
The drastic meagures uged by the conference leaders to stamp out 


what they called "Nezaritiam,” gerved to fan the flames and many 


re followed thoge expelled and withdrew from the chureh, The 
articles, "New School Methodiam," which served as the basis for the 
trial and expulsion of lr. Roberts, seems remarkably restrained and 
temperate in comparisgon with the fiery denunciations of church pol- 
ity mich we Sometimes hear now. But later leadersnip has pondered 
the leg8ons of Ltoruncs to the advantage of ecclesiastical 801l- 
' 1darity. 

After they had been refugsed readmission to the church, a group 
of these excommuni cants and their friends, numbering 15 preachers 
and 80 laymen, met in Pekin, New York, and organized a new church, 

_ _ August 23, 1860, 
| Two things, chiefly, influenced the gelection of a name. One 


nemo. 


a - of their number had .organized. an independent church wiich he called 


SOL « *Froe® Methodist Church, indicating that all geats were free in 


_— _ - eontrast to the prevailing custom of renting pews. On the questian 


of 8lavery, the 8entiment of the group was strongly abolitionist, 
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ages, old peoples! homes, city missions, and guch like, and eventually 
to launch a missionary enterprise and world program out of all pro- 
portion to their numerical strengtn, 

In the course of time, individual members and preachers began to 
move to the west coast and to California. There is no absolute cer- 
tainty as to the beginning of the work of Free Methodiem in this state, 
One of the Vichigan Conference appointments for 1673 reads, "WV. D. T 
Bi B8hop, missionary to California," But nothing s8eems to have come of 
it, The minutes of the Genegee Conference {New York) of 1675 record 
tne following appointment, "California Mission, G, WV. Humphry, ® He 


may have assisted in raising up the emall class which was organized in 


Jan Francisco in 1375. The follomning year another 80ciety was organ- 


' 1zed in Pacheco by Rev, F. H, Horton, who had lately joined the San 


Pranci 8co church, 

ith the coming of General Superintendent EZ, P, Hart to Alameda in 
1881, the. work of promotion was begun in earnest. The California 
Conference, which included tne entire state, was Organized in the re- 
cently built Tree Methodist church at San Joge, December 7, 1883, 


"even preachers were enrolled, and tnere were four lay delegates ad- 


mitted by certificate, The new church building, the first of its 


kind in the state, was dedicated in connection with this conference, 
The growth of the conference from this point proceeded 8steadily if 
s6mewhat glowly., 

In 1891 the conf-rence was divided, forming the Boutiern Califor- 


nia Conference from the goutriern portion of the 8i'ate and the state of 


ArYiZONa. General Juperintendent B, T., Roberts organized tris confer- 


ence in Los Angeles on May 21 of that year with four preachers in full 


memb-rship and four on trial. Co. B, Ebey was made chairman over the 


two districts of the hewly formed conference, 


The w rk advanced much more rapidly .in the 20uthern part of the 


state than in the north, In 1903 it had grown strong enough to under- 


| edueational program, and a 8chool was opened that fall on 


acquired campus in east Highland Park, The 8chool, which 


"Los Angeles Pacific College, * has continued to 
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| thrive from Chat time, growing into a hignh 8chool and a fully accred- 


— "x 


ited Junior 001legs, with a four year 8chool of religion. It has a 


mall enrolment of around 200 a year but has enjoyed a high rating 


educationally throughout iths exigtence, 


in the 8tate, outstanding wrk has been done among foreign epeaking 


peoples of the region. - Most important has been that among Spanisn 


gpeaking people. Some early mission work was done among the ikexicans 


of Los Angeles, but it was not until an able young man, B, H, Pearson, 


took over the work around the' year 1920 triat much progress was made, 


From a 8mall beginning, it grew rapidly into 80 large a work that it 


was found necessary, in the matter of ten or twelve years, to gepar- 


ate it entirely from the American work. Accordingly, a Mexican 


Provisional Conference. was organized, Tne mimutes now list 25 organ- 


ized churches and twenty Uno ordained Mex1 can pastors with 1160 mem- 


 #F; 


bers, 


ence also conducts the Nogales Bible School in Nogales, Arizona, with 


aid from the general missionary board. 
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4{+er 
the Pacific Coast Japanese Conferance" was organized a year tzver- 


ED ED than Mexican conference. 


7 7} The war greatly nindered the work, but it is gradually being 
Te, = The minutes list 8 California appointments with meve=than 
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In addrition to the school, which is supported by both conferences 
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Vissionary work was also carried on among the Japanese. Al though 


3it aid not reach the proportions of the Mexican missions, nevertheless 


port of foreign missions, 


The statistics of the California and the Southern California 


confer-nces ghow 61 Free MOINGNICY churches with 3734 members, and 


a Sunday School enrolment of 7562, 
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Late in 1842 five preachers, 0. Scott, J. Horton, L. R., Sunder- 
land, Iluther Lee and L. C, MNatlack, withdrew from the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. The reagons given were "the connection of that body 
with slavery, and the arbitrary character of its government, " Tne 


publication of a weekly paper, FThe True Tesleyan®, was begun immed- 


iately for the getting forth of their reagons forrwithdrawal, It 


has eontinagdd now for more than a hundred years as Frne WVegleyan leth- 


odigt.* 


. There had heen a number of larger or aamaller 8eces5sSions from the 
church prior to this for sinilar rea8on} the largest of which took 
place in Michigan. In this cage, a conference had been orgaznized, 

Throigh th- efforts of the five preachers mentioned, a general. 
convention was held in Utica, New York, commencing May 31, :1043, 

Here the "Wegleyan Methodist Connection of America" was organized and 
a2 discipline adopted. As was to be expected from the reas8ns given 
for their geparation from the mother church, the episcopacy was re- 
Jected and a s8ySstem of government esgentially republican in form was 
gel up. 

The conference which had been formed in Michigan united in this 
general organization. in addition to this, five other conferences 
were degsignated, extending from Michigan to New England, The roll 
s8hows 35 ministers and 117 laymen from 9 states and one delegate from 

© Ireland at this Utica convention. 


_ or a few years the new church enjoyed a period of great pros-- 


perity, One year after its organization it reported 15, 600 members 
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le LAT preachers, Fut with the abolition of glavery an 


© civil war, many of the larger churches and the s8strong 


» , Oo 
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chers returned to the 01d church, and the new movement passed 


of FO, t zrough a period of gevere testing, But the cri 8is was gSuccessfully 
R - met and the churenh AN forward to extend its borders, and to build 
"pe a program in education, in missions and Sunday Schools and evangeli an, 
| worthy of its high ealling in every way. At pregent there are 26 
conferences, 
The Weasleyans were Slow, organizationally, in reaching California, 
= It was notuntil 1922 that the first church was organized, and this was 
in the city of Los Angeles. Two years later a conference was formed 
with D. H., Scott as chairman. There are now nine churches in the 
| state with 288 members. iission work is being carried on among the 
Mexicans at Carlsbad, Oceanside and Vista. 
| It has never been the policy of eitiner the Free Methodists or the 
Wesleyans to place emphasis upon membership for the s8ake of numbers. 
| ” congequentLy, they carry few inactive members on their rolls, Wmere- 
as, in larger churches it is not unugual for the membership to run 
7 from tw to four times as large as the Sunday morning congregations, 
DS | in these ehurches the morning congregations will ugually exceed the 
_ membersnip, So they are really atronger than the statistics might 
TE IS | : tcate, | 
Toint committees have been at wrk for some time preparing the 
*- | way for a merger of thege two bodies. There is strong hope that, 
| when It is ac compli hed, the merger wWLLL regilt in a great strength- 
: 5 - 'ening. of these forces of the kingdom of God, | 
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i : PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF GOD OF AMERICA 
252 What is now the Pentecostal Church of God of America,Inc., | 


oP | nnd 


HE _ _ was first organized and incorporated in the state of Illinois, 
3 > oy SEEN This was done in the city of Chicago, December 30, 1919, at a 


meeting of ministers called for this purpose. The organization 


\ : | . 


was named the "Pentecostal Assemblies of God of the U.S.A.". 


Rev. dJ.C, Sinclair of Chicago was chosen as the General Super- 


- | ge-C., Brinkman, Secretary; Rev. Joh, Bell, 
Treasgurer, | X a, | 
DD 7 Ee ostal wet. chosen as the official paper; it 
was in its sixth year of publication; George C, Brinkman was 

zing Editor, The As880ciate Editors were, dJ. A. Bell, 


, Rev. B.M. Johnson, and Rev. A, Arnold, It 


723-1.62nd St. Chicago, Ill. 


- 8 4 
kX F% p ME Ts e 
I. E F Ph ul Lad C _ b 
: 
: 
x I" : 
7 p . = Tn _—_ _ . is 
o 
0 : 
* 6 : j 1 
» : 7 . , ” ' « « 
; f » F 7 
: 


Change of Name 


In the month of February, 1922, at a business meeting in 
Chicago, by a vote of all the ministers present, the name of the 
connatantion was changed to the "Fentecostal Church of God", 
and incorporated under the laws of Illinois, At this time, Rev, 
Snowden was chosen as General Superintendent . 


Seven Districts 


The territory embracing the United States of America, was 
divided into seven districts, and a superintendent was placed 
over each district, At this time the office of General Super- 
intendent was officially titled "General Chairman", The district 
Superintendents were titled, "District Chairman", The General 
Chairman was elected by the ministers in a general convention, 
The district chairman was appointed by the General Office, At 
present the districts have organized and incorporated under the 
laws of the states of which they are a part, and all district 


officials are elected in the district conventions. 


General Office Moved To Uttumwa, Iowa. 


— 


. In the year 1927, the General Office was moved to Uttumwa, 
Iowa, October-11-1927 the organization was incorporated in 
Ottumwa, Iowa, with Rev. A.D.McClure as General Superintendent ; 
he served in that capacity until the General Convention 1n | 
September, 1930, He also edited the official paper, the Fente-. | 


 Costal Messenger, At the General Convention which convened in 
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, Towa, September, 16-1930, Rev, Rik Fields was elected 


OO General Superintendent; Rev. G.F.C.Fons, As8istant Superintendent; 
— ? Rev. A.L.Worth, General Treasurer: A.L.WNorth Missionary Secretary- 
| Treasurer. 
: | At the General Convention which convened in Ottumwa, Iowa, 
N EO in September, 1933, G.f.C.Fons was. elected to the office of General 
- ES” Superintendent . The Convention voted to move the General Office 
yl. to Kansas City, Mzssouri, The organization bought the property 
: at L100 Frospect Aye, housing the "Fentecostal Messenvger”, Sunday 
School literature, books, tracts, etc. Inasmuch as the official 
: 2 organ is named the "Fentecostal Messenver”, the organization 
Y | accepted the title, "Messenger Fublishing House", as the name of 
A bs the publications department, 
; Incorporated in Mis80uri 
GT When the General Office was moved to Kansas City, Mo.,, and 
= F-3 Fro. the officials made application for a corporation certificate, under 
IE | the name, "Pentecostal Church of God", they were informed by the 
0" Med eg Secretary of the state of Missouri, that a church had previously 


> >... been granted a certificate of incorporation under the name, 
1 1Ca AN COFPOTAUTLIon una ne Ne 


_—. "Pentecostal Church of God", Therefore, in order to retain the 
TI name in the corporation certificate, it would be necessary to use 
— = a prefix, or a suffix, They chose the latter, adding the words, 


rica” to the corporate name used in Illinois and Towa, 


nce, the name, "Pentecostal Church of God of America", which is 
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foreign fields, Therefore, this is the same corporation which 
was first, established in Ghicago, Ill. in 1919, 


Besides those ministers named, who have served as General 


by 
} 
| 


Superintendent, the following ministers. have served in that 
capacity, Rev, Marion D, Towmnsend, 1935 to 1937; Rev, Harold NM, 
Collins, 1937 to 1942; is the present General Superintendent, 
elected in General Convention which convened in Japlin, Mo,, in 
June 1949, 
CALIFORNIA 

As has been previously stated, the territory embracing the 
United States was divided into seven districts, with an appointed : 
chairman over each district, California, with the states of 
Nevada, Utah, Colorado, and Arizona, formed the Southwestern 
District., In N'vember, 1930, Rev. Charles A, Overton was 
appointed Chairman over the aboved named district, in February 
of 1931, he appointed Rev, Wilmer Artis as Chairman over the "4 
state of California, He was s$supplied with the names of the 
ataforers it the Southwestern District, He wrote each one a 
letter, inviting them to a Fentecostal in West Los angeles, on 
July, 1-3, 1931. At this meeting, the Southwestern District was 
organized, and the ofllowing officials were elected, Charles A, 
Overton, Superintendent; Wilmer Artis, Ass8istant Superintendent; 
Rev. Maxie A.X,Clar, Secretary-Treasurer. 


The following is copied from the Pentecostal Messenger 


"REPORT OF THE FIRST CONVENTION OF THE SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT 


PREOBYTERY, LOS ANGEIES, CALIFORNIA, JULIY,1,2,3, 1931" 
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of ministers of Cal- 


*ornia. The meeting was called on Short notice, but something 


= - 
hs 


Like thirty ministers and missionaries attended, and others mailed 


in reports. 
"Our work is just being organized in this district, but 


already g8ome blessed men of God have come in with us, There are 


- ” 


_ great possibilities, as many are discourazed on account of the 


| un-Bibical restraints imposed by some certain well organized 

| movements. I believe many Will Gets with us when they once 
| 7 learn of the blessed freedom enjoyed in the Pentecostal Church 
of God ministry. © ; 


* 


. "Two churches have just recently come in with, and we are 


2 Es opening up a third one this week at 7.Aive, 28 and Dayton Ave,, 


2 þ CE nw 2-6 Los Angeles, in a theatre building, Rev. Maxie \.,X.Clark, Boise, 
: 7 Idaho, Superintendent, of the Northwestern District, has assisted 
in getting organized. Rev. Wilmer Artis, formerly of Missouri, 
fo 7 has also been a great help in getting the Pentecostal Church of 


De: | God organized in southern California, He and Rev. eMntoss, 


I Delano, Calif. are now developing the San Joaquin valley section. 


= ndrew Jensen, formerly a missicnary to China, is developing 


ee RY the San Bernardino section, Our membership is small, but growing. 
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"Following is a resolution adopted by the presbytery: !Regolved, 


as that all reports, testimonials, or other communications intende 
1b1ication in the Fentecostal Messenger, be first endorsed 
_ by nisters before the game is sent to headquarters, 
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and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the General Secretary!', 7 

"''e plan on having a fellowship meeting once each month, in I 
and around Los Angeles, and call a special meeting for the ministers 
and workers to seek God, District Headquarters have been estab- 
1ished at 918 Vaple Ave. Los Angeles, Calif, (Telephone, Madison 
L,L,93). Brethern in the Southwestern District are invited to 
communicate with us, and anything we can do to assist the ministers 
and the churches----we are at your Service. 

Yours for souls, Charles A. Overton, Dist. vupt®”. 

A few months later, the District Board agreed that it would 
be to the best interest of the Movement to have another District. 
oarandi as ths reason given was, many "Full Gospel” ministers 
had united with us, since the organizing convention held in West 
Los Angeles, July 1-3, and many more were wanting to know more 
about the M,vement., The call of the first annual convention was 
sent out for a one week meeting, starting, Sunday, Oct, 11, 1931, 
The Lincoln Heights church at W, Avenue 28th, and Dayton, was the 
host church for the convention, This meeting was well attended, 
The necessary By-Laws were adopted, The officials were reelected 
for another years 

It was at this eonvention that Rev. Marion D, Townsend cast 


his lot with the Pentecostal Church of God; he became a tower 


of strength in the Movement, In April, 1932, Charles A. O,erton 


moved out of the Pouthwestern Distriet, .and handed in his resign- 
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as District Superintendent; the duties of this office were 


/ ELSE | assumed by the Assistant Superintendent, "ilmer Artis, The fellow- 
; hip meetings were nonbeing held the 8econd and fourth Mondays” of 
| each month, and have since 80 continued 
In August of 1932, the second annual cnnvention of the South- ; 
western District was conducted at the Pentecomstal Church of vod 
. _ on east Florence Ave., Los Angeles, Marion D. Tomsend was host, 
pastor, and he was elected to the office of District Superintendent 
and 80 remained in the office until he passed away in February, 1940; 
TE Wilmer Artis was elected as Assistant Superintendent, and served 
in that office until it was abolished at the District Cohvention 
| | held in Vallejo, in 1934, Ir, Artis ws 2180 General Field 
| Presbyter until 1939, This was an appointive office, appointed 
from General Headquarters, but at present it is an elective office 
Ev in the disthict conventions. In this 1932 convention, Rev. Henry 
C, Lang of Hemet, Calif, was elected District Secretary-Treasurer; 
If | : he was -one of the organizing ministers in the convention, July, 1-3- 
2 "200 ; 1931, | 
7 = bin ey, It was in this 1932 Convention that the Pentecostal Young 
 —Feople's iecociation was put into opperation in the Southwestern 
; ESTES RIS Ye  Distriet, It is composed of Christians between the ages of sixteen 
M: IS, and thirtyfive. The object of this young people's organization 
h 4 _ within the church is to give this age group the opportunity to 
LR: obtain practical experience in the work of the church. They conduct 
7 AR they have an opportunity to develop their 
-given nents: 1t als0 helps them to find their places in the 
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work of the Lord, They conduct their om business meetings, In: ” 
conjunction with the District Convention, and in conformity with 
the parent body. 


The Fentecostal Bible Institute 


| The Pentecostal Bible Institute of the Pentecostal Church of 
God of America, Northern District of California, located on Ne-rth 
Monterey Road, two blocks north-of the city limits in Gilroy, 
California was cr ganized in August, 1946, The first term began 
on October 1, 1946. 

At the time the school was organized, Rev, M,F, Coughran was 
President and Rkev, Idabeth McDole, Secretary. At the present time, 
the Administration of the school is in the hands of Rev, R.D.Morrow, 
President, and Rev, Idabeth McDole, Frincipal, together with four 
of the District Board of the Northern Calitormmia District, 

The first graduating class consisted of eight members, and 
they were graduated in May, 1948, "The Second class eraduated in 
May, 1949 and consisted of sixteen members, ; 

The school was a two-year course, leading to a diploma, It 


is primarily a Bible Training School, preparing ministers, Chris- 


tians workers and missionaries for their respective fields of labor. 
Although the school is funder the Supervision of the Northern 
California District of the Pentecostal Church of God, the students 


have come from other districts as weltÞ, even from mission stations 


in other countries, | | 


n SEEDERS rows ind LOA. 4 #4 


5 ar a any ” 
Graduates from the Pentecostal Bible Institute are laboring 


n various places, and others are making preparations to go to 


various localities to carry on Gospel work, 


At the present time the fourth term of school is in progress., 
| DISTRICT DIVIDED 


At a General Board meeting in Kansas City, in the year 1934, 


LE: | the Southwestern District was divided; from that time on, there 


EY F has been no Southwestern District, California and Arizona were 
eg: placed together and formed the California District, Later, 
T os Arizona was placed in another district, and California was mace 
© 3, a district, 
: ; In August-1942 the District Convention met in Fresno, Because 


E Og of the growth of the organization, it was decided by a vote of the 


3b convention, to divide the state into two districts, This was done, 
2 0M EEE making the N,rthern and Southern Districts, M.p,Coughran was 
. FN, Y.00560 as Superintendent of the Nar thern District, and s0 served 
. until June-1949, when he was elected as the General Juperintendent , 


——— xn the-Generat-Convention which-convened-in-Joplin, Mo, Rev. RD. | 


REES 7s _ Morrow was elected as Superintendent of the Northern District, and _ 
— _* _ _ 41s the present Supt. 
| SF © At. the Convention in Fresno when the state was divided, Rev. | 
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ilispie was elected as the Superintendent of the Southern | 


ict, Since then Rev. H,T,Owens has served as Superintendent, =4 


bh is the present Superintendent, - 
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Church building, at Falcon, Ngrth Carolina, duly elected delegates 


In the state as of 1949 there are 187 churches; communicants 


x % - 
4 aELLAY 
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4,880; ordained ministers 250; licensed ministers 127. 


PUANTECOSTAL HOLINESS CHURCH | | 


It was in the year of 1898, at Goldsboro, North Carolina that 
the Pentecostal Holiness Church was organized; a General Superinten=- 
dent and other necessary officials were elected, Annual confer- 
ences were held, Several churches were orzanized, principally in 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia. 

In 1902, at Magnolia, North Carolina, the word "Fentecostal" 
was eliminated from the name, due to the fact that none of them 
8poke in tongues as the Spirit gave utterance, as the disciples 
aid on the day of Pentecost; for a few years it was known as "The 
holiness Churen", 

Following the outpouring of the >pirit in the early part of 
this century, anq many of the members having received the baptism 
of the 3pirit, according to Acts 2:4 , the word "Fentecostal"” was 
restored to the name as at the first; this was done at Dunn, North 
Carolina, in 1908, 


On - January ,-30-1911, in-the octagon_shaped Fentecostal Holiness _ 


of The Pentecostal Church, as then constituted, and likewise 


kh ac —_— VB + on »- wag 


authorized deldrates of the Fire Baptized Holiness Church, met 
for the purpose of consolidation of the two Pentecostal bodies, 


This was done, and the name "Pentecostal Holiness Church" was £5141 6 
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ts opted As the name of the consolidated organization, After the 
OO eonsolidation, the first General Conference was held at Taccoa, 
bs ' Georgia, in 1913, at, which time the General Conference was changed 
EY, 
on - from biennial to quadrennial, 
| | In 1915, at Canon, Georgia, the Tabernacle Pentecostal Church 
- was consolidated with the Pentecostal Holiness Church, 
EE In 1937, at Roanoke, Virginia, the honorary title of Bishop 


> 


« | was bestowed upon the General Superintendents; at this Conference, 
two General Bishops were elected, At the General Conference which 
BH met at Oklahoma City in June 1945, the Conference voted to have 
| : our General Bishops. The following have served The FPentecostal 
YN: oliness Church as General Bishop, or Superintendent; Samuel 
aniel Page, 1911] to 1913; George Floyd Taylor, 1913 to 1917; 
oseph Hillery King, 1917 to 1948; Daniel Thomas Muse; 1937 to 1949, 
and was elected for four years more, Joseph Alexander Synan, 1945 
to 1949, and was reelected, Hubet Talmadge Spence 1945, but 
Ns resigned in 1947, to become General Secretary. 


£S; | In 1949, the General Conference met in Jacksonville, Florida, 


Roti and voted to have only three General Bishops; the tollowing were 


—_—___.  Bishop Daniel T, Muse, Oklahoma City, Okla, was elected chairman 


PEER Bishop Joseph A. Synan, Hopewell, Virginia 


- 


\ ____ Bishop T.A.Melton, Durham, North Carolina . 
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” Rev. Oscar Vopre, Shawnee, Ukla, was made General Secretary, and 


Fo 
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WEE: _T, Spence, Washington, D.C,, General Treasurer 
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CALIFORNIA 


In 1935, a Pentecostal Holiness Church was orzanized in 
Calimesa, Calif, In 1946 a church was organized in Cytario, and 
one In Fast Los Angeles, At present there are 45 churches in 
Calif, with over 1000. members, and 139 ministers, There 1s one 
Bible 3chool, located in Madera, with over 60 students. There 
are two full time 8state superintendents, The first church property 
Was valued at $3,000, At present the church property in the state 
is valued at 5$298,250,00, The State Superintendents are, Rev. 


J,Lo.Cluck, Ontario, and Rev.,C.E,Neukirchner, Mader, 


INTERNATIONAL FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
tte —=XF Oricin and Growth, 

The International Fundamental Christian Asso0ciation 1s an 
as8ociated fellowship of ministers and independent churches 
throughout the world, This AssSociation was formed as the result 
of a vision and burden on the heart of Rev.buy Shields of Dallas, 
Texas, for the need of an open fellowship for ministers and churches, 

After months of prayer and meditation, he contacted ah number 
of other ministers, and called the first meeting to convene in the 
Latter Rain Baptist Church in Oklahoma City, in the month of June 
19,2, A Constitution and By-Laws was formulated and adopted, 

Guy Shields was appointed as General Superintendent; Rev. William 
Kitchen, Assistant General Superintendent; Rev. Alva Thompson , 


General Secretary-Treasurer., Elders were &ppointed throughout 


the nation. 
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General Office was established temporarily in Clanton, Alabama, 
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Shore Guy Shields was operating the Faith Bible Institute, ; 
| Several months later the General office was moved into the Latter | 
D as © Rain Baptist Church in Oklahoma City, and continued there for 
- I | over a year, In the year 1946, the General Office was moved to 
Wm Bs ny Dallas, Texas. The Genera] Board purchaseq1 the Odd Fellows 
EF DE”. Building on the. corner of Main and Austin 3ts, tobe used as a 
2 | 7 General Office, | | 


| The Faith Bible Institute 


% | | C. — þie2d8 wr2—eperatine ct > = tn: Croke Was moved tO 


- 


= GE Dallas and reorganized into what 3 c2ewmasB the Bible Way Seminary. 


In September of 1947, the property located at Main and Austin 
| | | »ts., was Sold, and the Emanuel Baptist Chruch and adjoining 

| ; buildings were purchased. This property is located at 2112-2118, 
pes. North Carroll Ave, the present location, which is also the location 
2 | of the Bible Way Seminary. 


Sine The following are the officials of the Fundamental Christian 


TS, — A880ciation, General Superintendent, Guy Shields; Assistant 


General Superintendent, Rev.H.R,Bagwell; General Secretary- 
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LS | Treasurer, Rev.M.,L.Scott. | 
.- In 1943, the General Superintendent, Guy Shields came to 

PI | - California and conducted conventions in Los Angeles, San Francisco, | 

=. San Diego, and other large cities,at which time many ministers | 

ed the organization, Since that time, over 350 ministers | 


S - 


d 40 churches have come into the organization, 
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PRESB YTERTANIOM 18-OALTFORNTN- 
Clifford M., Drury 


' Presbyterians have good reagon to be proud of their pioneer history in 
California, The first Public Protestant gervice in San Francisco, and undoubtedly 
the firs in all of California following the raiging of the United States flag, was 
conducted by a Presbyterian layman, Captain John B, Montgomery of the U.S.5, Portamouth, 


The firs: Protestant minister to come to California following the digcovery of gold 

to engage in full time religious work was the Rev, Timothy Dright Hunt, a Pregbyterian 
minister, Hunt conducted the firs: recorded Protestant commmion service in California 
on January 7, 1849, Five of the first aix Protestant ministers to arrive in 
California in 1816 and 18149 to carry on grabveutzxk mi 8ionary work were Presbyterians, 
The first two Protestant churches to be established in the State with fully ordained 
and resident pastors were Presbyterian, And the first regional ecclesiastical 
organization to be formed west of the Rockies was the Presbytery of San Francisco, mich 


# 
Other denominations goon 


held its initial meeting at Monterey on September 21, 189, 
out 8&ripped the Pregbyterians in numbers of ministers, churches, and commmicant s, but 
the record made in the days of Protestant beginnings in California remains as a 


- 


trillant chapter in Pregbyterian historys 


The United States flag was raiged over the Customs Houge at Monterey on July 
T, 16h6, A measenger was dispatched at once to inform Captain John B, Montgomery in 
command of the naval forces at anchor in San Francisco Bay to raise the flag over. 
Yerba Buena, This Captain Montgomery did on July 9th, 
Square after his ship and the waterfront street became Montgomery Street, 
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_The plaza was called Port mouth 


Captain 
Mont gomsry, in the abgence of a chaplain, conducted DMvine Services for his men, The 


log of the Portemouth, now on depoait in National Archives, Washington, D.C.,, shows 

that Captain Montgamery held sgervices aboard his vessel every Sunday after her arrival 

in the Bay during the firs: part of June, 1816, except Sunday, July 12th, 
captain Montgomery went, ashare and conducted the first public Protestant service in 


That day 
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In order to appreciate the history of the Presbyterian Church in California, 


one must remember that the denomination sp1lit into the 01d School and New School 
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parties in 1837, Each called itgelf the Preabyterian Church in the United States of 
America, The former had its headquarters in Philadelphia while the latter centered in 
New York, The controversy which divided the thurch involved both doctrins and polity. 
The New School. party, strong in 8uch areas as New Jergey, New York, and Ohio, were 
accused by the O1d School men of being too favorable to the New England brand of 
theology, Also the New School worked too clogely, in the opinion of the Old School, 
with the Congregational Church through the: Plan of Union (adopted in 1801) and through 


such interdenominational agencies as the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 


Missions and the American Home Missionary Society, The 01d School wanted churches 
which were SEFLETLY Presbyterian in polity and also degired to have complete control 
over agencies pending their Glas gifts, So the denomination was divided in 
1837 with the 01d School claiming about riwe-ataths of the membership and the New 
School having four-ninths, 
NE SCHOOL BEGINNINGS IN CALIFORNIA 

Both branche s of the Presbyterian Church were quick to enter California following 
the discovery of gold, The first to arrive was the Reve Timothy Dwight Hunt, a New 
School minister, who landed at San Francisco on October 29, 186h6, Although there were 
at least three other Protestant clergymen in california at the time of Hunt's arrival, 
Hunt was the firgt to Settle in the State with the intention of devoting his full time 
to religious BE. Hunt had gone to Hawaii in 18 as an appointee of as ANDFAGON 
Board but had gevered his connection with the mission in Fey 1818, when he bognn ds 


ministry with a group of Americans in Honolulu, His comunity church was showing 


great promise when the news of the di scovery of gold reach the Iglands, At once the 
S exodus began, So many of Hunt's constituency left for the gold fields that he decided 
to follow, Sfter making provision for his wife and two little children, he 8ailed from 


Honolulu on October 10th and arrived in San Francisco about two weeks later, 


Hunt in his Journal. tells us that news of his coming had preceded him and that, 
a group of interested citizens were waiting to give him a warm welcome, He found 


quarters aghore on Monday, October 30th, in the home of C,L, Ross, a merchant and a 
devout Baptist, Hunt's clerical duties began the next day when he was called upon to 
officiate at a funeral, Thereafter his funerals usvally averaged four or five a week, 
A meeting of interested citizens was held on Wednesday, November 1st, in the 
schoolhouse on Porteamouth Square when it was voted that: "The office of Chaplain to 
the citizens of San Francisco be tendered to Rev, T, Dwight Hunt for one year," A 
8alary of $2,500 per annum was promiged, Nothing was said in the call about 
organizing a denoninational church, Hunt, believed in the interdenominational and 
commumity approach, 

As long as his congregation my the only Protestant group in the growing city, 
all was well, But beginning with the organization of the First Presbyterian Church of 
San Francisco on Way 20, 1619, groups of his faithful follaers were dram into 
denominational churches, Following the Pregbyterian came the regurrection of the 
Kethodist work under the Rev, William Roberts in June and July; the organization of 
the Baptist Church on July 6th; and the formation of the Protestant Episcopal paris 
of Holy Trinity on July 22nd, Hunt was forced to act, On July 29th he organi zed the 
remant of his flock into the First Congregational Church of San Francisco, Even 
though pagtor of a Congregational Church, Hunt was a charter member and the first 
moderator gf the Freabytery of San Francisco and kept his New School cennootions 


#4 ; | PT IH 
on Sunday, January 7, 1849, Hunt conducted the firuk/Protestant communion 


8ervice in California, He inmited all Christians, regardless of denominational 
connections, to cad. _ Only eleven besides himself, making twelve in all, partook 
of the elements. That evening Hunt wrote in his Journal: "To this coincidence with 
the number of digciplies at the firs: upper, 
upon each that there might be no traitor among us ..o Not the least happy 

| eirounstance connected with the fact was the union of believers of different names: 


I alluded in a few remarh4s .,.. urging 


Episcopalians, Baptists and Methodists were Ty Joined 
being the central bond," 
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- 1649, were the first fow Protestant, missionaries gent to California by their respective | 


an{joo 
Abord the 5,5, California on her maiden voyage to San Francisco in February, 


denominations s 


They were: Samuel H, Willey and John W, Douglas, New School 
Presbyterians; Sylvester Woodbridge, Jr,, Old School Presbyterianz and O8good Ce 


Wheeler, Baptist, It should be renenbered that Hunt, went to California on an 


independent and gelf-supporting basis , 
Few names shine brighter in the annals of the Protestant history of California 


than that of Samuel H, Willey, He began his ministry at Monterey where he digsembarked 
on February 23, 16h9, However, he was unable to find enough interested Protestants at 
Monterey to organize a church, For a time Willey gerved as chaplain to the U,S, troops 
at the Monterey pregidio, Soon his restless spirit was reaching out for greater 
opportunities, He moved to San Francisco in the sunmer of 1850 and on September 15th 
organized Howard Street Presbyterian Church (now knom as Howard Presbyterian Church) , 
This church 8till uses a pipe organ which came around the Horn in 1852 and which 1s 
claimed to be the oldest pipe organ of any Protestant church in the entire West, 

Dr, Willey was one of the founders of the College of California which was 
incorporated in 1855 and which in 16686 was taken over by the State to become the 
University of California, For many years he was a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
College , and vice-president and acting president of the University, Willey retained 
his New School Presbyterian connections until the reunion of the two branches in 1870, 

John W, D,uglas settled in San Jose where on October 7, 1819, he organi zed a 
Presbyterian Church with six charter members, This was the firs: New School 
Presbyterian church to be established in California, For several years it ws called the 
Independent Presbyterian Church and for a time refused to eÞ enrclled with the Presbytery 
of San FrancisCco, 

By cot of the New School General A 88embly of 1619, the three New School 
ministers in California - Hunt, Willey, and Douglas - were thts to erect the 
Presbytery of San Franci s8co which was to be attached to the New School Synod of New York 


and New Jers8ey, The first meeting was held in Willey's home at Monterey on 


September 21, 1849, Hunt was the convenor and the firs: moderator, At the time of the 
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in 1870, of which more will be 8aid later in this avihets chapter, the old t3t1s | 


af San Francisco Presbytery was tnteD on to the nearly organized presbytery in the Bay | 


PEG ; 
OID SCHOOL BEGINNINGS IN CALIFORNIA 
The first three 01d School Presbyterian missionaries to California all had a last 


name beginning with the letter WW", The first was the Rev, Sylvester Woodbridge, Jr.,, 
who was als a pagsenger on the California, Finding Hunt at work in San Francisco, 


Woodbridge thought it best to gettle in another commmity, Such influential buginess 
men as Robert Vf Senple strongly recommended Benicia as the coming metropolis of the Bay 
area, Woodbridge arrived in Benicia on March 9h and held his firs: service on the 
llth, The First Presbyterian Church of Benicia was organized on April 15, 18149, with 
four charter members, This church was the firs: Protestant church to be establiczshed 
| in California with a fully ordained and resident pastor, A church building was 
| ghipped in a prefabricated condition from New York around the Horn and was dedicated 
March 9, 1651, Benicia never xraxs ered and the church remained weak, The 
Presbytery of Benicia on April 10, 1675, noted that the building and the lot had been 
801d and that the ate had been converted into a public park, The memberahip was 
dissolved a few years later, The bell of this firet Protestant churchſegtablighed in 
0 


California is now hanging in the cathedral of the Episcopal Church in Sacramentat, 
The second £Eretegiruk Pregbyterian and also the gecond Protestant church to be 
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organized in California with a resident pastor was the Flrst Presbyterian Church of 

San Francisco which was formed by the Rev. Albert Williams on May 20, 1619, with eleven 

_ charter members, When Williams arrived in San Francisco on April 1lst of that year, he 
Lovin that most of the population of three or four thousand were living in tents, In 

| his A Pioneer Pagtorate and Times Williams tells about his experiences in the 


rapidly growing boom tom in considerable detail, He 8tates that at the time of his 


arrival he found "no Protestant church organization existing in any portion of 


N 5 
ELIT EIMEA o" RY Williams did not consider Hunt's commmity church as an 
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__ 
Francisco, The infant church had a real problem in finding a home, Hunt and his 


congregation had the first use of the schoolhouse, Williams held gervices in gsuch 
vacant or half-constructed buildings as were available until August of that year when 
a large tent, was pitched on a lot on Stockton Street, in what is now the heart of 
There services were held until the An gea gon began, when again the 


China toms 


congregation became peripatetic. A frame building large enough to seat 750 was 
shipped around the Horn and dedicated on January 19, 18651, After a brief six months ' 
ue, this building was burned on June 22nd of that year in one of the incendiary fires 
which eaept through San Francisco in the early days, -Iater the congregation erected a 
hand some building on another lot on S tockton Street, which in 1682 was turned over to 

the Chine ge Presbyterian Church, Old First, moyed to a site on Van Ness and Sacramento 
whi.ch it 8still occupies, Upon the disbandment of the Benicia Presbyterign Church about 
1682, the Firs: Presbyterian Church of San Francisco gucceeded to the distinetion of 
being the oldest Protestant church in the State with a continuous history, 

The third "W" of the 01d School Wk missionaries was the Rev. James Woods whoſ 
8ailed with his family from New York on May 17, 16h9, The ship encountered storms, 
adverse winds while rounding the Horn, and prolonged calms in the tropics, The voyage 
lasted almost eight months, "The gneetest music IT ever heard of earthly note," wrote 
Woods, Ka was the rattling of the iron (anchor ]zkata cable ... in the harbor of San 
FrancisCo," 

Woods s8ettled in Stockton where on March 17th he organized the First Presbyterian 
Church with nine charter members, The arrival of Woods made it possible for an O1d 
School pregbytery to be erected, By authority of the 01d School General Ass8embly, the 
three "W"s - Woodbridge, Williams, and Woods - met at Benicia on February 20, 1650, and 
organized the Presbytery of California, which was then attached to the Synod of New York, 


NEW BCHOOL GROWTH, 1819 - 1870 

During the firs eight years ar 80 following the arrival of the firs: New School. 
mi s8ionaries in California, the American Home Missionary Society continued to support 
them in whole or in part along with its Congregational appointees, Growing disagreement, 
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regarding the conduct of national misslons between the New School Preabyterians and the 
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under full Pregbyterian augspices, After 1860 the New School ewyng 


- 
vY 
Lo .. 
NS 
by (2) 
"| 
' a T0 
- g 
* 
EY 
|." 
's 
,\ 
bh 
” 
*: 
v4 
| j 
9 
- 
"_ 
2 
Ls 
. 
© 
= 
ks 
= 
&* 
4 - 
”_ R * 
- 
- 
= 
Fi x p & , 
F ' 4 
LS * * i > 
E Is * LC. \ , p bs 
0.x» Lords b : ws ; 4 ; 
NE Ik Ne vs | WOOMTEs.- > Warts | | 
CANS : f 
» 4 Un he I L : oy 
. WT 3 | : 6 : 1 
& ad. po 7 "A. _ | 
——- \ - WORD, « a _—— "I l | | oy 
»> WY 4 Þ 4 => Y - 
M42. "4 ll IDE Was, OY 53 \ SEN 
- Ae DE 2 =D Gt L 4 by a 4 — I — —— I 
wh * w- : 4 "4 J N "_ 
4 hn! F - S J 


bo - k., wy A 4 »s » = C 1 © e va N F ( Fe £ | : f _ : E 
\ Ts 4th \ ze vo & $4 90 & x 
EL IE Ce I NE 2h08 "x" OO EIS. bar” 2 
£4 y df on. - a + + ry , , 


2vP7s 
DE I 


Ll 
% 


more and more away from the Congregationalists toward the Old School, At the time of 


the reunion in 1870 most of the llew School ministers in California went into the united = ” 3 
church, A few, however, as Dr, Samuel Willey, changed their affiliations to the | | 
Congregational Church, 

In 1857 the New School ener) As8Sembly authorized the division of the Presbybtery - 
of San Franecisco into three crecbyterises 80 that a gmod ould be erected, By that Z 


time the foloing churches, with the dates of organization, had been added to the roll 


f the presbytery: tarysville, November 2l;, 1650; Grass Valley, February G3, 1052; 
oakland, March 26, 1653; Placerville, lay 1, 1653; Sonora, Yay 1, -1853; Centerville, _ A 
June 5, 1853; Alvarado, Cetober, 185h; and Columbia, December 19, 1851, The number of Z 
New School ministers in California had increased to Tifteen by 1357. 

The two new presbyteries erected in 1657 were called .gan Jose and Sierra Nevada, a 
The 8e with the mother Presbytery of San Francisco constituted the Synod of Alta 

California which held its first meeting at Sacramento on October 6th of that year, By 

this act the New School Presbyterians of California were officially geparated from the 


35mnod of INew York and New Jersey and became indigenous to California, The founding of 


churches at garso, City and Virginia City in Nevada led the Synod of Alta California 


n 
to erect the Presbytery of Tashoe in 1663 which was given all points within the 

Territory of Nevada, The coming of the railroad brought the scattered commmities 
closer mee tne, Consequently, in 1363, the Synod of Kita California combined the 
Presbytberies of Sierra Nevada and \/ashoe and named the new- grouping the Fresbytery of 
Nevada, Thus, at the time of The reunion in 1370 the New School had three presbyteries _ 
3an Francisco, San Jose, and Nevada - with a total of thirty-two ministers,. MES a 49 


churches, and 1,009 members, ; 


Most of the work of the llew School centered in the Bay area with churche s scattered 


through the northern part of the gstate, the Mother Lode comtry, and Nevada, On January 
[e# LPs the Firs: Fresbyberian Church of Ventura (knom also a's San Buenaventura) was 
organized under New School auspices and attached to the . Pregbytery of San Joses This 4 


was the firs: Presbyterian Church to be eftabliched in southern California. Tne 59cond_- 


1 
=, 


New School chureh in the South Was orgniaed arch 16, 1870, at Anaheim and was al8o | 
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| attached to the Precbytery of San Jose. 
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OLD SCHOOL GROWTH, 1850 - 1870 
The 01d School Presbyterians, even though free of the problem of 'a divided 


allegiance which plagued their New School brethren, increased very 1ittle more in 


number of ministers, churches, and members during the years under review than did the 


New School tranch, 
In 18652, by authority of the 01d School General Assembly, a part of the Presbytery 


of California was set apart to be the Presbytery of Stockton, The Oregon Presbytery, 


which had been erected in 1651, joined with the two California presbyteries in 
constituting um on October 19, 1852, the Synod of the Pacific, Under Presbyterian law 


repregentatives from at least three presbyteries mist be pregent before a meeting of a 


s8ynod can be held, Since the conditions of travel in the early days made it extremely 
difficult for a member of the *resbytery of Oregon to get to California for a synod 
meeting, General Assembly in 1856 authorized the formation of the Presbytery of Benicia, 
This provided three presbyteries within California, 

The First Presbyterian Churh of San Francisco is the mother of several Presbyterian 


ehurches and benevolent institutions, Among her daughters is the San Francisco 
Protestant Orphanage which was founded in First Church on February 11, 1851, As early 
as August, 1650, the pastor and members of First Church began to take an interest in 
the Spiritual welfare of the Chinese then —_ beginning to flock to California, In 
O0etober, 1852, the Rev. William Speer, a returned missionary from China, arrived in 
San Francisco and BR mis sLonary work among the Chinese of the State, On November 
6, 1853, a Presbyterian Chine e Mission Church was ame in Firs Cure, This 
was the firs: Protestant church for Chinese to be established 9 of China itself, 

In 1882, when 01d First moved to its new location on Van Ness and Sacramento, the 


Fol Haaecd 
Chinese congregation moved into the old , building, The Chinese Presbyterian Church 


is st411 located on the original site on Stockton Street, Sn Francisco, although a new 
building replaced the one destroyed in the earthquake and fire, Throughout the 


| Imr# Presbyterians have conducted mis sion work among the Chinese, For more than 
faty years a | Nowous Home for Chinese girls was conducted, Gonny as80ciated with 
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GO 
this work from 1900 to 1937 was Wiss Donaldina Cameron whose/ministry has been 


told in a fascinating way by Carol Green Wilson in Chinatom Quest, 


The Welsh Presbyterian Church of San Francisco was organized in the sumner of 
1852 under the ausptces of Firs: Church, The San Francigco Y.M.C.A, was founded in 
First Church on July 18, 1653, with Albert Williams preparing the draft of the - 
constitution, Calvary Presbyterian Church, now the strongest Presbyterian church in 
San Francisco with a members&hip of over 2,000, was organized on July 23, 1865h, with 
sixty-three charter members most of whom came out of First Church, Dr, William 
anderay Scott of New Orleans, a dynamic leader, was called to be the first pastor, 
The 01d School General A ssembly in its meeting of 1858 chose Dr, Scott as its moderator, 
He was the firs: minister from the Pacific Coast to be elevated to the highest office 
his denomination could bestows 

Ir, Scott was a colorful figure, Twice he was hung in effigy in San Francisco, 
He opposed-the Vigilantes saying that mob rule ould not replace democratic processes. 
Again, after the outbreak of hostilities in the Civil War, Ir, Scott, being a Southerner, 
was hung in effigy because he insisted on paying publicly for the "Pregidents," The 
aroused Unionists of the city 8aw the implication of the pluzal use of the word 
"President" and tmitw insisted that Dr, Scott would have to stop praying for Jeff Davis 
in public, Dr, Scott amitvinimvfamiiyx decided that under the cireumstances it would be 


6 / 
best to leave the city, He and his family s8ailed from San Francisco on October 1, 1661, 


Ir, Scott returned to San Francisco in 1870 and organized St, John's Presbyterian 
Church, He was also the leading figure in the fowkding of San Francisco Theological 
Seminary in 1871, 

_ The First Presbyterian Church of Napa, organized on January 19, 1855, became an 
014 School church as the roms otja metdbon, The church was organi zed by the Rev, 
James C, Herron, the firs: minister of the Asso0ciate Synod of the Presbyterian Church 
knom to have entered California, The As8ciate Synod in the United States was a 
continuation of a gecession which occurred in the Church of Scotland in 1690, 


Another branch of the Scottish Ghureh, the As8ociate Reformed Synod, and the 
As80ciate Synod joined in 18658 to form the United Presbyterian Church, Before this 
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branch in California included three preabyteries - Califomia, Stockton, and Beni cia = 
: thixtg-four nd craig twenty-eight churches, and 1,735 members. 


s of the Proceytertan faith insisted upon congregational singing being restricted 
to (98 Prams without mgical accompaniment, When Herron organized an As880ciate Synod 
Presbyterian Church in Napa, he attracted to his group several who were out of sympathy 


_ with the strict ideas of the Covenantors, Other- Presbyterians with different convietions 


than those held by the missiona ry insisted upon having a melodeon to aid in 
congregational singing, Herron objected but the majority of the members insisted, 
A melodeon was purcha sed and installed in the hurch, whereupon Herron resigned, 
The congregation on January 17, 1658, voted to unite with the 01d School Presbyterian 
Church, The old melodeon, now a venerated relic, is still omed by the Napa church, 
Several. abortive efforts to establish a church in Los Angeles were madg by 
O1d School mini sters before an organization took root and continued, The Rev, James 
Woods reported the establishment of a church on March 18, 1855, Another attempt was 
made in 1861 when the corner stone of a building called the First Predbyterian Church 
Was a This was the firs: Protestant church building to be erected in los 
Angeles, Even though the Presbyterians had a building, they did not at that time have 


a church organization, The building pagzed into the hands of the Epigcopalians, 
Again on Fetruary 1, 1869, the organization of the Firs: Presbyterian Church of 
Los Angeles was reported, A reorganization was effected on January 11, 187h, since 
which time the church has continued, 


The oldest 01d School Presbyterian Church in southern California with an 


unbroken history is the First Pregbyterian Church of San Diego which was organized by 


Dr, Thomas Fraser on June: 9, 1669, He als organized the First Presbyterian Church of 


Santa Barbara on June 218t of the game year, Ir, Frager was Synodical Superintendent of 


the Synod of tx the Pacific from 1868 to 1887 and is reported to have founded geventy- 


$4 
five Presbyterian churche s on the Pacific Coast, mostly in California, 


At the time of the reunion with the New School in 1670, the 01d School 
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THE 1870 REUNION AND SUBSEQUENT GROWTH 
The reunion of the 01d and New Schools in 1870 is an event, of great importance to 


Presbyterians, Tt should be renembered that the isses of the Civil War also split = 
The New School divided in 1858, The split in the 01d School came at 


both tranches., 
the meeting of the General As8embly in 1861, about a month after hostilities had PO 


between the North and the South, Dr, William C, Anderson, pagtor of the First E 
Presbyterian Church of San Francisco, was one of the commissioners, He was made a 

member of a committee appointed to study the situation and bring in recommendations. 

Eight of the gouthern states had already geceded, What should the Presbyterian Church 


say and do zawmuk in the national emergency? Ir, Anderson brought in a minority 


report, representing only himself, which called upon the O1d School Assembly to stand 
firmly behind the Union, The others on the commitiee muxiat tried to avoid »z taking a 
stand in order to pregerve the unity of the church, 

After days of Strenous debate the minority report was adppted by the As8embly, but 
it divided the denomination into O1d School, North, and Old School, South, The two 
gouthern branches united in 1861, and took the name, The Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, When the two northern branches united in 1670, they adopted the title, 
The Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, These two branches are often 
referred to as the Southem and Northern Presbyterian Churches, The Presbyterian Church 
in the United States has never carried on organized work in California, 

The two synods in California merged under the name of the Synod of the Pacific, 

The reorganized presbyteries were Benicia, Sacramento, San Francisco, and San Joses 

The Presbytery of Oregon remained a part of the Synod of the Pacific until 1876 when the 
Synod of Alanis was formed, In 1692 the Synod of the Pacific changed its name to 
the Synod of Califomia, by which it is' 8till nom, Tts boundaries include the State 


of Nevada, The reorganized Synod of the Pacific reported having in California and 


me 
of b 'Y" halle. » 


Nevada in 1671 seventy=-one ministers, sixty=one churches, and 1,085 members, 
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| ne gr of ts Presbyterian Chureh, U.S.A.,, in the Synod of California is 
Ind cated 7 the following tatiotics from the Minutes of the General Aazembly for the 


| years indicated: HY Number of 
Ministers Members Presbyteries 
122 6,969 5 
230 16,093 6 
219 23, 657 8 
1,31 335 39, 357 10 
ws. 31S G5 17> 9 
767 371 95 ,5ul 9 
17 378 105 , 808 9 
860% Tof J 


485 146,191 
The Presbytery of Los Angeles was carved out of the Presbytery of San Jose in ; 
1872, The Presbytery of Stockton arose out, of Sacramento Presbytery in 1886, In 18691 | 
| the Presbytery of Oakland was formed being given that part of the Presbytery of San F 
| Francisco east of the Bay, However, these two were reunited in 1916, The Presbytery of : 
Santa Barbara was authorized in 1896; the Presbytery of Riverside in 1902; and the j 
Presbytery of Nevada in 1907, In 1906 the name of Stockton Presbytery was changed to 7 
San Joaquin and in 1929 the Presbytery of Benicia became the Presbytery of the Redwoods, 
In 1949 the Synod of California was composed of the following nine presbyteries: 
— Sacramento, San Francisco, San Jose, Redwoods, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Riverside, 
Nevada, and San Joaquin, among the forty synods which comprise the Presbyterian Church, 1 
U.S.A., the California Synod ranks third in number of ministers, and sixth in number of : 
= churches and commnicants, The Preabytery of Los Angeles with 357 ministers on its : 
robls leads every other presbytery of the denomination in this regpect, It should be | 
remembered, however, that many of the enrolled ministers are now on the retired list. 
FEET The largest Presbyterian Church/ SvySvzyx in the United States is the First 
Presbyterian Church of Hollywood with over 5,000 members, The First P,edbyterian Church 
af Pagadena and - pas ag Presbyterian Church of Los angoloFfave, around |;,000 members 
© each with the First Preabyberian Church of # Glendale well over Than, These figures 


- 5% indicate gomething of the strength of the Presbyterian denomination in the Los Angeles 
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THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERTAN CHURCH 


The Cumberland Presbyterian Churdh began in a schism which took place in the 
parent body in 1610, Some Presbyterian ministers on- the frontier in western Tenne 88ee 
and Kentucky, becoming digssatisfied with the high educational requirements of the 
Presbyterian Church for ordination, broke away and formed the Cumberland Church, 

This body placed less emphasis upon education and adopted many of the techniques: of the 
circuit riders of other denominations, $So far as is knomm the firs: Cumberland 
Presbyterian minister to enter California was the Hhev, J.E, Braly mo held services 

in Fremont, Yolo County, in the early part of 1619, He organized the firs: Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church at Mountain View, Santa Clara County, in the summer of 1851, 

4A Cumberland Presbytery was organized in Braly!s home on April h, 1851, Nine years 
later, in October, 1660, a synod was erected which was called at first the Synod of 
Sacramento and later the Pacific Synod, (This name is not be be confused with the 01d 
School Synod of the Pacific,) Braly was the firs: moderator, Eighteen ministers were 
enrolled from california with others from nearby States, at the rirst meeting of the 
Pacific Synod , 

In 1906 a national wnion was consumnnated between the Presbyterian Church , U.S.A. 5 
and the Cumberland wodeinctan Church with the exception of the Cumberland Synod &f 
Tenness8ee, At the time of the union the Cumberland Pacific Synod had four presbyteries 
in California with its main strength in the San Joaquin Valley, This union brought 
forty-one ministers, thirty-seven churches, and 2,71 members into the Synod of | 
California, By tk 1916 only twenty-three of thee former Cumberland churches were 
still continuing, One reagon for changing the name of Stockton Presbytery to the 
Presbytery of San Joaquin in 1906 was because' of the inclusgion of 80 many Cumberland 


_ churches in the San Joaquin Valley, 


During the years. s.nce 1906 the continuing Cumberland Chureh, repregented at firgt 
by only the Synod of Tennegsee, has gradually spread out and has recatiblielwd itself 
taxtartferaiayxatrxutimr in geveral states including California, According to the 1948 
Minytes of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, there are three Cumberland churches in 


California - one at Los Angeles, one at Freano, and one among the Chinese in San 
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The se three churches have a total memberghip of 723 and are landed together 
in the California Presbytery which is attached to the Synod of Texas, 


on, 


OTHER PRESBYTERIAN BODIES 
The beginnings of the United Presbyterian Church in California date back to the 
arrival in San Francigco of the Reve J.F, Cooper in the closing days of 1865, He was 
commissLoned by his denomination to explore the field and if he judged advisable to 
organize a church, On January 1, 1866, the First United Presbyterian Church of San 
Francisco was formed with thirty-eight members, 


The 1948 Minutes of the United Pregbyterian Church report the Synod of California 


as having two California presbyteries - Los Angeles and San Francisco, The former 

had thirty-two ministers, sixteen churches, and 5,71) members, while the latter claimed 
eighteen ministers, twenty-eight churches and 2,796 members, The totals are fifty 
ministers, twenty-eight churches, and 8,537 members, 

The United States Religious Cengus hows two other Presbyterian bodies at work in 
California, the Orthodax Predbyterian Church and the Synod of the Reformed Pregsbyterian 
Church of North America, The former grew out of a schigm in the parent body which took 
place in 1936, According to the 1918 Minutes of the Orthodox - Pregbyterian Church, the 


Presbytery of California had nine churches within the state with a combined membership 
of 706 members, This presbytery als included two churches in Oregon and one in 
Washington, ; 

The 1918 Minutes of the Synodof the Reformed, Church in North America 1lists the 


19 x ri 
Pacific Coast Presbytery with three churches in California - Freano, Los Angeles, and 


Santa Ana - and one in Portland and one in Seattle, The combined membership of the. 
three California churches is 303, 


PRESBYTERIAN JOURNALISM 
The Predbyterians pioneered in the field of religious Journaliem in California, 
The firgt distinctly religious periodical to appear in the State was a monthly paper 
« How Pages ea1ed the Watchman edited by the Rev, Albert Williams, pastor' of the 
ret Proghyterim Church of San Francis&0, The firgt mmber bears the date of April 1, 
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Kt 
1350, only four is8ues appeared, Publication then had to be suspended because of the 


series of disastrous fires which s8wept through San Francisco in 1850, Only one copy of 


any of the four issues in knom to have been pregerved, This is a copy of the firs: isue 


and is held by Huntington Iibrary, San Marino, California, 
The Presbytery of San Francisco in its ct of May 16, 1850, digscussed the 
gsubject of a religious paper for California, The matter was referred to a committee, 
The next day Pregbytery noted that "This Presbytery hail with joy the advent of a religious 
newspaper in California, and they trust that the Watchman will secure as it degerves 


the favor and support of the Christian public," However, the failure of the Watchman 


to survive inspired Presbytery at its May, 1651, meeting to again take up the matter of 
gpongoring a religious newspaper, The following action was taken on the 22nd: 
"The Presbytery of San Francisco believing that a Religious Newspaper in California 
would greatly a dvance the cause of Christ do hereby appoint the Rev, T .D, Hunt and the 
Reve S.H., Willey to cooperate with the ev. Joh, Benton as Editors, and the Revs J.W, 
Douglas as office Editor to conduct such a paper to be established in San Pranci s8co and 
they are hereby reque sted and empowered to make all arrangements for its speedy is8ue ," 
As a reult the firs: issve of the Pacific appeared on August 1, 1651, as a weekly, 


Three of the four editors were New School Presbyterians, The fourth - the Rev. J.h. 
Benton of Sacrauento - was a Congregationalist, The subscription price was eight dollars 


a year, After October 26, 1663, the Pacific came under the control > the General 


As88ociation of the Congregational Churches of California and has remained a 


4 
Congregational organ ever since, TIt is 8still being published, 


on January h, 1855, the firs: number of the Oriental or the Tung-Ngai. San-Luk, 


an Eng1lis-Chinese newspaper appeared in San Frandisco with the Rev, Klliam Speer, the 
Presbyterian missionary to the Chinese, as editor, This was one of the first Chinese 


newspapers to appear in the United States, Thirty-two numbers appeared, each consisting 


of aaa four pages about the s8ize of our daily newspapers, The outside pages contained 
Chine 8e characters while the inside pages were in English, The only complete file of 
this paper knom to exist is at the San Francisco Theological Seminary, ; 


The next Presbyterian publication to appear was a monthly magazine of a scholarly 


1.6 


- late cummer of 2862, the editor hip eaged to Dr, George Burrowes who kept the magazine 
going to april ,1862 , 
Cumberland Presbyter, which first appeared in December, 1860, The magazine had a 


The Cumberland Presbyterians spongored a monthly, the Pacific 


precarious existence because of financial difficulties, Tt continued until 1672, 


Anticipating the union of the 01d and New School branches of the Presbyterian 


Church, the Occident was launched in Oy, 1668, as a weekly, This influential paper 
continued until July h, 1900, For a time the a were left without an organ, 


the fall of 1 
s were made with Dr, W.lſ, Ferrier, then editor of the Pacific, to bring out 


a gpecial edition of the Pacific which would contain certain sections of definitely 


——— —<<<— —— - = 


TEND TRAN News and which would be called the Pacific Presbyterians The firs issue 
edit 
ccrting to this plan appeared October , 1902, Dr, Ferrier continued to pukTtyh the 


Pacific Pregbyterian until April, 1906, A determined effort was made to increase 


Presbyterian guppoert but with 1ittle success, The Pacific Presbyterian managed to live 
to April, 191, ,when it too was buried in the growing graveyard of Presbyterian periodicals, 
In November, 1917, a Comren Extension Board of San Francisco launched a monthly 


and picked up the name used by Williams - the Watchman , This periodical now appears 


ten times a year and serves Presbyterians throughout the northern part of the State, 


In November, 1935, the Sout hem California Presbytberian made its initial appearance, 


It also is 4 mat ten times a year and gerves the Presbyterians in the southemm part 
#1d 


of the State, 

PRESBYTERIAN INSTITUTIONS 
San Franci gco Theological Seminary was founded by action of the Synod of the Pacific 
meeting during the firs week of October, 1871, in the First Presbyterian Church of 
_ Oakland, This came as another regult of the union of the 01d and New Schools in 
California, None was more active in promoting the idea of a Seminary than was Ir, 
Va. Scott, then pastor of 5t, John's Predbyterian Church in San Francisco, Dr, Scott 


Ee Eh 
3 ION Fo » nas < ons. ok = first four who gerved without pay on the faculty, He served as President 
"ok Ne te TE | | | 
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of the Board of Directors from the organization of the Seminary X until his death on —— 


1, 18685, Today one of the buildings of the Seminary at San Anselmo bears the name of 
Scott Hall in tribute to this great Presbyterian educator, author, and preacher, 
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For 8six years classes were held in St, John's Presbyterian Church and City College, 
both located near Union S quare, San Francisco, In 1677 a building was erected at 122 
Haight Street and all Seminary activities centered there for the next fifteen years, 
This building: is now the paric hall of the First Baptist Church of San Francisco,- In 
the fall of 1692 the Semirary moved to its new campus at Sanmnselmo where two handsome 


zmumzs cut-stone buildings had been erected} and geveral residences for profescors, 


The material equipment of the Seminary has been greatly increased since then, A—campaign” 
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buPe The student body in 19486-1949 numbered 
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about, 110 with-the 
Francisco Theological Seminary is the only Presbyterian seminary west of Dubuque and is 
third in 81ize in the denonination, The present faculty consists of twelve professors{ and 
Several instructors, Ir. Jesse H, Baird, the pregident, gerwd as Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church 1948-1949, 

Occidental College was founded under Presbytberian augpices at Los Angeles in 1887, 
The institution was incorporated under the name;&? "The Occidenflal University of Los 


Argeles, California," but the word College was substituted for that of University in 


4 


founding of the COLISE®, alnogs brought digagter to the newly born institution, The early 


years were times of great financial difficulties, Out of the gacrifices of those early 


1892, The collapse of a land boom in gouthem California which coincided with the x - 


days came a spirit of loyalty and devotion to the institution which is now a traditions . 
The college moved from campus to campus during the first years of its existence, 

A building was erected near Boyle Heights which was opened for use in October, 1888, 

This was destroyed by fire on January 13, 1896, A new campus was secured in Highland 


Park, a bout midway between the c enter of Pagadena and that of Los Angeles, Here the Wy 7 


WMS. 4 
% o \ Lf Lo! 
ot .” 


began its 8es8sions in 18696, In 1910 the College moved again, this time to 


by of 8ixty-five acres at Eagle Rock, Several gubsequent additions have been 
made to thexam campus . 
Occidental College has been fortunate in having several distinguished men Serve as 
its president, including Dr. John Willis Baer, 1906 - 1916, and Dr, Remsen D, Bird, 1921 - 
1946, Goat material growth took place during Dr, Bird's incumbency with a new building 
being erected each year during the first decade of his adninistration, The institution 
is co-educational with a student body limited to 1,200, In 1910 the College gevered 
its official connection with the Presbyterian Church but continues a cloge fraternal 
relationship with the Dp Bagg " 

IN PROSPECT 
The Presbyterian Church, U,S.A., is now striving to meet the challenge in 
California pregented by the great influx of people since 1940, National missions aid 
1s being given to newly organized churches in strategic areas and special techniques 
are being evolved and uged to meet pregent day conditions, Special attention is being 
given to the migrants, Predbyterian churches or missions have been established in 
California for guch racial groups as the Russians, Chinese, Japanese, Filipinces, 
Spani agh- peaking peoples, and the native Indians, The Synod of California oms a site 
of rare beauty for conferneces on the shores of Lake Tahoe where a number of buildings 
have been erected, A number of other conference grounds sponsored by presbyteries or 
local groups are gcattered throughout the States Westminster Foundation work is being 
carried on in gveral university ar college centers under the direction of full time 
college pagtors, 
After more than a century of history in California, the Presbyterian Church tual 


finds its outlook for the future in this State to be bright and promising, 
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FOOTNOTES | _ 
L, Overland Monthly, Feb, 1835, p. 180, In article by Albert Williams on "Early 


Presbyteriani an, " 

2, The other three were: Rev, T.M, Leavermorth, an Episcopalian, who arrived in San 
Francisco on April 18, 167, as chaplain of Col, J.D, Stevenson's regiment, 
Leaverworth later gave up his work as chaplain and opened a drug store in San 
Francisco, Rev, Chester L, Iman, a Congregational minister, arrived in San 
Francisco on July 3, 1847, and was working throughout northern California as a 
gSUrVeyor , Gy aplainſh alter Colton, a Congretionalist , Was alcalde at Monterey for 

about three years after July, 186, See article by C.M. Drury, ng Chronology of 


4 
Protestant Beginnings in California," California Historical Quarterly, June, 187, 
0 — an Pr 


TT 


3, Hunt's Journals are at the San Francisco Theological Seminary, S an Anselmo, Calif, 
li, Original Minutes of the Pregsbytery of San Francisco are on deposit at the San 
Francisco Theological Seminary 


O. OP Cites Ps 19, 


James 
6. /Woods, Recollections of Pioneer Work in California, Þs. 5. 

See Es Eg 
7./John Astle's article on Dr, Scott, California Historical Quarterly, June, loh8, pp 119 


ifs 
8, Pacific Expositor, June, 1861, p. Sh2, which quotes the Los Angeles Star, 


9. James Curry, Higtory of The San Francisco Theological Seminary p. 76. However, 


Edward A, Wicher in his The Presbyterian Church in California, 1849-1927, p. 10, 


states that Dr, Fraser "is credited with the organization of something like one 
hundred and twenty-five churches in all," It may be that Curry was referring only 
to Caliſrornia waereas Wicher included churches founded by Fraser in other states, 
19, See article by C.M.,mrury, "Presbyterian Journalisam on the Pacific Coast", The 
Pacific Historical Review, December, 19,0, San Francisco Theological Seminary has 


the only complete file knom of the 0ccident . 


11, Information from R.G, Cleland's The History of Occidental College, 1887-1937, 
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 HIGSSRTEIP THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH ENmOAIvEPORNEwr= 
Yor Tons ON ; EAwin Myo5S5 | 
Living as we are in days of 8ocial, economic and religious 


GEE is rt") 3 


; thought change rapidly activiating the lives of people, we are - 
apt to feel that the progress of the last two or three decades | 
has been due in large measure to our modern ingenuity. It is 
well, therefore, at the outset of this brief sketch of the work ; 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of America in the State of | 
| California to remind ourselves that there is no rapid pPropress 
| of today which has not in ome measure been distinctly influenced | 
by centuries of the past. In fact, it may be salid, were it not for | 
| Toundations of truth. and right, courage and faith, firmly laid 
s more than four s8core generations ns: our Ppresent progress would | 
not be possIible., | 
To evaluate the life and growth in California of the Frotes- 
tant Episcopal Church, it'will be necessary, briefly, to state 
how great 8ustenance has been dram not only from the church in 
America but also from the Mother Church in England, which has her 
| roots imbedded in bygone centuries. 
Politics was greatly entwined with religion In England of the . 
4 = 16th century, and religious pressures for political ends became 
; Fe a common Procedure. The Book of Common Prayer was authorized ; 
b. - For use in the churches by the legislators of The realm, and in 
> order too bying about a gemblance of unity in worship among the 
; - WE clergy and —_—Y the Acts of Uniformity and Supremacy were paged. | 
= | These acts, intended for the establishment of law and order, led | 
| En ton much confuslon, Fear crept in among clergy and people, and the 
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final effect of the pressure of”. authority was to divide the” 
national church, Movements set forward with good Intent to 

bring about a uniform practice and teaching within the church 
were later recognized to be Ill advised, TIf unity of the Spirit 
was to be attained, difference of approach to that unity must be 
recognized, It was evidet that freedom of expression and action 
80 desired by many, now bound by the chains of. political and 
religious legalism, could only be obtained by seeking a new 

and free enviroment, America was the new world, 

Before the more general historical development of the work 
of the Episcopal Church in California is r-2lated, mention should 
be made of the incident when in 1579 Sir Francis Drake, 8eeking 
adventure and 8ailing up the Pacific coast, was obliged to s8eek 
harbour for necessary repairs to his ship, He tinslly reached 
a point now known as Drake's Bay, siItuated about twenty-five 
miles north of the Gat dow Gate, Here the ship remained from 
June 17th to July 22rd, 1579. The Reverend Francis Fletcher, a 
clergyman of the Church of England and Chaplain to Sir Francis 
Drake, using the Prayer Book of the Church of England, read 
gervices not only as was customary on ship, but also on the land, 
when on St. John Baptist's Day, June 24th, he "preached the gospel 
with much fervency". This incident is memorialized by the erec- 
tion of an Tonic Cross in The Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, 
and is known as the Prayer Book Cross. A portion of the inscrip- 


tion thereon reads "First Christian Service in the English tongue 


on our Coast" - - - "Firgst uge of Book of Common Prayer In our 
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Buena, the name of which was changed to San PFrancisco in 1847, 
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ry". This incident is of interest, and although no direct 


historical evidence of advance can be traced from this early 


date, nevertheless 1t does indicate an early Christilan misslonary 
enthuslasm to give the gospel mes8age to the 8 imple red-8kinned 
natives who "flocked in considerable numbers to the g8cene", 

In the year 1848 gold was discovered in Califormia, and ad- 
venturous People came in large numbers to the areas of the coast 
and interior hill aiototets, The 1ittle Spanish port of Yerba 
had previously 8een 14ttle activity at the landing depot, and 


now within a year had become the thriving city ef-aen =rancizro. 
with 30,000 inhabitants. It is into this period that the Epis- 


copal Church gowed its seeds of religious worship, which in later 
years has grown into a great tree of values worth in California, 

Many able men of deep religious convietion came from the East 
to the "New World" of the WO and, be it to their lasting credit 
their Sdcies had become their life, amd In their new living area 
they were impelled to group together for their mutual worship of 
Almighty God, | . 

Deep need was felt for leadership and spirituel direction, 
and, as a result, a message was dispatched to er interested group 
of people in New York, rTequesting a clergymm be chosen = ot 
to San Francisco to take up the important missionary bak Tne 
Rev. Flavel S, Mines was called, and arriving in San Francigeo, 


officiated on July 8th, 1849, at what was to be the first of the 


regular gervices in Holy Trinity Church. The Rev. Dr, J. L. Ver 
| Hehr, appointed by the official Board of Missions of the Frotes- 
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tant Episcopal Church with headquarters In New York, arrived via 
Cape Horn the following August to take up the work which he found 
already begun by Mr, Mines, The condition, however, was ach that 


the two clergymen found ample 8cope for their activities, and after 


Services for gome months held in the residence of Ir, Frank Ward 


anotner parish was orgamized known as Grace Church, and the new. 
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| With the influx of people and the urgency to meet their spirit- 


Church was opened for services July 20th, 1850, 


ual needs, the apparent lack of Interest from the East impelled the 
s8mall group of clergymen and devoted laymen to call a convention 
Por the regular proceedure to procwe a Bishop to oversee and or=- 
ganize the expanding work; and thus on July 24th, 18590, the first 
Convent ion of "The Church in California" was formed and held in 
Holy Trinity Church, Sam Prancisco, 

The "premature diocese" was now to grapple with its problems 
which were difficult and many, Only in Secramento were 8ervices 
regularly performed apart from San Francigsco, Occaslonal gervices 


were held in Stockton and Marysville. 
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The Rev. Flavel S., Vines, first rector of Trinity Church, died 


OS 


August Sth, 1852, and was 8ucceeded by The Rev. Christopher B, 


Wyatt of New York, who took cherge of the work on February 19th 
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1855, Rapid growth head taken place during the three years of 


regular 8ervices, and later The Right Rev. W. I. Kipp D.D., writin [+ 


Vo——_my 


in Early Days of Wy Episcopate, gtates "the parish was in the very 


height of prosperity, with a noble, energetic congregation, com- 1 


prising as much intellect and cultivation as I ever gaw gathered 


| | FE 
in a s8imilar as88emblage"., The Rev. D. O, Kelly, in the History ES : 


of the Diocese of California, referring to the report of the L 1 
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| Standing Committee at the Second Convention held on May 4th, 1858 


| notes "that in W Franci 8co » Trinity Chureh and Grace Church 
are In a progressive condition. They are, however, insufficient 
to perform the Church work in this growing metropolis, + + 4 


#There is a numerous population too far removed from both, to 


whom the Church might and ought to be brought". This condition, 
Long existing and now urgent, Tinally became knobs to the members 
of the Mission Board and the Church in New York, with sufficient 
impact to arouse Iinterest in this Tar-off missTonary field, The 
general Convention nad ror the triennial meeting in New York 
In 0etober 1853, and the growing importance of 80 fertile a 
misslonary field was emphas1ized, with the result that the Rev. 
William Tngrahem Kip, D.D., rector of 8b. Peter's Church, Albany, 
N.Y., was elected as the first misslonary Bishop of California 
and was congecrated on St, Simeon and St, Jude's Day, October 28th 
1855, Within two months he had left for his new field of activi- 
ty and adventure. Due to engine difficulty and consequent mishap, 
the 8hip which was to take the Bishop to San Francisco, had sought 
; > harbour in San Diego and was obliged to remain, On the Sunday, 


Jamary 22nd, 1854, the first service in California by a Bishop 


. Dm IIEIEG of the Episcopal Church was held in a small court room in Zan 
b , Diego. John Reynolds, a chaplain of a nearby army camp, had pre- 
I Reg | ata held 8ervices of the church in this PoOM made available 


to the Bis8hop. After the delay of a week Bishop Kip finally arrived 
= pe - at his destination of San Francisco on Sunday, Jamary 29th, after 


forty Jays id bh from New York! 


No t ime was lost upon the arrival of the Bl8hop for him to 


evaluate the work of the Church, and personally to encourage and 
help the three clergymen on the staff, What a chal lenge Indeed to 
establish and build the Church in 80 vast a territory as California, 


and at the time only two church buildings of the Episcopal Church 


throughout the State On the occasion of a visit to San Jose in 


The Early Days of My Episcopate*®, Bishop Kip writes of "the large 


fields of waving grainz and of the herds of wild cattle and wild 

hors8es ranging over the plains with no houses or fences to be s8een, " 

Slowly but surely the work was established, Churches buiLllt and 

clergy placed in charge, St. Paul's, Benicia, St, John's, Marysvilles, 

St, John!s, Oakland, Nevada City with Grass Valley, all showed s8sIigns 

of definite growth that first year of administration, There were 

now 81x clergy added to the staff, and forty-tour persons had been 

confirmed, and one hundred and four baptisms reported, During 

October 1855, the Bishop made an extended journey into Southern 

Califomia, No services had hitherto been held in Santa Barbara, 

a town of 1200 inhabitants, most of i as degcent, 

Los Angeles, with a population of 5, VOO, had no. established Episcopal 

Church s8ervice. : | | 
A new phase in the life of the Church in Califomia is opened 

with the advancement from a Mis sionary District to a Dliocese, and 

recognized by the General Convention of the Church, BIisnop Kip, 

who had been nominated by the Convention of 1855 as a missLonary 

Bishop, on February 5, 1857, at the Diocesan Convention meeting in 

Grace Chuyoh, Sacramento, was elected by the Diocese be be its first 

Diocesan, The election, however, was not accepted by the Bishop 


until the following August, At this'time there were four parishes 
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ann i= 1858 showed O99 communtcants; total contributions 
for all PUrPOSes, $8, 702.57; Nine Sunday Schools, Much growth 
took place during the next 81xteen years, ; 

The second visit to Los Angeles by the Bishop wss made in 
February 1865 after the appointment of Rev. Elias Birdsall as 
missionary in charge. . The work rapidly became 8uch that both 
in extent of territory and labor it was beyond the ability of any 
one bIshop to adequately gerve. Division of the area for edmin- 
is8stration was inevitable. 

Appeal was made by the DLocese of California to General Con- 
vention and in 1874 the Mi 881 onary Jurisdiction of Northern Calif- 
ornia was 8et as1de and The Rev. J. H. D. wingtield, D.D., rector 
of Trinity Church, San Francisco, was elected Bishop., The Rev. 

D., O, Kelly was appointed to the 3ped. al charge of the expansion 
'of the work in the San Joaquin Valley, wi th Fresno «s the chief. 
centre, It was customary to endeavour to hold regular gervices|in 
a g8ettled area, If there were ten or twelve communicants loyal to 
the church. During the next seven 'years, s8ix misslonaries were 

— —— added to the staff, and in 1892 the Rev. Louis C. Sanford was placed 
in charge of Fowler and Selma. 

Progress was als0o being made in Southern California, under the 


able leadership of the Rev. A. G. LI, Trew, the Rev. John A, imery, 
50 and the Rev. Henry B., Restarick, and it was definitely felt that 
5 help $hould be given for the development of this area, In 1877 the 


OO Soy of California organized four districts, later to be known as 
tne | PN 
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Convocations, with a Rural Dean in charge of each, to overs8ee the 
development of the mission areas. | The Rev. A. G., L, Trew was the 


first Dean of Southern California, Here are the beginnings of 


what later: was to be the Diocese of Los Angeles. 
With advancing years, Bighop Kip found the rapidly growing area x - 

of Southern California advancing beyond his ability to cope with : 

the s8Iituation, and at the Diocesan Convention in 1889 requested an 

as8818tant Bighop, The request was granted and on February S, 1890, 


a 8pecial convention was called and held in Trinity Church, San 


Francisco, when the Rev. W. F. Nichols, D.D., was elected, A&A month 


later he announced his acceptance, and was consecrated to the of- 


fice of Bishop in St, James! Church, Philadelphia, on June 24th, 
1890, after which he proceeded to Califormia to take up his duties. 
Some indication of the rapid growth can be given in the increased : 


pol * wi 
number of communicants to 2,524, TCiergy AL6% BOT 994 parishes and 
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misslons 81; Churen buildings, 61, Rectories, 18. 
After thirty-six years of loyal devotion, leadership and con= ; 


Secration as a s8piritual shepherd of the constantly enlarging flock 
1n the Diocese of California, the Right Rev. William Ingrahem Kip, D.D., 


pPassed on the staff of office to his assigtant, Bishop W. Fo, Nichols, 
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who now with vision and strength steps into the future life of the 


church. - 
Bishop Kiv was no longer able to take journeys or preside at 

meetings, 80 that the Convention held February, 1892, was under the | 

administration of Beshop Nichols. Pressure for the division of the 


a ad MCI od. 
- 


' Diocese had been increasing by clergy and laymen resident in the 


Southern area, and the wisdom and foresight of Bishop Nichols was 


evident from the fact the Convention was called to meet in IM Paul!ls | 


- 


kl. 
6 £4. 


ot en, 

_ first Convention address, Bishop Nichols gpoke of the 
need for fuller Episcopal oversight. This need was emphas1ized 
for the next three 8uccessive Conventions 80 that in 1895 the 
"strong and united action" advocated by the Bishop was brought 
before General Convention, waich met Iin October of that game year. 

- By unanimous vote, consent _—— given To the division of the Diocese 
of California, and the formation of the Diocese of Los Angeles. 
The new diocese was to be bounded by the counties of Santa Barbara, 
IOUEUPAs Lo8 Angeles, San Bernardino, RIiverside, Orange, and San 
Diogo. 

Bishop Nichols elected to remain in the old diocese for his 
Jurisdiction, and then called the primary convention for the new 
diocese to as8semble in St, Paul's Church, Los Angeles, Tuesday, 

* Decembersrd, 1895, Upon casting the first ballot, the Rev, Josebh 
Horsfall Johnson,D.D., rector of Christ Church, Detroit, Michigan, 
was elected, the vote thereupon being made unanimous, The consecra- 
tion of the Bishop-elect took place in Christ cab, Detroit, on 

' February 24th, 1896. His first official act after arrival in the 
HiStoes was to appoint the Rev. A. G. DL. Trew, D.D., as examining 


chaplain, Dr. Trew, from the time of his coming to California, 


had been an ardent believer in the future life and work of the 
a— ein 


Episcopal Church in the Southern part of the State, 


wow 
The population of Los Angeles had , grown to 75,000, In the new 


dilocese there. were over 5, 000 confirmed pPer8o0ns, 8,000 baptized 


"ETD into the Church, 45 parishes and missions, and 37 clergy. There 


| OS (nor+W 
WES Pars left in the Diocese of California over 8,000 confirmed personss, 
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52 parishes and misslons, and 80 clergy. 

It is not ow purpose to give s8statistics to record the growth 
of the wrk of the Church during the first half century from the 
time of the first s8ervice held in Cal ifornia, but cathbe to reiter- 
ate the words of Bishop Nichols in his Convention address of 1899, 
Speaking of "the count the communities about us will invariable 
take, They Will know us by our fruits". 

With ever enlarging opportunities for service, and ever widen- 
Ing vision, the Episcopal Church advanced to where three Bishops 
now FH the territory that was originally under the charge of 
FO Now that Bishop Nichols was relieved of much territory to the 
South in the new diocese of Los Anreles, he set about to consolidate 
his own area, and to advance in the missIlonary activities, The 
Rev. John A, Emery was made Archdeacon Tor this purpose, and to 
be the "eye of the Bishop" in matters requiring attention or 
adJustment., - 

From the time that the missi onary jurisdiction of Northern 
California was set aside in 1874, growth in this northern area was 
slow because of the transient nature of the population and the long 
distances between the s8mall mining communities, Constant changes 
took place among, the clergys which again made the work difficult, 
However, in 1894 we find that in the Sacramento area more attention 
was given to farming and fruit industries, Slowly but g8urely the 
miss1lonary districts became more stable. Bishop Wingfield's health 
at this time had failed, and on July 27th, 1898, he died, The 
Sat Convent lon met the following October and elected the Rev. 


William Hall Moreland, rector of St, Luke's Chr eh, San FrancisCo, 


as the Missionary Bighop of Sacramento, and he was consecrated in 
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 ehureh on SIRNADYF 25th, 1899. This was the first consecra- 


OY an Episcopal Bishop on the Pacific Coast. Bigshop Moreland 

| now 8et out with enthusiasm and zeal in his new work and held the 
IS viston of the creation of a dilocese, thus relieving the missTonary 
board of the church of financial 8UPPOTT. During the next ten years 
the clergy l1ist grew to 36, there were 2,887 communicants, 48 parish 
and missions, The Endowment Fund for the Episcopate reached the 


gum of $75,000,00. Application was made to the General Convention 


meeting In October, 1910, for the Ms 81onary District to become a 
DLIocese, It was —anted, and The Right Rev, W. H. Moreland be- 
came the first Diocesan. 

It was In 1906 that the great catastrophe of the fire in Jan 
Francisco, following the 2arthquake, created a two-fold effect 
upon the church, The loss of income from the main 8upporting 
parishes brought about an increased help from the gurrounding 
digtricts, At the Convention in 1907 the clergy and delegates 
from the Diocese "met in a 8pirit of thankfulness, of calmness and 
good courage gomewhat remarkable", And in the Memorial of Gratitude 

5 | "The Lord was not in the earthquake nor in the fire, but in the 
| STLLL gmall voice which in that dreadful hour 8poke to our con- 
3 ces. Under 8uch cireumstances as prevailed, 1s it any wonder 
47 .__- that under God's direction and the leadership of Bishop Nichols 


the Church moves boldly forward in the next two generations. States 


the Bishop in his convention address: ."'We mast in nothing be willing 
| to be little, oi ther in plan or in man," 

: Thus, we find jJust two years later in 1908 a committee was 

Ke apphintes to gurvey the possibilities of the expansion of the work 
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in the interior counties, In January 1910, the report was gub- 


mitted to the Convention, and it was recommended that action be 
taken for the setting apart of the Convocation of San Joaquin, to 
be constituted as a misslonary atstrict. The following October, & 
at the General convention; ass8ent was given to the petition, and 
the Misslonary Dietrict of San Joaquin was created, 

The Rev, Louis Childs Sanford, 3ecretary of the Elghth Mis- 
8lonary District, who in 1892 was in charge of the missIion of 
Fowler and Selma, in the Misslonary District of Worthern Calif- 
ornia,wns elected the first Bilshop and duly consecrated In the 
Church of St, John the Evangelist, San Francisco, on January 25th, 
1911. At the primary Convention held In IP James! Church, Proms; 
there Fes in attendance 11 clergy and 209 lay delegates, 

The foundations of the Episcopal Church in California through 
the foregoing years have been firmly laid, and The s8ucceeding years 
18 a period of phenomenal development, For jurisdictional adminis- 
tration California is now divided into four areas, In the north 
the Diocese of Sacramento, in the centre on The coast the Diocese 
of California, to the East the Misslonary District of San Joaquin, 
and to the South the Diocese of Los Angeles, Particularly in the 
Dioceses of California and Los Angeles the expansion was rapid. 


The need of assistance for the administration of these large areas 


was keenly felt, and at the Convention of the Dilocese of California ' 
in 1919 the Rev, Edward Lambe Pargons D.D., Tector of St, Mark's 

Church, Berkeley, was elected as CoadJjutor Bisnhop, . After his con- 
8ecration he ass81isted Bishop Hohole and gave to the Diocese that 


80und leadership which Is the embodiment of love and devotion to 
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In the Diocese of Los Angeles, Bishop - John- 
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* non, now 72 years of age, needed the vigorous help of a younger 


X | man, and at the Special Convention on April 7th, 1920, the Rev. 


- 
F 


W. Bertrand Stevens, Ph.D., rector of St, Mark's Church, San An- 


| tionio, Texas, was elected as LCoadjJutor Blshop, After his conse- 
eration in St. Paul's Pro-Cathearal October 12th, 1921, he entered 
upon his work with vision and enthusilasm, which through the years 
: brought to him the love and devotion of the members op» the dioceses. 
Let us now take a view of the growth in the work of the 
Epi8ecopal Church in the State as a whole. In 1925 in Sacramento 
| Diocone, 23 clergy, 42 Parishes and MissTilons, 5,092 baptized 
pergons, 125 Sunday School teachers, 98] s8cholars, In California 
| Diocese, 92 clergy, 75 Parishes and Miss1ions, 18,760 baptized 
persons, 620 Sunday School teachers, and 5,156 s8cholars, In San 
Joaquin District, 17 clergy, 20 Parishes and VWVisslons, 5, 252 
| baptized persons, 75 Sunday School teachers, and 584 scholars, 
In Los Anzeles Diocese, 126 clergy, 94 Parishes and MViss1tons, 
36,525 baptized persons, 976 Sunday School teachers, and 8,721 
- | 8cholars. In the State of California the church had grom to 258 
: OJ clergy, 251 Parishes and Missions, 95,429 baptized persons, 1, 794 
: Sunday School teachers, 15,442 scholars, Total contributions 
- $1,053, 784.99, This indeed is but the beginning of huge expans1ion, 
- En EY The Bishops were mem of vision and fortitude and well able to | 
- Bo _ grapple with the papidly changing conditions within the whole 
Shave. _— 
z William Ford Nichols, Bishop of California, ded on June 5th, 
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1924, after thirty-one years of devoted Service to the Church as 
Bisghop., He wes a man beloved by those who knew him, His long 
and difficult journeys in the earlier days of his Episcopate were 
undertaken In the spirit of a true ploneer, The Start of the 
office of the Bishop of Califormmia was passed on to the Bishop 
Coad Jutor Edward Lambe Parsons D.D., under whogse aaministration 
the diocese was strengthened both in its parochial and institu- 
tional spheres. 

Jos8eph Horsfall Johns0n, D.D., Bls8hop of Los Angeles, died 
on May 16th, 1928, almost four years after The Bishop of Calift- 
ornia Diocese. Known as 1The beloved Bis8hop", he endeared himself 
to the hearts of his people, Not only was he a great gource of 
8piritual s8trength, but was keenly aware of the need of goclal 
betterment within the community, Many Institutilons were nurtured 
under his care, axtgstanding among which Is the Good Samaritan 
Hos8pital. Less than a year before his death he was able' to 
announce that over a million dollars had been secured for this 
mo 8% worthy project. 

The 81x years of partnership which the Coadjutor Bigshop 
enjoyed with the Bishop, brought to William Bertrand Stevens, D.D., 
a profound sense of the growing importance of the life of the 
Episcopal Church within the community. Thus with misslonary zeal 
and Christilan courage he 8et forth to face the colossal task con- 
fronting him, The Diocese now comprised 140 clergy, 122 Parishes 
and Misslons, nearly 59,000 baptized members, and over $1,000,000,00 


annual expenses. A 8pecial Convention was called for March llth, 


when the Rev. Robert B, Gooden, D.D., Headmaster of Harvard Boxes 
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Ke elected 7 Suffragan Bishop, and consecrated in St. 
"Prm's Cathedral, Los Angel es, May 27th, 1930. Through the s8uc- 
 acetine years, Biohop Gooden was given 8pecial oversight within 
the Diocese of Christian education and 80cial gervice activities, 
Into which endeavors he poured the richness of his ripe experience. 
Time pas8sed that inevitable changes in administratilon in the 
Sacramento Diocese must take place, Bishop Morel and, after thirty- 
Four years of consecrated Bervice to the Diocese, and having passed 
through the most difficult period of the aepression, desired a 
CoadJutor Bighop., The Rev. A. WV. Noel Porter was elected and 
ph congsecrated on May 25rd, 1955, The Following November 8th, Bishop 


Moreland resignee from his administrative duties at the age of 72 


The work had progressed to 28 clergy, 9s tarishes and NMNissions, 


6,047 baptized persons., 


During the next 8even years, the Church moved steadily for- 
ward with the greatest activity taking place in the coastal areas. 
Again the moving tide of people began\e oming into what remained of 
; the original Diocese of California -=- the Diocese originally com- 
: pris8ed the whole State -- and under the fine leadership and bril- 
1  ILTant 8cholarship of the Bishop, The Right Rev, Edward L, Parsons, 


DoDe » consolidation was made for further advance, The burden of 


- 


rTeg8ponsibility became too heavy to be carried alone and ass81istance 
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3 was gought with a view to relinquishing the administrative respons1- 
\ bility of the Dilocese, 4 meeting of Convention was called and the 


Rev. Karl Morgan Block was elected as Bishop Coadjutor and conse- 
PSS crated on September 29th, 1938, Bishop Parsons not only endeared 
0 OY | himself to the hearts of his people in the Diocese but also became, 


| SE111 18, one of the outstanding Bishops of the Epi8copal Chureh 
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in America. Upon his resignation in 1941 Bishop Block became the 


Diocesan. At that time there were 100 clergy, 82 Parishes and 


w_ _wo OW o_ NT TT E—_—_ 2 — ” 


Misslons, 253,500 baptized 5 Lond; 702 Sunday School teachers, and 
Gy 8097 gcholars,. 

The Right Rev, Louis Child Sanford, Bisghop of the Missilonary 
District of San Joaquin, and resldent In Fresno, In 1942 attained 
the age of 75 and requested to be relieved of his administrative 
duties, The Ulatrict under his charge was definitely beset with 
rural problems, and progress al though g8ure was 8low, A survey of 
the whole fleld was made, after which the Rev. Sumner D., Walters, 
Rector of Alameda, Callfornla, was elected as Second Missionary 
Bishop and was duly consecrated on January 6th, 1944, . Under the 
vigorous leadership of the Bishop and the influx of people into 
the district, great advancement in the work is taking place, There 
are 50 clergy and 25 Parishes and MissIlons, S, 750 baptized persons, 
125 Sunday School teachers, 1,082 s8cholars. 

Dur ing the intervening period, the most rYepid development In 
California took place in the southern part in the Dilocese of Los 
Angeles. Under the statesmanlike leadership of the Bishop, the 
Right Rev. W., Bertrand Stevens, D.D., and his assIstant, the Right 
Rew, Robert B, Gooden,D.D., the challenge of the incoming tide of 
People and the extension of the work was met at every turn, It | 
was an exacting task, under the strain of which The health of 
Bisghop Stevens began to fail, and on August 22nd, 1947, the Bighop 
pPassed to his reet, It is too 800n to evaluate the greatness of 


the man and his work. The Diocese had grown by "leaps and bounds" 


during his episcopate, a real scholar and Christlamm gentleman who 


Ao 


- nd *<- ars4 =» 4 | nf "3 IH.” 0 "5 id = © 
{ = TP 74 Polk '®, CE En et RA ob 
—_ CE PEA v W. b To 'N \ » 
En Yin 47'4 COL ONES. . F 
"xg $* PF o . - LY T # 44 o) A ; 
By $6 >a +> Bi kg Z "X £ * Y 6 
iy 3 4 "5 ix, '> A - _- 
; w7 $1 F/s TER TE 4 4*obs e ——. 
PET 'S q 
” 4 - 
” 
rY 
% oy : ——_— On 4 
: > * PR ws us. 2 wv ad”; » A UIPTT. PAINT. Ty 1 RE WES (+ aotth 
. _ __ I a * ng —_ _— OC —_ — "a ow -— , . . = [LIENS CEE EN es Bp CONC " ay "X _ © 
en -) bonded JRIVEN ag —_ wh vb 0 
ws 


: * | ads. a groat contribution not only to the work of the Epilscopal 
6 ureh in California, but 21.80 in the Church throughout America. 

" The guffragan Bishop, having attained the age of 72, resigned 
his office that s8ame year, Jjust prior to the death of Bishop Stevens. 
Under the direction of the Spirit of God, much of the s8uccess of the 
recent years can be attributed to the loyal and Lovetea gervice & 


these two great Bishops. 


At The Annual Convention held in St, Paul!ls Cathedral on Jan- 


uary 28th, 1948, The Rev, Francis Eric Bloy, D.D., Dean of St, Paul's 
Cathedral, Loz Angeles, was elected Bighop and duly congsecrated on 
April 218t,1948,A88istance to carry out the heavy duties of the 
DIiocese was inmediately felt and at a Convention called October 
2l8t, 1948, the Very Rev. Donald Jd., Cempbell, Dean of Christ Church 
Cathedral, Springfield Mas. , was elected and consecrated to the 
office of Bishop on January 25tn, 1949, 

During the one hundred years from the time of the organization 
of the group of Christian people in H oly Trinity Church, San PFran- 
cisco, in 1848, what a transition has taken place! Then , there were 


two church buildings and three clergymen regularly at work, Today 


throughout the State of California the branch of the Christilan 
Church, under the direction of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
now has 385 clergy, 522 Parishes and Missions, 106,550 baptized 


Pers0ns, 2,582 Sunday School teachers, and 25,089 scholars, The 


*% 


total value of property 18 $16, 688, 903,67. 
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— C- In addltion to the ordinary Church buildings, there are 2 


4 


| noepitels, 1 Divinity 3chool, 1 8chool for treining of women, 
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3 for child care, 2 accredited s8chools, 1 Seaman's Institute, 


2 Homes for the aged, as well as other 8ocial institutions. 

In 1949 the 56th General Trilenilal Conventlon was held in 
Grace Cathedral, San PFrancisco, when Bishops Trom t he whole American 
continent gathered, The 8pecilal guest was the Most Rev. Cyril 
Foster Garbett D.D., Archbishop of York, England. 

This brief sketch would not be complete without a deep 
tribute of appreciation to the women of the Church, who through 


the organization of the Woman's Auxiliary have done 80 much To 


bring about the progress and development of the work of the Churenh, 
Together with the great leaders of the Church are Thoge whose devo- 
tion and labor is unsung, In the words of the ancient writer of 
the Book of Ecclesiasticus: "And some there be which have no 
memorial -=---= whose Tighteousness have not been forgotten, Their 
boaies are buried in peace, but their name liveth for evermore". 
Not in fabric, not in numbers, not in prestige lies the ad- 
vance of the Church, but in the Spirit of God in the hearts of men, 
translated into human s8oclety, The success of the past 18 a 


challenge to the future, Te Deum laudamus ! 
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= ths Reformation was laid in Germany, Switzerland and Gs Netherlands. When It ones , 
| began in the Netherlands 1t grow rapidly. And when independence for this country | 


The Reformed Churches , ©" \——_ ; 
Ap Coannert Rene He amr From þ Iz). ] 
" Reformed, a name well known on the Gontinent, but not go femilier in America. 


However "mg are Reformed Churches extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 


and from many gootions in Canada to the Sauthren States of the Union. 


"Reformed, and from what have you been reformed?” Tat is a very common question 
 5——nauanied - nemo Menbvory HENI=SHE "7 amet naabny The angwer 1s in the 
full title of the feformea Church in Americes," The Church of Jegus Christ Peformen 
according to the Wora of God." In part thenmenfind the angwer” in the Reformation, 
but for the whole one mugst go back to the Ghweh of the Apostles and the Old 
Testament. The Reformed Church is the Catholic Chwch,Reformed. 

A refarmation wes necessary beeause the people needed the Bible trengleted 
in their spoken language and the Church d1d not permit It, oven pers8ecuting to the 
death Tho ge who attempted a trengletion. The people needed to hear their language 
8poken in the worgship gervices which to them were conducted in a foreign tongue. 
Power was in the hands of one man, the Bigshop of Rome, gelfishness and greed exist- 
ed in high places, the Church was no longer living by the Word of God, All of 


which made necessary a reformation which was brought about and the Church went on 


Reformed e 


_—— 


The reformers never geparated from the Catholic Church, When early in the 
8ixteenth Century Martin Luther nailed his ninety-five theges to the door of the 
Gagtle Church in Wittenberg he 91d it becauge he wanted to reform the Church, he 


aid not intend to leave it. The Reformation was an act of the Church iteaelf. Inde- 


pendently of the German Refotmation there was a movement of Reformation in Switzere 
land, first under the leadership of Ulrich Zwingli and later of John Galvin, The 


movement algo gpread into France, Bohemia, Poland, Hungary, the Netherlands, and 


acrogs the Channel into England. And the Church Reformed was found in all of theee 


eountries, oven in Luther's Germany under the Elector Frederick of the Palatine. 


It is from this movement that the name Reformed was applied to the Church which 


was the Chureh of the Apostles and the Prophets. 


George P. Figher in his book "he Re formation” , affirms that the center of 
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was achieved through the gtubborn resistance of the people and the eallant 


0 ROE I > 4x.. 


leaderghip of Williem of Orange againgt the Incredible persecutions of the 
_ Spanish Duke of Alva, the Reformed Church became the establish Church of the 
(| Country. And throughout the centuries following 1t has remained the Church 
of the lowlands. 

It 1s in this Church that the ieformed Church in America and the Chrigtian 
Fgformed  hurch have their roots. More than three centuries and a gcore of Jear; 
ago the firast ieformed Church minisgter get foot upon this continent in New 
Amaetardem, what is now New York. There he organized a congregation of fifty mem 

-bers preaching the Nord of God and administering the Sacraments to them. Since 
| that early date there has been a continuous reformed Church ministry in America 
expanding wostward until Lit reached bog—dnectes mt SwrPramitywy in Calilfornke 
Gomparatively the growth of the Reformed Vhurch in America has been s8low, depend: 
ah ing ehlefly upon immigration from the Netherlands and Internal growth for its 
membership. It was not until 176h that P 8ingls figformed Church uged the En g=- 
1is8h in its gervices of worghip. And it was at that time that there was a bitt- 
ar 8truggle which gpllt the Church becauge one party wanted to remain clogely 
allied with the mother Church, while the other party wanted to adaptiiteslf to 


. the new world. But even though the Church has remained 8msll yet it has been 


' 
rr 4 AED. 


of great influence In ewimeeeryy and on the Mission fields of the world. And 
today its membership has grown COURSDOALIAN SKPOSLOINE on the West Coest, wr 
" Anbar. There ares members from all the larger denominations and from 
practically every eountry in Europe.in It today. 

In the early part of the present Zentury at about the time of the firgt 
world War members from feformed Churches gtarted to come to fibke-benmutbful 
Soagames® California. Many of these people were of recent immigration from the 
Netherlands and from Sutoh extraction out of Michigan, Illinois and Towa where 
in 18,7 large colonies of Hollanders had been planted. It was in these gettle- 
ments that the Christian Reformed Church had its origin and growth. At the time 


of the immigration in 187 there was but one body, the Reformed Church in 


America, When the colonisgts, who for the mogt part were s8taunch churchmen, : 
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young men and women of the C arethes in California for their higher education. 
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| first gottled in Michigan they organized a Claggisg and goon united with the 


Reformed Church in America. This was a natural thing to do gamadwmagm yr bobienrs! 
then ume rt 7tiniwapnbe=to, becaus9 they were of the sa8ams doctrine and 
perguasion, and they _ been helped on their way which was greatly needed. 
But there were gagome who wore not fully satisfied with the new relatilonghip and 
as a congequence certain Congistories withdrew from the Clagsis of Holland who 
became the leaders in what wvdffiffcclcty bec ame the Christian *eformea Church. 

Today both denominations avs found gide by s81de in many of the States of 
the Union and this is G89 trusVin California. The Reformed Church in America 
has The oldest Seminary for the training of miniaters in the United Stateg., It 
is located in New Jergey where the early fathers of the church planted it. An- 


other Seminary is located in Holland. Michigan, the Wegtern Theological Seminary 


& 
from which algo hundreds of men have graduated and gone Into the churches of the 


denomination and elge where, Rutgers University, now of the State of New 4 


but formerly a College of the Reformea Church 8t1ll holds allegiance to the "ho 
nomination. Hope College at Holland, Michigan, Central College at Pella, Towa, 
© aww4 , 

boon to 


and Northwestern Junior Col1leg9,, 2come a four yoar Jollegs, are Ingti- 


tutiongs of the Reformed Church in America. To thege Volleges go- many of the 


The Christian Reformed Church has Calvin College in Grand Rapis, Vichigan, an 
ingtitution of accredited higher learning to which their young people from Call- 


fornia go. And at Grand Rapids, Michigan they have their Seminary from which 
the ehurches receive thelr minigters. 
The Reformed Church in America in California 
It was wmawmabid about 1923 that the first Home Missionary of the "eformed 


ag 
Church arrived in California. © was the fev. Martin Flipge, who had been gerv- 


ing large churches in the far Easgt and Middle Weat gections of the Church. He 


felt called of God to find the brethren who had come to gettle on the West Coagt 
and if po8slble to organize them into a Church, and further to preach the Bogpel 


OR, to Thoge who were without. In this he gucceeded for he was instrumental in orga 
-  L1zing the: Hops Reformed *huroh 100ated now at 3ly W.florence Ave. in Ios Angeles 


— 
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This was In the fall of the year 1923 and 80 it is now jugt past the quarter ; 
Century mark that the Reformed Church in America bigan work in California. 


Soon after Hops Church was organized there wo almogt every Sunday morning 
g8oms people from Clearwater and Hynes pregent in the gerviceg. One of them, Mr. 
Andrew Rodenberg, ons day 8aid to the minister, you mugt coms and preach in Hynet 
gome of thege days," to which the minister replied, "do you mean that? "Yes," 
gaid Mr. fodenberg,” I mogt agguredly do and to prove that I mean it I will get 
a Hall for you to preach in." It was in this manner-that work began in what was 
then Hynes and now is Paramount, California. This wag early in 192 and for that 


gummer a theological gtudent from the Seminary in Holland, Michigan, was obtained 


to preach and to gurvery the field. Another s8tudent was 89cured "ay next Summer , 
MY. Jacob A. Ve Jong, who labored hard and was able to unify the poeple. In the 
month of October the Church was organized and it was 81166 the Cloarwater-Hynos 
Reformed Church. Today this church is the Enmanuel Reformed Yhurch of Eads” <- 
That game fall this Church called a man from Oak Harbor. Waghington , who labored 
with gucc98s for the egtablighing of the feformed Church dE in Califor- 
nia. He was the fev. Marinus Cook. who came in the Spring of 1926 , and under him 
a gmall group of devoted obyietiens wore able to build their ganctuary which Lis 
8ti1ll gerving the congregation, The Reve Mr. Cook went all out for Church Exten- 
gion, his own church was a mother to a new church three times dwring his ministry 
Each time a large number of his membership was diesmigsged to organize another 
Churches 

One of the groups which left was organized into the feformea Church of 
Artesia. This took place in 1932 when thirty eight families were diamisged to the 
new organization. This made the third Church of the Dendmination in California. 
To have a Clagsis the Congtitution requires three minigters and three elders, and 
now this number were there becauge the fey. Henry Beltman had become pagtor of 
the Hope Reformed Church and the regional mis gionary, the tigy., Martin Flilkse had 
becoms g8upply pastor of the Artesia Church. To have a Clasgis of California was 
very desirable becauge of the extreme distance between the churches here and tho ge, 


in Wa ahington. In 1933 &a request came from the Central part of the State for the 
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organization of a Church in the ocity of Ripon, The following year a church wag 
organized there and the game year a request from gome people in Bellflower wag 


THEAA wa ly 


granted and 8 ehweoh organized. ow, there were five ehurches and 1t had become 


feastible to form a Clagsgils. 


The Reformeqa Chwch government is repregentative. The lo al church is govern 


ed by a Congigtory compoged of elders and deacons elected by the members of the 
Church. Churches of a eommunity or district join one another by delegates, a 
minister and an elder of each local e hureh ,to form a Clagsis. The Clagsis again 
delegates four of its ministers and four of its elders to unite with other dele- 
gates from other Clasges to form the Perticular Synod. The Particular Synod 


delegates to ministers and two elfiers, or more according to the number of members 


in the Clasgsis, from each Clagsis, to form the General Synod. There are four rul 
ing bodies in the "eformed Church, of which the Consilgtory is the firgt and the 
others follow in the order of Claggsis, Particular Synod and General Synod. 


The Churches in California belonged to the Classis of the Cagcades, the cen- 
ter of which is in the State of Waghington. ivery meeting of the Clagsis, of 
which there are two every year as a minimum, It required from two to three 


thougand miles of travel for the delegates. The churchds therefore as goon as 


peas ible rYequeated that a Classis be organized for California. This was granted 
in ifiay of 1935. In Julhe of The game year the five churches of California became 


a Clagsis. 


Wham the churches were once organized a strong foundation was laid to go 
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Church Extengion work. Soms of the outstanding leaders In this w9p0 firgt of 
all the honored and revered 8genlor pastor in California, the "ev. Mertin Plips9. 
With him were the Rev. Marinus Cook and the "ev. Henry Beltman,D.D., of the minis 
try, and of the elderghip were Mr. "ER De Vries, of the Hope *eformed Church 
and Mr. Henry Vos of the Artesia Reformed Church. These men together with many 


obbb»y men and women gave liberally of their time and talents to the work of 
nec. and building a strong Koformed Church in Callfornia. One of the first 
Fe ohurches to v0 organized was the Trinity Church of EL anche whore the late Rev « 
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for the bullding of the Reformed Church in the States. Toaay the Clagsis 1s one 


; 


hundred percent in favoring and encouraging the work of extengion in many local: 
ities, both in the Southren and Central gections of the State. A strong Exten=- 


gion Gommittee compoged of members of the Glaasis is always on the lookout for 


new fields. Ta b2—==3>pips woot 


_ os 
. 
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The reg8gult of this work is 8een in that in the lagt ten years ten new 
churches have been added to the roll. Nine of these came into exigtance by or- 
ganization and the tenth came fully organized and med, which is the Church of 
GChrisgt (@®hinesgs) in the State Capitol. In all there ares now sixteen churches 


and the geventeenth is in process of being organized. Alreafly there is 8 gtrong 


Sunday School and worghip services are being held every Sunday. 
The Classis of California is interested In the whole program of the DenomT- 


nation. Many of the churches have a ghare In paying the Salary of A "proign 


— 


Missilonary or of a Home Mig sglonary. Large gums ares nnualy) ontathabad to the 


Educational Insgtitutiongs and the work of education in general in the denoming= 
tilone Several of the churches receive monthly offerings for the Christian Day 
Schools. The Classis of California expects when the hundred years higtory of 

its organization in the State of California is written there will be Reformed 
Ghurches throughout the State and a gtrong evangelical College of the Denoming= 
tion goms where cenbbally located to which its youth can go. 

The year the Classis of California was organized there were 536 members in 
full communion and 156 members by baptism,1002 in all. The churches raiged that 
yoar for all purpoges the gum of $19,791. Thirteen years after its organization 
there are 2,310 members in full commmion and 1661 baptized members or a total 
of 3,97l., And In this thirteenth year $175,231, was raiged for all purpoges in 
the denomination, which means that each family gave on the average of $150 or 
each member $75. 

The 1949 report to the General Symod of the igformed Church in America 
from the Clagsis of California was a follows: 
Churches Pagtors Aadregses | 


hvtesia ”-, Richard A. De Jong 1852Z $ Walnut St 
| Artegsia, Calif, 
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WE Arvbecis If. H. J. Abergon 11961 B 16th $t. Artes a 
Bellflower, Bethel, John Nieuwsma 9420 BE. Bellflower Blvd. 
| CS | : Bellflower, 
Bellflower, Mayfair, Leonaml P. Wezeman 9656 Bellflower Blvd. 
| Be 11f1lower 
El Monte, Trinity Peter Bol 912 E. Hemlock St, EL Montes 
Log Angeles, Hope Donald K.Blackis 3113 West 73rd $St., Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, Park 
* Hills Collegiate Henry be ltman 1591 Northridge Dr. Logs Angeles 
| p90 tee » Paradisge - 
ommunity Nicholas Gos88link 1113 Harris Avs., Modesto 
Oakland, Sobrante | 
Park Community Edward E. Fikse 151 Capigtrano Dr., Oakland 
Paramount, Enmanuel G. Vander Linden 7830 E. Jackgon St., Paramount. 
Redlands, Bethany Harold De Roo Beuna Vista St., Redlands 
Ripon, Calvary John H. Keuning P.0.B0x 519. Ripon 
Saoramento , Chureh 
of Christ Wal Shing Kwol 519 N.St., Sacramento 
San Francigco, 
Miraloma Community LeRoy Nattress 7 Gaviota Way. San Francisco 
Santa Ana, Park View ; 
Memorial Albert Van Dyk 2031 8. Olive St. Santa Ana 


P.0.Box 595 Sonoma. 


Sonoma, Grace Jacob A. De Jong 


Norwalk Manor Miss ion Charles Dumville, 11232 E.Excellgoir Dr. Norwalk. 
J.J. Werkman zZ12 B. *emp le Ave., Long Beach 
: Herman Vander Ploeg 1061 Hazelwood Ave., San Joge 


Paul R. Dickie 


715 Iadera St., Pagadena 
Jogeph PF. Scorza, 1812 Rio Hondo, Rogemead 
al 
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The Christian Reformea Chwroh in California. 
2 on The recorded higtory of the Clrigtian Reformed Chwreh in Calffornia goes 
: | dook. long 8 Malo land 208 1 the "Ive I. Ven Dellen made in the early gunner of 1910. 
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Revo. up, Van Dellen was commi.ggloned by the Classis Pella (Towa) to investigate 
the possibilities of church extension in California. Some g9yen families werg 
called together and met for divine gervice in the ſedlands YMCA. This. initel 
meeting and the favorable report pregented by Mr. Van Dellen eventuated in the 
organization of the Redlands Church in 191l. The Rev. Jacob Bolt became the 
firgt pastor of the newly organized chwch, and as home mis slonary was also chars 
ed with the duty of exploring the adjacent territory. 

A few families off dutch extrantion had algo come to the city of Eog Angeles 
To these the fey. ir. Bolt algo ministered which lead to the organization of a 
Church in 1911. The fev. F.J. Drost from Lo ighton, Iowa was called to become the 
firgt pagtor. During this early period a number of wing REES had algo taken 
up residence in the San Francisco Bay area and in gome of the towns in the San 
Joaquin and Sacramento valleys. A leader among them wag Mr. D. Heolk, well remem- 
bered, and 8still actively interested in the work of the Kingdom. Tt was particul- 
arly upon the golleitation of him that thege regions too were explored, with the | 


regult that the fieve. F.W. Stuart of Sanborn, Iowa came to be the Missilonary=-pasgtor 


} 
of the newly organized church in Hanford, Califomia in 1913. Thug the roots 


were planted from es A Bars in Califommla grow. 

The next s8tep in the development of the Christian fieformed Chwrch in this 
State was 8ilgnalilzed by the arrival of a delegation of Clagsis Pella, @ons1st- 
ing of the Rev. C. De Leeuw and the Rev. I. Van Dellens In the Spring of 1515, 
for the purpoge of "Church Vigitation."” The special mandate given this e omm1 ge 
a3lon by the Vlazsis was to pregent to the repregent-tives of the California 
Charw bes the feagibillity of establighing a regional conference 80 that the local 
churches might more eaglly exercigse fraternal relationghip and Jointly consider 
what would be for the expediting of the work of church extensſon in our State. 

The establishtent of this Conference, now known as "The Conference of the 
California Chwches of the Cris tian *eformed Church” was formatly effected 


| 
June 8,1915, at as meeting held in the mange of the *adlands Church. This Confer. - 


ence continued in exisgtance untill in 1921 the Clagsis of California was OrPgan= F 
1zed. The various Yonsigtories delegated two of their members to attend the 
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Fc. mootings of the Conference which were held every six months, end in turn the 
Conference would chooge « delegation eonsiating of a Minigter and an Elfer 

to repregent the churches of the Conference at the gemi-annual meetings of the 
Clagsis Pella. 


But as the number of families immigrating to Califomia increaged, and 
ehurches were organized and added to the number exigting, voices began to be 
heard expressing a persistant desire to be organized into a geparate Clagsis. 


A formal overture, endorged by the Clagsis Pella was therefore prepared and 


pregented to the Synod of 1922 requesting the organization of a geparate Clags!i 


This Synod, however 41d not act favorably upon the overture, since Synod Aatf 
not consider the venture too promising; and the digtance from the Mid-Weat to 
the Pacific geemed gtill at that time go formidable. 

When the Synod of 192h received another overture toupayw the potettof 
from the California Churches the request was granted. Thus a meeting was called 
to convene at Hanford on August 6,192), and the Classis was formally organized. 
The following Churches were repregented by either a minister and elqer or two 


o14ors: Hanford, Los Angeles, Redlands, Ripon, San Francis8co and Rehoboth, New 


Mexico. There was a total of gix congregation and a memberghip of *68 families. 


8, 03g reared "SCE tit; to-wraco-th—organize- 


HECHT now In 8Xist ance #ho-good 


p——_—_— 


MISTY C 


- — x Im___ 
' *1 TC -18 L48it<ALS 15 


_ — 


, . —— I E »,n o IIFTT3T1.A34 


to Fhe gtatilaticas of the 


churches as pregented at the 25th Annivergary celebration at Hanford on Septem- 


ber 18,1949, «4 94 {olkome | 


Churches No.of Femilies Ministers 
Alameda 6 G.R. Veonatra 
Arcadia 67 Vacant 
Artosia | 95 K. De Waal Malefyt 
Pirgst Bellflower z15 H. De Mots 
Second Bgllflower 120 M. Vander Zwaag 
Compton | 15 Vacant 
Age OY, 50 Joh. Potergen 
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Los Angeles 100 James Daane, Thedes ; 
Modesto 50 Vac ant 

Ontario Ls L. Bouma 

Phoenix (Arizona) ZZ H. A. Dykstre 

Rehoboth (New Mexico) 25 A. Poel 

First Redlands LOL, H. Radiug 

First Ripon 162 J.J. Steiginga 

Ripon, Immanugl 82 E. Tanis 

San Diego 26 P. A. Hookgtra 


There is now a total of 1132 families and 65,z communicant and baptized 
members. At this game meeting of the Clagsis 1t was reported that churches 
were orgenized and e8teblished et Tucscn, arizona, where the Rev. G.B. 
po erdJyr is 8erving at pregent as Nigs lonary=Pastor, et *eatands where 8 
88c0nd congregation was organized, end eguthorizetion was given to a ©yOUP of 
femilies 8t Egcslon, a0 jecent to the Eipon-Modesto churches, to be organized 
ang to call a pastor. 


Oreatt, under God, for the progress of theses churches 8hould be given not 


only to the logasil pagtors, but to the Home Misglonaries: thoge of earlier 
years, the Rev. Jacob Bolt, fgy. FP. J.Drost, Rev. Tv. Stuart and the fev. Wy. 
Hogkenga. Thege were later gucceeded8 by the "ev. J. De Jonge, the fev. B.7. 

De Vries, and the iiev. N. De Vries. Some of the above have been called to 
higher 8ervice, while 8ome ere 8ti1l gerving in other fields. The Kev. Frank 

De Jong cane beamay from the large First Church of Pella, Iowa in 1938 ahd laid 
the founaational work of the growing congregation of Arcadia, aided in the 
establighment of the Phoenix Ghurch and the Clurech at Compton, end after gerv- 
ing the newly orgenized Second Church of Bellflower as its firagt pagtor, return- 
66 to hk firet love, that of home mis 8ions, and Is now engaged in esteabligh» 
ing the work of the Lord in Lakewood Village where the Christien Reformed 
Church is erecting a beautiful manse and en attractive church building to 

zerve that community. The "ev. G.B. Boerefyn wo as misg lonary-pastor gerved thi 
youthful San Diego Chureh [ 


where during the war years be 414 a maryellous work 
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' in operating the Christien Service Center of our Church where hundreds of our 


boys found ghelter during these trying years. Now he is gerving the newly or- 
ganized Church at Tugeon, Arizona as mis gs lonary=-pastor ., 

And It ghould not be overlooked that the Churches thSselves ghowed an ac- 
tive interest in this phage of evangelisation ard extension thru its Classicsl 
Home Missilongs Committee, The Rev. 5S. Struyk who has the daigtinection of being tt 
the pastor having the longest record thus far of continuous gerviese in any of 
our California Churches, having g8erved the Log Angeles congreget ton as its 
whey from 193h, till his emeritation in 194.9. has gerved as «a member of this 

committee and as its s90retary for 12 years, mabkoeeanmrttH+— tore wordopful peri 


"_ 


—_ 


hs 


The individual churches too take enf} active part in the work of reaching 
out to the unchurched and gcattered about them. The xamnkabinns Los Angeles Yhurch 
winkain has built en attractive chapel and adjoining clags rooms and engages & 
full-time gogpel worker. The Bellflower=-Arteg1s Chwches have just completed a 
beautiful bullaing to cerry on this work in Bellflower, whth two full-time 
workers , Lievy help being frnished by the membersh ip of theae churches. 


Every ”hwrch carries on gome migei on pro ject In Regt-homegs, in Sanatoria, in 

Ho8gpitals and In houging project; of the government. 
Mention too ghould be made of the cauge of GChristien Education which lies 

cloge to the hearts of the memberaship of this @Thurch. ALL hes have 


taken a very active part in geeing that this cauge Is properly propogated. Suck 
Schools may now be found in Redlends, Ontario, Arcadie, Glendale, Los Angeles, 


San Diego, Hanford, Ripon and Alemeda. The Bellflower-Artesis a4igtrict hag not 
only the lower grades, but algo a fully accredited High-School; as also the 
Ripon-Modesto digtrict. Thus thege churches geek to keep Iinviolete the heritage 


bequeathed to them by their fathers p 
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gentences here and the 


ly thank him Yea} ; 
JeOgUBs of; is 50a! 3 1gac © anced: : 
Rev. G. Vander Linden _ | 
1 
O os | / 
Rev. SS SFru yk YorixHeoay 
. 
1 


TY AC te} pu ge ts? 0) a 2 IT LL ie i SIS Nis: wb Ip | 0 : = 
10h EI 23d a yr. 43 on wt LIT wy 3 4 AY ' 4 £2552 F FEY 5,0 NW an — SER - OR SCE TY III TY, b a*-\ 
Hs 34 Re _ 9 5 SRP OY OE EE SS I ES on Ih RS ERIE ond eg WRT io ERA eo 7 GATE : 0 
x whiz >. uy . c "—_ : o by ff © d «+ 5 / - oh 8 bc? . : 5 , 
De ot Ss & br + LR Ot I nb 4 2 OO SIN TOI Y © , EET TEE LAS EEE 4 > Es NE OFT ALT '' Rt 5 WE os 
3-4 be. Wee , o #,-4C *% « . SSIS "I: PIE ITE ES a Ss (% 3 CE RK i , 5 "Fc WF - SD INSISTS, Ft 3 ET wor 5 2 Ls 
a To an WE : F y < , { : I 


i _ eas geen TU PRETTABLRTTT SEN EEE 
SIE Lo EL Co A ot I ns oe a ie, A RT 
- P Wm = "> + » in, os - _ o * = 4 = 3 » X 


Perron enÞ 


= "DO —— - 
ed LEES 
, ans ot " rear PEN An now. 
» # 
- 


The "Koen Calle li C Chu rc h nh A - 
RT AXKKv 1 


— 


w_—_— 


Charlas C, Conroy 


"Noman 
The history of the \Cntholio Church in what is now the State of California 


z0es back remotely to the explorations of Juan Rodyigues Cabrillo in 1642, and 
of Sebastian Visoaſno in 1602, That is to say, thee men, representing a Catholio 


Power, were aocompanied by priests who conducted divine servioce on these shores 


in those far-off days. But, in a more proximate and particular s8ense, the nar=- 
avs vogue with the establismment, by Padre Juti.pero Serra, of the Mission 
San Diego de Aloald on July 16yH, 1769, 

The story of the California Missions, built and cared RE. ® Francis can 
Fathers, is an epio of this western coas8ts From the beginning in 1769 until 


the erection of San Francisco Solano, in the present Sonoma Coumty, 23 of these 


establisghments were founded, In them the Indians learned the arts of agriculture 


and the techniques of rude manufactures The history of the Missions has, in 


faot, unique interest. It has been well and faithfully described by the pen of 


Father Zephyrin Engelhardt, hinself a Francigcan, and an ass8iduous collector of 
pertinent sowroe material, In his many volumes must be sought the well documented 
f . 


a coount of the eighty years which sew the rise, prosperity, and ruin of these 


outposts of Christian oivilization in the valleys and on the shoreline of Calif- 


ornia . 


The decline of the Mis8lons was rapid, and, in the main, it was the regult 
of "secularization" - a process which by Spanish lew transferred (or was intended 
to transfer) these 8ettlements, with their churches, to the authority of a 
diocesan bighops But in 1834 ha. plan was inaugurated and carried out by the 
authorities in California with no regard for the temporal welfare and the 
8piritual interests of the Indians, Lands and herds were expropriated to other 


owners and other ends, and at last even the very churches themeselves were 801d or 


leased without sanction of law and Justices 


So far lad the ruin proceeded that, in 1840, after a formal r eg0lution of 
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the Mexican Congress four years earlier, the diocese of the Californias was 


| establishede, But the newly-appointed Bis hop, Father Francois oo Garcia Diego 
y Moreno, himself a Mexican and a Franciscan, was almost powerless to gave 
anything. He did, however, 8ucceed in erecting a gemirary at Santa Ines, on 
a tract of land granted to him by Governor Micheltorena, Worn out by his 
efforts to better conditions in the Californias, he died at Santa Barbara on 
Amril 30, 1846, at the age of 8ixtys The administration of the vast diooese 
pass8ed into the hands of Father Franciso00 Gonzalez Rubio, also a Franciscan, 
who for four and a half years ater the Bishop's death held the post of viecar- 


capitular and who saw great changes in the life and fortunes of California in 


that comparatively brief period. 

Father Gonzalez Rubio had hardly more than taken his new office, in fact, 
when war broke out between Mexico and the United States,» The struggle in 
California has many points of interest; but the essential thing to the present 
narrative was the raising of the American flag at Monterey on July 7AX, 1846, 
With that act a new chapter of history began, and it is our purpose now to give 


Komen 
s8ome account, inadequate indeed, of the part which Tas ache le Chur ch has played 


in the development of the State,which 3 
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centenary of its admission to the aaneas Amorioan—Untor — 


In 1848, an epochal event had already bought the beginning of complete 


ohange to the economic and political character of Alta California and to its 

his torio futures This event was the Ui. s covery of gold at Coloma, near the site 
of the mresent city of Sacramento, The excitement produced by the news spread 
to the remotest hamlets of the United States and to lands overseas. The regult 


was an influx of fortune-seekers and adventurers, many of them, men of good 


oharacter, Two years Water the population of Alta California was certainly in 


excess of 100,000, and it was still growing by leaps and boundsse 
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Here was an unexpected and very difficult problem for the good Father 
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Gora len Rubio. The newoomers were of all oclasses and creeds» Among them 
were not a few Catholics, But the handful of priests in the land could no& 
possibly minister to the Spiritual needs of 80 many people, In nothern and 
central California mining towns were 5 prinling up overnighte The 8outhern 
districts were left, unaffected for a time, on the edge of the 8wirling tide 
EE 1mmigration 


of men which Swept into the new E1 Dorados 
A 


Relief, 


| +404 pg near Father Gonzalez Rubio had found it hard to 
obtain English Speaking priests . In June, 1850, however, & new Bishop was 
consecrated for distant California, This prrelate was Josepþh Sadoc Alemany, a 
Dominican Father, a native of Spain and by adoption an American Pet Poem He 

had been a missionary to the scattered groups of Catholics in the rural districts 


of the eat and early midwest. Speaking English fluently, and having knan ledge 


of geveral other languages, he came to the Golden S tate in the yeer of its ad- 


_— mission to the Unions With excellent executive ability, he s8et himself to the 


huge task of construotion which was wegently necessarye Meanwhile, Father 


A 

Gonzalez Rubio had laready sought and obtained the services of geveral/religious 
Mme 

orders» Bishop Alemany at & proceeded to build upon the foundations 80 well 


laid by the good Francis can adminis tretore 
One of the | irot permanent results of the Bishop's plans was 8een in th 
_establishment by the Jesuit Fathers, in 1851, of Santa Clara College - now, in 
the hundredth year of its existence, an institution of university rank, 4A few 
years later Saint Ignatius' College opened its doors in[S an Francis co, This, 


under The name of 
too, 8till in the oare of the Jeguits, is flourighing today =, the Univers ity 


of San Francis0c0s | | 
Several commmities of Sisters 4 then came to California to establish 


orphanages and academies for girls» To this period oan also be traced the 


» 
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earliest plans for the erection of eandinla; which were sorely needed in the 
new and rapidly developing States 
| Ale manys 

Some important jurisdiotional changes affected Bighop 4lmenany's works 
For one thing, Lower California (sf 11 Mexican territory) was out off from 
the 014 dlocese of Monterey, For another, the differences in the character 
of the two ends of the State brought complexity to the difficulties which 
had to be solved; and in The third place, the gouthern part, = iti 
a 8ignifiocant nigration, A awd cha over the o1d southern trails, remained 
predomim te ly Spanish in speech, and had, moreover, the problem of the Indians 
scattered through the deserts and the mountains, and on ocoasion inclined to 
be unruly, The answer to the questions posed by these and other matters 8eemed 
to be implioit in a readjustment of diocesan authority, 80 that the handicaps 
of differenceyand dis tance mi tt be fairly OVer COMme s 

Accordingly, on July 29, 1853, the diocese of Monterey was divided, A new 
See of metropolitan rank was established at San Francisco, anaſe 1t was transs- 
ferred Bishop Alemany of Monterey, In nis stead, as head of the now reduced 
diocese of Monterey, was appointed Reverend Thaddeus Amat, a priest of the 
Mis8ion of Saint Vincent de Paul, A native of Spain, he had labored in 
_Pennsylvania and other eastern States for more than fifteen years» He spoke 
English fluently, and his knowledge of Spainshiwas, of course, essential to 
the 8s uccess of his work in the 8s outhern hal of California as leader of its 
scattered Catholic populations 

accordingly 
_ The new Archbishop of San Francigoo was mers, free to give all hs time to 
the complex and diffioult problems which had been oreated for the Church in the 
Y As already tated, 

nobthorn half of California. 4 A fair percentage of the gold-geokers was Catholio; 


it was made up of men of many races, although, of courge, most of the newoomers 


hailed from the eastern 8eaboard and were men of English speech. But there were 


others, too, and thus it beoame necessary to provide priests who could minister 
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- to Peoples whos s mother-tongue was not Englishe 


Another problem was the provision of ohurches in the rew mining towns « 
Costs of building were high, and even a modest struoture represented a cons ider- 


able outlay of moneys The settlements might not be permanent, sinoe their 


prosperity depended entirely upon the fortunes of mining. Hence, care had to 
be taken in the matter of expenditures, but it is not s8urprising that sometimes 
fairly comnodious chur ches were erected in towns destined to decline in pop=- 
ulation and influences. All religious bodies had this same problem to 8ome ex- 
tent; yet it undoubtedly affected Catholic parish organization more 'cons iderably 
than other religious groups were affected, 

In the long run, however, difficulties of this nature were overcome. By 
degrees, permanent centers of population developed, and gome of these were 
destined to »66/mpid gromthe San Francisco itself had a population of about 


eh in according to The 8pecial census of 1852, The next largest of California 


cities, Sacramento, was also in Arohbis hop Alemany!'s diooeses The first Mass 


there had been celebrated in 1850 - the year of the State's admission to the 
Unions. San Jos ©, in the Santa Clara Valley, was taking on gome importanosez 
another oonsiderable tom was forming at Stookton, and the beginnings of the 
progperous cities whioh now fill the eastern shore of the Bay of San Francisco-. 


held out promise for the futures 


Arohbishop SINGP had confidence in the continued gronth and development 


of California, and on more than ons oocasion gave expression to Hos raed ECLSLIE 
Soon after his appointment to the gee of San Francis co, he regolved to build 
a oathedral in that oity, and in a few years realized his plan. The substantial 
edifice, now oalled 014 Saint Mery's, till s8tands, in charge of the Paulist Fathers 


* 
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for more than half a century now, an the northeast corner of California Street and 
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Duw pov 
Grant Avenue - the latter, in those early days, called DuponiStreet. Some news= 


paper accounts of 1656 - a year famous in Vigilance Committee history = show us 
the picture of a spacious building, the largest church structure in the city, 
although 8till unfinished as far as interior Ab ti6s wit: This building was 
completely gutted by the fire which followed the earthquake of April 13, 1906, but 
its walls 8stood firm, and in due time it was restored and then enlarged to its 
present Spacious capacity s. 
Hospitals and orphanages were provided as a matter of course. And 8schools 
were built. By 1300, when the povulation of the city was Jjust over 506, 000, there 
were half a dozen Catholic churches in San Francisco, with the imnnediate pros- 
pect of the erection of two or three more, St. Ignatius! collags wan now commodiously 
noused in a substantial building on Market Street, even then destined to be the 
city's main thoroughfare, In a very few years the college had won a notable 
reputation for the thoroughness of its classical training no less Chan 
ror the value of its scientific courses under Such able professors as Fathers 
Bayma and Neri, well known in their tine to] the citizens of San Franciscos 
turning of to the s8outhern nal of California, we see, in the 81xtlies 
and 8eventies, a different picture. The "Cow Counties" were 80 called, not in 
derision, as some writers have Suggested, but because the sobriquet actually de=- 
scribed their chief source of wealth - cattle raising. There were horticultural 
interests, too - orchards and vineyards. Everything depended upon Seagonal 
rainfali, which, alas, was not always adequate. In this land of great 
ranchos and ranges, the population increased but s lowly, and the people were 57: /(/ 
mostly Spanish-speaking, The pitiful swvivors of the Kisslon Indians were 
nearly all in this part of California, They became the easy prey of the greed of 
the white man, and they imitated his intenperance amd 74m wad, 
This ; A... WWE) picture of California of the South when Bishop Thaddeus 


Anat came to his diocese in the fall of 1855. -Fewer than a SCOre of priests 
eneral- 


served the ores which had swrvived tz et Whrivc of the 95 ions, - But there 
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| unmn4. L5tal mY indications of a better future. The new Bishop had "obtained 


te Bone er A Mo nt 


ns - 8b uder nts Tor- the priesthood, and in a few months several of these were ready for 
RO PL ings, 0s 

ISA ordination. The Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul came to Los Angeles 

IND "at the beginning of 1856, and opened, first a school and an orphanage, and then, 


; two years later, a hospital., In 1858 the Bishop again went abroad, and sought 


aid in several European countries, He was able to secure a number of recruits 


for the sacred ministry, and obtained donations which, while not Large, helped | 
materially to forward plans which had been for several years in the making, 


A diocesan seminary was one of these., The o1d college at Santa Ines had not 


Succeeded in providing priests; and, at the time, it was maintained in the in- 4 
terest of both San Francisco and Los Angeles. Bishop Amat now hoped to build a 
Seminary for his om diocese. The plan did not then materialize, but in 1865 
St, Vincent's College, in charge of the Vincentiah Fath ers , came into being, and 
= for ks years was the center of higher learning for the Catholic young men 


OT: of Southern California, Its yuecr5so7 today 1 IS Loyola Unwersrty of lvs Angeles . 


After ten years in his diocese, then, Bishop Amat could point to the recovery 


of Catholic interests to a considerable extent, At the tine of his coming to 
PE. California, in 1855, the United States Land Conmission was ready to confirnſthe 
| __ title of the Church to the old Missions and their adjacent proverties, Of the 


twenty-one in all, sixteen lay within the limits of the dio oese of Monterey--since 


w 1659 called the diocese of Monterey and Los Angeles, Oaks re in ruins; repair 

| > : | work made the others s8erviceable, As things were, these churches really created | 
” the centers of population of that day, and thereby stimulated the establishment, 
= % PLS : of s8chools, hospitals, and orphanages in the decades that followed, 

7M Pn The Civil War had Little effect upon Southern California in a nilitary 
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BE: + 20080, $hough the o1d army posts established after the conquest of California 


for & long Time 
1, and had, considerable economic importance for the region, In 1670 the Nov 
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of T08 Angeles had a population of only 5,728, in contrast with San Francisco!s 


I is Miffioult y estinate with any degree of exactness. the number of Koman 
_ = ag "298. total PISOn of California in 
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1370 was 560, 217. In 1861 the Vicariate-Apostolic of Marysville had been separated 


a later 
from the Archdio cese of San Francisco, and its Jurisdietion, extended eastward 


much of 
over the new State of Nevada. TIt had a Catholic population, within the limits 
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of California, of about 30,000, The diocese of Monterey and Los Angeles had 


perhaps as many, while the San Francisco jurisdiction could claim 125,000, There 


were, therefore, out 185,000 Catholics in the State in 1870. The figures, as 


2iven, may perhaps be somewnat too smalls 


It may be ELLA, that, in 1868, the Vicariate-Apostolic of Marysville 
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had become the dio ose of Grass Valley, Bishop Eugene O'Connell, who had eharge- (aol 
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ME its destinies, was a noteworthy figure of California's early days, In San 
Francisco ne TH charge of the training of seminarians - for Archbishop Alemany 
had, on account of the remoteness of Santa Ines, cherished the hope of building 
an ecclesiastical college in his own city. The diocese of Grass Valley, included all 
the principal towns of the adjacent State of Nevada, In this narrative those 
diocesan statistics which represent the parishes in Nevada are not included in 
the s8everal sumaries of population and development. 

In 1669 Bishop Amat of Los Angeles went to Rome, with the other bishops 
of California, . to attend the s8es8sions of the Vatican Council, and upon his return 
he began, in 1871, the erection of a cathedral church in his home city, This 
edifice, completed in 1876, was no gmall undertaking for the 20,000 Catholics of 
the g8outhern diocese. When the cathedral was consecrated, April 30, 1676, it was 

| ___free of debt, and $80, 000 had been expended upon its erection and furnishingse. 

The decade 1871-1880 was a troubled one for California. The disastrous 
drought of 1863-186lL, had long ago ruined the cattle-raising economy, and now, in” 
1376-1877, another bad year virtually destroyed the sheep-raising business of the 
8outhern part of the State, A financial crisis, with many bank failures, had 

. Supervened in 1675, But a OFOCeSS of 8low recovery 8et in, and by 1880 arthive 


had almost returned to their normal status. 
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| he Ay noteworthy administrative change is the '!seventies was occasioned 


by | long illness of Bishop Anat, the beginnings of which went back to 1872. He 
: ia, in 1873, the 8ervices of a coadjutor, Bishop Francis Mora, one of the 
dts who. came to the diocese with him in 1655, Bigshop Amat's health con- 
tinued to decline, and at last he 8uccumbed on May 12, 1676, He was Succeeded 

by Bishop Mora, a conservative man of 8ound judgment, who was destined to _— 


Side over the diocese during the years of the first large migration of no# of comers from 


EF 1d Middle Wes ff 
© a7 56 Southern California. 


In the gane year, 1880, the population of California was 86,694, Accord=- 


ing to the estimates of the diocesan offices there were, in-the-same—yeenr, 219, 000 


> 


a 
Catholics in the State, The Archdiocese of San Francisco accounted for 185, 000 


Wo, th olivere 
of thesez dat, of Los Angeles for 21,000 (exclusive of 3,000 Catholic Indians ) 


and that of Grass Valley, in the portion within California, of 10,000, The 
= TK. Catholic population was, therefore, about one-quarter of the whole, The city of 


| San Francisco had fourteen parishes with churches, and three churches for people 


of foreign tongues: one German church, one French, and one in wich s8ermons were 


"IP a+ 
F preached in Spanish and Italian, Besides, there were in the other parisnes | EY us 
54. 14 
priests who s8spoke s8everal languages; this was especially true of the Jesuits,! A 


Chinese Mission in San Francisco was established with marked Success, TIts work ths 
endured to the present time; it is housed in a modern building with excellent 


S0Ipmonts 


After 1680, there was a new alignment of the distribution of California's 


population. In that year, San Francisco had 233,959 inhabitants, and Los Angeles 


. | had only 11,1863, This 8mall figure, however, represented a ROWLING of the 
2 The Southemn. n deed) 
8 © > OTST population of that city since 1870, An era of growth for the South was now at 


hand, The coming of the Santa Fe Railway in the early '!eighties was the signal 


for a large imuigration, A... £ from the Middle West, and for a land "boom!" 


Ti 
which after 1886 reached " whods proportions, only to subside rapidly in 1838-189, 
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Many people were financially enriched by the 80irit of 8peculation; and, in the | 
end, many more were nearly ruined. Nevertheless, there were permanent gains, | 
Los Angeles! $0,395 inhabitants (census of 1890) shifted the emphasis for a large 

part of the State's growth (the population in 1890 was 1,213, 398), toward the 

South and from that time onward, Los Angeles has never ceased to be a magnet 

of attraction for peoples of other regions, The two Catholic churches of the 


city in 18380 had become five in 1590; and a fair start in the development of 


Catholic schools had been successfully made, The nar thern part of the State 

held its om, however, and Showed s8ubstantial growth for the decade, A new 

diocese (Sacramento) had, in 1886;- replaced the o1d diocese of Grass Valley, A 
in Oacramento; 

conmodious cathedral church was built,, and a new one was under way in San 

Franciscog The number of churches in the City of the Golden Gate was Lf, of 

which twelve were parish churches, 

During the decade just past, the aged Archbishop Alemany, who had labored 
in Calitornia Tor nearly thirty-five years, resigned his charge and retired, be- 
cause of failing health, to his native Spain, where he died in April, 1633, In 
1396 Bishop Mora of Los Angeles followed his example, and lived on in Spain until 
1905, Bishop O'Connell of Grass Valley died in Los Angeles in 1691, His place 


had been taken in 188, by Patrick Manogue, who became, in May, 1886, the first 


- Bishop of Sacramentos ; 
The financial depression of 1693 affected California considerably, al- 


| though the Los Angeles area continued to maintain a high rate of growth, Hard 


times in general, however, prevented the immediate realization of new enterprisess. 
The decade 1691-1900 was therefore one of conservation rather than of expansions 
Yet noteworthy progress was made. In 1900 there were 1,165,053 people within the 


- boundaries of California, San Francisco had a population of 312,782, and Los 


Angeles had 102,179 people, A careful enumeration made in 1899 showed that one-fifth 
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'VW.R ordan of San Francisco was energetic and progressive 3 Bishop George Montgomery 
an Los Angeles had sveccessfully opposed the spirit of intolerance engendered by the 
|  BoPohs movement, and Bishop Manogue of Sacramento labored in the spirit of the 


Py 


pioneer of mining days that he was. The work of earlier decades was rounded out; 


Dy substantial churches and schools replaced.the temporary buildings of earlier 


empleted Md 
days. St. Mary's Cathedral in San Francisco had DodP CEI208070< in 1891 ws 
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Orphanages, hositals, schools had multiplied, and all were doing well, 
k: _ Such, in very brief outline, is the history of the vatholic Church in California 
from 1850 to 1900, A new era may be 8aid to have dawned with the new century. 


- 


©: ng The year 1901 8aw a quickening of the migration hither, and opened, not only 


chronologically, but economically and industrially, &aew age” in the southern 


£ : | maintained which wu 
Wy part of the State, whilst in the northern part it quickened that already well 


| advanced, A few Stalistics may be introduced at this point in our narrative, 
In this same year, 1901, then, the &rchdiocese of San Francisco had 63 parish 

| churches and 53 miss ion abos; the former served by resident pastors. The 

[3 number of orieets in active Service was 216, There were 32 parish s8chools, and 

. 20 academies. The attendance at all s8chools was about 20,000, In the diocese of 
= ” ___ Konterey and Los Angeles there were 12 parish churches and 35 mnission churches, 
:  NVinety-six priests were in's8ervice. The diocQse had 18 parish schools and 19 
> ET academies, The enrollment in all schools was h,3hh, In that part of the diocese 


ry of Sacramento within the State of California there were 33 parish churches 


 missions with churches. There were 9 parish schools, 7 academies, and 
' high 8chool, The total number of pupils was 1,156, + 
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In the Archdiocese of San Francisco there was a Catholic population of 
225,000; in the diocese of Los Angeles, 57,000; and in that of Sacramento (the 


part in California only), 26,000. #he-bobad-weas—eerefare, 308, 000 Catholics 
in a population (census of 1900) of 1,185, 053, 


No new colleges had been insLibuted during the preceding decade, The 
nunber, therefore, stood at 3, There had, however, been : marked increase 1n 
academies and parish schools, and there were four seminaries for the education 
of priests, three of wich belonged to communities of religious. 

An important event of 1902 was the appointment of Bishop Montgomery of 
Los Angeles to the coadjutorship of San Francisco, The change was 8ignificant 
Tor both areas, The Bisnop, creatly admired by all classes of citizens in his 
Southern home, was now recalled to larger service in a field wherein he had Long 
labored as a priest and a diocesan official, To Los Angeles came, as his suc- 
cesSor, Bishop Thomas James Conaty, who had just completed his term of office as 
Rector of the vatholic University of America in vashington. Bishop Conaty at 


once lnaugurated a program of building which was carried forward through the next 


decade, After $8even years of devotion to this task, the Bishop could point, in 
1910, to a growth which a |hort time earlier could not have been foreseen, The 
102,179 people in Los Angeles in 1900 had become 319,198 ten years later. The 
six churches in the city had gromm to 21, and the Catholic population had main=- 
tained its rate of increase in the o1d proportion Eg 4 in five of the whole, 
In an Francisco, the chief event of the decade was the earthquake of 
April 16, 1906, iaad rollowed by a disastrous conflagration, wiped out, in all 
fields of CPP Yn the labors of years, Among the important losses was that of 
St, Ignatius! College, in charge of the Jesuit Fathers, who had celebrated, only 


a year earlier, the fiftieth anniversary of their foundation in the city, As al- 


$a 4. *% 4 


ready stated, the college enjoyed a fine reputation for the thoroughness of its 


instruction in the sciences and in the classics. Many distinguished sons of 


San Francisco were among its alumni, Although the naterial of the college.and the _ f7 we 


| grout collegiate church of St. -Ippabras was complete, a new 8ite was at once 

rchs j , and in the ns of resolute recovery from calamity the work of re- 
L building Was begun, whilst modest quarters for a few years housed WT ti and 
church. Today Le have. been 8plendidly replaced, and, under the name of the 
University of San Francisco, the educational work has been kept abreast of the 


most exacting present-day requirements. 


Elsewhere in the wade dozen or more churches had to be rebuilt, and twice 
that many extensively repaired, Hospitals and orphanages, schools and religious 
centers, suffered in like measure; and altogether the financial Los 8es mounted 
into high figures, 

The diocese of Sacramento suffered no damages of consequence, but several. 
churches and an orphanage in the northern part of the diocese of Los Angeles were 
ruined or badly damaged, Everywhere the losses were replaced as $800n as possible, 
and always with more substantial structures, Then came the year 1910, Again 
account must be taken of s8piritual and material growth, The State had 2,377, 5u9 
inhabitants; San Francisco counted 116,912; Los Angeles, 319,196; Oakland, 150, 17h; 
: Sacramento, l,696; San Diego, 39,573, These were the largest centers of pouula=- 
| tion, The Archdiocese of San Francisco had a Catholic population of 250, 000 with 
| 103 parish churches and 62 mission churches; 307 priests were engaged in the 
work of the 8acred ministry., The diocese of Monterey and Los Angeles had 93 
 parish churches and 65 missions, with 188 priests in service. The Catholic 
tion was estimated at an even hundred thousand. Sacramento counted 


(within California) 38,000 Catholics. They had 38 parish churches and 61 priests, 


The Catholic population of the State was, therefore, about 388,000, 


The following decade (1911-1920) was that of the first World War, in con=- 


* Sequence of which _ building operations were of necessity curtailed, There 


| were, none the 1e88, significant changes. In Los Angeles, St. Vincent's College, 
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established in 1865, was Succeeded by the present Loyola University, in charge 
of the Jesuit Fathers, ALl three of the incumbent bishops died within a few 
years: Archbishop Riordan 1N 191h, Bishop Conaty in 1915, Bishop Thomas Grace of 
Sacramento in 1921. The last named had succeeded Bishop Manogue in June, 1696, 
The new Archbishop of San Francisco, Edward Joseph Hama, had been a pro- 
fessor in St, Bernard'!s Seminary, Rochester, NeY.,, and had served from 1911 as 
Auxiliary Bishop of San Francisco, In Los Angeles, the vacancy was filled by 
the appointment of John Joseph Cantwell, at the time Vicar General of San Franciscos 
And the diocese of Sacramento received as its pastor Patrick Joseph Keane, who 
had been for a number of years regtor of the Church of St. Francis de Sales, the 
center of the largest parisn in the city of dutcianid;, 
ALL three, each in his own way, were remarkable men. Archbishop Hanna 
was a gifted orator; a man of close as80ciation with citizens of all reeds and 
all walks of life, Cosmovolitan by nature and training, his was a pleasant and 
captivating personality. Bishop Cantwell was an organizer and a builder, Far- 
8ighted, and of boundless energy, he had the gift of unerring judgment in The 


choice of the men whom he $8elected to carry out his orojects . Dan FYancisco 


Catholics for twenty years, and those of Los Angeles for thirty, had the benefit 


of the leadership of these wise and experienced prelates, both of whom entered 


aud 


very Largely, into the civic life of their respective communities, Each in his 


OWN Jurisdiction did noteworthy work in the development of plans to meet the 
s8piritual and not infrequently the material, needs of the men in service in the 
first World War, Both builded valiantly and well in the time of rapid growth 


which was renewed, on a larger scale than ever, in 1921, 


Unhappily, the good Bishop of Sacramento lived only a few years after his 


appointments, He died in 1926, and his place was filled by the present incumbent, 
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year 1920, The population of the State had risen to 3,216,861. Los 


les replaced San Francisco as the metropolis, Careful estimates of the 


| | number of Catholics in the three dioceses are given,nith other necessary ; 
m» _ 8tatistics. | 
= TH In the year 1921, then,- the Archdiocese of San Francis co had ll7 priests 
in Service, There were 1143 parish churches and 71 missions. The Archdiocesan * 
Seminary had 216 students , many of whom, however, were from the other dioceses 
of California. There were 8even colleges, five orphanages, two industrial schools, 
two homes for boys, and three homes for the aged. There were 53 parish s8chools | 
| g and a Score of academies and other s8chools,» The total number of pupils was 
5 26,12. The Catholic powulation of the Archdiocese, based upon a careful analysis 
8 of parish 8tatistics, was placed at 36l,826, 
BE - The diocese of Monterey and Los Angeles had 265 priests in service, It 
: counted 126 parish churches ard 116 misSlons, There were two colleges, four 
a high schools, 16 acadenies, and 63 parish schools. Eight orphanages, an infant 
J-- asylum, and an Indian ol met be mentioned, There were three homes for. the 
: = _ aged, The enrollment in all schools was 14,313, The Catholic population of the 
| _ diocese was placed at 211,000, | | | 
: . CLOS That part of the diocese of Sacramento within the limits of California had 
; Y: 67 priests, 50 parish churches, and 57 missions. There was a college for men, 
b. a 7 RS u parish 8schools, and seven academies,» The total number of 
7 at] _ 2,611, The Catholic population of the diocese, in its California part, 
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of the best developments of the times, 
The year 1922 8aw the division of the old diocese of Wonterey and Los Angeles, 
A new one, that of Monterey-Fresno, was formed from the northern half, whilst 


the. 8outhern part was to be known as the diocese of Los Angeles and San Diegos 


The first% occupant of the _new See was Bishop John Bernard MacGinley, who had for 


fourteen years served, in the same office, the diocese of Nueva Caceres in the 


Philippines s 

Bishop MacGinley was duly installed as head of the diocese of Monterey-Fresno 
in the Cathedral of St, John the Baptist at Fresno on July 31, 1921, Cardinal 
Dougherty of Philadelphia, an old-time friend and co-worker in the Philippines, 
officiating at the ceremony, The diocese began its separate history with a 
Catholic population of $0,000, of true cosmopolitan character. In the country 
districts large crops of grapes and figs were produced: the region was, in 
fact, the principal raisin-curing district in the United States, The Sierra 
Nevada, which forms the eastern wall of the great San Joaquin Valley, had rich 
resources of water from the melting snows of winter in the high places, while 
the, ary, hot gunners were ideal tor the extensive fruit-drying indus tries which 
were the very life-blood of trade for the busy little towmmss 

The dismemberment of the o1d diocese left the new one of Los Angeles and 
San Diego with a Catholic population of 275,000, which was growing day by day, and 
calling into play all of the As ability of Bishop Cantwell for the 


erection of churches, schoots, hospitals and other instibutions, Among the 


developments of the decade 1920-1930 were two central high schools, one for girls 


X and one for boys. The former was staffed by teachers from 8ix of the s8isterhoods 
engaged in educational work in the diocese, It opened its doors in September, 1923, 


in a fine new building, and enrolled $19 pupils the first year. The 8chool for 


boys also had the latest equipment, and opened with some 100 pupilss 
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on a follow Lowe 2d a in the girls' 8chool, of dividing its departments among several 
Sisters, has been, in practice, very Satisfactory, The 
GGnborntt 

,as a memorial to thetate Bishop Gonatys 


The other dioceses of the State also gaw_marked development of parishes and 


institutions, although not on 80 large a scale, perhaps, as that of Ios Angeles, 
The very rapid increase of population in California in this decade largely 
| A centered, in fact, in the southern part of the State, and was particularly 
; : -_ in the Los Angeles area, | 
| | : The growth of California was checked, however, although not serilously noy 
$2: permanently, by the financial and industrial depression which began in October, : 
5 1929, The effects of this depression spread and deepened for several years; and, b- 
; like other agencies, the Catholic Church had to direct and finance a wide pro- 
ER; gram of relief, The State was fortunate in that its resources were not only 
: ; large and extensive, but varied as well, Thus, it was possible to lighten the 
- burden of distress, But, the mild climate induced a very considerable immigration 
po of needy persons to California, and 80, in a measure , the difficulties of these 
years were tines SCerlouss 
b | When the Federal census of 1930 was taken, the growth of the State for the 
- decade Just past was seen to have been nothing s8hort of marvelous, The total 424 
: = population was 5,677,25l, The statistics of Catholic interests show this in- 
| 7 bt: ___ erease plainly, Let us look at them, 
: : " RN | At the end of 1930 the Archdiocese of San Francisco had 539 oriests on 
: I. 7 - active duty. There were 168 parish churches and 53 missions; two seminaries 
| - | "I "for the training of diocesan clergy, and three belonging to religious orders; 
bh | four colleges, a normal 8school, 30 academies and 72 parish schools; eight orphanages. 
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number of young people in all these institutions numbered 30,75h, The 
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chdiocese was 350, 000, | 
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others belonging to religious orders, Three colleges, a central high school for 


*»- 


girls and another for boys, 11 other high schools » 1h academies, 82 parish schools, 


three industrial schools and six orphanages complete the count, The total number 
of pupils in all schools was nearly 35, 000, The Catholic population of the 
diocese was 301, 680, 

The diocese of lMonterey—resno had 9h priests working in $l ct oheh and 
25 miss8ions., There were eight high schools ard academies and 17 parish schools, 
with 3,000 pupils.» Three hospitals Were in 8ervice. The Catholic population 
of the diocese was 76,800. 

The diocese of Sacramento counted 91 priests,» There were 55 parish churches 
and 78 miss ions; 12 parisnh achoots! five high schools; three boarding schools, 
two orphanages, and four hospitals, The Catholic population (in California) 
was 50,000, 

In the years that followed the Federal census of 1930, the growth of Cali- 
fornia was not only relatively, but also absolutely, smaller than it had been 
ir the SIS Yet decade, This tact gave the Bishopsan opportunity to catch up, 
80 to s8speak, with the demands made upon them for the building of churches and 
schools, But, albeit s lower, nad ab population there was, and the industrial 


development of the State was, in a sense, a preparation for the great demands 


that would be made of it in the coming years of the Second World War, Meantime, 


as far as Catholic interests were concerned, there were some very important 


structural adjustments within the over-all organization of the Church in California, 
The first of these changes as necessitated. by the development of the 

State of loreda. This vast area had been for years almost equally divided 

between the jurisdiction of the diocese of Sacramento, in California, and the 

diocese of Salt Lake in Utah; Nevada was, in fact, the only State in the Union 


which had no Catholic diocesan jJurisdiction of its own, The time was now ripe 


-* 
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S | 
for the establishment of a bishopric, and, accordingly, in 1931, the See of Reno 
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Ke Gorman, a doctor of the historic University 


r Some years editor of The Tidings, Los Angeles! weekly Catholic 


- q _—_ = 


 newspaper. C crated on July 22, 1931, in the Cathedral at Los Angeles, 


Y : Y | C 


was formally installed in his Cathedral at' Reno a few days laters 


I .29 | - . o_ 


OP 7 With the establishment of this new diocese, that of Sacramento was henceforth 


CE: limited by the boundaries of California, 


O 
The 8econd important change was the elevation of the Zee of Los Angeles, 


_ 


» 1936, to metropolitan rank, The great growth of the s8outhern part of 


the State warranted this step., Bishop Cantwell thereby became the first 


2 — 


; es Archbishop of Los Angeles, and was formally ins talled as such on December ©, 19306, 
| ; Ez £>X The promotion was a deserved tribute to his zeal and efficiency. 


” - The third change was brought about by the erection of the diocese of San : 


OY © Diego from part of the old diocese of Los Angeles, In fact, the eight counties 
E: $1 - of the latter were now divided equally between the new Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
i 4 and the new diocese of San Iiego., The latter received, as its first bishop, 
5 : bot Most Reverend Charles Francis Buddy, who had been for several years Chancellor 
= 7 of the diocese of St, Joseph, Mo., and who took possess ion of. his new office in 


_ , November, 1936, 
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In San Francisco, in the 8pring of 1935, the beloved and widely respected 
I __ Archbishop Edward J., Hanna resigned his charge because of advanced age, He was 
ET, his coadjutor, Archbishop John J. Witty, a man of marked ability 
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Mo ustment of Jjurisdietion in California in 19% gave the Catholic 
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In the State two archbishoprics and three bishoprics, The breaking-dom To 
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statisbics for 19140 follows, therefore, new 'lines for three of the 
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five jurisdictions , although, of course, the diocesan tots ih the aggregate 
represent, as before, the same area - that of the State of California, 

We note, at the outset, that the total population, as returned by the 
Federal census of that year, was 6,907, 387, From the reports of the several Bs 
chanceries it is learned that the archdiocese of San Francis co had a Catholic popula=- 
tion of 113,000; that of Los Angeles, 327,992; and that of the dioceses of 
Sacramento, Monterey-Fresno, and San Diego, respectively, L127, 703, 82,166, and 
11, 689, 

The total Catholic population of California in 1941 was, therefore, 1,122,510, 

The number of parish churches was 519, and of priests in service 1797. TIt is, 
perhaps,—unnecessary to kreak these figures. down into diocesan totals, 

In the field of education, much had been accomplished in the decade just 
past, A modern and comnodious major seminary had been erected at Camarillo, in 
the archdiocese of Los Angeles, which, in addition to its work of tratning Ccan=- 
didates for the priesthood, has become a cultural center of importance. Through 
the generosity of Countess Estelle Doheny, it has acquired a valuable Library 
and several fine collections of artistic and other works, all of which are housed 
in an excellent effective style, St. Patrick's Seninary in the Archdiocese of 
San Francisco made a notable growth; the junior seminaries were flouriohing, 
and altozether the important work of enlarging the 8sacred ministry was never 
more successful and encouraginge | 6 þ 

In the five dioceses, in 191, there were 205 parish schools and 16 other 
elementary schools; 11l colleges and universities, 9 normal schools, lh s8eminaries, 
22 novitiates of s8isbers, 10h high schools, 16 orphanages and homes for children, 
10 8unmer camps, 8 homes for the aged and 8six other homes, 16. hospitals 8 schools 


for nurses, and more than hO centers of welfare work. i. 
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Such 1s the outline of the over-allpicture in 1941, The country was just 
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nn Teapeot of Eon, industry, and agriculture, Religious organizations and 
eG ws were, of course, badly affected in many respects by the sudden devel=- 


| þ AX mand of production for the orogecution of the war--a development for which 


> 


California offered its own particular resourcess. 


The production of aircraft, for example, \eould be centralized in the Los 


_- _ Is. 


ageles area with many advantages; in fact, these alvantages were common to all 
of coas California, The climate was ideal for 8uch ax industry, and for 
many others, too; and within two years or less factories hadWeen built in the 
open 8paces wesk. and 8outhwest of Los Angeles, and in the country about San 


Diego, Hither came the wrkers, and, although the intense activity ceaged with 


> 1 the ending of the war, modt of the gain in population proved to be permanent 


What was true of the Los Yugeles area was equally true of other placess | 
| Il The San Francisco Bay region already ted extensive industries and excellent 


racilities of transpormtiion. A large increage of population in the Bay cities 


| as therefore inevitable, EO — 

= CN IT Is not necesSSary in an account like this to enlarge upon the vast 

| © ED industrial growth of the Golden State in the decade now closing: to do 80 would 

i Z be to labor the obvious, What is imnediately to the point is the renewal, 
} p Gs with increased enphas1s » of the demands of the spiritual life--the development 
- . of " religious interests of California. In the cage of the Catholic Church 5 
: | ” this meant the building of schools and hospitals ard welfare centers as well as 
: "TY ok churches, As in the first World War, Catholic priests volunteered in goodly 


& # 


— numbers for duty as Chaplains, and welfare work for men in s8ervice was a thing 
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Will be released for sevy months, but we may be ain that they Will ghew 


the largest a on of the State iT ok been 
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Before proceeding to a statement of the present status Catholic Church in 


ute increase in the popu 
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California, however, it is necessary-to mention important changes in the members 


of the hierarchy. Ar chbishop Mitty!'s succession to the See of San Francisco in 


| 1935 has already been recorded, In Fresno, Bishop Philip G. Scher, who had 
Succeeded Bishop Mac Ginley in /f33 , had been stricken by s8erious illness, and 
in 1947 rucoived a coadjutor in the person of Bishop Aloysius J. Willinger, 
transferred to California from Puerto Rico, And finally, Archbishop John Js. 
Cantwell, after 30 years of untiring labor in the Ios Angeles jurisdiction, died 
on October 30, 1917, It had been his duty to preside over the destinies of the 
Church in an area which had seen a material growth unparalleled In the history 
| of any other part of the United States, and, perhaps, of the world, 
The present Archbishop of Los Angeles, Most Reverend J, Francis A, McIntyre, 
was, at the time of his appointment in the 8pring of 19486, coadjutor to Cardinal 
Wy Spellman, Archbishop of New York, This Lact alone 1s a testimony to his adminis- 
trative ability, He has inaugurated and promoted 8everal notable projects Since 
his coming, one of which, the establishment of a fund obtained by subscription, 
has been used to extend ihe parish school system ard to establish new high 8schools, 
The demand for schools and churches continues, and, we are Sure, will be met 
Successfullye 
Without burdening the story with details of the growth of welfare organiza=- 


tions and centers, we may now take account of the present status of the Church 


in the five dioceses of California, It is, unfortunately, impossible to do this 
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Ar eles is the statistical material available for the present year, 1950, For 


the other Four, it is necessary to use older figures; but, by consideration of 
the reports of all collectively, it is possible to arrive at a very accurate 
picture of the owt position of the Catholic Church in California, 

Diocesan tures, adjusted for growth to the pEESont year, indicate a total 
Catholic population of 2,000, 000, The statistics of parishes, schools and other 
institutions are of necessity based upon figures compiled in the latter part of 
1946, which, in only a few instances, cm be brought down to the date of writings 
Nevertheless, they furnish an adequate picture of the present., 

There are, then, in the five Catholic dioceses of California, 2171 priests, 
Th2 churches with pastors, 279 parish 8chools and 36 private elementary schools, 
9 diocesan and 50 private high schools, three universities and 8 colleges p 21 
Seminaries, diocesan and other, 32 general hospitals and LI sanatoria, 10 schools 
for Re 15 orphanages and eight protective homes, nine homes for the aged, 


” 


and 5,170 teachers, relizious and lay, In schools and other institutions there 
are 5,686 Sisters and 158 le there in 8ervice, There are besides, many mission 
churches without resident pastors, but in which Services are regularly held, 

The interests of racial groups are cared for, and in every diocese the Catholic 


Youth Organization and parish s8ocieties for young people are active and flourish- 
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Such is the picture in this centennial Vears 
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TB SALVATION ARMY. 
oo the tian Gospel to the poverty=ridden , drink—depraved masses who 
existed within sound of their voices, i hoped that IT might benefit the 
HR eople around me!!, wrote the evangelist "and I had no anticipation of 
* 1 ; Se 6 
: ES Seeing the work extend beyond the neighborhood in which it was commenced, " 
; EY | | Soon, however, the fiery zeal of the Christian Missioners 
; : 47 _ took them to many provincial towns and cities in Great Britain, an 
then overseas, 
; - Hh | | | The fire spread by the spontaneous action of Ren, not 
: Bp by official planning or extending. Seventy-Fears ago (0ctover, 1879) —_ 
— ; z $3 reached ai. adrail USA, carried in the hearts of 
o hon and Annie Shirley, who had met William Booth's evangelists in 
. k |; had been a primitive Methodist local preacher; | 


z an energetic and fearless woman, equally convinced 
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accompanying him on his weekend preaching ventures . 


The Christian issioners at Coventry recognized the —_ 


earnestness of Amos and Annie when they began to attend their meetings 


'F 


in bhe Corn Exchange of that city, and invited them to become full-time 


leaders in the new movement, A 


Mee Lenrtee” 


This, however, they were loth to do, thus incurring &a 
Sense of guilt at disobedience to a Call, which feeling they endeavored 
to allay by encouraging their only child, Elizabeth, to follow a path : 


of service which was opened to her, 


At the age of s8ixteen, therefore, in the year 1678, 


Elizabeth Shirley was commissioned by William Booth to be an assistant 


F - y SH 
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Christian Miss ion evangelist at Consett, Durham, her leader being a woman 
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almost equally youthful but endowed with a voice which caused her to be 
dubbed, and to proudly accept danny sobriquet of, "The Hallelujah Trumpet , —— 


Within a year there were two significant occurences, The & 


Christian Mission became "The Salvation Army", its officers receiving l. 
" : BY 


military titles. Elizabeth became a Lieutenant, And Amos Shirley £ 


crossed the Atlantic to accept a post as foreman in a Philadelphia 


Silk factory, 


| When he arrived in the City of Brotherly Love and 8aw 
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Fo - 5: | Amos wrote his 8ixteen-year 01d Lieutenant daughter, she 
 & to William Booth, and Solteed word from him that "we are not | 
epared to commence operations 80 far away". 
"But", continued the General, "if you must go, and if 
you 8hould start a work, start it on the principles of The Salvation 
Army and if It is a SUCCESS, we may 8ee our way clear to take it over," | 


Lieutenant Elizabeth Shirley hurried to Philadelphia. | 


: — 


Parents and daughter 8earched for and discovered a "dilapidated, ramshackle, 


low, flat-roofed building, without flooring, with blackened, un-plas tered 


| walls, and an ancieht horse stabled in the corner. — 


p : 
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7. op This they rented for $300 a year, cleaned up, and equipped 


£9 


| with rough benches, though their only financial resources were Amos 


ORD ___ Shirley's salary at, the 8ilk factory. 
ne PETS Air meetings on the streets and meetings in the Hall 


began on Sunday, October the 5th, 1679, There was little response from | 
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2 "the poor lost sheep"® except garbage target practice at the zealots. 


© ("When we sang they listened; when we spoke they pelted, 80 we gang 
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Page L 


After 8ome weeks they gained their first captive, 
dilapidated alcoholic. He showed such remarkable signs of conversion 


that curiosity drove the populace into the meeting hall, many other 


converts were made and a second center opened by Lieutenant Elizabeth, 


with the older Shirleys in charge of "No, 1", 
Hearing the news, William Booth promoted Lieutenant 
Shirley to the rank of Captain and appointed George Scott Railton, 
with a party of 8even Hallelujah Lassies, to take over the work 
officially, This Railton did, beginning in New York in April, 1880 
—n 
in the true Salvation Army tradition, as will be seen by one of 


their earliest New York announcements $ - 


The Army of Salvation will attack the Kingdom of the Devil 
at Harry Hill's. Variety Theatre. Admission 25g, Not a 


cent of the money goes to any member of the Army" 


Before this "service" began gentlemen present were 
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requested not to Smoke, and further informed, 25 A | CONCESSLON to 
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Harry Hill's establishment, that tea, coffee, soda water and other 
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refreshnents of a 8imilar innocent, nature could be purchased! 
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of Exactly three years later William Booth, during a 
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visit to Londonderry, Ireland, said to the young A.D.C. to the Irish 
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4 cer, "Are you willing to go as Pioneer of the Army to 
OW ang | | 
Judging. by his reply, "T'm yours for China or anywhere!", 
_ Captain Alfred Wells was not too sure from which spot on the globe the 
call had come. Nor did he learn until later that for over a year the 
' Reverend George Newton, leader of the Pacific Coast Holiness As8ocietion, 
who had closely studied a copy of THE WAR CRY published in London, England, 


| had been writing to General William Booth, asking him to send officers to 


take over a work begun in San Francisco, Oakland and San Jose, 
itnin 8a ew weeks Wells escaped the delaying tactics mM 
hard-pressed Salvation Army leaders in the East who begged him to stay 
| _ with them for a wmnile and arrived in San Francisco, equipped with $0 , 
y _moyough a Salvationist philos ophy that he seems to have irightened off 
| Ms lorger part of the invitees, 
mmm 52s he FER They had already called themselves "The Salvation Army —_ 
| Pacific Coast! and started to publish their own War Cry", but the zeal 
wt To of 08s was not equal to Wells demands - nyery few of my new friends { 
nn” A f = called to adorn themselves with wh uniform or doctrine" he sadly 
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Page 6 


discovered, held forth in a Chapel on Eddy Street, from which they 


were ousted as not being wanted, + 


% 


”Y 
But the pioneer was undaunted, MWountzta a beer keg 
on the Barbary Coast, inspired by what he heard of Bishop Taylor's 


street teaching in San Francisco, Major Alfred Wells 'opened firel'' 


Converts were made, Wet <Xcre free 19 S1xTVAtion 


5E . Halls 


a 4+ a 
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were Secured, after the Philadelphia pattern, In, Oaklana, for 
ins tance, Wells secured the use of an old carriage factory with 
bar joists and dirty floors, The floor was cleaned, he walls 
whitewashed and the women sewed cotton strips together to form a 
Krave 

ceiling, Seats were hammered toxzether, and an abiewbire air gLven 
to the old building. 6d 

The work spread rapidly, Converts became leaders, 
_  Jdoseph Garabed (Joe the Turk), a spectacularly—minded extrovert who, 
garbed in moorish fez, trousers and shoes, whirled an enormous 
umbrella and played a cornet and a saxaphone, was arrested for 


disturbing the peace while launching the Salvation attack in Los Angeles, 


He had several experiences of this kind but never without champions 
< 


to raise a voice on his behalf. Six years later, for ins tance, 
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"The case of Joseph Garabed 
+» Garabed is a member of The ST TORY Oy 
» The 'Times' wishes simply to remark that the 
arrest, of this man was an outrage and it is about time the 
persecution of these Salvation Army people was stopped, | 
_ The First Califomia Corps had its barracks on 
inth Street, near Broadway; the Second California Corps at 
+. 632 Commercial Street, San Francisco, The Fourth was opened 
6; at Stockton on the corner of Hunter and Varket Streets; the 
; Fifth at Sacramento, Wuch other work was done in small hamlets 
nl | = by Woutrider circuit leaders", Such places as Cloverdale, Lakeport, | 
ITY + : 
235 rs Point Arena, Arcadia, Calistoga, Redding, Susanville, Jackson, 
Es _ Sutter Creek, EL Nonte and Elsinore were for a time headquarters 
ER: of circuits, But conditions were hard and changeful. Salary was 
OF ri Rs = = and often non-existent. Travel was hazardous, One | 
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© At Stockton, after a season in a hall not particularly 
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need, the pioneers decided to erect a tent, which rf 
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Verbal permission was secured from the Mayor, Fire 
Chief and others to erect a tent in a corner of the market place, 


The tent was made in St. Louis at a cost of $050, without, poles. 
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Pi, 
A floor was þuilt by tradesmen in the ranks and when it was discovered 


A 
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that the sunlight streeming through the roof would be trying to the | 
eyes, the women friends made a "root lining" of cotton hung on wires. | 
At the rear of the platform, three screened -of f apartments were | 
> | | 
arranged to Serve as officers! permanent iiving quarters, 
The tent was erected "very early in the morning 
before Mayors, Fire Chiefs and other big men were apt to be around," 


Tne reason for the pre-damm twctics lay in the fact that verbal 


permission which had been granted by "Mayor, Fire Chief and others" 
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was questioned in certain influential quarters. An election was 


pending I and they had gone back on their word, fearing 


> 1:3.2- Zoo aro parts Connie rs anti is air irels HE dat ES og 


LI loss of votes. "On no account", they had finally declared to the 
£ ef” 4 De DU CEA AW EA cd, Rs "nk 
i I 
| perturbed Salvationists, "must the tent go up." ; 
| But, the Salvationists did some praying and 8aw the ; \ 4 
| light, They got up, and the tent went up, before the sun was up. | - F* 
| Fo — $-- 
| The light of day shone on "their exceedingly unique and attractive E- 
auditorium with two new flags flying from the tent poles." 


| There was 
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had gone back on his word with us," 


Era orb nn fla, Heer eaten worden eee 4 ere ce ak ry 


hop Taylor's son, Ross, was living in San Jose 


- | when The Army opened there and became a stalwart open-air worker 
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carbridges for «1 Civil War | 
librarian at the First Baptist Church, Hous ton, Texas ; Ta | 
worked in the es Railway Shops, Joined the Black Hills gold rush, 
—_ | | ; Fo Ke platts os: he FEIETELSU raiding Indians, and finally made his 
SORES, way into San Frauncisco where he worked in stores and rolling mills 
IL before becoming 9” 7 oY surfaceman and grain stacker. - fired a 
: / | | wood RATANG [x pdwen/rndiy worked as amalgematior's assistant in gold and ; 
| __ 84lver mines, purchased and worked a s8lt marsh and finally secured 
$ - be exployment in a paint factory. 
” | : - | | | | Ee = was $g00n made a 
En OO Captain and was the first Salvation Army Officer to be connis5ioned 
= | EL. His influence is indicated by the testimony of Major Andrew Loney, | 
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Drums were smashed, flags torn, comrades laid out, 
| but, not, the least part did Captain Milsaps take 


in the fight. He took abuse good naturedly. 
presume I have seen this warrior in no less than 500 /-$ 


mob rows and persecutions and never once did he 


strike back," Fo 
Milsaps pioneered the now extensive Salvation Army work | 


in Hawaile. 
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In 13593 when 8ome 12,000 of the National Guard were 
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zathering in San Francisco to sail to Manila, the U. S. War Department 
gave permission for one Salvation Army Officer to accompany them. IJ 
Milsaps was instructed to go with Major General Wesley Merritt's | 


transport fleet of six ships. On Wednesday, June 12, 1698, he | 
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; hi | : = ; DEL. amongst, agriculturalists + The earthquake and fire of 1906 destroyed | 
- : every Salvation Army hall in gan Francisco except one, and also the 
| homes and the places of employment of a great many of the Salvationists. 
| IT Bub Sethncks were OVercome, | 
; : With the passing years increasing burdens of 8so0cial 
: : molars programs were assumed, Depressions found the Salvationists 
Faced with almost overmhelming relief tasks, The present Home School 
| ——————— for Boys and Girls at bs, near Healdsburg; the Booth Memorial 
Hospitals in Oakland and Los Angeles; the Boys! Clubs in San Francisco, 
.- ; Los Angeles, San Jose and Watsonville; the Officers ' Training College 
Y; I | in San Franciscoz Men's Social Service Institutions in San Francisco, 
” | Oakland, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, Long Beach, San Joses Scandinavian 


ks | - centers in Kingsburg and San Francisco;z the extensive camps at 


Nh Redwood Glen (Santa Cruz Mountains) and Mountain Crags (near Los Angeles); 
po - or Light" (Skid Row Missions) in Los s Angeles and San Franciscoz ; 
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: 
. 


There has been no change in doctrinal emphasis or 


nds 
bY, OE 


$ ps 


yl 


Fs oy 
AS res 


"os? 


£ in purpose or principle, "Our methods must of necessity be always 


changing with the ever-varying character and circumstances of 


the people whom we seek to benefit", stated William Booth in E 


. 


ey RR: wer bs 
RD PR 


$ 


. ws 
"BORE : 


% 


his "Orders and Regulations for Staff Officers of The Salvation 


- 
ets, ae — TP 
eas, 4 Js yu 


\2f Gregy 


” 
wv. 


n "But our principles remain as unchangeable as the Throne : 
of Jehovah", These principles are best expressed in the terse 


words ffi the "Orders and Regulations for Corps Officers! under 


the heading 'The Unsaved', b 


"The Corps Officer should understand that he is k. | + | | 


u ' 
"* F 


s8nt, by God and The Army, to all the unconverted, i 


YL 

SE  - 

» 

L 


— __non=churchgoing people in his district, especially => $ 
to the most needy and depraved among them, These, =_ 


2x7 Z 


| and not only the people who voluntarily come to his F 


& ue 

wo b 
% 
; 


ret ad 


4 xe; 


F 
foe” 
F 
ee, bY 5 £5 5 $4 
CONES LETTER 


k "3-4 | Hall, the Officer should look upon as his constituency," | | 


To this end the Army's street meetings, held in the | : 


4C- 


State of California from Eureka to EL Centro, from downtown Los Angeles Ros KA 


n . 
{ 
4 I met ive 4 th 5 4 FUR" 
\ , . . = . S FIST ESE INDE A 
, = p 
: p > x 
, ” IL [ — "LAN 
- : d . $0 CELLS 4 T3 Tat ASCE 
- , \ $0) 1's $300 
0 : WR I SES 
: by « % » , wy 2 3 5 Y-x; 


&u 
7 
— 


3 .N "x" 440 
4,00 18H 


to the precincts of Reno's gambling clubs, are amongst its mosh — 


. ge | . oe 
4 -” : l # k 4 L 7 
. þ o F = kd LS J 

. - 5 : - . - Y "4 ? 

. '% oy © "_ me 4 "Bs y 390%; 5 Bet Ir EIS be. ex > & 
. 4 pz + TEETH LA > IP IHE 4 | OT to Hen nt om 
< 3 QA / » o y SY , F > & ©X q H < YT \ SV. * gs 0; "s' <%, ON $4% ne 4s 7 A. L 3% . 
© - P : . WALSH. - \—_ 2 . ©'o $* Adi ba, © $ \E., $ 

| » . 4.46 3 +4 2; A MAS oe C CF 2 5h 
\ % 4 4 q $5 , ” "Fs ! 7 & RELA b G 


<4 


Y > t _ 0 I Ns of 7% : X f \ n LE 
\ ' \ R \ - d l » O - h y b i x % . * 4 LA Y > by Ii * wy} x” L7Es y N » 


” 
oy 
-. 
- 
A 
» 
, 


—— h 
. * & oe * 3. i l — Js _ A EIS ij wW 5 K 
A ent IE BR RT I LOA ET ITS, 
TOS + 2: Wirig ery 3 hy = 
- s. YL 35 va i £5 p.LATERE , 
f Yoo? .; 9; ets \'®, Et 2 
. P »# » —_ 4 1 
22 Bo ED Eo ab 1 
pe n- EG RI oh. 


"þ tre hs 
IES4- 
6, Id 
THe 


Fi... 
i 


* 


[J 
"EY WI 
OY -4 þ4 a. i A 
ny "$2 
# L #+* 


» 


LET 
0 


% 
wie , m_. \ 200) 
_ p —_ - = ky > 1 - bl WO 4a a « F "S- 4 
2 TORT 0m 4 $9 PPE TTRST ONT, 5" rms 
- _ T2 » >. 4 er dia Þ. } "t WEmS. k 
: 4 bs > . SOA "©. & mY Y on 


- o . 
- 1 on \ of 4 $ 2 # . 
oy + U £ o = "x" by 
F - 
"43 C£ = a = « " s - «%Y 
a Ll © n 


tory was established, placing 


tern States and Hawaii under the 


COs 


I 


ent Wes tern Territorial Commander is Lieut, -Commissioner 


ude EB. Bates, Oversight of the work in the Philippines and Alaska 


has been added to this responaibility. 


Operations in California, with its 65 evangelical 


centers, besides extensive social operations, is now divided into 


TER = three commands; the Northern California Division (Headquarters 


SE 15 Foothill Boulevard, Oakland), Southern California Division 


KY ſs - E ” « CY 


W.- 4 » 
Ot tf a Re 

"Ind Y 
ECTS CID INE BE 


>» 


We  __ (Headquarters 832 West Ninth Street, Los Angeles) and the San | 


tm tne net erm Y 
a 4 E » 


0 Te Es Oe Francisco City Command (Headquarters 101 yalencia Street, San 
Francisco)., -— 


. Ca But in Iits 7Oth year in the State of California 


Y.o+ 


_ objective remains, as with the pioneer Shirleys in Philadelphia, 


£ 1 


the contacting of "godless men and women". To this end the | | 


erters busy with plans to | | 


1 San Frencisco and elsewhere the work for drink vict 


Pane 40 $.% ts OE - i | . ; ' 

5 3 9d XZ : F POTLE > = ”y ES Bo DE RE ' / 

Ty PL Te uy | C 
Ps CL eas AE FEY es 1 4.39% 

FE I ont, WA ade vs k 

Ws 4< = 


r 


* 


CG CEO. ont ROTO 2908 of late 50 signally/blessed in Los Angeles, while ; 
I Rn oo ET et own FOR I abs | = | 
| 's and youth activities fare meeting. | | 


bf S 
oF. 

Cn 
"5, 


248 k 
Res Fy. > 
os Lo 
yo Pa 
4 


y % 
Py - "hs. + d ng 
G bk, 5 ) . \ 
rc "S > +, "o p Z * q Y by 's l þ p 
\ er 8 a2 oy, os BE Bae bs 
' y * L k o«, - bY . 
- 


Y a. 4 0 wy x 


Tr way 
b4 " "4 


\s - 
FO , * 


4 *c wy a2 = x 
LEte4 : <. 
yk WS Þ »”4 & FF: x, 


hd 


1 x > 4m 


Gaz 


1 F « 
> , : ; 
f - 4 a” + 
x - ” 
. , : y - Zap p \ 
S " % 4 « - - 0 
, _ 1034 _ 
5 -— "> 2 
£4 ws Y 
= id - 
h wav & 
A 0 o n 
7 \ - - s n 
f v 
, "£84 , 
- 4 
> i 5 a - A « 
** 
v 
. 
» ' \ 
. * 
- 2 \ 
* 4 « . 4 4 . - - a it's 
. x b 
ii _ YI ; ot £ 
Ll - 
Rd 
FR 
d 
5 
\ 
# 
_ 
— . 
+» 
- 
_ 


Alc Dow = ewe 1 car ns Ayes ' wa dellbagcs | oa, whe 


ge, 


% Wn 
& 
C91 
Py ".F 


X p__ 


% 


y 


Sy 


A 
Tc 


\ ot 


o 


Ns, 


% 


WP, 

+ Rk 
LheT 

804; 


WY 
be 
ny 


N 
£1 
"7% 
A 
"i 
\ 


y 


ani he. 6.4.44 4 bo 


B9D IE 


AN EVAINGFLICA L 


Ee Liquirt , hl, . 


- . 
: 
, | 
— 
. 4 = bf 
. 
- 
: 
: : 
: 
. 
— 
V7 44 . « ” 
W195 1 $ 2 : u 
(A $- | 
» - Se\, : 
wy v 
- . 
. 
| 
l 
- 
- 
” ; > 
_ 
— 
emi rm nn ie ae ng ent _ - _— - - _ £ 
l 
£ 
| 
hs 
—_ 
— 
& 
CE 
: 
R | 
: 
aw | 
: 
: 
> -, 
. 
: 
. - 
' 
: 
3 ; | 
: 
l 
«.& : 
Fd <q | 
" Y | 
fr: : 
% 
V5 
H s 4 
+... ® : 
CNET 
Ps wo : 
KPERSS a” 
” "& % 
\ _— , 
OI” g 
PR : "+. 
"y oo . 
F * - 
$ hs > + > | ' 
2 1 by . 
5 0 . 
0 —_— 
at » ® a 
FI Ira, tz” Y 
b ">. : 
W:\ts F 
wma f Ss 
FELL A 
WY 
3 k 
ARACT = 
POR w "by 
p * +, w 
”. rw, 
—_—_ _ ” _ 
þ 25S, RS 2b Pn A 
Se 7 95> x * 
Gant nano Fo « . 
{7,5 © oY. ” 
ks "4 **.. 
þ sf if Pi 
"2 5: "Bas. 
Py Vs. 4 | 
Tv _ 
_ My - - | 
"8 - : m : 
IP 2 P | 
LH | 
* = \ F | 
a>. | 
o * 
o WLSX 
Ke 6 
[ 
A Oo 
- wo 
+ , « —- 
” 
tr = ee rmarnrgymmgh hertneg twig 6 ny Prom wofbrogo gn bet wn rn > —_— . 
» © ” & I : 
* & be 4 
= 
= 
” 
þ ” 
* 
. 
\ 
»* _ - _ 
- 
. by T 
* . 
bo 4-4 2 ww " SF ® p 
L R - - 
© 
wy . 
x V . 
. - 
. +4 * . \ 
\ þ a 
ug «TY 433. 
k % 
A, 3% 6 roy , 
IAN TL FARE t. 
WE; NE TS ? - - . . 
WE RAEANT 1; : | 
J 44 FE. > *h * - . 
© þ y. (PD, 3 * L $6 A . - *» ' 
Q - ® gd! *>,D p 
- _ q + F ad" q % * * = x * Y 
Nd Z . , 
4 y x\ 4 oF 2 « v1. FO, F *%s LI A ky 
"_ » - , . . . . 
4 * hf 4 ”;- Py [ . & » | 3 o = 
LY < : y 
t y oy 
% 4 a P R ; mad : = 
©; « k han » , 
"1% LL a > . p "= : F RK, 
. 4 ” # = # 4 P m___ 
—_— - , -. = — Pos - — W.- - 
[2 ” 
- . y_ © 
4 dl a ho o - = . 4 p 
#& 4 
S oy . Ns, G p a . Y Fs 4 o * o 
#7. | _ OS. . | 
LS... T8" . | . T-* : » . | f 4 
4,9 zh > . Y 0 9 : _———_ —_ 
VS » y l © : = -y "4 my -_ —_ ha 
ere tre nar nem OE EE b 
& -9 4 - , 
% . n ; 4 \ 1 * 
»* bad % o 
\ 4 ; 
” 
C C 
| F Inte ot 
% . | 
A ” 
” = .* 
« . [ 
a . n - 


KP bs ' 4 o A 
AAS ITS tes TIO FI 92 2 
© 308, Fen SI, Des SRESX: 
TEN OY WS FO TRI GS, VEE Ce RL af? oe,” | 
ects ES OT RE CLRABER: of 1 DO TTL LY BL EE” nb 
pg” he TOY i Is eg og L-CS 4 ACER V1.4 Ee JIN —_ 
& ye mo , \ y l $ ON, 490% ©, 33" ” IM l Y - 4 % >. 3 TY 


THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH nm @AlESPORNTI. 
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] The Evangelical Free Church in America had a mall beginning, but 


a wholegome growing life, born of God in the 8pirit of revival, Among 
tne many immigrants from Sweden in the 1860's, 1870's and 1680's were 


many earnest Christians, All that came from that land at that time, had 


a church background, a knowledge of the Bible from the elementary schools 
and from the Church Confirmation classes of instruction, They firmly 
believed that the Bible was the Word of God, They believed in the Trinity 
of the Godhead, They believed that Jegus Christ was God, the Savior for 
all mankind when accepted by faith, In this class of lTImigrants there 
were often great movements known as revivals, aoSmall groups in Cities as 
well as in rural districts would meet in all simplicity, singing Gospel 
Hymns, reading the Bible, tegstifying of their joy in the Lord and praying 
together, When they needed a permanent meeting place, they would procure 
guch a one, would orzanize as an independent Church, incorporate as such, 
and lawfully hold their, church property, After g8ome time These congrega- 
tions felt the need of joining forces to carry on foreign misslon work and 
- to conduct concentrated Gospel Extension work in the homeland too, In 
188; the first national conference of the Evangelical Free Church was 
held in Boone, Lowas 
CALLFORNIA 


_ From The SS G and from the middle States Free Church people moved 
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into 0alifornta as early © as 1880 and perhaps before that, Most of thess © 
found their Church homes in other lenontnatios and became gubstantial 
gupporters and workers in them, In 1902 Rev, John Peterson and family 

moved to Kingsburg, a'thriving 8ettlement of Scandinavian people, About 


mY 
1903 the ReVe NF, Swan family moved to the game community from Wausa,Neby 


During the game time a number of Free Church families from Colorado and 


_ other States gettled at Turlock, another center of Swedes, They started . 


to meet in homes Immediately, Later Rev, August Olson from Minnegota 
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FE & moved c >d there, making his home there and joining in the meetings, 
Ke of The first Evangelical Free Churches in California were: Kingsburg, 
organi ned in Vecember 190l,, Turlock in Cy 1900 and Berkeley in December 


on 
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1906 by Rev, John Peterson, Rev. Peterson, Rev, Swan and Rev, Olson, 
having made their homes in California, ministered to the needs of these 
Churches while occupied with s8ecular work for their om s8upport, Soon 
these groups became financially able to s8upport full time pastors and in 
1907 Rev, Morris Peterson became Pastor of the Berkeley Church, and In 
1908 Rev. EH. Lindquist- was installed as Pastor at Kingsburg and 
Rev, Carl G, Nelson at Turlock, From this beginning the three Churches 
have enjoyed a ppnstant growth to the present 81ze, 

The need was goon. felt that unitied effort of the three churches was 
necessary to carry on Home Missilons work, Flanned and prompted by 
Rev, Peterson and the Pastors on the field a Conference was held at 
Turlock April 10-12 1908 when the Free Church District Society was 
organized, This Society was re-organized into the "Evangelical Free 
Church Western District Conference" at a convention likewise held at 
Turlock April 3-0 1930, During the years 1908-1930 the following Free 
Churches were organized: Richvale 1911, Oakland 1912, Orland 1912, 


Los Angeles 1913, Petaluma 1929, 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 
AND INTERESTING AND UNIQUE HAFFENINGS. 


An outstanding characteristic of” the Free Church is the independence 
of each Church as it is its om highest authority, under God, in all 
matters of the Church, owning its om property, incorporating under the 
State!s laws as a complete unit, calling its Pastors according to its 

own mill by majority vote of its members, It demands that thoge who join 


are born again Christilans having that real experience of going from 


death to life in Chris, It demands a pure and godly life according to 


The NESS. Church stands absolutely and fully on the 


S 


_— 
| belief in the tenets of the Word of God and the fundamentals that all 


gound Christians agree on, Beyond this, there 1s freedom of thought and 


| differing views on all minor matters in the way of doctrines, It is often 
expressed thus: "In eagentials, unity; in non-eggentials, liberty; in all 
things, charity," A 8trong missionary program is followed for reaching 
the unchurched in the home-land as well as in going into the countries 
beyond the Seas with the Gogpel of Christ, AA 

In the way of interesting happenings might be mentioned A From the 
Mitchell valley of Westerm Nebraska to Orland Califormia moved four 
brothers together with the azed parents, Two of them had families, two of 
them married 8ome years after arriving, Some of their Nebraska neighbors 
came with them at The game times Others arrived later, Gospel meetings 
were held in their homes, as Evangelists and Pastors visited them, Soon 
the first little Church was erected and dedicated to the Lord, A 1arge 
Church now stands on that 8ite, It has a good and growing congregation 
today, The old folks and one of the brothers have gone on to Glorye, 
The families of all, and the three remaining brothers continue as strong 
workers and gupporters in the church they were the cause of starting in 
| this thriving Citys 
| To Richvale PPT "an Phelps County, Nebraska moved a goodlLy number 
of families having Evangelical and Free Church background, The first 
Chris tmas Sundayschool Program as well as early Christmas Morning Worship 
Service was held in the hotel lobby, Sunday s8chool was continued in a 
crude gshed, A Church building was erected as 800n as the group was finan- 
cially able, Now there stands a beautiful, Spanish architecture, ochuweh 
building, the ROT”, PEO the commmity Church in the midst of the 
largest rice producing center of california, The Gospel somnds out through 
80ngs and melodies from its fine pipe-organ and the firm fundamental truths. 


from its pulpit, The people of the commmity gather theres 


In Los Angeles-a amall group, mostly young nen, , held their meetings 
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4 "2X "iU$..$ P.M, Sundays in a little, rented church in what now 1s a large and 


busy 8ection of the City, When that building was erased to make -place for | 
commereial expansion of the City, a vacant Church elsewhere was rented and 
a full program was inaugerated, It is now a powerful and progressive. 
Church, oming its om modern and beautiful edifice'and a very attractive 


Pars onages 


Best of all, it is a home to the believers, and a life 8aving 
g8gtatilon to the losts, 


The life and work of the field missionary and organizer of early days 


was varied and had sgerious as well as amusing anecdotes connected with its, 


E,.H, Lindquist became field repregentative for the California District 
Socioty In 1912, His travels were wide and constant, On one of the journeys, 
there had been a downpour of rain in the Tehachipi pass locality, The 
railroad had been washed away, The of Yoific cor iFansported the passen- 
gors from the train at one end of the disabled road to the train at the 
other end by using open trucks, Our modern busges were not knowmm at that 
time, The grade was Steep and the mechaniam of wks truck would not lift the 
gasoline from the tank to the motor, The truck turned around with its load 
of passengers and backed its way up the grade, for then the tank was higher 
than the motor and the gagoline flowed into it freely, The ascent was made 
guccessfully, On another Journey, riding in one of the earlilest bugses, a 
large touring car, the spindle of the front axel broke just as the bus was 
entering on the long bridge over San Joaquin River and the front wheel went 
rolling off its om way and the "timpkin" bearings were gcattered over the 
road, (One of thoge bottleshaped bearings was picked up and is 8till kept as 


a relic by this field representative,) The driver was level-headed, steered 


the car to a slow stop, and what could have been a terrific accident was 


avoided, though there was more than an hour of waiting for another bus to 


come, Doctrinal points were algo in evidence occasiohally, One time 1s 
vividly in mind as a moman.s menber of a cult-like 8ect, made ungoriptural 
"4a basing it on an expression torn from the context, When context 
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"There is an answer to thab too but I have forgotten it now," Rev. Oscar 


Carlson who became the guccessor in the field work also travelled far and 
wide in the State, He visited the hamlets and 1isolated places as well as 
the larger Cities, One aneedote a bit different from many happened when he 
was visiting in a home in one of the Cities, As he was singing a Gospel 
8ong g8uddenly there was a harrowing commotion in the next kei. The woman 
raved because of the 'noise; (This was before the blaring radios were In- 
gtalled,) The daughter in the house 8lipped out to a telephone and reported 
it to the police department and goon there were officers at the door to the 
disturbing Ladiesf home, All became quiet, Rev, Carlson, chagrined, did not 
ging any more that evening. Rev, F,0, Bergstrom, a former misgslonary to 


Japan became the third field misslonary, He was capable ah usIing three 


Languages se Besides preaching in Swedish and in English he had on his list 


of duties the unugual work of hunting out the camps and the fields where, 
at that time, there were hundreds of Japanese people, He ministered to them 
all faithfully and earmestly, giving them the true Biblical Gospel of Christ, 
Such were gome of the pioneering days of the Free Church in Califrormias 

The Free Church continues but almost exclusively the knglish language 
is used and the membership in the Churches is beconing very cogmopolitang 
In 8ome of the newer Churches there is not a Scandinavian Bame on the rolls 
Such names as Cagebolt, Dillingham, Jaybusch, Robingson, t&thmke, McGee, Weber, 
Vanderpoel, tlenbaas, Roogendaal, Cockrill, Hays and many others are found, 
A11 are standing firmly for the "Faith, once delivered unto the saints.s" and 
feel very mich at home with the principles of the Free Church, 


INFORMATION 
ÞreSeunr 

NAME of CHURCH First Bldg, Second A t, Jew Bldg, Number-Pastors 
TURLOGK 1907 193 1937 8 
KINGSBURG 190 19 Ll 
BERKELEY 1.90 1933 LL 
OAKLAND 19UL 1930 19 | 5 
RICHVALE 191). 1918 30: 
ORLAND 1913 #100 1918 10 
LOS ANGELES 1920(Bought ) 1925 11 4 
PETALUMA 1928 1930 L 
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os Were organized before 1930, Since that time geveral 


Churches have Sprung up within California and geveral missions 
and reg ehing places with Sunday 8chools and a working program are being 
Levetapen. They are: Inglewood, Richmond, El Sobrante, Hamilton City and 


San Franciscos 
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When the California Society reorganized In 1930 adopting the pregent 


name, It widened its borders to assist Free Churches in neighboring States, 


as well as to start new work in thoge States, The Conference, has in the 


meantime continued to carry on a 8trong evangelistic program within Califgw F 
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Kſ0814es the gubsidizing of the newer work, building fine Churches and 
pargonages and constantly reaching out to gtill newer localities, A Misslon {| 


LS0o 2 
to the Mexicans has been gstarted, with a fine Chapel and living quarters 


at Madera, Calif, The Sunday School as well as the attendance of adults 
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is growing and promigses to be a good undertaking in the way of reaching 
the Spanish speaking people of Califormmia, She worters-areweiti quatrtfted, 
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We rejoice in presenting to readers of "THE PAGEANT OM RELIGION IN 


Evangelical _ 


CALIFORNIA” this bit of information regarding the work of "T 


1 District Conference” and to report on the Btessings 


Free Church Wweste: 
of God that have GC One 


Gospel of Jeans Christ the State of Californie 


to its humble contributheon to the spreading of the | 
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LolUl UDVETANE AGSULRIRL 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Rev Gordon A. Nelson, Vice-Chairman 
646 Church Street 
San Francisco 14, Calif. 


Mr, Joseph E, Spong, Secretary 
590 Merritt Avenue 
Oakland 10, Calif. 


Rev. Allen W. Wickman, Vice-Secretary 
3528 Felton Avenue 
San Diego 4, Calif, 


Mr. A. H. Oberg, Treasurer 
1133 Tremaine Avenue 
Los Angeles 6, Calif. 


Mr. Emil Johnson 
Rt. 1, Box 278 
Kingsburg, Calif. 


Rev. Harold W. Erickson 
4140 Oakmore Road 
Oakland 2, Calif. 


Mr, Victor G. Pierson 
Rt. 1, Box 472 
Kingsburg, Calif. 


Dr. Alfred E. Sandblom 


1731 N. Lake Street 
Pasadena 6, Calif. 


Rev. C. Victor Nyquist, Chairman 
710 W. Main Street 
Turlock, Calif. 


Rev. P. B, Wellander 
Conference Superintendent 
1054 So. Hudson Avenue 

Los Angeles 6, Calif. 


INSTITUTIONS ; 


Scandinavian Sailors Home 
116 Drumm Street 
San Francisco, Calif. 
Rev. Franz Larson, Supt. 


Emanuel Hospital 
Turlock, Calif. 
Miss Ethel Nelson, R. N. Supt, 


Bethany Home 
Turlock, Calif. 
Mr. Anton Peterson, Supt. 


Mission Springs Conference Grounds 
Rt. 4, Box 324 
Santa Cruz, Calif, 
Mr, Freemy Carlson, Supt. 


Elim Covenant Home 
6 St. Estaban Street - 
Tujunga, California 
Rev. H, E. Nordquist, Supt. 


'*California”” Weekly 
247 W. Main Street 
Turlock, Calif. | 
Rev. C. Milton Strom, Editor 
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work. of the otioal iooton Covenant Church of America 
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California by a group of Mission Friends who had moved to San | 


CO, They were a 8mall group of Swed1sh youns peonle with zeal for 


bat ener oettet* <Mos & DI FE 


the spiritual welfare of themselves and others. They first gathered for 


devotional meetings conducted in the Swedish language. A Missſon Covenamt | 


Chureh was organized ett ,1877. Soon a hall was rented for the nublic 


a 


Services in which the pastors Mellgren a nd P, Wedin were the first to 


preach. After the continued services of Rev.E.Turnouist and Rev. A. Noreen 


as regular pastors of the church the Rev. Cerl Anderson accented the call 


. 
> TITTY 2% 


to become the pastor. His was a very successful ministry covering a »Meriod 
of over twenty years in that church. He became the great leader and organizer 


of the BE ovenant work in the State. 


Miss8ion Friends continued to move into various communities in Califor- 


nia, Churches were sSuccessively organized in Oakland, Fresno, Los ent] 


'E Kings burg-Riverside, San Jose, Turlock, Hilmar, Berkeley, Kingsburg, -. 'K, 


SOS 


there 


thirty-one churches In the California Conference, three of 


Located outside of the bordergpf the State. They have a total of 


Eo Pl * wes 
hl , 68h members. TAL wlnhrratþ with Califermut = 1,569 , 


". Among the pioneer pastors in California away be mwantianed, besides 


ay ingioated, the Reverends Albin Anderson, J.F.Gillberg, 


__— = A. Lydell, E.,0,Carlson, JT. Os8born, 4. Hallner, Ree MSC ET {+ IL | 
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Mr. . John Brynteson., The Home was degtroyed Lead (up great POET RAT. and | F, | 


b 


fire of 1906 but was rebuilt and again paid for by Mr. Brynteson. Rev. 


Albin Anderson was the first sunerintendent of the Sailor's Home, 

Through the efforts of Rev. August be1von, then vastor of the Turloek 
o0hurch, the Emanual Hospital was erected in that City 1917, Mrs TJustina 
Tohnson became Its first superintendent, 

The desire WeF a home for the aged had for some time been given eXxpress- 
lon by a number of Covenanters. This became - reality in 1924 when the 
Bethany Home for the aged, also located in Turlock, was dedicated. 

Next came the need-of a gummer conference -place ror the young peonle 
of the churches, Mr, Magnus Johnson of Fing 8b” $xnre260 this thougtt again 
and again at the meetings of the Associlation, Several 3uch conferences were 
first held in rented vlaces. In 1925 the Misslon S»Mrings Conference Grouwhds 
in the Santa Cruz Mountal ns were bought. Thougsands of neole gather there 
for rest, Tecreation and s8»iritual edification every Summer. 

The success of the Bethany Home at Turlock causedþ number of friends 
in Southern California to feel that a home for te older folks should 
algo be erected in the Los Angeles area. This became a Treallty when the 
Elim Home at Tujunga was dedicated 1940, Rev. H., E, Nordquist has been the 
Superintendent of the game from the beginning. 


A weekly paper, The California, has for many years been an imnortant 


link between tlie churches in carrying ontheis home and foreign missilonary 


—work.s Having for many years been carried on as a privately owned project 


p-9ne \$ LY 
it was PUDCRLSCE. © and became the mroperty of the Assoblation lagt-yeanr. 


Rev. A.G.Samuelgon was fa many years tle strong leader of the Aggoci- 

tion, He acted for long periods as secretary and chairman of the organiza tion. 
\ 

For a time he carried on the work of a g8unerintendent on th filed. | 


Another wan who has given himself untiringly to the work of the As8ocilation 


is Mr. A. H, Oberg of Los Angeles, He has for a lo-ng period been the very 
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The Unitarian Church ama irik. 
Earl Morse Wilbur 


The Unitarian Church is a liberal Christian body which is 


popularly supposed to deny the Trinity and the Deity of Christ; 


but it has long outgrowm this doctrinal definition, Its preachers 


to-day simply ignore these doctrines, and selfom attack them | 
unless controversy is forced on them. What most clearly distin- 
guishes Unitarianism to-day relates not to its doctrines but, to 


its underlying principles. These are three: first, its complete 


mental freedom from any bondage to creeds or confessions; second, 
its reliance upon reason, rather than upon any external authority 
or tradition, as the final authority in religion; third, its 
+ tolerance of various views and usages rather than insistence upon 
uniformity in belief or worhip, Throughout its whole history 
its doctrines have often been relegated to the background, but 
these principles have been constant factors, 
This movement had its origin in Protestant circles before 
the middle of the sixteenth century, It was organized by members 
of the Reformed Church in Poland in 1565, and in Transylvania in 


b-4 


1568, in the latter country it has survived three hundred and 
> _ eighty years of bitter persecution, but from Poland Unitarians 
were banished in 1660, and took refuge chiefly in Holland, where 
they found freedom and at length coalesced with the liberal 


Protestant sects. Thence their faith, now knom as Socinianism, 


Slowly spread into England, where under the name of Arianism it 


* 


\ 
3D Wa.” Fay i 6 « 
Ys S——-" "wi o 
- CES * F / . 
Q « . o 


46d SS -£ 

NN LE ANA 
bt MY AS A it + h MY +4 
44 * uk of ta * $ x 


A S. \ 

"MN 4.4 a7 7 J. 

MIRO ALT OT 
FP? > 


wird” ap ys WF 6 ” mL 3 AR 

C a4 , "£ 5» 4 ky LIES 

> EY os - £5 4 £ . 

Yo Fay i 30 9 [ «” bo. bY 1, 
\ _ 


. - Y Go q 
TS \ = I 4 Ga = > 4 
C5 Fo Fs we ol ok ES. wc i 
od Co EOOEIIEEN 
| { *%" [2s b $4 Lid + W.. 


Y- F * 
i «i 
oo No _ C SH LON 4.9 : 
' 49% 7 he 6 bs "DM l 
Cave l wy $4, Oy. { - Sd y % 
Py LET, ot «cf [UE I SOD, 
—_ ME. 3 Wee » SIP py? ww 4 
» 4 ©: wi. q LT " U 
| $a £5.) 8. 45 $ ESATA IIS; ks 4 
"RG, *Y : 0 _ > 


Ry 
1% 


* 


LT 


- =_ 
Pe ia nn... oy 
_ - , i : _ Ip” a \ - . 
E .+ : L SEL ©. , ” 4 
- 


J 3% Eh 
Ss? >" 2 Lye 
- . oh 5 a 1 TRY 
7 —_ ” £4 % 
ESR 
: = a= -» 4 ” A R : Y F A, 0s «XN ox 6 
 'Vy . a q 4 4 "yg \ ay . 
X : - TSA KC 4 44 " 4 * 1 _— ? Y _Y FTC n " _ 4 KIEL - " . - X » ” C A 58- XY. A 
"_ : X IIB an Ra CO Wer ir rt I OL IRE EI I A OR ey | ©» © EEE. 
þ 7 4 CORRS ni ns br 
* w 4 
» 
. » + e% 


won in the course of the eighteenth century a large prop- 


ortion of the Presbyterians, The first Unitarian chapel 
was opened in London in 1774,and the denomination is spread 
throughout the kingdom, In America, as the liberal wing 
of the Congregational churches outgrew their Calvinism, they 
became Unitarian, and in 1825 organized as a separate denomin=- 
ation, 

The history of the Unitarian churches in California 
begins in the period of the gold rush, when the population 
of San Francisco is said in 1849 to have growm from two 
thousand to twenty thousand, Many of those that remained 
as permenant residents and formed the backbone of the new 
community came from New England, where Unitarian churches 
were numerous, and those of that faith, expecting to establish 
their homes in this new land, naturally wanted churches for 
themselves and their children, Denominational headquarters 
in Boston were awake to the missionary opportunities opening 
in this new field, and toaratun that ane..of. hoy nRatie oi oe ncs 
as-£0ing.t0..0a1ifornie-on-business of -hts-om-;-they— pave 
*E — 2 ; x & ; Lonary-of--the- A i Vnitar 
A8s80ctation,” - Thus when” the Rev. Charles A Parieyy. lately 


of —-ehuroheos-etast port ana” Saco; Maine and Norwich,” Cormowmmms 


-appPearet-eat-SenPrancisco in the artum of" 3850.he-was..at...... 
enee-asked to conduct religious services, and these were held 


on October 20, at Simmon's Athenaeum Hall , on Sacramento Street , 


Just above Kearney, Twenty-five men stayed after service to 


* 4 x 
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plan the formation of a Unitarian Society. VWeekly 8ervices 
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SH _  Denomknational headquarters in Boston were awake to the mis- 
Sionary opportunities opening innthis new field , (omit Pe Pory 


three lines, end eubestitute as follows) and learning that Mr. 


| Edward P. Bond of Boston was Just, about to graduate from the 
= Divinity School at, Catbridge, and was attracted toward the 


Pacific Coast, they commisSioned him yp explore the possibil- 
ities for a mission at San Francisco; and tio that end he was 
ordained .in Boston, June 12, 1849, A church had alrovdy been 
organized at San Francisco before his arrivel; but, whether he 
found condit.ions too chaotic to encour ae him, of found him- 
self unequal to the demands of pioneer work, he s00n moved 

on to the Sandwich Islands, where he remained in business for 
many years, His little Societþ. Survived, however, ayd in the 
autumn of 1850, when the Rev. Charles Andrews Farley, lately 
from churches at, Eastport, Maine and Norwieh, Conn., appeared 
returning from the mines on the Feather Niver, he was at once 
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were held thenceforth, and on November 17, the First Unit- 
_arian Society of San Francisco was organized, Meetings were 
now removed to a larger hall in the Museum building, where 
services were continued until april, when Mp, Farley returned 
to the East., In the meantime the work of erecting a house 
of Worship was planned, But in May and June nearly the whole 
city was laid in ashes by two terrible conflagrations., As 
SoO0N as normal conditions could be reestablished the supporters 
of the cause rallied and wrote to the tast, asking that another 
minister be sent out. 

The choice fell upon the Rev, Joseph Harrington, Jr, of 
Hartford, Conn., who had a record of Successful pioneering 
in Chicago, He landed at the end of August, 1851, and 
preached the next day to a company filling the room of the 
United States Court, His reaching gave great satisfaction, 
and on the following unday the crowd was 80 great that many 
were turned away. oervices were then tongues to Armory Hall, 
at the corner of Sansome and Washington Streets, where he had 
preached but three Sundays when he was stricken with Panama 
fever, of which he died November 2, at the early age of 
thirty-nine, He had given promise of a brilliant ministry, 
and his death was a great blow to the society, but they rallied 
bravely, at once voted to proceed with building, and began 


correspondence for another minister. 


Difficulty was experienced in finding at once a suitable 


l; 


man for a permanent pastorate, but the Rev. Frederick T, 


Gray of Bulfinch Place Chapel, Boston, was granted leave, 
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volunteered for a year, and arrived at San Francisco in 


June, 1853, The new church, almost completed, was dedicated 


the next month, It was a handsome one for its day, and was 
Situated in Stockton Street near Sacramento, Mr, Gray put 
in an active year in organizing the church work, and then 
returned to his post in Boston, to die within a year, 

The next minister was Rev, Rufus F. Cutler from Fortland, 
date; He was a quiet, dignified man, and had many friends, 


and he served for nearly five years, during the turbulent 


days of the Vigilance Committee, but he evidently did not 


feel at home in s|such a disordered scene, The rest of his 


_ CC —O ——— en ye 2 eden Eno Pe ens om In 


. life was with the church at vharleston, 3.0, which he served 
after the Civil War until his death in 1877. 


After Mr, Cutler's departure there was a brief interim 
pastorate while a careful search of the :ast was in progress, 
until April, 1861, when the Rev. Thomas Starr King arrived. 


He had been born in New York in 1824, the son of Universalist 


= minister, had early to leave school in order to help-support 
=_ the family, and never entered college; but he had talents and 
was sStudious, _0 that by the time he was of age he began to 
preach, was Soon chosen to fill the pulpit of his late father, 


and in 1848 was called to the Hollis Street Unitarian Church 


in Boston, whence in 1860 he was summoned to the important 
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charge in San Francisco, He was but thirty-five years old, 
but already had a reputation as a powerful preacher and a 
brilliant lecturer, and his fame preceded him, His conlng 
marks a new era in the history of the San Francisco conegere- 
gation. The church was crowded from the first Sunday and 80 
continued, The empty pews were $so0o0n taken, income rapidly 
increased, the accumulated debt was paid off, and by the end 
of the year the Society was the strongest Protestant church 

in San Francisco, His public lectures were in great demand, 
and won him a wide hearing and many friends outside his church, 
and the receipts of eight thousand dollars were contributed to 
aid various public causes in the city or the: State. 

Before the end of his first year the field widened. 
Lincoln was elected, the >outhern States had seceded, Fort 
Sumter had been attacked and the war was on, The zituation 
in California was critical. Lincoln had been elected by a 
majority of only a few hundred in the State, The State gover- 
nment had for years been Democratic, and the military were 
of doubtful loyalty, Nearly half the population were from the 
Southern States; and althourh California had ten years before. 
been admitted to the Union, yet there was a strong, sentiment 
in favor of s8eceding and forming an independent Pacific 
ftepublic rather than supporting the Union in the impending 


struggle, It was not until the election of Governor Stanford 


in September, 1861 that the loyalty of California was placed 
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beyond question, In this critical time Mr, King took a 
decided stand, and in this his congregation heartily gustained 
him, His preaching inspired in his conzregation the love of 
country, and during that first spring and summer, along with 
his Sunday preaching and the manifold duties to his parish, 
he traveled from end to end of the State, rousing the dormant 
or latent patriotism of citizens, Not until the decisive 
election in the autumn was he able to rest from these outside 
labors, and even then demands were inceasant for him to 
lecture on behalt of a multitude of public causes, civic, 
educational, philanthropic or religious. 

The main question being now settled, Mr. King next took 
up the cause of the Sanitary Commission (predecessor of the 
Red Cross), which his friend Dr, Bellows of New York had 
organized for the welfare and comfort of sick and wounded 
so0ldiers, for which the government had neglected to- make any 
provision, In the gummer of 1862 therefore he canvassed the 
whole Pacific Coast from San Diego to Vancouver with tireless 
energy, raising for that cause a million and a half dollars, 
half as much as all the rest of the country gave, Then, though 
Shattered in health, he turned to concentrate his efforts on 
his church, and devoted much of the year to planning the 
erection of a new church building which his crowded congre- 


gation now greatly needed, A lot was bought on Geary Street 


below Stockton, and in December, 1862 the corner-stone was 

laid, The new church, a building of noble architecture, 

Seating one thousand five hundred, was a year in building, and 

was dedicated in January, 1864, But, alas! his incessant and 

exhausting labors during the past three years had left Mr, 

King with depleted vitality, and after preaching in his 

Splendid new church but seven Sundays his health gave way, 

and diphtheria followed by pneumonia led to his death on March 

L, Perhaps never in the history of California has a citizen 

been 80 universally and profoundly nourned. Government 

offices were ordered closed, the courts adjourned, and the 

State legislature voted an intermission of three days. His 

grave was permitted by special ordinance to be in the open k 

s8pace by his church, whence it was removed to the site of a 

new church erected in 1889, $ 

The denominational headquarters in the East realized how 

Serious a thing it would be for the San Francisco church at 

this juncture to be neglected for even a short time, and the 

Rev. Henry W. Bellows of New York was at once sent out to sup- 4 
-pÞly the pulpit for 8ix months, He was a very attractive = 
preacher, and his presence did much to invigorate the stricken 
| church until the new pastor should come. This was the Rev, 
| | Horatio Stebbins, who after successful pastorates at Fitchburg 
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and Portland, Maine was considered one of the strongest 


preachers in the country, and the best choice for the western 


post, He began his ministry here in September, 186, and cont- 
1nued it for thirty-five years, He faced a challenging sit- 
uation, but he met it with strength and dignity, The war with 
its feverish excitements passed, and the succeeding years Saw 
the congregation gradually transformed from a crowd of rest- 
less, more or less migratory individuals, who while here to-day 
might in a few months have moved on to green pastures else- 
where, to a smaller but, more stable company of families 
building up a community of homes, Among these Dr, Stebbins 
exercized a commanding influence. When he came to the church 
the organization of its activities had barely begun, There 
was only a Sunday-school, dated almost from the beginning; but 
it grew rapidly, by 1865 enrolled nearly four hundred, and was 
ror years a distinguished success. Nest after this came the 


organization of the charitable activities of the congre- 


gation, To carry on these the Society for Christian Worth was 


formed in 1873, at first containing both men and women, It 
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conducted the first free sewing-school in the city, attended 
by nearly five hundred girls, It distributed reading matter 
to those s8ick or in prison, as many as ten thousand pieces 


in a year, and has done a vast amount of charitable work for 


the needy, quietly and carefully relieving many deserving 


cages of those in want or distress, In 1887 a s$econd women's 
Society was formed, to promote the denominational and educational 
interests of its members, and called the Channing Auxiliary, It 
has spread the message of the church through printed matter 

and the post, it has held lecture courses with distinguished 


Speakers, and has had monthly meetings with selected literary 


Programs . In 1886 the Unitarian Club of California was organized 


among the men, and had an outstanding place in the city for 
thirty years, TIt had a large membership, and was addressed by 
many distinzuished 8peakers who visited San Francisco, Its 
mission being largely fulfilled, it gave way to the Commonwealth 
Club whose Foundation it largely stimulated, 

While Dr, Stebbins had not the popular oratorical zifts of 
nis predecessor, he was a serious and singularly impressive 
Speaker as he dwelt on the great 8spiritual realities, God, the 
human 8oul, the pgpiritual life; and when public causes called 
he could be depended on to give them his influential support. 

He made his hearers feel that they owed their best powers to 

the public 70008 ; 80 that his congregation through the years was 
"noteworthy for the number of prominent men it contained, leaders 
in the world of business, in education, in philanthropy, in 
punlic office, Governors, Senators, Congressmen, He was deep- 
ly interested in education, was an early trustee of the College 
of California, and President of the board, and when it became 


the University of the State he served as regent for twenty-s1x 
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years. Later he was also a trustee of Stanford University. 
After serving nearly twenty-five years, the church that Starr 

> | King built was overtaken by business, and a new church at 
Franklin and Geary Streets was built, and dedicated in 1889, 
While it was building, the church and Sunday->chool received the 
gracious hospitality. of Temple Emanu-tf1l and the First Congre- 
gational Church. The next year Dr. Stebbins resigened at the 


end of thirty-five years, and removed to vambridze, Mass.,, where 


he died in 1902, 

When the San Francisco church was first planted, its nearest 
neighbor was at St. Louis, and for fifteen years it, was a lone = 
outpost with no neighbor on the Pacific Coast., But in the 
autumn of 1865 the Rev, Charles G., Ames, exhausted by his war- 
time labors, was planning to spend the winter in California 
recruiting his health. The As8ociation in Boston, therefore, 
realizing the importance of the field, authorized him, besides 
giving Mr, Stebbins any assistance that he might require, to 
explore any opportunities for planting new churches, He there- 


Fore spent much of the winter prospecting in a dozen or 80 of the 


larger tows in Central California, His family joined him the 
next year, and he settled at Santa Cruz as the most promising 


field, and there rapidly built up a flourishing congregation. 


At the end of a year he could report that his work was already 


self-supporting, and a year. later a new church was erected, 
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In 1869 his work was 80 well established that he undertook 
also the gathering of a church at San Jose, and after his 
morning service at yanta rus he would drive thirty miles over 
the mountain to San Jose and hold evening service there, where 
the work prospered until 1872, when he returned to the tast, 
The church at Santa Cruz did not find another minister atter 
he had left, and declining was not revived until more than a 


generation later; but that at San Jose had an irregular existence 


_until late in the century, when it revived and built a handsome 


new house of worship, dedicated in 1892, Mr, Ames spent the rest 
of his long 1ife in the service of churches in Fhiladelphia 
and Boston, but more than a generation later his name was 8still 
held in veneration by old parishioners in California, whose 
faces would brighten at the very mention of it, 

Mr. Ames had done a little preaching at Sacramento, and a 
church was founded there in 1867, which had the Rev, Henry '\, 
Brown as its minister from 1867 to 16872, but the movement then 


languilshed for want, of a preacher, and was not revived then 


until 1887, after which it had intermittent pastorates for more 


than twenty years, until it was able in 1915-to buitld-an attrac- ———— 


tive church and become firmly established., 


The story of the effort to establisn Unitarian churches 


in California in the perlod when its communities were Jjust 


mob 


emerging from a time of experiment and adventure into stable 
and orderly civilization, is that of a persistent and heroic 
struggle against obstacles difficult to overcome and often 
ending in discouragment and failure, In this rapidly growing 
population were large numbers of people detached from their old 
associations, who were open-minded, plastic, and singularly 


hospitable to a reverently liberal type of religion though they 


had outgrowmn or forsaken that of earlier years, and who in a 

new world were open to a new and inspiring religion in place of. 
one outgrown, Fromising organizations could at his ties have 
been formed in almost any town of five thousand without encroach- 
ing upon other churches, had competent and devoted pastors 

only been at hand to lead them. But the ministers they needed, 
and were ready to 8upport, had to be imported from the East and 
et, to work in strange communities with no established traditions, 
and a shifting population, Few ministers, even had they the 
gifts, were prepared to take the risk of pioneering in an unknown 


field demanding an unusual degree of vigor, enthusiasm, courage, 


patience and resourcefulness, and certain to call at the outset 
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for s8ome privation and no little Sacrifice, Hence when baffled 
in their efforts, disappointed in their hopes of early success, 
-or haunted by homesickness for familiar Scenes and friends far 
away, the temptation was strong to take the hand from the plough 


and abandon the task. When one adds to this the reaction following 


booms, and the effect of long-continued financial depression, 
one can easily explain why, though more than fifty places were 
prospected by missionary preaching, and organizations __—— formed 
at more than thirty points, the year-book now enrolls but s1x- 
teen as permanently established, It will hence be to the 

purpose here to mention at length only those that have survived 
storm and stress, and may be reckoned as the permanent contri- 
bution of Unitarianism to religion in California, 

In Southern California there was no activity until 1877, 
when a very rapid development was under way, In this year 
preaching was begun-at Los Angeles, San Diego and Santa Barbara, 
The first minister at Los Angeles was the Rev. John D., Wells, 
from 1877 to 1880. Interest then lanouished until 1884, when 
Dr, E134 Fay preached for five years in the opera house to congre- 
rations of as many as one thousand, A&A church was erected and 
dedicated in 1889 but destroyed-by fire in 1891, when, instead 
of rebuilding, the congregation bought and remodeled a Baptisb 
church, In this the Rev, John S, Thomson preached until 1898, 


He was a preacher of large popular gifts, whose preaching $80 


he had to ask them to refrain, 


The first minister at San Diego, from 1877, to 1887, was the 


Rev. David Cronyn, who had followed Mr, Ames at San Jose, He was 
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| Succeeded by the Rev. Benjamin F, McDaniel, 1888-190, The 
congregation, carried away by the optimism of a real-estate 


boom, incurred a heavy debt in 1886 in erecting a large church, 


and when the boom collapsed was left with a crushinsg burden 


with which minister and people had a long and exhausting 


_struggle, heroically borne, The church was long crippled, and 
a series of short pastorates followed; but with the ministry 
of the Rev. Howard B, Bard in 1913 began an era of sound and 
lasting prosperity. It sponsored the tan Views Forum in which 
distinguished Speakers brought forward subjects of living 
interest, and gave the church and its minister a large part in 
the intellectual and civic life of the city. 

The church at Santa Barbara, attractive to settlers from” 
the tast, has been fortunate in having a stable ministry with 
few interruptions since its foundation in 1877. It has had 
a healthy and uneventful history, and its ministers have had 
- an influential part in the civic and intellectual life of the 
community, It early built a beautiful stone church, and when 


this had to be removed erected an admirable new one in 1929, 


With the appointment, of the Rev. Charles WW. WVendte in 1886 © 
as ateeLoary Superintendent for the Pacific Coast began a new 
era in the development of California churches, After acquaint- 
ing himself with the three churches already established in 


Southern California, he took up his residence at, Oakland, 


"IF: 


where he devoted himself to rathering a congregation, He 

found here the relics of a liberal church which the Rev, Lau- 
rentine Hamilton (after beings excommunicated in 1869 from the 
Fresbyterian Church for his liberal views) had gathered and 
Served for thirteen years until his death in 1882, Thegse 
furnished the nucleus for a new movement, which rapidly grew 
until in 1891 it was able to dedicate a very handsome church 
structure, "hile building up the Oakland church, Mr. Wendte 
continued to superintend church extension in the »>tate at large, 
He visited the existins churches in the South azain in 1887, and 
prospected for new movements to be started later at San Bernardli- 
no, Fomona, Ontario and Redlands, In Central California he 
inaugurated evenins services- in the dormant churches at 3an 
Jose and Sacramento: and in his immediate vicinity he founded 
a church at Alameda in 1888 which in 1891 was settled with its 
own minister, while in 1891 services were opened at Berkeley, 
where a rezular minister was settled the next year, The same 


year also saw regular services established at Fresno, But al- 


ready in 1889 he found himself 80 fully occupied with his work 


at Oakland that he was forced to resign his duties in the field, _ 


and he was succeeded as Superintendent by the Rev, Thomas Van 
Ness, who besides watching over the new fields at Alameda and 
Berkeley set on its feet a second San Francisco church, in the 


Misslon district. 


During Mr. Wendte's superintendency the churches were more 
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closely knit together by the organization of the Facific Unitarian 
Conference in 1886, with meetings annually, and in 1892 by two | 
district Conferences, one in the Northwest and one in Southern 


California, which have met somewhat irregularly, but have done 


much to cultivate a sense of working together for a common cause, 
His regime also saw denominational headquarters established in 
San Francisco to coordinate the work of the churches; and a most 


valuable monthly publication, the Pacific Unitarian (succeeding 


the short-lived Guidon) was founded, edited, in large part writ- 


ten and at no little cost to himself published for thirty five 
' years from 1892 to 1927, by Mr. Charles A. Murdock, perhaps 
the most useful layman the church in California has had, 

In spite of all these encouragements one threatening cloud, 
in addition to the severe financial crisis which fell in 1893, 
long overhung the infant churches, and that was the constant 
difficulty in finding ministers competent to carry on the ex- 
acting work of building new churches, and persistent enough 
to stick to it until the job was done. Again and again a church 


would call a minister with high expectations, only to be disap=- 


pointed within a year or two because the rapid 'Frowth hoped for 

did not take place, or because of homesickness for o1d ass0cia- 
tions, or for some trifling thing - in short, because he lacked 
& Foe the true pioneer Spirit; and when he had taken his leave there 


would be a delay of long months to make the forlorn congrega- 
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tion lose heart, Hence the friends of the cause came to realize 
the need of a school for training ministers on this coat. The 
matter was fully discussed at the Portland Conference in 1889, 
and steps were at once taken for establishing such a school at 
Berkeley in order to take advantage of the facilities of the 
University, Subscriptions were made toward providing in- 
struction, and search was made for a head of the school, who 
Should also supply the Berkeley pulpit. But the Berkeley church, 
impatient at delay, Secured its own minister, while(the financial 
panic of 1893 interfered with subscriptions. Thus the plan 
lay dormant and all but forgotten until early in 1904, when 
Mr. Francis Cutting of Oakland and Mr, Horace Yavis of San 
Francisco and their wives revived it by zuaranteeing chico! 
expenses for five experimental years, The Pacific Unitarian 
School for the Ministry (now renamed Starr Kins School for the 
Ministry) opened in the autumn, and despite manifold obstacles, 
delays and 4i8appointments has held on its course for forty- 

five years, although through financial misfortune it was for 

over fifteen years overshadowed by fear of collapse. Now 
rehabilitated and led by a new President it is facing prosper- 
ity, and cooperating with other schools and the University. 

Mr, Van Ness remained ouperintendent a little more than three 

years, but his resignation in 1893 threw his work again upon 
the over-burdened shoulders of Mr, Wendte., Superintendence 
was sorely needed for the new churches in the Mission district, 


at Santa Ana, Stockton, Alameda and Berkeley, which all needed. 


Steadying and encourarement in the hard .times: and the group of 
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infant churches east of los Angeles - Fomona, Untario, San | 
Bernardino and Redlands =- promising stations, were having a 

desperate struggle to keep aliveg.All of them indeed, after a 
brief but heroic fight in 'discouracing times, have since then 


Succumbed. Mr. Wendte carried his double burden until 1887, 


when uncertain health forced him to resien, leaving his church 
burdened with an excessive debt under which it long staggered 
during a s8uccession of short pastorates, It did not begin to 
return to sound health until the Rev. Clarence teed began in 
1919 his notable service of twenty-five years. Ir, Wendte with 
broken health spent vet a few months in restoring harmony 
between factions in the Los Angeles church, and in 1905 it 
entered upon a long career of growing prosperity, and erected 
a handsome new church building in 1927, 

With the close of the nineteenth century better times. 
appeared to be dawning, and the period of exploratory .pioneer- 
ing 80 Shevously carried on by Ir, Wendte may be $said to have 


to come to an end, He had investigated the prospects in all 


FF ___ the most promising towns, had reestablished two moribund move=- 


ments, opened preaching stations or organized churches at more 


than. twenty points, seen ten new church buildings erected, 


and left the work of the district well organized, When the 
SD 


Rev. George W, Stone in 1900 took office as Field Secretary, he 


had the task of consolidating work already done, and aiding the 
erection of several more buildings, as well as abandoning 
Several points which had proved unable to develop sufficient 
strength, Since his retirement in 1910 the work has gone 
on quietly, with three or four new churches added, and a like 
number dropped. 

To summarize now this brief account: the history of the 
Unitarian churches of California is the story of efforts in 
the face of persistent obstacles to promote in this reglon a 
liberal form of Religious faith. Apart from belonging to a 
tradition essentially different from that of most Christian 
churches, and hence often regarded with unfriendly eyes if not 
actually opposed, these churches have had the disadvantage. of 
being thousands of miles removed from the fellowship of others 
of their faith, and have been greatly handicapped by the scar- 
city of available leaders, Only the consecrated spirit of their 
leaders and the devoted loyalty of their members sus tained their 
efforts under the struggles and hardships of early years, They 
nave never wished to emphasize their distinctive doctrines, nor 
to engage in controversy unless moved to it in self-defence; 
prefering wherver possible to join with all Christians in pro- 
moting the simple virtues and graces of Christian character, 


together with fervent patriotism, public Spirit, and all the 


marks of good citizenship. With such ideals they have tried 
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o make their influence count in their communties, and with 
_ __ these they hope in years to come to make their contribution to 5 
To 2 | the religious life of California, 
FS ESD A tabular view of the progress of the Unitarian churches 
| | in California may be taken from their Year-Books, as follows: 


Bat nn, 41000 : 10 Churches, _ 
; 1930 | 8-9 
1938 Sh # 


,12h, families ht f 


, 04> members 


672... 
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"= Ee To It should be added that these figures are a low minimum, 
-— = or not all churches regularly submit full reports, nm 


_+ 
a . 
4 
pl, - 
f . 
f 
 « 
: 
- 
- 
\ 
ul * 
+> 
xF of , 
i Py & 
: 
© 
: . 
c + 
4 b 
>! 4s 
_\ *% 
l 
« x . 


ER” - 
- 
Nap 7 _- 
#T J bo 
: $. by 


MISERY oe Roy, 1px ary. s . - 
WM ., I% Cob Kay ; 
= 


: A "4 - © . k. " 


\ #0 3\ 4 \ 
+ $28 a S 
CI 4 65 tg) 
C <A a LEES <Q I « L 
AI IAC Eortige. 4 
CATE I» _ - 


” 
bo ed tro "gas þ 
Ta 7 


m" % - 
- 
4 . b £ 
b 
. 
>; - ”, : _ » 
T7 x. l *. s 0 : y 
* - <.i+- \ ” P 
—__—_—_—_—__—_ 8 U heoat . - - tl ——_—— - HS. + oo ——O@CCCoe—— 2 — _ —_ - _ - ry - . a N _ 
- 
” - » 
"Fg . 
*s, .- — . 


oe 8 « 3.4 
Y CASE <P hs w 0 ths > ' | Ny '} VT ES, 8" >." Y A — 
0D SALE TEE aÞ - "8 . 


x 
= 
- 
of 
—— % 
#. Ms x 
_ 

. - 

: 
+» 

——- 
" = +*+% 

ot 

- * 

k 
: : 
4 % 
— 
: . f 
' 
w * : 


x SIRI ON "I 

<> Ba REELS, 

"Os 4 © a% 
RN CL ke 


"Re 


wir. 


aan Naas "Roe ns ——_— oy LO Er I et WE Dt I I Ine ————— FINES: ALES et es Fr 
es COMO WER VN RE Tn ot gt inn 7 PUN ANTE TAN * Ad. Oe ed ae > LIP SERVE ' , 
. _ . " Bs, 


o , C - LEG a. mo es » "5 CC I "OI 
A . * < b = wk * 
þ4 Fo Sd o wo Y of ® : £ +44 = uu 6 FX * n 
= . ,— F . 
ye Eg. oY DLO" IE 
# o _ d 4 8. Fu . hs. 
- o _—_ > Fu. F -” , 4 TY 
a0, > \ . - 
. p = 8 R. = PR. % E \ \ p " 
c v a *® bi. of R : ” 
[ 3 "—_— _ —— 
ow o 3 a" "# 4 4 ; - 
e fo "» I - FY'y Þ ; 70 " .- 
* JF OS, a \ % w» - . & 7 
ta 3.95 2-4 ST TG 4 " 
y% . 4 WES. >, \ 
k I 
Lt wb wy 4 » D | 
Ss” - 26 be « : OS 
> ” < _ 
o y _ y 7 eE- « ,” "Þ- Te * "I - - 
- * ” 
vV.2 bp 5 2.5 = a. C2 of * F Y , : 
THe 44 — 
p) * » * w - JE 
o F) 4 Wi 5.4 — 
\ ow 
. EIS ©, C * 1 _— BR Op HAI) RRHCTE Er rn Ce ICEIRIT * WIS wt. 
by « 1 
- 
| tin, a 
- - *® F 
| : | | Ic Eee Gnas ——_—_— 
: * : 
= iu 
- 
: n » 


nt tt. em”. nd. 4 


ett. Mi. th. ans Ati a a tho") 


Varities of Religious Expression 


Carey McWilliams 
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Editor's Note: For a treatment of that phase of 
religion which outlanders like to call "typically 
Hollywood", it was apparent that Carey McWillaims' 
chapter in his scintillating book, Southern Cali- 
fornia Country (Duell, Sloan and Fearce, Inc., 1946) 
was easily the most interesting and best documented 
work in prints With the kind consent of the publisnh- 
ers, the whole of that work is reproduced here, and 
Mr, McWilliams has added new documentation in the form 
of footnotes, as well as considerable new material in 
. the body of the sketch, Some of the additions were 
used in part in an article in Holiday, January, 1947. 


No s8ingle aspect of Southern California has at- 
tracted more attention than its fabled addiction to cults 
and cultists, "I am told,” said Irs. Charles Steward Dag- 
gett in 1895, "that the millennium has already begun in 
Pagadena, and that even now there are more sanctified cranks 
to the acre than in any other tow in America." Writing in 
1921, John Steven McGroarty said that "Los Angeles is the 
most celebrated of all incubators of new creeds, codes of 
othics, philosophies--no day Pass5es without the birth of some- 


thing of this nature never heard of before, It is a breeding 
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"place and a rendezvous of freak religions. But this is be- 
cause its winters are mild, thus luring the pale people of 
thought to its maitiy extes ; within which man can give him- 
8elf over to meditation without being compelled to interrupt 


himself in that interesting occupation to put on his overcoat 
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or keep the fire going." YWLos Angeles is full of people 

with queer quirks," observed Julia M, 3loane in 1925, Wand 
they aren't confined to gardeners. I haven't had a hairdresser 
who wasn't occult or psychic or something,"” TEivery religion, 
freakish or orthodox, that the world ever knew is flourishing 
today in Los Angeles,” wrote Hoffman Birney in 1930, "This 
lovely place, cuckoo land,” wrote the editors of Life, "1s 
corrupted with an odd community giddiness.. nowhere else do 
eccentrics flourish in such close abundance, Nowhere do 
Spiritual or economic panaceas grow 80 lushly, Nowhere 1s 
undisciplined gullibility 80 widespread,” "here," wrote 

Bruce Bliven in 1935, "is the world's prize collection of 
cranks, gemi-cranks, placid creatures whose bovine expres- 
5ion shows that each of thes is studying, without much hope 

of SUCCESS , to be a high-grade moron , angry or ecstatic > 
exponents of food fads, sun-bathing, ancient Greek costumes, 
diaphragm breathing and the imminent second coming of Christ.," 


Uniformly, these aberrant tendencies have been attributed to 


the climate, But are there other, and less hackneyed explana- 


_tions? 


The first eccentric of Southern California was a 
cotsman by the name of William Money, who arrived in Los 


Angeles around 1841, Married to a Mexican woman, Money was a 


quack doctor, an economic theorist, and the-founder of the 
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First cult in the region. Known to local residents as 
"Professor Money," "Doctor Money,” and "Bishop Money,” he 

had been born, 80 he contended, with four teeth and "the like- 
ness of a rainbow in the eye." It is significant that Money 
Should have been the. first person to write and to publish a 


book in the region, The Reform of the New Testament Church. 


Later, in 1858, he issued a dissertation in Spanish entitled, 


A Treatise on the Mysteries of the Physical System and the 


Methods of Treating Diseases by Froper Remedies, OUf the 


5 ,000 patients he had treated, only four, he said, had died. 


The cult that he founded was called "The Reformed New Testa- 


ment Church of the Faith of Jesus Christ”" and was pretty 
largely made up of "native Californians.” He once prepared 
a map of the world entitled Milliam Money's Discovery of 
the Ocean,” On this map San Francisco, a community that he 
detested, was showmm poised on a portion of the earth that ne 
predicted would so0on collapse, precipitating the city into 
the fiery recions. Living in a weird oval structure in San 


Gabriel, the approaches to which were guarded by two octago- 


__nal edifices built of wood and adobe, Money was the leading 


eccentric from 1841 until his death in 1880, He died with 
"an image of the Holy Virgin above his head, an articulated 

Skeleton at his feet, and a well-worn copy of gome Greek 

.classic within reach of his hand," ' 
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Bishop Money was a typical Southern California 


eccentric: ke Was born elsewhere, he came to the region 
in middle life, his aberrations were multiform, and he founded 
a cult. As an eccentric, however, he was in advance of-his 
time, an exceptional figure, Southern California evidenced 
rew manifestations of cultism between 1850 and 1900. . The 
hordes of newcomers who came after 1880 were a god-fearing, 
highly respectable, congervative lot, In 189, a visitor re- 
ported that 2,000 Etasterners were spending their winters in 
Pasadena, that they were all regular church communicants, 

and that there was "not a grog shop in tom,” The publica- 


tion of the W.C.T.U., The White Ribbon, was issued in Pasa- 


dena, where, as throughout Southern California, the dry 


sentiment was exceedingly strong, When J.W, Shawham start- 


ed a "wet" newspaper in Fasadena in 1888, the local histori- 

an laconically notes that "he was a drinking fellow: he didn't 
last long.” In 1888 the Fasadena Standard bi taken a battle 
gong of the W.C.T.U.: 


Rise, Pasadenal march and drill 
To this your bugle rally— 

A Church or. school on every hill, 
AND NO SALOON IN THE VALLEY, 


: mn m—.en 
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Stand firm in rank, but do not boast EIGEIE 
Too goon your victory's tally; | 

You !hold the fort! for all the coast 
FOR NO SALUON IN THE VALLEY 


i_—_ 


The seige is on, the bombs aflight! S 
Let no true 801dier dalLly; : | 
For truth and right, for HOME we fight 3 
AND NO SALOON IN THE VALLEY, 1 
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The truth of the matter was well expressed by 
Charles Frederick Holder when he described Pasadena in 
1889 as "a city built rapidly yet without a vestige of 
the rough element that is to be found in the new cities 
of the inter-oceanic region, This is due to the fact that 
Pagadena has been built up by wealthy, refined, and culti- 
vated people from the great cities of the Ekast; and, while 
without maturity in years, she possesses all that time can 
bring, especially as regards the social ties that bind and 
mould communities.” As long as the tide of migration was 
made up of such people, there was no opportunity for the 
visionary or the faith-healer or the mystic. But, as the 
region grew in wealth and fame, it began to attract some 
strange characters. 

5 Le. The Purple Mother 
The first major prophetess of the region was un- 


questionably Katherine Tingley, Born in New Ingland in 


1847, three times married, Mrs, Tingley lived in almost 


total obscurity for the first forty years of her life, 
When she was forty, she moved to New York, where, through 
her interest in spiritualism, she came to know the theoso- 
: phist William Quan Judge, over whom she 800n acquired an 
| extraordinary influence, Much talk began to be heard in 
: theosophical circles about the emergence of a mysterious 
\ 
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disciple, referred to by Judge as "The Promise," "The 
Veiled Vahatma,” TWThe Light of the Ledge," and TThe 


Purple Mother,” Shortly after Judge's death, Katherine 
Tingley was revealed as The Purple Mother, Although she had 
never been west, l\rs, Tingley had, since childhood, dreamed 
of "building a White City in a Land of Gold beside a Sun- 
set Sea,” Raising a considerable s8um of money in the Last, 
she established the Foint Loma Theosophical Community near 
S5an Diego in 19009, 

The community was an extraordinary apparition to 
appear in the couplacent middle-class village of San Diego. 
It consisted of forty buildings, with "a harmonious blend- 
ing of architectural lines, partly Moorish, partly Egyptian, 
with something belonging to neither,” One of the main == 
structures, called The Homestead, had ninety rooms and a 
great dome of opalescent green, Still another building, 

The Aryan Temple, had an amethyst Egyptian gateway, When 
visitors approached the colony, a bugler hidden behind the 
Egyptian gates sounded the note -of their arrival, Tit was 


not long before some 300 bizarre devotees, representing 25 


different nationalities, had taken up residence in the 
colony, When a person entered the colony it was customary 


. to present Irs, Tingley with a sizeable "love offering," 


The Furple Mother ruled the colony with the utmost despotisms 
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| "From changing the milk-bottles of the newest baby to 
| : | of | 
laying the last shingle on a bungalow," wrote one 
| | : 
* observer, her desire, equals a Czar's edict." | 
| : On the lovely 500-acre Point Loma tract so0o0n appear- | 


kk 


ed a School of Antiquity, a Theosophical University, a Greek 
Theatre, a Raja Yoga College, and the Iris Temple of Art, 
Music, and Drama, Still later an opera house was acquired 

LE ' in San Diego, where the Point Loma yogis, appearing in 


Grecian cogstumes, lectured the natives on the subtle dia- 


lectics of theosophy. In its early years, Point Loma pos- 
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Sessed an atmosphere described as "1ike o0zone--like poppy- 
8cented champagne,” Vearing covabe costumes, the residents 

of the colony raised chickens, vegetables, and truits, and 
cultivated silkworms, During the years of Wrs, Tingley's 
reeidence, Point Loma was the headquarters for the branch of 
the theosophical movement which she headed and which claimed a 
membership of 100,000 followers scattered throughout the world. 
k Not only did theosophists from all. over the world visit Point 


_ Loma, but the emphasis placed on music attracted visitors from 
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4 ___—__ far and wide, Madame Modjeska, visiting the colony, called it 
"a g8econd Bayreuth," 


Needless to say, the appearance of this exotic colony 


BT in Southern California greatly disturbed the boosters of the 
A BR =>. period, who regarded it as "bad advertising,” General Harrison 
S Rr CO ERnIs E 

7 Er op Gray Otis was convinced that weird orgies were being enacted 
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| at Point Loma, He was particularly incensed by stories of 


a sacred dog, called Spot, who was supposed to be the re- F 


incarnation of one of Mrs, Tingley'!s deceased husbands. 
Under 8uch headlines as W"Outrages at Foint Loma ixposed by 
an 'Escape,'" W"Startling Tales From Tingley,” sensational 
stories began to appear in the Los Angeles Times, General 
Otis contended that Point Loma was a "spookery"; that Irs. 
Tingley exercised a hypnotic influence on the colonists and 
fed the children 80 skimpily that they became "ethereal"; 
that "the most incredible things happen in that lair”; that 
purple robes were worn by the women and khaki uniforms by 

the men; and that, at midnight, the pilgrims "in their 
nightrobes, each holding a torch,” went to a sacred 8pot 

on Foint -Loma peninsula where "gross immoralities were 
practiced by the disciples of spookism,” For once, however, 
General Otis had met his weight in wildcats, IMrs, Tingley 
promptly sued the Times for libel, and, after years of liti- 
gation, eventually collected a handsome judgement. 

It was through Point Loma that the yogi influence 
reached Southern California, Attracting thousands of visi- 
tors to the-region;-some of whom purchased real-estate;, the 
colony 8o00n ceased to be regarded as heretical, Unfortunately 
Mrs. Tingley became involved in a serious scandal in 1923, as 
a result of which she abandoned Point Loma and went to Europe. 
One of the first couples to settle at toint Loma and irs. E 


IA 
George F, Mohn lived for sgome years in the Homestead before 
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a powerful influence on her husband. Whatever the nature 
of the influence, it was unquestionably persuasive; Dr. 
Mohn contributed $300,000 to the colony, Vrs, Mohn there- 


upon sued Virs, Tingley for alienation of affections and a 


= 

Jury returned a verdict in her favor for $75,000, 

After irs, Tingley!s appearance in Southern Cali- 
fornia, the region acquired a reputation as an occult land 
and theosophists began to converge upon Iit from the four COr=- 
ners of the earth, One of these early colonists was Albert 
Powell Warrington, a retired lawyer from Norfolk, Virginia, 
who arrived in Los Anzeles in 1911, Furchasing a fifteen- 
acre tract in what is now. the center of Hollywood, he estab- 
l1ished Krotona, "the place of promise.” The particular site 
had been selected, according to Warrington, because mot only 
does the prevailing breeze from off the nearby Facific rzive 
physical tone to the s8urroundings, but a spiritual urge seems 
to be peculiar to all this section,” The hills and groves 

| around Krotona were, it seems "magnetically impregnated,” 


At its heyday, Krotona boasted an Occult Temple, 


a psychic lotus pond, a vegetarian cafeteria, Several small 
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tabernacles, a large metaphysical library, and a Greek Theater. 
Grouped around the central buildings, were the dwellings of 
the colonists, described as a people whose faces had "a con- 


sciously sanctified look.” Krotona was the headquarters of 
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the Esoteric School, the Order of the Star of the tast, and 
the Temple of the Rosy Cross, Under the direction of Dr. 
F.F, Strong of Tufts College and W, Scott Lewis of Los Ange- 
les, research was conducted "in the subtler fields of physics 
and chemistry, psychology and psychic phenomena,” Like. Foint 
Loma, the architecture was Moorish-vgyptian, At one time, 
Warrington rented a hall on Hollywood Boulevard where courses 
were given in #tsperanto, the Esoteric Interpretation of Music 
and Drama, and the Human Auro, Krotona, in fact, "became a 
considerable factor in the commercial life of Hdl ywood," 

At Krotona lived the mystic Phil Thompson who founded 
the science of "stereometry,” a science of nature based upon 


a three-dimensional geometric alphabet. Thompson demonstrated 


the-s8cience by a form on which he had worked tor fifteen years. 


The form was made up of more than a million pieces of wood 

which he had fitted together, Vore than three tons of good 
redwood lumber went into the creation of this singular con- 
traption, A charming man from County Dom, Thompson was the 
author of The Great Weaver and Letters of a lunatic to Fass- 


— 


ing Shadows, At one time his work attracted the attention of 


Albert Einstein and Dr, Robert Millikan. He died-a few years  ————— 


ago at the Hondo "poor farm” in Ios Angeles, Another res1ident 
of Krotona for many years was the writer Will Levington Comfort. 


"Krotona,” writes his daughter, "in its. circle of hills above 


Hollywood, was like some mystical birthplace of his soul and 
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it welcomed him like a prodigal gon." At Krotona, also, 
lived a remarkable woman, Wilhelmina L., Armstrong, who, 
under the pen-name of Zamin ki Dost, wrote eighteen of the 


8Uperb stories collected in ir, Comfort's Son of Fower. 


Miss Armstrong, who spent many years in India, was the ® 


author of Incense of Sandalwood (1904), a rare collector's 


item, 


The story of Krotona has been well told, in novel 


form, by Jane Levington ComTtort (From These Beginnings, 1937). 
While most residents of Hollywood have never heard of the 
place, Krotona left a definite cultural imprin} on Southern 
California. It was at Krotona in 1919 that Christine Wether- 


ill Stevenson, a wealthy Philadelphian, sponsored an outdoor 


| _ production of Sir Edwin Armold's The Light of Asia, which ran 
for thirty-five fiights, It was this production which led to 
the creation of the Theater arts Alliance in 1919, out of which 
eventually came the Hollywood jBowl concerts of today, iirs. 
Stevenson was also responsible for the production of the 


Pilgrimage Flay in 1920, long since institutionalized by the 


YC OE boosters as one of the major tourist attractions of Los Angeles, 
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By 1920 Hollywood had begun to encroach upon Krotona 
and Dr, Warrington decided to lead the faithful to Ojai Valley, 
I: SEE bo a gection of Southern California thoroughly impregnated with 
Ton occult and psychic influences, It is the home of vdgar Hol- 


Loway , the Man from Lemuria, who claims to have flow to Ujai 


4 


20s years ago In a ereat flying fish, The real genesis of 

0Jai as an occult center, however, may be traced to the + 
publication in the early 1twenties of a magazine article by | 
Dr. Hrdlicka predicting the rise of "a new 8ixth sub-race," 

It s8eems that psvchological tests ziven in California sthools 

had revealed the existence of a surprising number of child 

prodigies; ergo, California was the home of the new sub-race., 

Once this revelation was made, writes the biographer of Annie 

Besant, "theosophists all over the world turned their eyes 

toward Califomia" as the Atlantis of the Western Sea, Among 

those who came to California was Irs, Besant, who, "acting on 

orders of. her Master,” purchased 465 acres in the Ojai Valley 

as a. home for the new 8ixth sub-race, And to Ujai, she brougnt 


Kkrishnamurti, "the new Messlah,” Throughout the 'twenties,  _ 


the annual encampments in Ojai were widely reported in the 
3Zouthern Califomia press, as thousands of people, mostly 
elderly neurotic women, trouped to Ujail to worsnip the Meaaiah, 
VJal Valley theosophists, however, do not vet along well with 
those of Point Loma, Bitter enmity existed between Annie 


Besant and Katherine Tingley, the former referring to the 


_Tatter as "a professional psychic and medium" and a clever —— — ———— 


OpPportunist." 


Although tt is quite clear from the text, nevertheless 1 
should like to emphasize that General Otis was, of course, 
entirely wrong about rs, Tingley, It foes without Saying 
that Irs, Tirgley was a most imteresting woman who launched 
many pioneer educational endeavors at Point Loma, - Perhaps 
the finest testament to her character is to be found in the 
loyalty of her followers, For a most interesting article 
about her, see: "Those Terrible Mysteries", an article by 

_ Charles Pletcher Lummis which appeared in the magazine Uut 
West (unfortunately I do not have the date). 
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Just as theosophy migrated to Southern SHAATOFOLe ; 

80 other strange faiths have been Imported. Originally the 
New Thought movement was centered in New kngland; in fact, 

it was called "the Boston craze," But, 1ike all metaphysical 
and religious movements, New Thought traveled westward, From 
Boston it moved to Hartford, then to New York, and finally 
Spread westward to Chicago, Kansas City and 5t, Lauis, First 
appearing on the west coast in San Francisco, it did not 
reach Los Angeles until after the World's Fair in 1915, A 
day at the San Francisco Fair was given over to New Thought, 
and George Wharton James, the EMmipresent, delivered a lec- 
ture on "California--the Natural Home of New Thought," 


Following the fair, the New Thought leaders began 


———— to arrive in Los Angeles: - Annie Rix Vilitz, who established 
the University of, Christ; Fenwicke Holmes, who founded the 

RF. Southern California Metaphysical Institute; and Lvleanor NM, 

Reesberg, who organized the Vetaphysical library. During 

these years, New Thought studio-lecture rooms Sprang up 

throughout the city and the Metaphysicians! Way Day Festival 


became an annual civic event. Among the pioneers of the 


movement, was the Rev. Benjamin Fay M115; Under his leader-— 
ship, the Los Angeles Fellowship was a flourishing institu- 
tion from 190L to 1911, with over 1,000 members, a large 
organizational apparatus, and its om orchestra, schools 


and magazine, In 1915, alas! Reverend Mills abandoned New 
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' Thought, left California, and died a few years later, in 
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Grand Rapids, a gound Fresbyterian, 
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These two imported movements, theosophy and New 
Thought, constitute the stuff from which most of the later 
creeds and cults have been evolved, Since Southern Cali- 
fornia was the world center of both movements--theosophy 
from 1900; New Thought 8ince 1915--it not only attracted 
adherents of these creeds from all over the world, but it 
became a publishing center from which issued a steady flow 
of magazines, newspapers, and books devoted to mysticism, 
practical and esoteric, The weatical ingredients came 
from Foint Loma, the practical money-mindedness from the New 
Thought leaders, Of nearly a hundred books catalogued in 
the Los Angeles Fublic library under the heading "New 
Thought,” over half have been published ir Southern Cali- 
fornia, 1 once attempted to examine these items, but aban- = 
doned the effort after a try at the first volume indexed: 


Scientific iir Possibilities With the Human by Zabelle Abdalian, 


TNoctor of iirbodiedness, " 


On meeting in Southern California, strangers are 
SUpposed to inquire, first, Where are you from?” and, second, 


"How do you feel?" Invalidism and transiency have certainly 


been important factors stimutating cultism in the region. In ____—_—_—_—_ 
Los Angeles, wrote Mark Lee Iuther, "a vast amount of thera- 
peutic lore was to be had for nothing in Westlake Fark, The 


elderly men and women, hailing chiefly from the. Mississippi 


watershed, who made this pleasance their daily rendezvous, 


OO were walking encyclopedias of medical knowledge. They 
Dh | Seemed to have experienced all ailments, tried all cures, 
 Allopathy, homeopathy, osteopathy, chiropractic, faith- 
| healing and Christian Science, vegetarianism and unfried : 
food, the bacillus bulgaricus and the internal bath had each 
its disciples and propagandists.” The number of food and ; 
body cults in Southern California has never been reckoned. 
| : In the early 'thirties, there were over 1,000 practicing 
nudists in Los Angeles, and three large nudist camps: 
Fraternity Elysia; the Land of Moo, over the entrance to which 
appeared the saucy slogan "In All the World, No Strip Like 
This"; and, in the hills of Calabasas, a mysterious retreat 
called Shangri-la, The exigtence of a large number of 
< CRES —— —transients and visitors has always-stimulated the cult-making 
_ tendency, TIt 8hould be remembered that, for the last twenty- 
five years, Los Angeles has had, on an average, about 200, 000 
temporary residents, | 
1. More than invalidism, however, underlies the wide- 
22 Spread belief in faith-healing and magic cures, As a result 
"A 8 | of intensive.migration, the growth of medical science has 
Jig ES _ medicine of the region was a combination of folk-healing, 
: | TR quackery , and g8uperstition, Chinese herb doctors still did 
7 REM a lively business when I first arrived in Los Angeles in 1922, 
For years all the institutions of medical learning and most of 
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the hospitals were concentrated in the northern pert of the 
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State, As late as 1870, Southern California had only one doctor . 
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in attendance at the annual meeting of the State Medical Society, 
and a local s8ociety was not formed until 1888, The vacuum cre- 
ated in the medical art was filled by Chinese herb doctors, 
faith-healers, quacks, and a miscellaneous assortment of 
practitioners, As a consequence, the unorthodox medical 

sciences got an early footholfa in. Southern California, Of 

eight schools of osteopathy in the United States in 1909, two 
were located in Los Angeles. Today, of 1,580 osteopaths in 

the state, all but 500 are in los Angeles; of 3,655 1licensed 
chiropractors, 2:,052-are in Ios Angeles, Osteopaths, chiro- 


practors, and naturopaths were 80 powerful by 1922 that they 


were able to carry an initiative measure under which they  ———- : 
have their om regulatory getup, Anti-vivisection, and 
similar initiative measures, always get a heavy vote in South- 
ern California, a region that, to this day, lacks a real 
school of medicine, In such an environment it was, of course, 
foreordained that a Messiah would some day emerge. The first 


local Messiah was a poor, uneducated, desperately ambitious 
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widow by the name of Aimee Semple McPherson. CT Toes : =} 


3, S$Sister Aimee 


Aimee, who was "not go much a woman as a scintillant 


as8ault,” first appeared in California at San Diego in 1918, 
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an to attract attention by scattering religious 


tracts from an airplane and holding revival meetings in a 

| bo ing arena. That Mrs. McPherson's first appearance 

Should have been in San -Diego is, in itself, highly 51g- 
nificant, In San Diego she unquestionably heard of Katherine 


_ Tingley, from whom she probably got the idea of founding a 


new religious movement on the coast and from whom she cer- 


" tainly got many of her ideas about uniforms, pageantry, and 
showmanship. 
Furthermore, San Diego has always been, as tdmund 
Wilson once said, "o{umping-off place,” Since 1911 the suicide 
rate of San Diego has been the h 


1ghest in the nation; between 


1911 and 1927, over 500 people killed themselves in San Diego. 


A haven for-invalids, the rate of sickness in San Diego 10 
1931 was 24% of the population, whereas for the whole country 
Chronic invalids have always been 


- LS 4 . 


advised to go to California, and, once there, they drift to 


the sick rate was only 6%. 


an Diego, From 


o 


either jump into the Pacific or disappear into Mexico, 


an Diego there is no place else to go; you 
Seventy 


per cent of the suicides of San Diego have been put down to 
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Southern California has always attracted victims of 80-called 


 Nideational" diseases like asthma, digeases which are partly 


psychological and that have, as Wilson pointed out, a tendency 


« 


to keep their victims moving away from places under the il- 


| lugion that they are leaving the disease behind, 


. 


But once 
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they acquire "a place in the s8un"” in California, they are 
permanently marooned, 

From San Diego, Vrs, McPherson came to Los Angeles 
in 1922 with her Four Square Cospel: conversion, physical 
healing, the second coming, and redemption, She arrived in 
los Anreles with two minor children, an o1d battered auto- 
mobile and $100 in cash, By the end of 1925, she had col- 
lected more than 31,000,000 and owned property worth $250, 
000, In the early '!twenties, as Nancy Barr Favity has point- 
ed out (in an excellent biography of lirs, McePherson), "Los 
Angeles was the happy hunting ground for the physically dis- 
abled and the mentally inexacting...no other large city con- 
tains 80 many transplanted villagers who retain the stamp of 
their indigenous -S0i]Host cities absorb the disparate _ 
elements that gravitate to them, but Los Anreles remains a 
city of migrants,” a mixture, not a compound, 

Here She built Angelus Temple at a cost of $1,500, 
000, The Temple has an auditorium with 5,000 seats; a $75,000 
broadcasting station; the classrooms' of a university which 


once graduated 500 young evangelists a year; and, as Morrow 
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Mayo pointed out; "a brass band bigger and Touder than Souga tg, — 


an organ worthy of any movie cathedral, a female choir bigger 
and more beautiful than the Metropolitan chorus, and a costume 


wardrobe comparable to Ziegfeld's,” Founding.a magazine, The 


Bridal Call, irs, MeFPherson established 240 "lighthouses,” or 


local churches, affiliated with Angelus Temple. By 1929 she 
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had a following of 12,000 devoted members in Los Angeles | 
and 30,000 in the outlying commmities, From the platform | 
of Angelus Temple, Sister Aimee gave the Angelenos the 


- 


fanciest theological entertainment they have ever enjoyed, 
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I have 8een her drive an ugly Devil around the platiorm with 
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pitchfork, enact the drama of Valley Forge in Geroge Wasn- 


Pe 


EI PS" 


ingtonSuniform, and take the lead in a dramatized sermon called 


"Sodom and Gomorrah.” Adjutants have been praying, night and 


day, for thirteen years in the Temple, One group has been | 
praying for 118,260 hours, While Mrs, MecPherson never con- 
tended that she could heal the sick, she was always willing 


to pray for them and $she was widely knom as a faith-healer, 


_A magnificent sense of showmanship enabled her to rgive the ; 


Angelus Temple throngs a sense of drama, and a feeling of 


wry "16 # 


release, that probably did have 8ome therapeutic value, On 


State occasions, she always appeared in the costume of an 


SIZE ATE TENSE CER 


admiral-of-the-fleet while the lay members of her entourarze 
wore natty nautical uniforms, 


On Vay 18, 1926, Sister Aimee disappeared, Last 


—Suit-onthe beach near Ocean. Park, .She had 
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apparently drowned in the Pacific, While Los " went wild 


wry en} 


with excitement, thousands of templites gathered on the beach 
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to pray for her deliverance and return, A specially chartered 


airplane flew over the beach and dropped flowers on the Waters, | 


On may 23, an overly enthusiastic disciple drowned in the 
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| Pacific while attempting to find her body, A few days | 
| later, a great memorial meeting was held for Sister at 
Anzelus Temple,” at which $35,000 was collected, Three days 


| later, the mysterious Aimee reappeared at Agua trieta, across 


the border from Douglas, Arizona, 


Her entrance into Los Angeles was a major triumph. 
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Flooded with requests from all over the world, the local 


| newspapers and wire Services filed 95,000 words of copy in 


| a single day. Airplanes showered thousands of blossoms 
upon the coach that brought Sister back to Los Angeles. 
>tepping from the train, he walked out of the station on 

a carpet of roses, 4 hundred thousand people cheered while 
; she paraded through the streets of the city, accompanied 

by a white-robed silver band, an escort of twenty cowboys, —— 5 
and 8quads of policemen, The crowd that greeted her has been 


estimated to be the largest ever to welcome a public personage 
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in the history of the city, As she stepped on the platform 


Ei this thee. hand 


at Angelus Temple, the people in the crowded auditorium were 


A Added a. Seal een Glen 


chanting: 


Coming back, back, back, 

— Coming- back, back, back”. BITE 
Vur s8s1ster in the "Lord 18 coming back. BREE ct 
There is shouting all around 
For our sister has been Tound; 

There is nothing now of joy or peace we lack, 
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The Jubilation, however, did not last long, VWorking 


hard on the case, the newspapers $g00n ProYes that the £1 cnap= 


ing PENEF which she had told on her return, was highly fic- : 
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In 8engsational stories, they proceeded to trace 


1 


| her movements from the time she disappeared, through a "love 


; cottage" interlude at Carmel with a former radio operator 
of the Temple, to her reappearance in Arizona, Following these 


at 


disclosures, She was arrested, charged with having given false 


information designed to interfere with the orderly processes 


of the law, and placed on trial. Later the charges against 


. 


4 22 on, her were dropped, During the trial, thousands of her fol- 
owers gathered daily in. the temple and shouted: 


Identifications may come 
Identifications may go; 
Goggles may come 

Goggles may £0; 

pe oe ut are we domhearted? 


1 Le, 0! No! Not 
3 E ister's trial was really a lynching bee, For she had long 
> been a thorn in the side of the orthodox Frotestant clergy 
| FS who stoked the fires of persecution with mgmorials, petitions, 

£ and resolutions clamoring for her conviction, ho one bothered ; 

th: | to inquire what crime, if any, she had committed (actually 

_ She had not committed any crime), Tt was the fabulous ability 
; 4 bo with which she carried off the kidnaping hoax that go in- 
EE | furiated the reepectable middle-class residents of Los Ange- 
A be | les, Viss Vavity writes that, in her opinion, it is "improba- NE 
RD _ ble that Aimee ever deliberately sought to harm another human 
EY. : ens," Although I heard her speak many times, at the Temple 

and on the radio, I never heard her attack any individual or 
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__smnall shopkeepers, barbers, beauty-parlor operators, Smalls ————— 


ve 


any group and I am, thoroughly convinced that her followers | 
always felt that they had received full value in excahnge : : 
for their liberal donations. She made migrants feel at home 

in Ilos Angeles, she gave them a chance to meet other people, 

and she exorcised the nameless fears which 80 many of them 

had acquired from the fire-and-brimstone theology of the 

Middle West. 

Although $she managed to maintain a fairly constant 
following until her death in 1945 from an overdose of sleep-: —_ 
ing powder, $she never recovered from the vicious campalen 
that had been directed against her in 1926, The 01d enthu- 

S8iasm was gone; the 01d fervor had vanished. She was no 
longer "5ister MecFherson”" in Los Angeles, but merely "Aimee," 
In many respects, her career parallels that of Katherine 


Tingley: both were highly gifted women with a great talent 


for showmanship, bath had lived in poverty and obscurity until 


middle-age, both tTounded cults, and both were ruined by 8scandal, = 
-and——tetal menbership of 16,0004 More than 30% of her fol- 


lowers were city residents, mosbly lower-middle-class people-- 


fry realtors, and the owmers of hamburger joints, Never 


appealing to the working class, as such, she had an enormous 


fascination for the uprooted, unhappy, dispirited lumpenprol- 


etariat. Over the years, many of her followers moved into 
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: The outstan In cult movement 1n outhern aill- 


fornia in the '!twenties, the Four Square Cospel,was SUC=- 
ceeded by still fancier cults in the 'thirties, By any 
Standard of the conceivable, the I AM cult is the weirdest 
mystical concoction that has ever issued from the regions, 
It is a witch's cauldron of the inconceivable, the in- 
credible, and the fantastic. Stated in objective terms, 
the tenets of the cult constitute a hideous phantasm. 
Originating in Los Angeles, the cult spread across the 
nation, with centers in Chicago, New York, West Padm 

+ —— - Beach, Washington, Philadelphia, Boston, Cleveland, Den- 
ver, Salt Lake City, Fort Worth, and Dallas; enrolled 

| 350,000 converts; and' deposited in the hands of its crea- 


tors the rather tidy gum of $3,000, 000, 


, 


— 
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TI. For further information about Mrs. McPherson see the 


| | {4 od I contributed to ihe. ASpirin Age (1949) entitled 

"0 COTE "Sunlight in My Soul Today." 

LEE. L.40 See: Hector Chevigny's interesting novel Woman of 

AR the Rock (1949); which contains many fine insights Into 

"yt the Temale evangelist, as a type, and the relation of 

, this type to changing patterns in American culture, 

Ig An interesting comparison can be made, also, between the 

Re - . career of Mrs, MePherson and that of "Brother Is8aiah, ' 

7 Pr 27 a g8o=-called "miracle man" who enjoyed great fame in 
Eto Southern California in 1921 and 1922; see, for example, 


4 - 


3 TERS the story about Him In the Los angeles Times, May 11, 1947. j 
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The creators of the cult, Guy W, Ballard and his 


wife Edna Ballard, came to Los Angeles from Chicago: 


around 1932, Faperhanger, stock salesman, and promoter, 
Ballard had been obsessed, since his childhood in Newton, 
Kansas, with visions of gold and jewels, indicted in 
Illinois in 1929, for a z01d-mine promotion , he had fled 
westward, A professional medium, his wife had edited a _ 


S8piritualist magazine, The Diamond, in Chicago, After - 


coming to Los Angeles, Ballard, under the nom de plume 
of Godfrey Ray King, published a treatise in 1934 en- 


titled Unveiled lysteries, which sets forth the doctrine 


of the Mighty 1 All Presence. 

The. deity of the cult, it seems, is the i4scended _ __ 
Master Saint Germain, While on a hiking trip near Mt, 
Shasta in Northern California, Ballard relates that Saint 
Germain, appearing out of the void tapped him on the 
Shoulder and offered him a cup filled with "pure electronic 
es8ence," After drinking the essence and eating a tiny 


wafer of "concentrated energy," Ballard felt himself sur- 


"rounded by "a White Flame which formed a circte about 
fifty feet in diameter," Einveloped in the flame, he and 
Saint Germain set forth on a trip around the world in the 
stratosphere, visiting "the buried cities of the Amazon," 


France, Egypt, Karnak, Luxor, the fabled Inca cities of 
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antiquity, the Royal Tetons, and Yellowstone National 


Park. Wherever they Journeyed, they Tound rich treasures: 


> So 


-” Jewels of all kinds, Spanish pirate gold, rubies, pearls 


557  IRes diamonds, emeralds, amethysts, gold bullion, casks of 


Silver, the plunder of antiquity. Fantastic as this reve- 


lation may sound, Unveiled Mysteries began to sell like 


= hot cakes at $2.50 a COPY, noon the Ballards were able to 


Secure radio time, The "love gifts" poured in 80 rapidly 
| that they took over a large rambling tabernacle from the 
top of which a blazing neon light flashed word to all Los 
Angeles of the Mighty I AM Fresence, 
| And then the Ballards began to seil things: a 
monthly magazine called The Voice of -tha, I AM; various 


books, The Magic Presence, the I AM Discourses, the I AM 


Adorations, Affirmations , and Decrees, and the Ascended 


Master Discourses, Fhotographs of Ballard Tour beloved 


messenger,” sS01d for 22.50; phonograph records, which 


recorded "the masic of the spheres” and lectures of Ballard, 


_ 


2 Sold for $3; a "Chart of the Magic Presence” brought $12, a 


i | Steel engraving of the "Coamic Being , Orion , better known as 
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2 os the 01d Man of the Hills, " retailed for $2; | the Special T A 


kad} 4%. 


Decree binder" was listed at $1.25; I AM rings at $12; a 


£: 


D Special electrical device, equipped with colored lights 


AGIs 
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ae called "Flame in Action,” gold, in varying sizes, for 450 


and $200; and, finally, a "New Age Cold Cream" preparation 
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Was vat lavie for the faithful, When Mrs, Ballard was later 
convicted in the federal court in Tos Angeles, an audit of the 
books revealed that over 533,000, 000 had been collected in 
Sales, contributions, and "love offerings," 

The meetings of this cult were unlike anything of the 
8ort IT have witnessed in Los Angeles, Buxom middle-aged 
usherettes, clad-in flowing evening gowmms, with handsome 
corsages of orchids and gardenias, bustled around at the 
morning services in a tabernacle that literally steamed with 
perfume, Although sex is taboo in the I AM creed--it tends 
to divert "divine energy"--it would be difficult to imagine 
a ritual in which-sexual symbolism figured as prominently 
as it does in Vaster Saint Germain's revelation, Basically 
the cult has two s\vmbols, wealth and energy. Great emphasis 
is placed on words such as "energy," "wealth," Tjewels,”" 
riches,” and "powerg,"” The faithful are promised power by 
which they can aceuire wealth, gold, radios, hotels, auto- 
mobiles, jewels, and innumerable luxuries, A. key word in 


the affirmations, chants, and adorations is "blasted" by 


I re —_—  —— 


the dynamic energy of Saint. Germain's "purple light" and the 


"atomic accelerator.” A&A talented appropriator, Ballard had 
11fted ideas at random trom a dozen $ources in putting tnis 
strange creed together (the sources are documented in an 


interesting volume: Psychic Dictatorship in America by 1 


4 y PF2SY, : \ z - . 


I —_ S- m— 
4 


| Gerald B. Bryan, published in Los Angeles in 1940). One + 
of the Sources that Ballard used was a series of articles 

- which William Dudley Pelley had pub1lished in 1929, en- 

24 _ titled "Zeven Minutes in EZternity,” written while Pelley 


was a resident of Sierra Madre, near Fasadena, It is not 


- « + 


by chance, therefore, that the I AM cult has Hitlerian 


Lt eerie overtones, with such auxiliary organizations as "the Minute 


- Lo 


Men of Saint Germain" and. "the Dauzmhters of Lightyg” By the 


— 
. ” 


time an I AM audience repeat a chant-the fourth time, they 


are  Shouting with all the frenzy of a mob of Nazis yelling 


4 , 4 » 
b 


"5ieg Heill" Will 8ome future historian regard this Buck 


» 


Rogers phantasy as the first cult of the atomic age? 


$ 


j _—_— —_—_—_—_—_—_—Xtetrioftrs; Ballard in Los-Angeles, it 


Pee was revealed that her husband, with the aid of K-17, one 


: of the Ascended Masters, had providentially sunk three sub- 


marines which Adolph Hitler had dispatched "to blow up" the 


2 ER) Panama Canal, Well-groomed, heavily-veiled ladies took the 
= Stand and confessed their breathiess belief in the doctrine 


of "precipitation,” - that is, if you concentrate hard enough 
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on anything you want, a Jewel, an automobile, or-an orchid, © 


you can -precipitate it, As indicative of the papular appe- 


EN I tite for fantasy, representatives of "I AM" testified that 


— the sale of books alone averaged $1,000.00 a day, For months 


before his death, Ballard had warned his followers that Los 


Lo 


. - = . 


Angeles would: be destroyed on February 29, 1936, Veteran 
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victims of California earthquakes shuddered in apprehension 


and besgought the Messenger to intervene with Saint Germain, 2g. 


Their petitions were finally granted, for, at the zero hour, 
Saint Germain obligingly averted the catastrophe, After 
Gallard's death, the butiotin of the cult contained this 
terse communique: "The inner work of ir, Ballard's AS8cen- 


810n was completed in Honolulu in 1936 but his Ettheric Body. 


———<—_ —o or en WD Og er —_— Core 


did not withdraw until December 29, 1939," Apparently Bal- 
lard had been a zombie for three years. 

| One might think that the conviction of Irs, Ballard 
in the. federal courts would have worked some diminution in 


Southern California's powerful will-to-believe, Tue, a few 


| hundred members did abandon Saint Germain; but the movement 


actually gained strengtn by tne "crucifixion" of irs, Ballard, 
known in the cult as Joan of Arc, Chanera, Jesus, and Saint 
Germain, £4 recent visit to the "I AM" Sanctuary at 1320 S, 
Hope »mtreet, Las Anzvgeles, has convinced me that the Ascendant 
Master Saint Germain is still doing all right, Classes are 


conducted at the Sanctuary, and at the White Temple at 7OL1 N, © 


Belmont Street, from 7 a.m, to midnight every day. Nowadays 


volumes dictated to Ballard by Saint Germain before one can 


_ —_— — OY GY OS LE oh. 
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be enrolled ir the freshman course. Located in the Dan ctuary 


is the "Temple of Music,” in which recordings of "the music ; 


MPG 


of the spheres” have been played without interruption, for 


twenty-four hours a day, since June 30, 1945, No word has 
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ever been spoken in the Temple to which only initiates are 


admitted. During the interview that I had with a represen- | 
tative of The Messenger, the walls of the Sanctuary vibrated 
to the chant of a class in a nearby room, For the "adorations, 
"affirmations,” and "decrees" of the cult are changed in uni- 

| S80n, repeated over and over again, rising to an almost intoler- 
NY 29 het able shrillness and vehemence as the initiates demand radios 
; automobiles, perfumes and pressure-cookers of Saint Germain, 

Great s8tress is placed in the "I AM" cult on color 

vibrations, Dedicated followers of Saint Germain will not 
wear red or black, nor are they permitted to have these colors 
in their homes, For black is eymbolic of Night, Derkness, and 
YR II Death; while red signifies Blood, Danger (as witness the red 


- 


"s5top signs" in traffic), and Destruction, Since neither 
color appears in the rainbow, they are therefore evil in es- 
gence, Science has even proven, 1 was informed, that the 
color red has been knom to drive people crazy, The only 

; ORE: red tolerated in the cult is the red of the american Flag, 
Most of the "I AM" brochure, charts, and pictures are colored 
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fe the taboo list., For it seems that the Hates, Irritations, JEL 
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blue, purple, yellow and green. Pets are aiso on 
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= | and Jealousies of mankind seek materialization in animal 


SED RO IH form, Sex, except for procreation, is rigidly proscribed, 


Explaining this curious taboo, my informant pointed to the 


= -- Iincreasing divorce rates and blithely stated: "Everyone knows 
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na 907% of the divorces are due to the indulgence in sex as 
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In 1875, a group of men, whose names must be for- 
ever unknom, succeeded in establishing contact with a 
Superhuman race of little men with metallic heads who 
dwell in the center of the earth, With the aid of these 
Supermen, The Sponsors propose to eradicate war and poverty 
from the earth, Such is the basic revelation of Mankind 
United, a cult movement launched by Arthur Bell in 1934. 
Onge 200, 000, O00 people have Joined the organization , 
Mankind United will be in a position to insure that no 
mortal will have to work more than four hours a day, rour 
days*a week, eight months a year, to earn a salary of not 
less than 33,000 a year, Pensions of $250 a month will ; 
be paid all who have worked 11,000 hours or have reached 
the age of sixty, Bell promised each of his followers a 
25 , 000 home, equipped with radio, television, unlimited 
motion pictures, and an "automatic vocal-type correspondence 
machine," The homes were also to be equipped with automatic 
news and telephone recording equipment; automatic air-con- 
— ———&dtttoning; with-fruit-trees,—vegetable-gardens; hot ROUSOSymm——— 
athletic courts, swinming pools, fountains, Shrubbery, and 


miniature waterfalls, hile traveling some years before the 


war in CUnina and Japan, Wand certain countries in Europe," 


Bell had discovered 100, 000, 000 gardeners who were anxious L 
to spend the rest of their lives gardening in America for F | 
Mankind United, | | E 


nge for these promised luxuries, members 

| to surrender their worldly poss8essions on join- 

+ order. Throughout a network of affiliated | 
TE zanizations-the Universal 'Service Corporation, the Inter- | 
Eons) Indtitute of Univergsl Regearch and the Internation- | 
” of Vieilantes-the leaders. of Mankind United re- | 
'500 in 1939 from the sale of Arthur Bell's 
revelation. BFetween 1934 and 1941, more than 14,000 Cali- 
ornians Joined the cult, most of whom were "either elderly 
Persons or individuals who had suffered severe economic | 
-  los8es.”" Arthur Bell claimed to have poss8ession of a ray | 
machine 80 owerful that its beams once released, would | 
one - knock out the eyesockets of people thousands of miles dis- | 
| tant (a notion based upon an article which Dr, R. M, Langer, 
+ ap the California Institute of Technology had contributed to | 
in 1940). Using the principle of the ray machine, | 
ts would be created capable of exterminating 
People at a single blast (the atomic bomb killed | 
100,000 ; | Claiming to be onnipotent, Bell told Z 

- nto'a trance and be whisked off to the far corners 
earth, On one occasion he went to sleep in San Fran- 

nd ke up aboard a British merchant vessel in mid- 

x ortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the | 


leaders of the cult, most of whom were anti-war, were Ccon- 
victed of violating the sedition statutes, | 

Certain basic themes appear in both the IT AM and Man = 
kind United cults, In both movements there is a marked 
emphasis upon energy and power: 8ymbolized by the ray machine 
in Mankind United and by the "mystic purple light” of the I AM 
cult, Both cults retilect a psy choneurotic. preoccupation with 
the symbols of material wealth, luxury, and ease of living, 
Splendor and release, power and wealth, are to come, in both 
cages, through the intervention of a Messiah who POSSeSSe08 
the magic formula, There are villains in both cults: hidden 
rules, destructive forces, static elements that must be 
blasted into eternity, Sired by Buck Rogers and Superman, they 
are nevertheless prot ound ly Symptomatic of the unrest, the 
Suppressed fury, and the preoccupation with violence and 
power of certain classes in our society, The revelation of 
Arthur Bell contains this simificant passagpe: 

The middle classes of people, who have always 

constituted the backbone of every nation, have 
been held in bondage throughout the centuries, 


primarily because of the fact that they have been 
penny wise .and pound foolish in devoting their 
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taking 80 little time for ascertaining the reasons 
for their ceaseless bondarze, 


WThe character, Tod, in the late Nathanael West's brilliant 


novel, "The Day of the Locust,” spends his nights at the 


different Hollywood churches, drawing their worshipers: 
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ness was ined through the constant 
CE Cat enbs and 8pring grips; the "Church 
is8ible” where fortunes were told and the dead 
"made to find lost objects; the "Tabernacle of the 
Third Coming,” where a woman in male clothing 
' Preached the "Crusade Against Salt"; and the "Tem- 
-ple Modern” under whose glass and chromium roof, 
TBrain-Breathing,” the Secret of the Aztecs, Was 


: taught, As he watched these people writhe on the 
hard 8eats of their churches, he thought of how 
SE-6 well Alessandro Magnasco would dramatize the con- 
Gs OY FOE . trast between their drained-out feeble bodies and 
REI | their wild, disordered minds, He would not satirize ; 
_ | them as Hogarth or Daumier might, nor would he pity 
| them, He would paint their fury with respect 
: appreciating its awful, anarchic power and aware 
: that they had it in them to destroy civilization, 
One Friday night in the "Tabernacle & the "Third 
| Coming,” a man near Tod 8stood up to speak, Although 
: his name most likely was Thompson or Johnson and his 
: home town Sioux City, he had the same counter-sunk 
0 eyes, like the heads of burnished s8spikes, that a 
monk by Magnasco might have, He was probably Just 
__————— xx from-one of -thecolonies of the desert near So- 
| | boba Hot Springs where he had been conning over his 
Soul on a diet of raw fruits and nuts, He was very 
- angry, The message he had brought to the city was 
EE one that an illiterate anchorite might have given 
NE decadent Rome, It was a crazy jumble of dietary 
f rules, economics and Biblical threats, He claimed 
to have seen the Tiger of Wrath stalking the walls 
CODED Et of the citadel and the Jackal of Lust skulking in 
er one . the shrubbery, and he connected these omens with 
SC a SOS 2454 dollars every ENUFBORY UC Moat eating,” 
EOS erg” - Tod didn't laugh at the man's rhetoric, He knew it 
DR RICE was unimportant. What, mattered were his hearers, 
> OF IG .._ihey_sprang to their feet, Shakin; ; Their Tists. and 
—” bass drum and soon the entire congregation was Sing- 
PE ing "Onward Christian Soldiers," 


In Los Angeles, 'T have attended the gervices of the 
' Agabeg Vecult Church, where the woman pastor who presided 
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had violet hair (to match her name) and green-painted 
eyelids (to emphasize their mystical insight); of the | ow WY 
Great White Brotherhood, whose yellow-robed followers | — YA 
| celebrate the full moon of May with a special ritual; of I | 
the Ancient Mystical Order of Melchizedek; of the Temple ; 
| of the Jewelled Cross; of Sanford, "food scientist, psy= ; 
| chologist, and health lecturer"; of the Baha'i World Paith ; 
Center; of the Crusade of the New Civilization; of the Self- ; 
ealization Fellowship of America, which plans a Golden TD 
| Lotus Yoga Dream Hermitage near incinitas; and the lectures : 
| of Dr, Horton Held, who believes that California is an L 
| : 
unusually healthy place to live since "80 many flowers find | 
it possible to grow in this vicinity, The flowers, culti- 
vated or wild, zive out certain chemicals which” beneficially TRE 
affect the human body,” Los Angeles is the home of the 
Maz-daz-lan cult of Otoman Bar-Azusht Ra'nish (real name | 
Otto Ranisch) whose followers chant: EY ; 
I am all in One individually and one in All collectively; : 
I am present individually and ominpresent collectively; 4 
I am knowing individually and omniscient collectively; . ; 
I am potent individually and onmipotent collectively. © : 
I am Maz-daz-lan and recognize the Eternal Desilgns of | 
mnt | Humata, luhata, Hu-varashta nee 
A-ghem Vo-hu, A-shem Vo-hu, A-shem Vo-hu. © or oe SY 
It is the home of the Philosophical Research Society, $ 
Incorporated; of Manly Falmer Hall, "America's Greatest 8 
Philosopher”; the center of Zoroastrianism in America; and © | 5 : 
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__ ing listed as tenants: "Spiritual Mystic Astrologer; 
- Spiritual Psychic Science Church, number 450, Service 


Daily, Message circles, Trumpets Thursday; Circle of 


Truth Church; SpSratbug——==cc===rcoephrn;, First | 


, . 


WE, Church of Divine Love and Wisdom; Reverend Eva Coram 


Giving Her Wonderful Cosmic Readings, Divine Healing 
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ES Daily; Spiritual Science Church of the Master, Special 
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BE Rose Light Circle, Nothing Impossible,”" Southern Cali- 


F fornia, wrote Michael Williams, is a "vertiginous rn tust on 
s of modern idolatry and 8orcery and superstition," which is 
Aa ; finding philosophical jJustification as a 'new paganism, made 
: gr up of Theosophists, Rosicrucians, Christian Mysticism, Her- 


"0 meticism, and New Thought,” Tt will be noted that most of 


the movements described in this chapter represent cultic 
©, phenomena, that is, they are not sects which have s8plit off 
ASST _ from gome established faith; they are new cults. 


' 


OE NNDLS 2's "8tory of the "Self-kealization Fellowshi 
ns "Last, West Blended in Seclusion”" by Sara Boynoff, Los. 
8: Angeles Daily News, August 1, 1949, 


On the Rosicrucian Order, see the story in the San Francisco 

I. Chronicl of March 5 BS 1949, about an interesting Iaw uit 11 

RS. _ Jose, The s8tor throws a great deal of light on the sub- | 
f the 55mg hag Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Mystical 
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6, Holy Cities | : 
| To Enroute from San Francisco to Los Angeles, the | - I. 
| curious traveler can make the acquaintance of any number of | ; 
= bizarre wayside prophets and hot-dog-stand gavants, Located ; 
| on the highway between Santa Cruz and San Jose 1s the com- : | 
| | munity of Holy City, where "Father" W.,k, Riker, perennial | 
| candidate for governor, "The Wise Man of the West,” pre- 2 
| Sides over "the world's most perfect government,” Holy | 
| | City itself consists of a restaurant, a post ofilice, a 
| print shop, and Riker's headquarters -over which appears the 
8ign: PFholy City - Information Booth - All Mysteries Ans- 
wered.” Along the highway, Holy City is advertised by 
s8igns readine: 'If you are contemplating marriage, suicide yp. 
or crime gee us first," and "dispel the idea that you are | 
& different than God or the other fellow when sifted down, " | 
| The magnum opus of "Father" Riker, a former shownan and | 
7 circus barker from the iddle West, is a book called The | 
Perfect Government which is written in question and answer | [- 
: | 6.58 j 
| _______form. Thus: "Questions When was this philosophy estab- [1 
TT nano Anover: in 1908, prior to the areas Helley's comers ( 
; Question: Are any of your people married? Answer: They are | : 
| all married to Wisdom,” Father Riker has a standing reward £1 
of © $25, 000,00 for any person who can find a flaw in the book | E 
or Tan prove that the theocratic scheme of world government FA. 
which it sets forth will not work, Riker is a typical Cali- ne Ba 
FRE fornia prophet in at least three respects: his lack of 
WET 's Re Sis 
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8 V 8elf-assertion, and his violent 
Is Conrad Aiken once observed, there is about | 
e state "that somewhat Specious and stagey largeness 
1ch California 80 impartially visits upon trees, fruits FEE 
d prophets alike," Its prophets, like its geraniums, ; 


Ge” 


zrow large, rank and garish, 


OD . Dom the coast, in the towmn of Atascadero, lives 
— W11liam Jullgren, publisher of The Beacon Light, food ER 
_— faddist, anti-semite, astrologer, and prophet, Jullgren, 
" Who bitterly opposes s&x, smoking and drinking, believes 
"- : | that individuals can only attain real insight into the « 
mysteries of the Cosmos by fTeastins on one or another of | 
. his specially prepared foods: the dry herb Kkamba; Fapaya 
- ' Tablets; Kelp-Carbon Tablets; Vegex; Alfalfa; Lemon Juice 
Wo Powder; Kol-N-Zymes; Beet Root Fowder; and, above all, raw 
— © kelp, From various "lunations" which he has worked out , 
Jullgren is convinced that Southern California awaits des- 
©» bruetion, "Low vibrations,” he writes, WTattract trouble, 
2 earthquakes and such,” Furthermore, areas of low vibrations 
ES attract people who "draw digaster after them.” Kullgrenites 
_ _ breats which should be located at elevations or not 1ess | 
z ) nor more than 3,000 feet. "You may think I am 
e prophet, of Atascadero, Tbut my responsi- Mu 
'I warn you of what 1 know will come, The 
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| religion. of the 014 Piscean Age is crumbling,” The 
Noah's Ark trailer should be loaded: with plumbing 
tools, scissors, clippers, needle, and thread .and should 


be stocked with quantities of kelp for the Taverage adult 
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; should eat not less than 6 pounds of kelp a year," One 
of the secrets of the success of California's raw food 
prophets, who invariably mix astrology, sex, kelp, and 
politics, is their emphasis on the awful things to come, 
In a land haunted by fear of earthquakes, Thend. JCrone ans 
of the highways simply can't tail to attract a following. 

It is one of the paradoxes of Los Angeles that here, 

where it is almost as difficult to see the stars as it is 
to see the gun through Pittsburgh!s smoke, Should be 
located the international headquarters of astrology, To 


be gure, stars can occasionally be seen in Southern LCalit- 


ornia; but, for most of the year, they are lost in the soft 


\ / 


mist of the nicht -skies, Yet crystal ball gazers, horoscope 
readers, and other magicians specializing in predicting 
the future have long flourished in Southern California. 


Perhaps the fact that the future of Southern California 


"has" seemed—at—times—so=umrcertain—ar 


LY 
pa | 
—_—_— MA +3 


tributed to the prevalence of astrological cults of one 


kind or another, To be assured that Southern California 


Nr OE Ee  adaatades 


did have a future - even by an astrologer - must have been 


comforting and consoling, in any .case, the practice of 


astrology reached such peaks of extravagance that, some_ 
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gorous 8elf-assertion, and his violent 


rad Aiken once observed, there is about > 


"that somewhat> specious and stagey largeness 


, 


California 80 impartially visits upon trees, fruits 


and prophets alike.” Its prophets, like its geraniums, 


_—_— 


grow large, rank and garish 


= ____. Dom the coast, in the tom of Atascadero, lives 


n2u _Þ 


William Jullgren, publisher of The Beacon Light, food 


faddist, anti-semite, astrologer, and prophet. Jullgren 
who bitterly opposes s&@x, smoking and drinking, believes 


that individuals can only attain real insight into the 


” 


mysteries of the Cosmos by feastins on one or another of 


Fee " his 8pecially prepared foods: the dry herb Ramba; Fapaya 
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RS Tablets; Kelp-Carbon Tablets; Vegex; Alfalfa; Lemon Juice 
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"Powder; Kol-N-Zymes; Beet Root Powder; and, above all, raw 
| kelp, From various "lunations" which he has worked out 


Jullgren is convinced that Southern California awaits des- 


co be * 


_ truetion. "Low vibrations," he writes, Tattract trouble 


quakes and such,” Furthermore, areas of low vibrations - - 


e who "draw digaster after them.” Kullgrenites 
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o purchase trailers and stake out possible re- 


Should be located at elevations or not less 


2,000 nor more than 3,000 feet, "You may think I am. | | 
crazy,” warns the prophet of Atascadero, Tbut my responsi- 
I warn you of what I know will come, The 
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religion of the o1d Piscean Age is crumbling," The 
Noah's Ark trailer 8hould be loaded with plumbing | 
tools, scissors, clippers,-needle, and thread and should 7 LY 
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be stocked with quantities of kelp for the Taverage adult i 
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of the secrets of the guccess of California's raw Tood 
prophets, who invariably mix astrology, 8ex, kelp, and 
politics, is their emphasis on the awful things to come, 
In a land haunted by fear of earthquakes, these Jeremiahs 
* of the TE RN s8imply can't fail to attract a following. 
It is one of the paradoxes Of Los Angeles that. here, 
where it 1s almost as difficult to see the stars as it is 
to gee the gun through Pittsburgh's smoke, Should be 
located the international headquarters of astrology. To Ds | 
be gure, stars can occasionally be S600 In gouthern Callt- 
ornia; but, for most of the year, they are lost in the soft 
mist of the night -skles, Yet crystal ball gazers, horoscope 
readers, and other magicians specializing in predicting 
the future have long flourished in Southern California. 


Perhaps the fact that the future of Southern California : 


has seemed at times go uncertaln aid tEebixtaabte mas —con= 


OT es ee 


tributed to the prevalence of astrological cults of one *' 


kind or another, To be assured that Southern California 


di d- have a future - even by an astrologer - must have been 
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comforting and consoling, in any case, the practice of 


astrology reached s8uch peaks of extravagance that, some Wy 1 
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the City of Los Angeles adopted an ordinance 
edtetion of the future for a fee a mis- .. = | 
I Nth the adoption of this ordinance, astrology, 
” as of the oldest of the arts, ac complied to go under- 1 
_ ground, But the itch to know the mes8age of the stars did 
: + WOb abate; on the contrary, it became more prevalent, in 
"December, 1945, Mrs, Colby Griffin, formerly secretary of 
2; whe 23 Federation of Astrologers, was arrested in | 
Los Angeles for the practice of the black art, convicted, | 
BG and fined $100.00. At her trial, the courtroom was packed | 
in, DL tous astrologers, Hope ran high that Judge James —| 
Pope would hold the ordinance unconstitutional or, perhaps, A 
—  —exonerate Irs, Griffin, With 80 many people predicting - | 
the future in Los Angeles , With or without a fee, it did | 
ORR _ zeem rather HE Io eingle out the astrologers for special | 
2 treatment, These vague hopes were $o00on dashed asunder, 
Tn however, when word spread through the courtroom that Judge 
Pope was a Virgo. The three members of the appellate court "I 
= 10 heard the appea must also have boon born under the ZN | 
zined and the ordinance upheld, | | 
One of the rich, tempting fields for practicing | 
geles has always been the motion 


colony. Here, as one investigator has pointed 
' Wrieh r diggings than the Forty-Niners ever found 
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in the Mother Lode," A notoriously superstitious folk, - 


forever jittery about the future, - motion picture 8tars 


have long shom a high susceptibility to astrology. Such 


stars as Maria Montez and Alan Hale have no hesitancy in 3 
expressing their reliance upon astrology, - doubtless the 


attraction of star for star. Miss Montez refuses to-ap- 
| _ Pear at the studios on days when the signs are not propl- 


tious, while Mr, Hale is certain that the success of his 


marriage of thirty-three years is largely due to astro- 
logical forecasts., It is not at all uncommon Tor a motion 
picture actor to pay $500.00 for a single "delineation," 
Ri: | Dome of Hollywood's more famous Stars have contracts with 2 


astrologers for the preparation of regular monthly fore- 


casts which are followed to the letter. One such horoscope Ro 
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5 


| that I 8aw recently gave the following intimations for 
Thursday, May 23rd: "Good for publicity, advertising, | 
business matters, dealings with relatives, specially I 
brothers and sisters, and for all Arien types of interest, 

Make Hay while the Sun Shines these Beautiful May Days." 


Among the favorite teachers of astrology in Hollywood is Mrs, 
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: NT Blanca Gabriella Holmes, wife of "Stuart Holes; Star of the—— E 
silent films, who appeared in such favorites of yesteryear | 
as The Prisoner of Zenda, The Four Horsemen, and East Lynne. | 
The Holmes live in a house that once served as headquarters Z | 
for the Theosophy Society, indicating the curious overlapping | | 
of cultic influences in Southern California. Another wizard : 5 
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of the stars in Hollywood is Carroll R, M, Righter, who 
calls people by their birthday instead of their name, 
Thus, "Hello June 18", he will cheerily greet a friend. 
90 Por many years, Los Angeles has been the head- , | 
OE quarters of Dr, Llewellyn George, "the dean of American | | 
astrologers,” who heads the Llewellyn Publications, Ltd., | 
L and publishes the Astrological Bulletin, the oldest theo- 
3 We ty __ _retical journal of astrology in America, Published since | 
1908, it circulates about 50,000 copies. Dr. George, author 
of Health and Attainment Through Cosmic Vibrations, as well 
as gsome twenty other books, plants flowers and vegetables 
| in his garden in accordance with a horoscope schedule: 
Tvegetables bearing below the ground when the moon is tip- | 
FF _——————— ped downwards, those bearing above the ground when the | 
crescent of the moon is slanted upwards. 
Los Angeles i@ also the headquarters of the First 
Temple and College of Astrology, located at 736 8. Burlington 
; £ S Street, It will indicate the deep roots of astrology in Los 
Angeles merely to state that this institution was founded 
LES: TEE in September, 1907, by James Keifer, an osteopath. Classes 
2g Ip EE are held every Tuesday from 10 a.m, to 9 p.m. and about two 5 
; ET þ hundred 8tudents dram from every walk of life are enrolled. 
7 : F An institution of considerable pride to numerous residents | 
E * H0TIR of Los Angeles, where its alumni must now be numbered in 
T- the thousands, the First Temple is the only non-religious 


— "8 chool of astrology in America, Presided over by Mrs. Harriet 
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Ke. Banes and a faculty of eight ebullient ladies, the 
First Temple offers vournes tn Ancient and Modern Astrol- 
Shes 0 "Scientific imbryology Applied to Pre-Natal As- 
trology,” MTundane Astrology” and "Rorary Astrology.," 

Nor is theoretical interest in astrology confined to Los 


Angeles, On an orange grove near kedlands, Edward L, Blincoe, 


head of the Research Forum, is currently working out the 


correlation between astrology and personality formation as 
reflected in the horoscopes of 140, 000 California school 
children, 

Chronic 8un-worshippers, the Californians have long 
showmn an exceptional interest in cults based upon some phase 


of gun worship, The oldest of these cults is the Mazdaznan 


_cult, which has its international headquarters in the Mazdaz- 


nan Temple at 1159 S. Norton Street, Los Angeles, Based 
upon the "ancient Parsee Sun-Warship teachings of Nazda," 
this cult was first brought to Southern California gome 
thirty years ago by Dr. Otoman Bar-A\zhusht Ranish. 
Rosicrucianism has always been a fountainhead of i 


the esoteric in California, The Rosicrucian dispensation 
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when its prophet, Max Heindel, established the Rosicrucian 
colony of Oceanside, - between Los Angeles and San Diego. 


Located on a beautiful fifty-acre tract, the colony boasts 


A vegetarian cafeteria, a Temple of Healing adorned with 
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s of the Zodiac, a Chapel, and a dozen or 80 cottages 
' for the residents, This branch of the Order of the Rose 
= == Cross is devoutly vegetarian, astrological, and egoteric. el 
> It believes with Goethe's Mephisto that "blood is a juice 
of a very 8pecial kind.” Its magazine, Rays from the Rose os 
| Cross, is full of horoscopes, articles on diet, and learned 

3 Err on | treatises on the curative power of precious gems, Thus the 
7 She emerald is an effective laxative; amber, being highly mag- 

"0 netic, is good for asthma; and red coral, if worn about the 
body, will eliminate stomach disorders, Numbering such oc- 
5 hs CD cultists as Marie Corelli and Bulwer Lytton among its turo- 
pean gponsors, it claims to have anticipated the atomic bomb 
; *: in its teachings. When the Sun, by om of the procession 
of the equinoxes, Shall have entered the Sign of Aquarius, 
DE the Slavic race will become dominant; but the seventh and 
; | | final race of the Aryan Epoch will arise in the United 
2 | States, pregumably in Southern California, Many of the newer 
a 8 | cults in California have borrowed heavily from the Rosicrucians, 
- —_ The Rosicrucians, like most cults and fraternal orders, 


thern branches. Ns 


. . 


The Heindelian sect is highly concentrated in Southern Cali- 


© ry * 


2 "Fornia; while the Amorc sect has its headquarters in San Jose, - 
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Tt AMORC being Ancient and Mystical Order Rosae Crucis. The Amorcs 

LS oy are strictly Egyptian, in ritual and 8ymbolism; while the Hein-_ | 

EE delians tend more to the Anglo-American pattern, Those visitors 
ING S | have traveled California's famous El Camino Real (Highway 
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No. 101), have doubtless been inspired with a sense of awe 
and wonder at the sight of the AMORC headquarters near Jan 
Jose, - an impressive upsurge of pure Egyptian architecture 
in the bright mocking sunlight of California, Here one can 
8ee Egyptian obelisks. in the Rosicrucian Park; the Francis 


Bacon Auditorium (Sir Francis having been an early Rosicru- 


cian Imperator); the shrine of Amenhotep IV, Pharaoh of Egypt; 


the Rosicrucian Oriental Museum; the Supreme Temple of AMORC; 
the Rosicrucian Planetarium and Research Library, and other 
remarkable edifices, San Jose is the headquarters for AMORC 
in North and South America and all the territories and pos- 
Sessions of the United States, From the headquarters of the 
ordgSr occult vibrations extend throughtout California from 
ktureka to Chula Vista. 

A11 manner of esoteric outcroppings may be found in 


the great white g8and dunes of Pismo Beach and Oceano, - 


long a favorite hideaway for mystics, occultists, new religion- 


ists, poets, and vegetarians, Fismo Beach is, in fact, the 
\ 
neadquarters of the vetetarian movement in the United States. 


Here is published The American Vegetarian, which contains 


the highly diverting advertisements of the Carey-Perry School 
of the Chemistry of Life,” (Hollywood) ; the itssene School of 
Life, which sponsors an annual Biochemical Grape-Cure at 


Tecate, California; and the Lemurian Ambassador, official 


publication of the Lemurians. Never be surprised at what you 
find in the dunes of Oceano, for the entire region .is highly 


impregnated with occultism, 


F City of Heretics DET Ore: ION 
_ © Migration is the basic explanation for the growth ou 
- of cults in Southern California, "History is replete," | 
writes Dr, William W., Sweet, "with instances of corruption 
_ of religion among migrating people.” In the process of 
| moving westward, the customs, practices, and religious 
| abits of the people have undergone important changes. 6 
1d ties have been loosened; old allegiances weakened, The 
eaders of the orthodox faith have repeatedly complained, | 
with the exception of those of the Catholic Church, tha Ef] 
established church practices and procedures have under- 
_ gone varigus mutations in Southern California, For ex- 
I — ample, entombment, 1n mausoleums and the practice of crema- 
: EE tion are much more common nere than elsewhere in the nation, 


Kapp 8. 4 - . 
» ” * - 


On. ____ Bishop Stevens of the Episcopal Church has said "that people 


LE: EOS in Southern"California jJumpifrom*one ism to another, It 


- 


doesn't make much difference if one changes the labels on ” | 
__ __these enpty bottles, and Southern California is full of 


empty bottles.” A church survey made in Los Angeles points 


up the real problem. "For the most part; Ee ep pr—_R Cs 


. newly developing religious teachers are Sincerely trying 
to s8erve their followers, and prove to be strong influences 
| because traditional habits do not reach the people in this 
Ns | Even the older-type churches have been adopting 

_unganctioned in other parts of the country for a 
ective hol: heir people,” © | 
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Tn a lesser meagure, the cultic aberrations of. 
Southern 06114 ela are an accidental by= product of its 
Feographical Location, Dr, Lee Rs Steiner, in her ICY 
of quacks and fakirs, nas pointed out that, when diffi- 
culty besets the quack, "he usually flees to Los Angeles," 
not 80 much because it is a haven, as because it is the 
first metropolitan center west of Chicago, Cult movements 


have moved westward in America and Los Angeles is the last 


S5top. The cultism of Los Angeles appeared hignly exceptional, 


when it first became pronounced in the early 'twenties, 
because most other American cities had forgotten that they, 
too, had passed through a similar phase years ago, tor 


example, San Francisco was the home and center of west- 
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coast cults and fakery from 1860 to 1890, The geography 

of Los Angeles is important in another respect; it faces 

the Yast, Vivery migrant,” writes Dr, Horace Kallen, "is 

a cultural carrier,” That Los angeles taces the Last ac- 

counts for the fact, pointed out gome years ago by Dr, 

Herbert W, Schneider, that every existing religion in the | 
world _1s pepregented. by branches in -L00- ANESENE. Some idea | 
of the heterogeneous relicious Scene may be illustrated by | 
the fact that, of 1,833 houses of worship in Los angeles, 147 | 
are toman Catholic and. 836 are. orthodox Frotestant ; but what | 


are the remaining 850 churches? 
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pn on Po ile the folk-belief that new religious movements 7 
ne Ns Tok. T7 EM SPE MRS a, YE A fy - WY Fe | Me ab "A | 
always arise in desert areas is certainly naive, neverthe- | 
—  less there is 8omethine about Los Angeles-its proximity to | | 
NS ag | | 


the desert, its geographical position (facing the east and 


As BS. west), its history of rapid social change through migration- 


i Bu DR that leads me to believe that some new relizious movement 1s 
E | brewing here. Admittedly the evidence is circumstantial, 
ES 2 v0 1 would point, to some curiously interesting details 
recently unearthed by Dr, William York Tindall (ge The Asian 
Legacy and American Life, 1945, pp. 175-193. 
CIR When William Butler Yeats and his wife visited : 
th California, Mrs, Yeats, a medium, had a -series of occult ind 
experiences in Los Angeles, For several successive nights, | 
I — her husband-took-notes onthe daemonic or occult communt=- - | 
| cations which he received. These notes constitute the 
strange sStuff from which his extraordinary volume, A 
3 Vision (1925), was woven, While visiting in Los Angeles, D, 
"20 Ws Lawrence frequently consulted Lewis Spence, a Rosicrucian, 
YT and an authority on the Atlantis legend, Wuch of the mysti- 
z ED cism of his novel, The Plumed Serpent, is based on materials | 
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— acquired from Spence, According to Dr. Tindall, the account 


SY of the chakras, which appeared in Lawrence's FPsychoanalysis 
A IRR. e Unconscious, is based upon a book entitled The 


ypse Unsealed (1910), written by James M, Pryse of Los 


KA NE Rees ops In 1937, Aldous Huxley accompanied his friend 
Oe OY OS RR It he. | 
0 RE Heard to America, After "investigating telepathy in 
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| Carolina and Quakerism in Fennsylvania," in 8earch of col- 
laboration for their burgeoning metaphysical beliefs, they 


Settled in Los Angeles, In After Many a Summer Dies the 


Swan (1939), Huxley gives an account of Heard's (the AY I 
Propter of the novel) attempt to found a new cult in Southern 
California, At first a skeptic, Huxley has, within the last 

two years, become a convert to indian mysticism, Nowadays 

ne regularly attends the meetings of the Vedanta Society in 


Hollywood and frequently consults Swami Frabhavananda of 


the Ramakrishna Mission, editor of Vedanta and the Wes _ 1 


till another migrant to be converted in Los Anzeles 1s the 


brilliant young iknglish writer, Christopher Isherwood, 


"oon after his arrival in Los angeles," writes Dr. Tindall, 


T1Isnerwood fell under the power of Heard!s Swami, renounced ———— 


— —  w— — x 


literature, the movies, and the world, and proceeded to 


meditate in the convenient desert wnence he emerges 0c- 
casionally to assist the Swami in public devotions.,” 
A main item of gossip in Hollywood at the monent 


is wether Isherwood really is the original ror the central 


| character in Somerset Maugham's novel The Razor's idge, 
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Fegemblance In the 


portrait, Isherwood suggests that Heard may possibly have 


been the original, or perhaps John van Druten, In any case, 


Maugham came to Hollywood to consult Swami Frabhavananda 5 | 


— 


before writing the novel,  _ => TI EL EP. 
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While the folk-belief that new religious movements 


always arise in desert areas is certainly naive, neverthe- 


less there is something about Los Angeles-its proximity to | | 
> Es the desert, its geographical position (facing the east and 
6 - west), its history of rapid S0cial change through migration- 
that leads me to believe that some new relizious movement is 
| brewing here, Admittedly the evidence is cireumstantial, . 
7 but I would point, to gs ome curiously interesting details 
| recently unearthed by Dr, William York Tindall (see The Asian” 
Legacy and American Life, 1945, pp. 175-193. } 
When William Butler Yeats and his wife visited 
California, Mrs, Yeats, a medium, had a series of occult | 
experiences in Los Anreles, For Several SuccessiiÞp nights, 
ns 7 LAT SROIIE _ her husband took notes on the-daemonic-or occult commni---- - —þ 
IX ORE cations which she received,  These notes constitute the 
' | strange sStuff from which bis extraordinary volume, A 
Vision (1925), was woven, While visiting in Los Angeles, D, 
T1 H, Lawrence frequently consulted Lewis Spence, a watioeton. 
Ei | and an authority, on the Atlantis legend, Much of the mysti- 
"mm cism of his novel, The Plumed Serpent, is based on materials 
b- TY "acquired from Spence. Lccording to Dr. Tindall, the accomt © | 
ts | of the chakras, which appeared in Lawrence's LSychoanalysis 
oo and the Unconscious, is based. upon a book entitled The 
___  Apocalypse Unsealed (1910), written by James M. Pryse of Los 
yt is Angeles, In 1937, Aldous Huxley accompanied his friend 
__ Gerald Heard to America. After gn ne fries in 
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Carolina and Quakerism in Fennsylvania,”" in Search of col- . 
. a \\ 
laboration for their burgeoning Ray fy beliefs, they '£ 
Settled in Los Angeles, In After Many a Summer Dies the | 
| Swan (1939), Huxley glves an account of Heard!'s (the WY : 
Propter of the novel) attempt to found a new cult in Zouthern | 
California. at first a skeptic, Huxley has, within the last 
two years, become a convert to Indian mysticism., Nowadays 
he regularly attends the meetings of the Vedanta Society In 
Hollywood and frequently consults Swami Frabhavananda © 
the Ramakrishna Mission, editor of Vedanta and the West 
| till another migrant to be converted in Los Angeles 1s the . 
| brilliant young tnglish writer, Christopher Isherwood, 6 


"300n after his arrival in Los Angeles,” writes Dr, Tindall, 
11Isherwood fell under the power of Heard's Swami, renounced ET 


literature, the movies, and the world, and proceeded to 


meditate in the convenient desert whence he emerges 0c- 
caslonally to assist the Swami in public devotions, " 
A main item of £gossip in Hollywood at the monent 


18 whether Isherwood really is the original for the central I 


character in Somerset Maugham's novel The Razor!s Hdge. | 


TP __—_— Wil Frorkcin nott0 See any regemblance = hh 
portraits, Isherwood suggests that Heard may possibly have 


been the original, or perhaps John van Druten, In any case, 


Maugham came to Hollywood to consult Swami Prabhavananda 


before writing the novel, 
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ere is, about all this, as Dr. Tindall notes 
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"the 8trange recurrence of Los Angeles, To that city DR re 


| | Heard, Huxley, and James M, Fryse, contriving to go iast 
and West at once, retired to meditate, and it was there 
8 _ that Irs, Yeats received the daemons, The attraction of 
: En. this place for spiritual men and even for s8pirits is 
| - plain, But I am not. sure that I know what it means" (italics 


The Mystery 


EE mine), Nor do I know what it means, (See also: 


of the Buried Crosses, by Hamlin Gamland, (1937); and The 


NS _ Doomsday Men (1938) by. J. B., Priestley.) Emma Harding, in | 


RP _ her history of s8spiritualism, said that cults thrived on the 


4 « | 


Ls : 


; Pacific coast because of the wonderful transparency of the 


e atmosphere, the heavy charges of mineral magnetism from the 


4 —  — ———— 
bs. 5.0 - ro wi _ 


"gold mines which set up favorable vibrations, and the nota- 


5 MILE bly strong pass tons of the forty-niners which had created 


by | Tunusual magnetic emanations"! - 


RESBEEG T, For interesting accounts of the Vedanta Society of 
PE Southern California, gee: "Swami vs, the Hollywood Ego," 
5 by Ezra Goodman in PM; TVedanta Society Opens Monastery ," 
3 £2 RT Los Angeles Times, September 25, 1949; "Girls Form Hindu 
AR RNS Nonastic Order," 'The Denver Post, November 6, 1949, stor 


nn. by Jack Quigg; "and Ve AT LOT For the Heotorn Wor , edited 
- —— | : J \ 1.7 I-1-1-6 34 © _ _ ———IETT” Me 
jp Fl ___ On California cults generally see my article "Mecca of the 
— ©. Miraculous" which appeared in Holiday, January, 1947. Also 
Ton see Luther Whiteman's novel: e Face of the Clam, ſkandom 
2, Rouge, New Tork, 1947 
IS: ” an intensely interesting account of the fervid reception 
given Avak Hagopian, the Armenian mystic, in Southern Cali- 
PE a gee: Los Angeles Times, Vay 8, 1947, June 2, 1947, 
, also, the stories of the fabulous "numerology cult. 
ch” at Whittier, California: Los Angeles Times, June 
gs; and Los Angeles Daily News, une 11, 1948, 
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For stories of othermystics. see the Krishna ; = 
Venta, the Los Angeles "mystif" who created a Sensation _ -— 4 
in London: Los Angeles Mirrdf, March 14, 1949; Los Angeles 4 
Times, March 15, 1949; and, also, the story of John Love E EGF 
TNisdom, the bearded hermit from Equador, as reported in "9. A 
the Fresno Bee, May 26, 1949. + = 
The social and cultural background of cultism ops $25 lang 
is analyzed in my book: California: The Great wxcepuion, 


1949, OY 
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THE GROWTH OF CHURCH COOPERATION Biz@atTEDNNTL.. 


EF .C.. Farnham 


Any 8tory of Protestantiem in California is incomplete with- 
out the story of Protestant cooperation, This is important as a matter 


of history, It is also important because of the modern emphasis being 


pg #4 F 4 
IS A-4444 


: AQA 
given to church unity, under the betdddeving title of Tecumenicity", 


an emphasis that is growing throughout all Protestantism in behalf of 


the !tuniversal church,” 


x 


The Tecords of church cooperatioh, at least for the earlier 


—  —— — — 


periods of California history, are Scenty and for the most rag quite 
incidental to other interests, In some instances, the place which co- 
operation played in religious life must be inferred since cooperation 
was not the primary concern A is not 8specifically defined, Unfor- 
tunately, records of activities after eeratics became more of an 
objective in itself ED incomplete, with frequent gaps and omissions, 


AS a general observation, the history of church cooperation 


in california may be broken into three phases which, for lack of better 


terms, may be designated as the earlier or Cireumstantial Period, the | 
Se | n 
middle or Unofficial Period, and the contemporary or Ecumenical Period. 
As might bs expected, the echaractertstics of these phases overlap one 
another and yet in retrospect they are fairly distinet, It is to be 
hoped that some historian of the future, with the time and the ability, 
will undertake the careful reg8emrch and recording of details of thess 
periods, WR 50 impossible in "eters of this brief s8keteh, 
; | 
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be "a 
CTRCUMSTANTIAL COOPERATION 


Church cooperation of the circumstantial type was the product 
of the tbeginninget of american life in ddtitorata. It does not appear 
that cooperation was exercised because it was a commanding ideal in it- 
8elf, but because conditions $0 particular Sirouataniops made it desira- 
ble or inescapable, ryarticular cooperative ventures disappeared as the 
eircumstances changed. 

For the data of the very beginnings, we are debtors, interect- 
ing enough, to a cooperative undertaking, TIt Tas In 1946 that the ncen- 
tennial celebrations committee of the California State Chamber of Com- 
merce requested the Northern California-Western Nevada Council of 
Churches, with headquarters in San Frencisco, to Serve as a coordinating 
agency for the Protestant denominations in evolving theis rYeSpective 
plans" for the centennial celebration. TmTacting upon this request;; the 
administrative board of the couneiln (of churches) Tappointed a regearch 
committee consisting of Howard W. Derby (Methodist) , Dr, Sandford 
Fleming (Baptist), Rev. E. W. Houlding (Congregational), the Right Rev- 


erend Edward L., Pars8ons (Protestant Episcopal), Rev. John W. Winkley 


Chureh History at San Francisco Theological Seminary) , TheRevereond 
Abbott Book was the executive 8ecretary of the Council. With underp- 
s8tandable caution, the committee aisclaimed ability to decide between 


the nconflicting claims of some of the denominations to the distine- 


tion of being "wfirst" in a particular field..." but "to accept for 


ya | mans ace ———c_—ge——_——_——_— 
. < - 
i 
each denomination its own definition of a church and the correspond- 
ing dates of origin," With these decislons, the committee produced a & 
 pub1ished lecuncat entitled * ercaviowy of Protestant Beginnings in | 
daliforndan with Dr, Drury as the writer, A few incidents are taken 
from this document because they seem to involve s8omething of the neo- | 
: 

operative* quality, whether or not they involved an "ecumenical" pur- | 
pO8es | 

In 1579, between Tune 17 and July 23 (old calendar) Or | 
Tune 27-August 2 (new 8tyle calendar), Sir Francis Drake's ship, | 
GOLDEN HINDE , anchored in what is now knows as Drake's Bay, Marin | | 
County, California, mSoon after arriving, the Reverend Francis Flet- | 
cher, chaplain of the expedition, conducted the first Protestant Ser - 9- | 
vice in the English tongue in what is now continental United States, 
Since Fletcher was a clergyman of the Church of England, it is aS8umed | 
that the Anglican Prayer Book was uged,” It is quite possible that the | 


worshipers included some who were not Anglicans, 
"On November 27, 1826, Jebediah VBible Toters Smith with a 


few companions arrived at San Gabriel Mission, the first white men to 
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Methodist, is reported to have carried his Bible with his gun, He and 
the Ss of his party were the first known to have observed Protest- 
ant forms of worship, following those conducted by members of the Drake 
| Expedition, in what is now the State of California,” The record does 


not sbow that these Tworshipers" were exclusively Methodist, as was ' - | 


Smith, 


EC eee es « 


"On June 7, 1846, Captain John B, Montgomery, a ruling 
elder of the Presbyterian ain; conducted Protestant aivine 8erp- 
vices aboard his 8hip, the U.S.S, PORTSMOUTH, in San Franci8CO Bay. ..o 
. Aceording to reports, Captain Montgomery conducted divine 8erviee 
asShore on Sunday, July 12, This was 'the first public Protestant 
worabip held in the town! of Yerba Buena (San Francise0) ," 

"In the latter part of November, 1846, Protestants at Santa 
Clara began regular Sunday 8ervices, largely under Methodist Super- 
vVision," 

By 1847, the record reveals that denominational ehurcehes 
Wi to be organized, the first being, apparently, the Mormons, then 
Methodists, followed by the Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Congregational.. 

In the Sunmer of 1848, the Reverend Timothy Dwight Hunt, a 
Pres8byterian (New School) and Wthe first Protestant clergyman to engage 
in full time religious work in Californian , was made city chaplain of 
San Francisco on an undenominational basis and under his direction regu- 
bs worship 8ervieces were held during the last two months of the year in 


the s8choolhouse," Very evidently, there was no doctrine of "8eparation 
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publie 8echool buildings for religious purposes, It may not be techni- 
cally correct to ay that this arrangement was "cooperative", but cer- 


tainly it reached across denominational lines, 


So we come to the history making year of 1849 and the 


"Chron0logy®" reveals that the several denominations were zealously at 
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work GELETLTOVART churches of their persuasion in the new communities 

_ and towns of the new State; and "eooperation" tends to Pp ooo practice 
of Joint or wun-denominational" worship, due to the demends of the 
8ituation, to asSumes a more " character, Two incidents 
demonstrate this trans3tion. On July 29, min First Congregational 
Church of San Franciseo was organized by the Reverend T., Dwight Hunt," 
The Reverend Mr. Hunt has been mentioned previously as being a Mew 
School Presbyterian. Whether his action in forming a Congregational 

_ Church represents a ncooperative? understanding, or whether he had 


£5 |  gucocumbed to that later form of interdenominationalism by which mem- 


FRE: bers of one denomination transfer at will to another denomination, the 


_ record does not reveal, The 8econd incident occurred on October 30, 


1849, with the formation of the San Francisco Bible Society, pregumably 


an interdenominational organization (though perhaps not officially 
eonstituted by the FOO denominations) for the promotion of a func- 
tionthe mutual concern, the adistribution of Bibles, This organization 
ushers in a distinetly new aspect of cooperation", one in which 


enters the element of choice as to whether to funite! with Protestants 


of other denominations in an enterprise which may be done better by 
eliminat 


EZ EE IIEGI ST TIVLELG "TELE CVEHt HAY BC EET TR Bm. 
beginning in California of at least one aspect of modern Yecumenicaln 


eooperation, 


At this point, the *Chronology*" concludes, and we are left 


with only fragmentary records or 8urmises, Life in the "gold rught 


days mast have been intensely individualistic, Boom conditions pre- 


- 


4 


vailed, Population {nereased at a rapid rate, New towns sprang ups 
Mushroom enterprises mie; Competition was keen, Morals were 
of the wild westn 80r%; and the conduct of religious enterprises 
called for a hardy, pioneering spirit and temper, The race to estab- 
1ish new churches in keeping with the increase of. population intensi- 
fied denominational endeavor--a situation which is 8till pregent--,. 
and left little opportunity, if inclination jbo take the time for co- 
operative deliberation and decision, and much the less resource by 
which to maintain joint undertakings. It is easy to imagine that eir- 
cumstances dlctatedgnevery man for himself, and heaven help the hind - 
most,”" and yet circumstances intervened occas8ionally to produce CO- 
operative relatlonships which were, at least, of the expedient sort, 


Thus it is related to the writer by Mr. Colin Gair, a prominent member 


of St, Paul's Cathedral in Los Angeles, that the Presbyterians and 


Episcopalians joined in 1865 in erecting a church building at Temple 


and Newhigh Streets, near the present City Hall, in Los Angeles, The 
Presbyterians wor8hiped with the Episcopalians, not heving a chureh 
organization of their own, Later, the Presbyterians decided to worship 


alone and demanded return of the money which they had invested in the 
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filing 8uit to effect recovery, Be 1t said that the Episcopalians, in 


true 8pirit of cooperation, repaid the money, 


Perhaps more typical of interchurch relations, if not of co- 


: whom 
operation, is found in the instance of the Slaussn family, after/pre- 


Sumably a 8treet in Los Angeles is named, - The Slaussons transferred 
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from the Presbyterian fold to become members of the Episcopal Church, 


_— n pe = 5 


- and later contributed the funds to provide the Bishop's Throne in the 


'z$ - 


present St. Paul's Cathedral. If the Pres8byterians 8eem to be. the loser 


- 


| in this exchange, it may be remembered that many years later the Episco- 
palians raised no is8ve over participation by their beloved bishop, the 


Right Reverend W. Bertrand Stevens, and his 8uccess0or, Bishop F. Eric 


Bloy, as members of the Board of Trustees of Occidental Collegs, a 


Presbyteriean institution, | 


It would appear that church influence mounted repidly in the 


new community for the State librarian, Mabel R. Gillis, reports a 8uc- 


cessful effort in 1850 to 8ecure a Sunday observance law and comments 


» " ” = - - . , 6 # 
. 


that "there may have been 8o0me cooperation among the- churches! in this 


- - < —_ __ —— - . ” _ . - . = —_— WT 


undertaking, The law was later declared unconstitutional, but "a later 
£ | campaien resulted Successfully in another Sunday observance law, and 
this one was upheld in 1882 by the State Supreme Court ," 
When the first ministerial as880ciation made its appearance, 


there g8eems to be no record to indicate, Tt would be strange, however, 


| if earnest pastors , yearning over the waywardness of a pioneer people, 


- 
= ” 
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- TOSS tional differences to find comradeship and comfort from a minister of 


- 


2 . w 


el. "the competing church." Thus has the essential unity of the Wbody of 


= 
. 


. 


_ Christ" manifested itself from time to time, whether by force of cir- 


—Y 


eumstances or by purposeful choice. 
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UNOFFICIAL COOPERATION 


Of the period -1850 to early 1900, there is little accumulated. 
"_ >. 


record; but we may be 8ure that a certain amount of cooperative action 
was not lacking, By the end of 1849, San Francisco boasted of 8ix 
Protestant churches, and Sacramento three, Most certainly, the pasStors 
of these oburches met on occasion to consider mutual interests and 
problems; and these meetings flowered into the ministerial ass0ciations 
which have developed in nearly every town and continue down to the pres- 
ent day, These were distinetly as80ciations of individuals, and in very 
few if any instances did they have the official recognition or 8upport 
of the denominations, They were chiefly for fellowship and profess1lional 
enrichment, though in some instances, as is. the case today, they reached - 
into the field of action resulting in FOVIVEL or evangelistic campaigns, 
in orgenized attacks upon vice and crime or g8ome unsavory eondition 
within the community, Rarely did they make 8s8killfully planned approach 


> 
to the community from the s8tandpoint of its over-all character and on- 


going need, This was to come later, 


It was during this period that numerous other movements of a 
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Az80ciation, temperance and prohibition groups, Bible Societies, and 


temporary as80ciations for special evangelistic campaigns or moral 


wy 


erusades, In few, if any, of these movements was ecclesiastical. 


action or authority involved, They did not g8avour of federation of 
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_ ehurehes, though they certainly were the forerunner of the federation 


movement which was to develop later, - » Yn hes 


This period, if it may be 80 designated, is most important to 


the religious enterprise in California 8ince it was the period of 


"digging in" auring which churches were established and the foundation 


was laid for the more mature church program which came with the turn of 


the century. 


: ECUVENICAL PERIOD 


Eo The word "ecumenical" wes not current with the opening of the | 


eentury; in fact, it was to be a quarter of a century or more before 


-_ ». the term was adopted, and then by virtue of events which occurred in 


Europe and not in California. However, it was not long after the open- 
4 ing of the century that the first event took place in which churches 


BS ; undertook to federate , involving more or less official action and the 


designation of delegates to a repres8entative plenary body, The earliest 


| | account of anything of this sort appears in the San Francisco Chronicle 


% 
u* - 


= | and the San Trancisco Call under date of November 18, 1902, with the ean- 


a oy nounecement that na California Federation of Churches has been formed." 


—— Fyoer--later,- another-announcement—appears tn the-samg————————mmmmmm nn 
newspapers to the effect that nofficers of the California Federation of 
. Churches have been elected.” The records of these events have not been 


' located, and it is within 8urmise that the organization did not survive. 
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But the 8064 had been planted from which was to come the blade and then 
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the ear, for the San Franciseo Chronicle of September 11, 1904, records 


the fact that "the Berksley Federation of Churches and Christian Work- 
ers had elected officers," Lacking records to the contrary, it 1s 
probable that the Berks ley Federation of Churches was the first of the | x 
eity federations of churches to be formed within the State, Today, 

forty-five years later, there are at least twenty-five city councils of 


churches within the State, twelve of them in Southern California, with 


a State Council of Churches functioning vigorously through + wo divisions, 
the Northern California Council of Churches and the Southern California 
Couneil of Churches, 

For a decade or more following announcement of the Berkeley 
Federation, there is little available record, but there was an event on 
the national level which was to be of determining Fe pe This eamrt 
was the formation of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America in the year 1908, Many years of endeavor in behalf of ehureh * 
unity on the part of national and world churchmen led to the formation 
of the Federal Council, Its beginnings were not unlike those of a child 
undertaking its first 8teps, To sy the least, it was an experiment 


"PURA het Croat Uncertainty, an uncertainty which is not overcome 
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ae to this day, However, the formation of the Federal Council 
had prompt ate. It certified the concept of federation as the true 
expression of church unity, It pointed the way in thinking and action 


for churches throughout the nation, Tt stimulated groups of churches at 
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local levels, cities and states, to similar organization, It provided 


, = 


| chorags, counsel and aid to local organizations and 80 produced a 
national movement that was destined to grow, Today there are more 2 
than 8even hundred local town and city councils of churches in the 
United States and thirty-eight stets organizations, Paralleling 
_ this development has been the growth of national councils of churches, 


eulminating in the formation of the World Council of Churches in | 


August, 1948, $0, the ecumenical movement has progressed on the wider 


levels, | 


We can now go back to the California s8tory, The year 1913 


is highly important because of a number of neer-8imultaneous develop- 


ments, It is probably dangerous to undertake to say just which was 


- 


truly "first"; but Mr. M. C. Goethe, prominent layman of Sacramento, 


_ 


declares that "in the week after Christmas, 1913, the first emall _— 


up met at the Hotel Sacramento and decided that we would proceed 


: with the formation of a Council of Churches with only a few churches 


7 


and in 8ome of these only a few members heving the vision," In fact, | 


- 


"Mr. Goethe dates the beginning in 1911, and in Korea, since it was in 
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decision to do something about church cooperation when they returned 


— 
SS ! Sag 


Eo eo home, The decision was reached, writes Mr. Goethe, by what they ob- E-5 


w RE 8erv of ehurch cooperation in Korea and by the admonition of the = 
+ Harris, of the Methodist Church of Korea, The particular 
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incident 1s worth recording. The Christians of Korea were faced with 


wn... 


overwhelming odds, TThe missionaries convened in Seoul to diseuss the 


— 


»— 


problem of Lagk of both money power and man Power. They decided they 
| 

needed what has. since become the Comity Movement in the United States 

councils, They drew a cross over the map of Korea, The ecrossing was. 

at Seoul, the capital. The four quarters thus created were to be oc- 


cupied exclusively by each of four denominations, There were North 


Methodist, South Methodist, Presbyterian, and, IT think, Congregational- 


ist, Everything in an area belonging to the other denomination was 


deeded over. This included even memorial churches. ..46: 1 After the 


veoul meeting, aged BiShop Harris of our church said to Mrs, Goethe and 


me; You young folks go back to America and never cease until you have 
convinced the people of the United States that we off Korea have been 
making American church history, There is no way you can invest your 


lives for the greater glory of God than to do this work,! * Tt should 


be. recorded that Mr, and Mrs, Goethe have carried out that instruction, 


faithfully and generously, to this days 


But, accepting "the week after Christmas, 1913" as the starting 


to the fact that most of the problems we had mentioned were really 


8tate-wide--also that Sacramento was the capital of the State, We could, 


therefore, expect to be of considerable aid in securing desired legis- - 


lation because our members could attend night committee meetings (of 
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_ The Legislature) without the expense of hotel bills, It was then de- 


eided that we would simultaneously organize a akeleton State Council 
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of Churches, and that we would go into the Legislature speaking in the 


nams of 8everal denominations instead of being representatives of celty 
one aenonination, To this, we were granted amazing Success," | 
The other loveleyriurt in the year 1915 was the formation of : 
the California State ek Federation on January 28. The minutes of 
the meetings of this organization are intact and how g&videncge of very 
careful preparation, for which we are indebted to the Reverend E., Guy 
Talbot',. Gs Secretary, a Methodist minister and later to become 
the executive Secretary of the Federation, The fact that the State 
Federation organized on January 28 of 1915 8uggests thet it occurred 
prior to the meeting and action as reported by Mr. Goethe, It i8 
quite possible that the Sacramento meeting occurred in 1912 rather than 


a 


in 1913, thus preceding the State meeting. 


mm 
— 


” _ The launching of the California State Federation of Churches 
SO 


took place in the Central Methodist Church of San FTrancisco, The 


minutes 8tate that "There were  present delegates From the Church Federa- 
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San Franciss0, Los Angeles, Oakland, and Ventura County, The names of | 
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tions ar SLORY Los Angeles, Sacramento, Oakland, Berkeley, and 
Ventura County." Records were not obtainable from these councils, 


hence this minute is the first evidence of the existence of councils 


many prominent church leaders and officials are 1isted among those par- 
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ticipating in the first meeting, but. the record does not demonstrate 


that their presence connoted action by their ecclesiastical bodies, 
As a matter of fact, one of the earliest actions of the State Federa- 
tion was to invite the denominations So ass8umse official membership. 
Thus, the first meeting was composed of delegates from local coun- 


a” 


eils, the persons involved being prominent in their respective churches 


- 


or denominations, 


It is in order that the names of these pioneering persons be 
recorded, They were, rom farndLace, os H. He Bell, Rev. W. Neo 
Friend, Rev, Sidney W.\iilcox, Rev. John Stephens, Rev. E. R. Dille, 
ReV. Le J., Sawyer, Hon, J. EB. White, and J., F, Heacock; from Oakland, 3 
ReV., George !/. White; from Berkeley, Rev. We. E. Coffman, H. 7. Lokin, 
and He Re. Miles; from LoS Angeles, Bi8hop William M. Bell, ReV. JI. GC. 
Pinkerton, Rev. E. FP. Ryland, Rev. E., Guy Talbot J Rev. William B., 

Gantz, Prof, Robert C. Root, and Hon, Thomas L., Ambrose; from Ventura 
County, Rev. George B., Cliff; from Sacramento, Rev. George H. Smith, 


Dr. Stephens was elected temporary chairman and ReV. E., Guy 


Talbot, temporary 8eeretary, A constituting resolution, introduced 
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by Dr. Ryland, was adopted, A provisional constitution was adopted, 
Temporary officers were elected, including: President, Rev. E. Pe. 
Rylend; Pirst Vice President, Rev. H. He Bell; Second Vice Fresident, 
HON, A. J. Wallace, Third Vice President, Dr. T. B., m—— 


Secretary, Hon, TJ. E. White; Recording Secretary, Rev. William B, Gantz; 


* 
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; | 
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oY | Trea8urer, A. W. Naylor, To the Executive Committee were named; Revs 


Edward L. ParS0ns , Bishop William M. Bell, Rev. William Horace Day, 


©. 


Mr. I. He. Moree, Action was taken on a number of matters including 


— 


Teports on the recent meeting of the Federal Council of Churches, a 


Ns proposed State Red Light abatement Aact., evangelistic gervices at the 
| : / 
San Franeisco Exposition, the Kenyon BIll prohibiting interstate ship- 


ment of liquor. 


The meeting for permanent organization occurred on Tue8day, | 


April 14, 1914, at the Young Men's Christian As8ciation in San Fran- 


eisco, It is important to note that official delegates from the de- 


nominations were enrolled as the voting body, and the steps of per- 


.* - 


manent organization were enacted, 


Y 


The 8story of eooperation runs into much detail. from this 


» . 


point, Beginning June, 1915, the Reverend E. Guy Talbot served as 
executive secretary, on half time, and with an operating budget of 
$871.25, In 1917, his 8ervices wers increased to full time, with an Et 


| operating budget of $5667.00, Mr. Talbot was a man of passionate devo- 


tion to his task and of great energy. His report to the annual meeting 
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| . in 1917 8tates that he had treveled 43,000 miles, visited 75 cities and 


_ 


- 


towns, made 300 addresses, attended 250 committees meetings, attended 3 


> national conferences, mailed 40,000 first-class letters and 300,000 


Ls ” 
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rob pieces of literature, 'The record abounds with references to endeavors 


ate and National legislation, campaigns for peace, work with 
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the State Legisleture, anti-gamblingy and prize fight measures, tax 


| 4 
exemption measures, war time gervices, war relief activities, social 


welfare work, evangelism, -missions, race relations, A 8tupendous Sta- 


tistical tabulation of church membership coverifig the entire State was 


completed and printed, If the efforts of one man, or at most a few, 
-w-4 , 


proves the cage, then church cooperation might be judged a brilliant 
guccess, But, throughout the story of these prodigious labors runs 

the parallel story of inadequate interest and s8upport by the churches, 
Finances were cadets þ a desperate 8trait, and sslaries and ac- 
counts were frequently if not conatently 1n arrears. Commitment to the 


— 


practice of cooperation had not penetrated beneath the eurface of 8en- 


timental approvals, 


* 


DT, Talbot terminated his employed relation in 1924. During | : 
a brief abs8ence, the work had been conducted by the Reverend J. CG. 
pintiorion. Following Talbot's resignation, whe Reverend Kenneth Ss 
Beam, executive 8ecretary of” the Department of International Tustice 
and Goodwill, 8erved as acting executive 8ecretary of the Federation, 


In October of 1924, the Reverend F. N., Larkin, Methodist minister, and 


con8picuous term as executive secretary, continuing until 1932, The 
Succession of executive 8ecretaries then includes the Reverend Guy WW. 


Wadeworth, Dwip., interim capacity, followed by the Reverend Ralph | 


Bayless, 2$«Þ., Both of the latter were Presbyterians and both had 
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taken 8ignificant part in the work of the State Federationg 


By this time, other agencies had emerged to operate in the 


interdenominational field and, therefore, in the year 1932 conversa- 


tions were inaugurated looking to possible merger under a unified 


\ 


erebl SSD years 
leadership, The out come, after, en years! attempt to operate as two ; 


S divisions of a single council z vas the geparation of the State Federation 


— 


into two councils, the Northern California Council of Churches and the 
| KR 


Southern California Council of Churches, Into these were merged the 
eouneils of religious education for the respective areas and also the 
Superintendents! councils, Dr. II. P. Shan became executive 8ecretary. 
of the organization in the North, to be suvcceeded by Dr. Paul H, 


iq 4-1- 
Bucholz, and in by DT. Abbott Book, Disciples of Christ, who con- 


” 


hs tinues in the office to this date, Dr. Harold V, Mather, Methodist, 
formerly as80ciate executive Secretary of the Southern California Coun - 
eil of Religious Education with Dr. William C., Pearce, became executive. 
Secretary of. the Southern California Council of Protestant Churches. ; 
He TER Succeeded in 1942 by the Ren E. C, Farnham, Beal. , Presby- 


terian, who had been brought in 1938 from the executive leadership of 


W 
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rches to be the executive. 
: | -of the Church Federation of Ios Angeles, Dr. Farnham continues in office bh, 


to this date, 8erving both organizations. ) bus I LW/ Lo 


RE | Throughout these years, the State Federation enjoyed the lead- 


ership of outstanding ohurchman., Dr. EB. F. Ryland, of Los Angeles, 


Methodist, was the first president, to be succeeded In turn by Bishop 
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-] 7 He 
Edwin H., Hughes, Methodiss , Dp. H. O., Breeden of Fresno, ReV. Ce. Go R 


Selecman, who became vides of the Methodist OY Dr, James A, Francis, 


herhourd peaks oh He TiruT B load þ PP 


and Mr. F. D. Parr, a Methodist layman, who served continuously from 


Tune 1923 to September 1932, The names of many other -men who were 

to become prominent appear in the records: Bishop William Hall Moreland, 
Bishop L. C. Sanford, Bishop C. W. Burns, G. Bromley Oznam, who later 
becams biahop of the Methodist Church, president of the Federal Council 
of Churches, and one of =: first presidents of the World Council of 
Churches, The Reverend Edward L, Persons, who became bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Chureh, 8erved a bogs as vice president, Subge- 
quent to the 8eparation,: the Northern Council was led by Dr. Sandford 
Fleming, Baptist, the Right Reverend Sumner Walter Bib. , Episcopal, 
ReV. Chester E., Green, Fresbyterian, Dr. Torrance: Phelps, Congrega- 
tional, Mr. Fred D., Farr, layman-Methodist, Dr. W. Earle Smith, Bap- 
tist, the Right Reverend Karl Morgan Block, BD. , Episcopals The 
Southern Couneill has been led by Dr. Donald H., Tippett, later to be- 


come bi8hop of the Methodist Chureh, DT. PEESSFY Francis Evans, Baptist, 


the Reverend Donald West, Disciples of —— and Dre. M. Owen Kellison, 


Diseiples of Christ, and present incumbent. 
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A history of church cooperation in California 8hould certainly 
devote attention to the specific accomplishments of so much organiza- 


tional effort and aspiration, The record presents a bewildering array 


* 


of endeavor, Meetings, plans, resolutions, campaigns, and crusades, 
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all in the names of church unity, multiply to an amazing number until 


i » 


8everal books would be required to contain the record, Noticeable 
is the amount of time and effort expended in connection with the State 


IS2gislature and in behalf of major causes 8uech as world peace, immi- 


gration laws, liquor control, control of organized kgeambling, post-war 


relief, mis8ions, and mich more, In few instances does the record 


» * ; CY hy — % 
bh 


reveal immediate attainment of the particular measure being 8supported; 


- 


> e 


2+ there can be no queetion but that the effort made tremendous con- 


tribution to an awareness of the existence of a Protestant bloe and to 
a changing public conscience and attitude-upon great 8social and world 
i88Ues, The effort was the experimentation through which democratic 
bodies must pass by which to learn the method of group operation. 
Bub there were other accomplishments of more tangible charac- 
ter, The year 1917 records the launching of the "Superintendent's 
Couneills* at San Franciseco, Fresno, and Los Angeles, These councils 
were composed of the employed or elected-denominational executives or 
Superintendents, and they had as their purpose an orderly 8spacing of 


, 4 


new church locations, including the necessary reliminary survey and 


as 4 
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; | planning. The councils have functioned faithfully and well to the 


I present day; and literally hundreds, perhaps approaching the thousand | 


E Ds - or more, church locations in California have been determined by mutual 
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: Yn OE agreement between these denominational authorities and according to —_ | 
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previously determined principles and rules, The 8uperintendent councils 
have been an important factor in stabilizing the church cooperative 


» 9 "= 


movement , 


"Jnion Churches" now operate at Yos8emite and Sequoia National 
Parks as a result of State Federation efforts begun in May, 1929, 
These PERO: have dpogens significant as88ets to these great parks 
and to the thoutande of visitors who pass through annually. 

A thrilzing chapter in oburoh. cooperation Surrounds the work 
of the State church Federation, under the leadership of--Dr, Larkin 
and Dr. Wadeworth, in cooperation with the National Home Missions 
Council, in establishing a Frotestant Union Church at Boulder City, 
Nevada, for minietry to the thousands of men employed during the early 
1930's on hy construetion of the Hoover Dams This project involved 
negotiations with the Federal government and demonstrated the neces8ity 
of Protestant unity when dealing with Government, The Boulder City 
Community Chureh is a thriving caCeiiG today; and looks to the 


Southern California Council of Churches for general Supervision,s 


The > propogel to establish a University Religious Conference 
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proved by the State Federation on November 16, 1926, and representa- 


tives were named to the committee in charge, The University Religious 


Conference, involving Catholics, Tews, Mormons, and other religious 
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On PERS campus at wins: Univereity of California at Los Angeles was ap- 
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v4 or RE | groups in addition to Protestant denominations, reported regularly | 


- 


for 8everal years to the State Federation of Churches, It continues 


=— 


to be a strong organization to this day, but no longer reports to 


| | the State Federation, | 


onde. of A Temple of Religion was erected on the grounds of the Inter- 


— 


_ national Exposition on Treasure Island in San Prancisco Bay and operated 
effectively through the life of the Exposition in the late thirties, 
| The Temple was interfaith in organization and operation, but was due in 


no 8mall part to the initiative of the State Federation of Churches and 


— 


the vigorous Lleadership of its then president, Mr. Fred D. Parr, | 


AxSTE The Councils of Religious Education, Northern and Southern, were 


gs Hh -8ignificant factors in church cooperation and made tremendous econtribu- . 


” - 
” * © * 


tions to the improvement and enlargement of the educational processes | 


of the churches, Teacher training, vacation church :8chools, adult pro- | ; 


# 


grams, gunmmer conferences and camping, 8specialized teaching for the 
| | various age levels, organized youth work were stimulated, guided, or 


| \ lnaugurated by the cooperative process., The foundations laid continue 


- _ to 8erve until this dey. Climaxing the heightened interest in this & = | 
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field was the great World Sunday School Convention held in Los Angeles mnt 


in 1928 under the management of Dr. William C. Pearce, then the general | 


Secretary of the Southern California Council of Religious Education, 


= 2p DT. Pearce was responsible, als, for the acquirement and development of 


Idylwild Pines, a beautiful mountain camp and conference ground, located Of IPL 
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on the s8outh side of Mt, San Jacinto and twanty-five miles east of Hemet. 


The 8e grounds, now appraised at $250,000, accommodated 5400 students in 


7 a | 


1948, They are operated by & corporation in elose conjunetion with the 
Southern California Council of churches and in behalf of Its constituency 
and the iterdegentuadional program of religious education, 

A WReleased Time! law as ed I the State oat aL in 


a —_ 


19458;. thereby climaxing twenty or more years of effort by the State 


— 


Federation of Churches, DT. Jesse Lee Corley, Methodist, was indefati- 

gable in waging the struggle for this legislation, He aied only a year® 

' or. two before pessage of the meagure, his place of leadership in the 

cause going to Dr, EB. C., Farnham, he Shaw Oetheite was Jewish groups 

Supported the movement , as did certain fraternal orders WHich were dis- 

turbed over juvenile delinquency trends. AS 8a reult, and notwithstand- 

ing wi ruling by the United States SUPTeme Cours 6s Relea ed 

Time as practiced in several 8states, Treleased time" clas8es of children, 

excused from public school on Tequest of their parents, have increased 

in number.-to constitute local school systems with employed teachers and 
8uperintendents, Thousands of chiltLren are enrolled in these classes; | 

-—— andthe 'standard of nstructton afforded by-texchers- of professtonal andy nmol 
fication is having whole3ome effect upon the teaching work t hroughout all 

the "churches, Promotion and Supervision of this as innovation f X 


is directly under the State councils of churches, except for a mall 


ais8ident group of radical conservatives. Great commendation is aue 1 ; 


v. 


Fs | —_ - _ , . ME « A, — —  <—” + - 4 
ix 2; ls : = 3 = : - 'S 7 : : : - _ ; . 


Dr. abbott Book in the North and to Dr. Wilbur 0. Parry and Mrs, Velna | 
Fra8her in the South for the Substantial progress in this interesting 
type of cooperative work. FE 

It is Significant that State etal agencies have found - | 
the State councils of churches to be the means of approach or of co- | 
operation with Protestant forces, Thus, the two councils. are ative | 
on the State Committee on Institutional Religion as set up by the VER 
Department -of Corrections, resulting in improved chapleiney 8ervices 
for the State penal institutions., Other State comniss8ions and eon- 
ferences recognize and turn regularly to whe two councils for co- ; 
operative contacts cine Protectention; | - 

— Undoubtedly, the most far-reaching effect of the thirty-six 

years of ecumenical eativity in California has been the establishment 
of eouncils of echurches in twenty-five or more cities of the State. 
The chureh Federation of Los Angeles with its own Spacious building | | 


- 


and 8izeable 8taff and budget is outstanding, not only in the State, 


but in the Nation, The church councils of San Francisco, Oakland, | 


—_ 
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Sacramento, Fresno, San Jose, Glendale » FaSedena, Santa Monica - Red- 
- 
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lands, San Diego employ professional 8taff and maintain amazing pro- 


grams of ecumenical character. Thus church cooperation is rooted at 


- 


-» . 


the local level and the churches make united approach thereby to the. 


religious problems of the community of which they are immediately Q 
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councils of church women on both local and State levels, and the pregent 


£ proSpect of Christiaen youth councils, | 

; tha church cooperation of the truly ecumenical and official 
type has arrived, The World Council of Churches has come into being, ' 
The principles of federation and of united church responsibility for 
the Chrietianization of the total community are quite generally ac- ' 
cepted, The seven nations] interdenominational agencies of coopera- 
tion are ai. to form the single National Council of the Churches DIL 6+ 
of Christ in the mis os of America, The professional leaders by 

of the seven hundred or more local, state, and ets councils Ccon=- 


_w@® 


vene annually in national conference, While denominational estab- 


— 


1ishments are mounting in- 8brengh and 81i1ze in £65p0280-I5-motern= 

_ trends in all walks. of life, yet there —_— -_ understanding 
and acceptance of . philosophy of the church by which cate ond _— 
the agents thereof are admitted to be of the essence of the church, to 


be Supported not as an "extre!, but as integral to the very 8trueture 


and life of the church, 


v 


It is none too soon that this unifying of Protestant forces 
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has a0 Come a ee: for as ; this 1s being written there come 8s the announce s- 

ment that Russia has the atom bomb, The many forces of anti-Christ 

have new lease on life, and in California, as TRFS nts Christendom, 
| the churches of CRPLot ugh rise and respond in unity to the end that 


the redemption which is in Christ 8hall prevail, 
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